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An Edsel, Not an Empire

then chairman’s father, Edsel Ford. It
bombed like no car has before or since.
In 1999, Tina Brown, in cahoots with the
disgusting Harvey Weinstein, launched
Talk magazine with a million-buck
grand-opening extravaganza on some
island off Manhattan. Talk became an
Edsel in no time, with Weinstein shut-
ting it down after only one year. Both the
Edsel and Talk used Madison Avenue
hucksterisms to stir up excitement
before the final product appeared. Both
proved the old adage about fooling all the
people all of the time to be correct. Mind
you, Detroit has been lying to Americans
since the first horseless buggy. Compared
to European and Japanese cars, Ameri-
can ones are unsafe and expensive to
run. It took a Lebanese-American to
expose the lies with Unsafe at Any Speed

almost 40 years ago, but still Detroit lies
and covers up. 

Which brings me to the Bush presi-
dency: it looks like an Edsel—brilliant
presentation followed by total failure.
But it’s doing its best to cover up the
mess. As Patrick Foy wrote in his news-
letter, “Call it what you will, but Wash-
ington is hitting the wall in Iraq.” If only
those Fifth Columnists who advised
George W. Bush to go in head first would
read history rather than policy papers. 

Back in 1920, Colonial Secretary Win-
ston Churchill, fresh from overseeing
the debacle of Gallipoli, was hard at
work implementing the Balfour Declara-
tion and creating client states for Eng-
land. We are now paying the price for
Churchill’s criminal shortsightedness.
The neocons may lack Churchill’s breed-
ing, but they are just as arrogant, short-
sighted, and cynical as old Winnie. (He
at least had the excuse of his father’s

syphilis.) Here’s Margaret MacMillan in
her opus, Paris 1919: “When the Cold
War ended in 1989 and Soviet Marxism
vanished into the dustbin of history,
older forces, religion and nationalism,
came out of their deep freeze. Bosnia
and Rwanda have reminded us of how
strong those forces can be. Today, some
argue, resurgent Islam is the menace. In
1919, it was Russian Bolshevism.” 

I guarantee you that resurgent Islam
will also vanish into the dustbin of his-
tory as long as Uncle Sam minds his own
business and stays out of the backyards
of people who wear towels on their
heads. If the Saudi kleptocrats wish to
finance Islamofascists to preach death
and destruction to infidels, let them—as
long as they don’t do it in Michigan. As
my friend (I am the godfather of one of
his children), the brilliant historian Niall
Ferguson, writes in Colossus: The Rise

and Fall of the American Empire, Amer-
icans won’t admit to being an empire, as
the U.S. only came into being by vio-
lently seceding from someone else’s
empire. But, like it or not, we are becom-
ing a sort of empire, if only because we
exercise a hegemonic influence both
culturally and economically the world
over. This is fine, as long as we don’t
muck around in the affairs of other
countries. 

Patrick Buchanan has said it time and
again, we are a republic, not an empire,
and we should behave as such. If only
George W. Bush had read Lawrence of
Arabia, rather than Wolfowitz of Meso-
potamia, he would have known that
Lawrence recruited many a man to fight
against the Turks, all of whom eventu-
ally turned against the Brits once the
hated Johnny Turk had been sent pack-

ing back to Istanbul. That history
repeats itself is a cliché, but a hell of a
good one. 

Britain’s empire lasted a long time
because nation-building back then
required time and patience, something
the American electorate will not put up
with. The Brits sent generations of civil
administrators overseas, generations
who went native and stayed native. Fer-
guson reports that out of 43,683 under-
graduate registrations at Yale in 2004,
only one student majored in Near East-
ern languages. How does one infiltrate
an Islamist cell when one speaks only
English and can’t live without McDon-
ald’s for more than a week? 

Not that these details ever bothered
those who helped launch this disaster.
Remember the Iron Chancellor’s famous
remark that the Balkans were not worth
the life of a single Pomeranian grenadier?
Well, Iraq is not worth the life of a single
American soldier, especially an Ameri-
can Marine. 

Saddam was a threat to Iraq, not to
Uncle Sam. Not even to Israel, as it
turns out, but try to say this to the
Israeli Lobby. As Frank Johnson wrote
in the London Spectator, the neocons
have been making mischief for more
than a hundred years. He compares the
present motley cabal of Wolfowitzes
and Feiths to Lord Milner, the governor
of the British Cape Colony in South
Africa. Johnson writes, “Milner’s Iraq
was the Boer republic of Transvaal.”
He set out to convince the prime min-
ister, Lord Salisbury, that the Boers
were a threat to Britain, as ludicrous a
claim as the WMD hoax a century
later. It would be a cakewalk, or a
slam-dunk, according to Milner. Over
22,000 British dead and three years
later, Salisbury found out what neocon
really means. Now it’s Bush’s turn.
Unless he cleans house, his will be the
Edsel presidency. ■

Taki

The Edsel name became synonymous with fail-
ure back in 1957, when the Ford Motor Company
launched a “new concept” of a car named after the
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Haverhills’ Best Sellers*

*But read this ad for an even better deal!

FOR FASTEST SERVICE, ORDER BY
TOLL-FREE PHONE OR BY FAX.

SEE NUMBERS BELOW.

You may order by toll-free phone, by mail, or by fax and pay by
check or Visa/MasterCard. Please give order number shown after
the item. Add $6.95 shipping/insurance for your order (except add
$9.95 ship./ins. for three Admiral Nelson’s Telescopes™  or add
$9.95 for one HandTorch™ or one 48” Laser Level; add 
$19.95 for three HandTorch™ or three 48” Laser Level
units), plus sales tax for MN delivery. You have 30-day return 
and  one-year warranty. We do not refund shipping charges.

For customer service, please call (952)
942-8010 .  For  wholesale  orders ,  ca l l
Chris  Simpson at  that  same number.

Z

✆ Order by toll-free phone: (800) 797-7367 or (fastest!) by fax: (952) 942-7999 ✆
Visit our website at www.haverhills.com

For instance: Buy a $69.95 item and a $49.95 item and get another $49.95 or lesser-priced item FREE!

A spyglass in the great naval tradition…

Adm. Nelson’s Telescope™

(with table-top tripod)

just $59.95*

W h e n  H o r a t i o  N e l s o n
fought  the  ba t t l e  o f

Trafa lgar,  he  used a  te le -
s c o p e  j u s t  l i k e  t h i s  t o
monitor  the movements  of
the French-Spanish f leet .
O u r  m a n u f a c t u r e r  h a s
created a faithful replica
of the famous s c o p e .
A d m i r a l  N e l s o n ’s
Te l e s c o p e m e a s u r e s
about five inches in its
“collapsed” posit ion and thirteen inches at  ful l  length.
Views are twenty-five times larger than the naked eye sees
compare to standard binoculars, which give you only 6x or
8x magnifications.  If you have every wanted to own  a fine
telescope, Admiral Nelson’s Telescope should be your choice.
You’ll receive many years of enjoyment .Admiral Nelson’s
Te lescope ™  (Chrome)  #10691087a  (Brass ) #1010V1087b

Here is a lightweight, powerful, and convenient hand-held torch…

Handtorch™ for only $39.95*
Still the greatest watch value; in the air, at sea, and underwater…

Navigator Watch™

only $49.95*

Wear this watch to work, to play, to swim,
to dive—and to rally. The Navigator™

Watch is steered by a sophisticated, ultra-
accurate Japanese quartz movement that is
powered by a tiny lithium cell. It should
last 18 months before needing replacement.
The Navigator™ has both luminous analog
dial and LCD display, giving you dual time
capability. The LCD display shows time
continuously – in 12-hr. or 24-hr. mode. Push
the button and you display day and date. There
is a subtle yet insistent alarm and a switchable
hourly time signal. The stopwatch/chronograph
reads to 1/100 secs. and has “interrupt” and
“lap” modes. A light switch illuminates the dis-
play. The Navigator™ Watch is available in black
metal execution (as per illustration, with linked
black metal band) and silvertone (stainless steel
execution, with linked, silvertone metal band). Both models are
water resistant to 150 ft. The crystal is “mineral glass” – it is virtu-
ally scratch-proof. Black Navigator™ Watch #1005V1087g

Laser Level With Adjustable Aluminum Tripod…

Laser Level™ Kit
only $69.95*

Enjoy the same high degree of accuracy
provided by our 16-inch laser level in the

upgraded Laser “Spirit” Level which comes
with an aluminum rotating bench to allow
for leveling 360 degrees and an adjustable
aluminum tripod. The level is equipped
with a horizontal leveling bubble of high
sensitivity which acts as a criterion for
the horizontal leveling. The level is
also fitted with a red laser which can
emit a horizontal  or vertical  red
beam of light up to 1500 feet accu-
rately with just a touch of a button.
A tough plastic extruded case con-
veniently houses the adjustable
tripod, the circle bench, lenses,
and the level itself.  You are
now ready to project a level
beam of light anywhere need-
ed.  This item takes the “do-it-yourselfer” and professional
craftsman to the next “level” offering super accuracy and flexi-
bility with any construction project.Laser Level kit (includes 16”
level) #1031V1087c $69.95, 16” Laser Level #1104V1087d $39.95 or,
48” Laser Level #1011V1087e  $49.95, and tripod only is $19.95.

BUY ANY 2 ITEMS AND GET ANOTHER ONE FREE!

The Bi-Pin Bulb
Handtorch is new

technology that pro-
vides you with ultra
bright LED light in
either single or tri-bulb
flood effect and, if you choose,
a third option of “focus control” (Bi-pin bulb). The “water resistant” Handtorch
provides the extensive lifetime of an LED light and has a lightweight aluminum
and rubber body.  The hand carrying strap and nylon carrying case make it easy
to hang on to or strap to your belt. Here  is what we will send you:
• 3 5mm white LEDs   • 3v 0.2A bi-pin bulb   • Nylon bag
• LED Bulb Life: 100,000 hours   • 3 x 1.5V “AAA” size batteries
(included)   • 1 pc spare bi-pin bulb (included) 
This light is ready to go the minute it hits your home. It’s a must for
camping trips, living in heavily wooded areas, or as an all-purpose
flashlight for indoor use. Small enough to leave in the glove com-
partment of your car yet super powerful for use in an emergency
road situation providing great lighting for tire changing and under-
the-hood visibility. This is the perfect companion on all your travels. 
Handtorch™ Item #1105V1087f

*Our “special deal”:
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