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(Alas, the dead sometimes play third
base or catch for our team.)

I feel intensely the presence of those
who have shared these many hun-
dreds—maybe a thousand, by now—
evenings of my life at Dwyer Stadium.
Let me tell you about one such ghost.

The last time I saw Dennis Bowler
was in September 2004, during one of
those melancholy late-season games
when the chill of summer’s end is in the
air, and even though I haven’t darkened
a classroom door for decades the
thought of school lours over me like a
prison sentence. 

Dennis had been sick for a couple of
weeks with a mystery ailment. But even
at half-speed, Dennis was irrepressible.

“See ya tomorrow night,” we both
said as he left the third-base bleachers in
the 12th inning for the drive back to Gas-
port. It didn’t work out that way. Dennis
made it home that night and then
dropped dead of a heart attack.

If ever you were minding your own
business at a Western New York ball-
park or high school gym and you were
buttonholed by a fast-talking man telling
you everything he knew about nuclear
physics, British Columbia, or how to
make a baseball bat, it was Dennis
Bowler.

He loved to talk. He talked more than
any person I have ever met, often about
his ancestors or daily life in Niagara
County. For a frenetic man, he was con-
tent in his place, fully at home. His sto-
ries included such local characters as

the unfortunately named Israel “Izzy”
Humen, for whom Dennis had an over-
whelming sympathy. He hated mean-
ness and cruelty. I suspect he had been
teased and mocked more than once, and
he repaid the world not in bitterness but
in kindness.

Dennis loved those names and num-
bers that spice our lives but that we
depreciate with the word “trivia.” He’d
ask you to name the vice president of
the Confederacy (Alexander Stephens)
or Hank Greenberg’s lifetime home run
total (331). He could recite the starting
lineup of every girls softball team in the
Genesee Region League.

When Dennis turned 60 in August
2004, the Muckdogs’ announcer asked
him to stand up and take a bow. Dennis
was so busy yakking that he never heard
the chorus of “Happy Birthday.”

Even then, he looked 40 and acted
like a coltish boy. He would race
teenagers for foul balls. When he got one
he’d hold it aloft, beaming like a
prospector who’d just panned a gold
nugget. Then he’d give it to a child.

Dennis resided in the family home-
stead on Ridge Road, fruitbasket of the
Northeast. He lived alone and drove a
rusting jalopy distinguished by its vary-
ing shades of blue. Now and then he’d
stop by my parents’ house to pour
water down its chronically leaky radia-
tor.

He farmed as many acres as he could
and sold his produce at a roadside
stand. He brought corn to the games

and gave it away. He also painted
houses, taught hunter-safety courses,
drove a tractor for Becker Farms, and in
winter he substituted at local schools.
No kid who ever had Mr. Bowler as a
sub forgot him.

Dennis worked hard and with an
almost beatific cheerfulness, but he
could not afford health insurance. He
hadn’t visited a doctor in many years.
What if? Yeah, what if.

One abiding memory of Dennis: in his
last summer, he brought a telescope to
Dwyer Stadium. Not to check out the
chicks; rather, Mars was at its closest
approach in millennia, so he trained the
scope on the Red Planet and the moon,
and we took our peeks.

Dennis was so utterly without guile,
so joyful, so ravenous for knowledge. He
lacked entirely the internal brake that
keeps most people from bringing tele-
scopes to baseball games. And good for
him.

During that game Dennis ran over to
the first-base bleachers and taped a
napkin to the fence. He dashed back,
pointed the telescope at the napkin, and
asked our then 10-year-old daughter to
take a look. It read HI GRETEL.

He was such a sweet, innocent man,
poor in purse but rich in spirit. Some-
times I think of Dennis keeling over in
his bathroom, perhaps at 3 a.m., the
soul’s midnight, as Ray Bradbury calls it.
But more often I think of him bounding
up the bleacher steps two at a time, talk-
ing about Western Canada, running after
foul balls, telling Gretel corny jokes, and
smiling. Always smiling.      

It’s been almost six years now and I
suspect he’s still talking St. Peter’s ear
off.

Opening day for the Batavia Muckdogs approaches and
with it the resumption of a long, leisurely, blissful con-
versation in which living and dead participate. 

St. Dennis of the Bleachers

Home Plate
Bill Kauffman
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Dear freedom lovers,
Get ready for the 7th Annual FreedomFest: Just think 
7-11 in Vegas! Last year we had over 100 speakers, 90 
exhibitors, and nearly 1700 attendees, with over 200 
showing up at the door. One couple got married and 
celebrated their honeymoon at FreedomFest.

Updated List of Speakers:
Greg Mortenson, author of #1 bestseller “Three Cups of Tea,” on his 

new book “Stones into Schools: Promoting Peace with Education, 
Not Bombs, in Afghanistan and Pakistan.” A rare appearance!

New! Orson Scott Card, author of “Ender’s Game” and America’s #1 
science fi ction writer, on “Science Fiction or Fictional Science?”

Ann Heller on “Ayn Rand and the World She Made.” Plus Nathaniel
and Barbara Branden on “The Life and Ideas of Ayn Rand.”

John Mackey, CEO, Whole Foods Market, on “My Fight for Freedom 
in Health Care” and “Conscious Capitalism: Reaction from Top 
MBA Schools.”

Plus healthy living with Julian Whitaker (Whitaker Wellness Center) 
and John Mackey: “The Whole Foods Diet Updated: You Can Still 
Live to be 100 and Enjoy Life.”

Alan Charles Kors, controversial history professor at U Penn and 
founder of FIRE (Foundation for Individual Rights in Education) 
on “Can There Be An ‘After Socialism’?”

Steve Forbes on “How Capitalism Will Save Us: Why Free People and 
Free Markets are the Best Answer in Today’s Economy.”

Special “Power and Money” Session: CNBC’s top reporters Charles 
Gasparino (author “Sellout”) and Rick Santelli, inspiration behind 
the “tea parties” in America, on “What’s Really Going On in Wall 
Street.” Plus Steve Moore (Wall Street Journal) on “What’s Really 
Going on in Washington.”

Robert Prechter on “The New Science of Social Prediction.” And back 
by popular demand, our All-Star Prediction Panel, with Peter 
Schiff, Bert Dohmen, Alex Green, and Doug Casey (moderated 
by Mark Skousen).

Pulitzer Prize winner Daniel Walker Howe (UCLA) on “What Hath 
God Wrought: The Transformation of America, 1815-1848.”

Jerry Jordan, former Federal Reserve Bank President, on “Why the 
government can’t reverse the great contraction of 2008/09.”

Charles Murray on his next controversial book “Coming Apart at the 
Seams,” about racism in America.

Alexandra Colen, Belgium member of Parliament, and Dr. Paul 
Belien on “What Every American Must Know about the Dangerous 
New Europe.”

Plus Tom Palmer (Atlas Foundation), Ken Schoolland (Pacifi c Hawaii 
University), Jon Utley (American Conservative), James Gwartney
(FSU), Doug Bandow (Cato), Lawrence Reed (FEE), Leon Louw
(Free Market Foundation, South Africa) and Wayne Allyn Root.

“So good I changed my schedule
to attend all three days!”

—Steve Forbes

“FreedomFest is developing into the most effective 
international free-market gathering and you

have me wondering why I spend so much time
at ‘lesser events’.”  —Ron Mann, Australia

Ten Debates in 2010, including . . .
“Religion on Trial” with prosecuting attorney/economist Steven 

Landsburg (author “The Big Questions”) vs. defending attorney 
Dinesh D’Souza (author “Life After Death: The Evidence”), with 
star witnesses galore.  The sparks will fl y.

“Can You Beat the Market?” See Burt Malkiel, famed Princeton 
fi nance professor and author of classic, “Random Walk Down 
Wall Street,” take on top fi nancial gurus....

Michael Shermer (Scientifi c American) on an updated version of his 
“Why People Believe Weird Things.”

“Energy Independence, Good or Bad Policy?” Two energy experts,
David Fessler vs. Rick Rule, debate this vital topic. 

“The Future of Israel: Pro and Con.” George Gilder, author of “The 
Israel Test” versus.....

“It really was a WOW! experience at FreedomFest. I heard that 
from many attendees.”  —Terry Brock, Charlotte Business Journal

Announcing Two Special Anniversaries
at FreedomFest 2010
We celebrate two anniversaries at FreedomFest 2010: the 25th 

anniversary dinner of the Advocates for Self Government, led by 

Sharon Harris....and the 30th anniversary reception of Forecasts & 
Strategies. 

Like every year, we plan on having an expanded exhibit hall with all 

the top freedom and fi nancial organizations, two celebrity luncheons 

each day, and a grand unforgettable Saturday night banquet. All the 

major think tanks and freedom organizations will be there—Cato, 

Heritage, Reason, Newsmax, FEE, Goldwater, and more.

Yours for liberty, AEIOU,

Mark Skousen, Producer

Price for three full days of FreedomFest — all general sessions, workshops, debates, exhibit hall, continental breakfast,
and cocktail parties — is only $495 per person/$795 per couple. (Special luncheons and Saturday night banquet are extra.)

Plus, if you mention this ad, you will receive a free 2010 American eagle silver dollar, the symbol of FreedomFest, with your registration. 

To register, call Tami Holland at 1-866-266-5101 or visit www.freedomfest.com

July 7-11, 2010    Bally’s Las Vegas Event Center    www.freedomfest.com
FreedomFest2010
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