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The Second Coming of

Religious Conservatives

Mark J. Rozell and Clyde Wilcox, “Second
Coming: The Strategies of the New Christ-
ian Right,” in Political Science Quarterly
(Summer 1996), Academy of Political Sci-
ence, 475 Riverside Drive, #1274, New
York, New York 10115.

T oday the “Religious Right” is one
of the most successful parts of the
Republican coalition, but a decade ago,
Christian political groups were far less
effective. The once-potent Moral Ma-
jority, for example, went out of exis-
tence in 1987, and the political activi-
ties of Rev. Pat Robertson were ineffec-
tual until the Christian Coalition was
established in 1989.

‘What caused Christian groups to gain
clout? Rozell of the University of Vir-
ginia and Wilcox of Georgetown Univer-
sity argue that the Christian advance is
largely due to improvements in coali-
tion-building. In the 1980s, Christian
groups often were reluctant to form al-
liances: The Moral Majority was mostly
a Baptist organization that often dis-
dained other Christians, including other
Protestant evangelical denominations;
and Christian groups often refused to
compromise on core issues. By insisting
that their candidates should support
bans on abortions, for example, pro-life
groups often lost elections to candidates
backed by pro-choice groups more will-
ing to make compromises. Some Christ-
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ian groups even declared that their ideo-
logical foes were tools of Satan.

In the 1990s, religious conservatives
have been more flexible—and more suc-
cessful. Evangelical Protestants routinely
form alliances with Catholics, Jews, Mus-
lims, and Mormons; and Christian
Coalition lobbyists in Washington in-
clude Orthodox Christians and Jews.
They've helped elect Republican candi-
dates, such as Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison
(R-Tex.) and Sen. Paul Coverdell (R-
Ga.), who call for restricting but not ban-
ning abortion. And they've increasingly
focused on issues, such as lowering taxes
and fighting crime, that appeal to non-
religious conservatives.

Rozell and Wilcox argue that it’s too
early to tell if moderation will be the key
to electoral victories for religious conser-
vatives. They note that in Virginia, de-
spite intensive evangelical support,
Michael Farris still lost the lieutenant
governorship in 1993, and Oliver North

was defeated for the Senate in 1994, But

they observe that Democratic strategists
are confused by Christian moderation.
“Democrats who have successfully
linked Christian Right candidates with
Falwell and Robertson in past cam-
paigns,” they write, “now worry that
these new efforts to mainstream the
message will make Christian Right can-
didates more formidable.”

Why Frontiers Won’t Matter
Richard Rosecrance, “The Rise of the Vir-
tual State,” in Foreign Affairs (July/August
1996), Council on Foreign Relations, 58
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he rise of the multinational enterprise

has led many to observe that these

. global businesses are “virtual corporations”
{ not rooted in any particular nation. Rose- !
{ crance, a political scientist at the Univer- !
¢ sity of California (Los Angeles), points out
© an interesting parallel trend—the growth

of what he calls “virtual states,” high-tech
nations that will cause traditional notions

. of international relations to be revised.

For example, it’s long been said that

© nations go to war to gain wealth through
. conquest of land. But these “timeworn

© methods of augmenting national power
and wealth,” he argues, “are no longer ef-
. fective.” Land, and the natural resources

that come from land, have steadily fallen
in value in recent decades. And the ease
of shifting capital across borders greatly

i reduces the value of the assets conquerors
¢ can seize. When Iraqi forces stormed into :
¢ Kuwait in 1990, they found that the

Bank of Kuwait had shifted the nation’s

assets overseas, ensuring that Kuwaiti
¢ wealth could be used to free their nation

from Iraqi tyranny.
In the twenty-first century, Rosecrance

{ argues, the model for a successful nation

¢ will not be a great empire, but such flexible,
© wealth-generating city-states as Hong Kong
¢ and Singapore,who seek not to “excel in all

economic functions” but to specialize in-

 stead. Their factories may well be in other
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