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[Under this head it is proposed to print in each issue a few documents of historical
importance, hitherto unprinted. It is intended that the documents shall be printed with
verbal and literal exactness, and that an exact statement be made of the present place
of deposit of the document and, in the case of archives and libraries, of the volume
and page or catalogue number by which the document is designated. Contributions of
important documents, thus authenticated, will be welcomed.]

1. Colonel Willias Byrd on Slavery and Indented Servants,
1736, 1739

Tue following two letters are taken from the letter-books of
Colonel William Byrd, preserved at Lower Brandon, Va. For cour-
teous permission to make use of them, the Review is indebted
to the owner of the letter-books, Mrs. Harrison of Brandon. The
writer, the second Colonel William Byrd, of Westover (1674-1744),
was the noted author of the History of the Dividing Line, the
SJourney to the Land of Eden, etc., and was for many years a member
of the Governor’s Council. The first Earl of Egmont (d. 1748), to
whom the first of these letters was written, was the first president
of the trustees of Georgia. He was the father of the second earl,
who was for a time First Lord of the Admiralty, and grandfather
of the Marquis of Hastings (Lord Rawdon). The first letter is
dated Virginia, July 12, 1736, the second, November 10, 1730.

CoLonEL Byrp 10 Lorp EGMONT.

. . . . Your Lord® opinion concerning Rum and Negros is certainly very
just, and your excludeing both of them from your Colony of Georgia will
be very happy ; tho’ with Respect to Rum, the Saints of New England I
fear will find out some trick to evade your Act of Parliament. They have
a great dexterity at palliating a perjury so well as to leave no taste of it in
the mouth, nor can any people like them slip through a penal statute.
They will give some other Name to their Rum, which they may safely do,
because it gos by that of Kill-Devil in this country from its banefull qualitys.
A watchfull Eye must be kept on these foul Traders or all the precautions
of the Trustees will be in vain:

I wish my Lord we coud be blesst with the same Prohibition. They
import so many Negros hither, that I fear this Colony will some time or

(88)
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other be confirmd by the Name of New Guinea. I am sensible of many
bad consequences of multiplying these Ethiopians amongst us. They blow
up the pride, and ruin the Industry of our White People, who seing a Rank
of poor Creatures below them, detest work for fear it shoud make them
look like Slaves. Then that poverty which will ever attend upon Idleness,
disposes them as much to pilfer as it dos the Portuguese, who account it
much more like a Gentleman to steal, than to dirty their hands with Labour
of any kind.

Another unhappy Effect of Many Negros is the necessity of being
severe. Numbers make them insolent, and then foul Means must do what
fair will not. We have however nothing like the Inhumanity here that is
practiced in the Islands, and God forbid we ever shoud. But these base
‘"Tempers require to be rid with a tort Rein, or they will be apt to throw
their Rider. Yet even this is terrible to a good naturd Man, who must
submit to be either a Fool or a Fury. And this will be more our unhappy
case, the more Negros are increast amongst us.

But these private mischeifs are nothing if compard to the publick
danger. We have already at least ro,000 Men of these descendants of
Ham fit to bear Arms, and their Numbers increase every day as well by birth
as Importation. And in case there shoud arise a Man of desperate courage
amongst us, exasperated by a desperate fortune, he might with more
advantage than Cataline kindle a Servile War. Such a man might be
dreadfully mischeivous before any opposition could be formd against him,
and tinge our Rivers as wide as they are with blood. Dbesides the Calamitys
which woud be, brought upon us by such an Attempt, it woud cost our
Mother Country many a fair Million to make us as profitable as we are at
present.

It were therefore worth the consideration of a British Parliament, My
Lord, to put an end to this unchristian Traffick of makeing Merchandize
of Our Fellow Creatures. At least the farthar Importation of them into
our Our Colonys shoud be prohibited lest they prove as troublesome and
dangerous everywhere, as they have been lately in Jamaica, where besides
a vast expence of Mony, they have cost the lives of many of his Majesty’s
Subjects. We have mountains in Virginia too, to which they may retire as
safely, and do as much mischeif as they do in Jamaica. All these matters
duly considerd, I wonder the Legislature will Indulge a few ravenous
Traders to the danger of the Publick safety, and such Traders as woud
freely sell their Fathers, their Elder Brothers, and even the Wives of their
bosomes, if they coud black their faces and get anything by them.

I entirely agree with your Lord® in the Detestation you seem to have
for that Diabolical Liquor Rum, which dos more mischeif to Peoples
Industry and morals than any thing except Gin and the Pope. And if it
were not a little too Poetical, I shoud fancy, as the Gods of Old were said
to quaff Nectar, so the Devils are fobbd off with Rumm. Tho’ my Dear
Country Men woud think this unsavory Spirit much too Good for Devils,
because they are fonder of it than they are of their Wives and Children,
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for they often sell the Bread out of their mouths, to buy Rumm to put in
their own. Thrice happy Georgia, if it be in the power of any Law to
keep out so great an enimy to Health Industry and Vertue! The new
Settlers there had much better plant Vinyards like Noah, and get drunk
with their own Wine. . . . .

CoLoNEL BYRD TO MR. ANDREWS OF ROTTERDAM.

.« .. I know not how long the Palatines are sold for, who do not
Pay Passage to Phyladelphia, but here they are sold for Four years and
fetch from 6 to 9 Pounds and perhaps good Tradesmen may go for Ten.
If these Prices woud answer, I am pretty Confident I coud dispose of
two Ships Load every year in this River ; and I myself woud undertake it
for Eight 3 cent on the Sales, and make you as few bad Debts as possible.
“This is the Allowance Our Negro Sellers have, which Sell for more than
Double these People will, and consequently afford twice the Profet.

2. Intevcepted Letters and Journal of George Rogers Clark, 1778,

The following intercepted letters relating to the Illinois expedi-
tion of George Rogers Clark in 1778 and 1779 have been, through
the courtesy of Dr. Douglas Brymner, archivist of the Dominion,
obtained from the Canadian Archives, Series B, Vol. 122. It is
understood that they have never before been printed. The first,
Helm’s letter to Clark, sent when Hamilton was approaching
Vincennes, was captured by one of the Indian parties which
Hamilton sent out for such purposes from the Wea village (Ouia-
tanon). The second is, for the events of the days beginning
February 23, 1779, the earliest account hitherto discovered, and is
thought, therefore, to be of importance. The manner of its inter-
ception is indicated in a letter from Clark to Governor Patrick
Henry, dated April 29, and preserved among the manuscripts of
the Department of State, in which he says: “A few days ago I
received certain intelligence of Wm. Moires my express to you
being killed near the Falls of the Ohio, news truly disagreeable to
me, as I fear many of my letters will fall into the hands of the
enemy at Detroit.”

Hrrm 10 CLARK.
Canadian Awrchives, Series B, Vol. 122, p. 250.

Dr Sir, At this time theer is an army within three miles of this place
I heard of their comin several days before hand I sent spies to find the
certainty the spies being taken prisoners I never got intelligence till they




Letters of G. R. Clark 91

got within 3 miles of the town as I had call? the militia and had all assur-
ance of their integrity I order? at the fireing of a Cannon every man to
apear, but I saw but few. Capt Burron behaved much to his honour and
credit but I doubt the certain® of a certain gent Excuse hast as the army
is in sight my Determination is to defend the Garrison though I have but
21 men but wht has lef me I referr you to the Mr W™ for the test! the
army is in three hundred y? of the village you must think how I feel not
four men that I can really depend on but am determined to act brave
think of my condition I know its out of my power to defend the town as
not one of the militia will take arms thoug before sight of the army no
braver men their is a flag at a small distance I must conclud.

Y* humble servt
LeEo® HELMS
must stop.

No date, but endorsed as forwarded by Hamilton on the 18th December.

Journar or COLONEL CLARK.
Canadian Awrchives, Series B, Vol. 122, p. 289,

What preceeds this part of Col* Clarke’s journal is only an account of
his setting out and his march till the 23™ Feb?. Sett off very early, waded
better than three miles on a stretch, our people prodigious, yet they keep
up a good heart in hopes of a speedy sight of our enemys. At last about
two o’clock we came in sight of this long sought town and enemy, all quiet,
the spirits of my men seemed to revive we marched up under cover of a
wood called the Warriours Island where we lay concealed untill sunset,
several of the inhabitants were out a shooting by which was assur’d they
had no intelligence of us yet. I sent out two men to bring in one who
came and I sent him to town to inform the inhabitants I was near them
ordering all those attached to the King of England to enter the Fort and
defend it, those who desired to be friends to keep in their houses. I
order’d the march in the first division Capt. Williams, Capt. Worthing-
ton’s Company and the Cascaskia Volunteers, in the 2nd commanded by
Capt. Bowman his own Company and the Cohos Volunteers. At sun down
I put the divisions in motion to march in the greatest order and regularity and
observe the orders of their officers—above all to be silent— the 5 men
we took in the canoes were our guides ; we entered the town on the upper
part leaving detached Lt. Bayley and 13 riflemen to ttack the Fort and keep
up a fire to harrass them untill we took possession of the town and they
were to remain on that duty till relieved by another party, the two divisions
marched into the town and took possession of the main street, put guards
&c without the least molestation I continued all night sending parties out
to annoy the enemy and caused a trench to be thrown up across the main

1 Evidently meant for »est. There is no punctuation, but apparently a full stop
should follow sesz. — D. B.
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street about 200 yds from the Fort Gate — we had intelligence that
Capt. Lamotte and 30 men were sent out about 3 hours before our arrival to
reconnoitre, as it seems they had some suspicion of a party being near
them. One Maisonville and a party of Indians coming up the Ouabache
with 2 prisoners made on the Ohio had discover’d our fires and they arrived
here a few hours before us. I order’d out a party immediately to intercept
them and took s* Maisonville and one man — they gave us no intelligence
worth mentioning. )
24th As soon as daylight appeared the enemy perceived our works and
began a very smart fire of small arms at it, but could not bring their cannon

‘to bear on them, about 8 o’clock I sent a flag of truce with a letter desiring

Lt. Gov. Hamilton in order to save the impending storm that hung over
his head immediately to surrender up the Garrison, Fort, Stores &° &° and at
his peril not to destroy any one article now in the said Garrison — or to
hurt any house &° belonging to the Inhabitants for if he did by Heaven, he
might expect no mercy — his answer was Gov. H. begs leave to acquaint
Col. C. that he and his Garrison were not disposed to be awed into any action
unworthy of British subjects —1I then ordered out parties to attack the
Fort and the firing began very smartly on both sides one of my men thro’ a
bravery known but to Americans walking carlesly up the main street was
slightly wounded over the left eye but no ways dangerous— About 12
o’clock the firing from the Fort suspended a Flag coming out I orderd
my people to stop firing till further orders. I soon perceived it was
Capt. Helm who after salutations inform’d me that the purport of his
commission was, that Lt. Gov. Hamilton was willing to surrender up the
Fort and Garrison provided Col. Clarke would grant him honourable terms
and that he beg’d Col. Clarke to come into the Fort to confer with him, first I
desired Capt. Helm not to give any intelligence of G. H’s strength &°
being on his Parole, second my answer to Gov. H was that I should not
agree to any other terms than that Lt Gov. H should immediately surrender
at discretion and allowed him half an hour to consider thereof — as to enter-
ing the Fort my off™ and men would not allow of it, for it was with difficulty
I restrained them from storming the Garrison— I dismissed Capt. Helm,
with my answer, at the time allowed Capt. Helm came back with Lieut.
Gov. H’s second proposals which were — Lt Gov"™ Hamilton proposes to
Col. Clarke a truce for three days, during which time there shall no defen-
sive works be carried on in the Garrison provided Col. Clarke shall observe
the like cessation on his part — he further proposes that whatever may pass
between them two and any person mutually agreed upon to be present shall
remain secret untill matters be finally determined. = As he wishes that what-
ever the result of this conference may be — the Honor and credit of each
may be considered — so he wishes he may confer with Col. Clarke as soon
as may be —as Col. Clarke makes a difficulty of coming into the Fort
Lt Gov. H will speak to him before the Gate

24 Feb 1779 (signed) H. H.




Letters of G. R. Clark 93

This moment received intelligence that a party of Indians were com-
ing up from the falls with Pris™ or Scalps, which party was sent out by
G. Hamilton for that purpose, my people were so enraged they imedi-
ately intercepted the party which consisted of 8 Indians and a french man
of the Garrison. they killed three on the spot and brought 4 in who were
tomahawked in the street oposite the Fort Gate and thrown into the river —
the frenchman we shewd mercy as his aged father had behaved so well in
my party — I relieved the two poor Pris™ who were French hunters on the
Ohio, after which C* Helm carried my answer thus — Col. Clarks comp* to
G. H. and begs leave to inform him that Col. Clarke will not agree to any
other terms than of G. H. surrendering himself and Garrison prisoners at
discretion —if G. H. desires a conference with Col. Clarke, he will meet

him at the church with Capt. Helm.
24 Feb" 1779 (signed) G. R. CLARK.

I imediately repaired there to confer with G. Hamilton where I met
with him and Capt Helm.

Gov. Hamilton then begd I would consider the situation of both parties
that he was willing to surrender the Garrison but was in hopes that Col.
Clark would let him do it with Honour—1I answered him I have been
informed that he had 8oo men—1 have not that number but I came to
fight that number. G. H. then replied who could give you this false
information I am Sir (replied I) well acquainted with your strength and
force and am able to take your Fort, therefore I will give no other terms
but to submit yourself and Garrison to my discretion and mercy —he reply’d
Sir my men are brave and willing to stand by me to the last, if I can’t
surrender upon Hon™ terms I'll fight it out to the last— Answered, Sir
this will give my men infinite satisfaction and pleasure for it is their desire,
he left me and went a few pays aloof, I told Capt Helm Sir you are a
prisoner on your parole, I desire you to reconduct G. H. into the Fort and
there remain till T retake you. Lt Gov. Hamilton then returned saying,
Col. Clarke why will you force me to dishonour myself when you cannot
acquire more honor by it— I told him could I look on you as a Gentleman
I would do to the utmost of my power, but on you Sir who have embrued
your hands in the blood of our women and children, Honor, my country,
everything calls on me alloud for Vengeance. G. H. I know my character
has been stained but not deservedly for I have allwaise endeavour’d to
instill Humanity as much as in my power to the Indians whom the orders
of my superiours obliged me to employ. C. C. Sir I speak no more on
this subject my blood glows within my veins to think on the crueltys your
Indian parties have committed, therefore repair to your Fort and prepare
for battle on which I turned off and the Gov and C* Helm towards the Fort —
when Capt Helm says Gentlemen don’t be warm, strive to save many lives .
which may be usefull to their country which will unavoidably fall in case
you don’t agree on which we again conferd— G Hamilton said, is there
nothing to be done but fighting — Yes, Sir, I will send you such articles as
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I think proper to allow, if you accept them, well — I will allow you half
an hour to consider on them on which C* Helm came with me to take
them to G. H.— having assembled my officers I sent the following articles
vizt

st Lt. Gov. Hamilton engages to deliver up to Col. Clark Fort Sack-
ville as it is at present with all the stores, ammunition, provisions, &?

2nd. The Garrison will deliver themselves up Pris™ of War to march
out with their arms accoutrements, Knapsacks &c

3. The Garrison to be delivered up tomorrow morning at 10 o’clock.

4th. Three days to be allowed to the Garrison to settle their accounts
with the traders of this place and inhabitants.

5. The officers of the Garrison to be allowed their necessary baggage
&e.

(signed) Post Vincent 24th Feb’ 1779 ‘ G. R. Crark.

Within the limitted time Capt. Helm returned with the articles signed
thus, viz!

Agreed to for the following reasons, remoteness from succours, the
state and quantity of Provisions &° the unanimity of officers and men on its
expediency, the Honb'* terms allow® and lastly the confidence in a generous

Enemy. . )
(signed) H. Hamirton Lt Gov & Superintend*

27th The willing (a boat) arrived at 3 o'clock she was detained by
the strong current on the Ouabache and Ohio — 2 Lts and 48 men with two
iron 4 1b™ and 5 swivels on board the willing.

CLARK TO GOVERNOR HENRY.
Canadian Archives, Series B, Vol. 122, p. 304.

Dr Sir, by W™ Moiers you wrote to me, if possible to procure you
some Horses and Mares nothing could give me greater pleasure than to
serve but I doubt at present it is out of my power as my situation and cir-
cumstances is much alter’d as pr letter there being no such horses here
as you request me to get and I have so much publick business to do espe-
cially in the Indian departm® that I doubt I shall not be able to go to the
Illinois for some time I find that you have conceived a greater opinion of
the horses in this country than I have. The Pawné and Chicasa horses are
very good and some of them delicate, but the common breed in this country
is triffling as they are adulterated. The finest Stallion by far that is in the
country I purchased some time ago and rode him on this Expedition and
resolved to make you a compliment of him but to my motification I find
it impossible to get him across the drown’d lands of the Wabash as it is
near three leagues across at present and no appearance of its falling shortly
but you depend that I shall by the first opportunity send him to you. He
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came from New Mexico, three hundred leagues west of this. I dont think
it in my power to send you such mares as you want this spring, but in
order to procure you the best can be got I shall contract with some man
of the Spanish Government by permit of the Command to go to the
Pawné nation two hundred leagues west and get the finest mares to be
had of the true blood, they will be good as they are all so, if they are
handsome they will please you I shall give such instructions as will be
necessary and am in hopes that you will get them by the fall. I could get
five or six mares soon, at the Illinois very fine but I think they are hurt by
hard usage as the Inhabitants are barbarous Horse Masters, but shall do
it except I can execute my other plan. I thank you for your remem-
brance of my situation respecting lands in the Frontiers I learn that
Government has reserves on the lands on the Cumberland for the Soldiers.

If I should be deprived of a certain tract of land on that river which
I purchased three years ago and have been at a considerable expence to
improve I shall in a manner lose my all. Itis known by the name of the
great French Lick on the south or west side containing three thousand
acres, if you can do anything for me in saving of it— I shall for ever
remember it with gratitude.

Their is glorious situations and bodies of land in this country formerly
purchased I am in hopes of being able in a short time to send you a
map of the whole —my comp® to your Lady and family.

Forr ST HENRY and remain Sir

March 9 1779 } Your humble servant

G. R. CLark.
pr Wm Moira.

[On the first line of the letter the name is Moiers; in the letter to Harrison it is
Moires. — 0. B.]

C1ARK TO HARRISON.
Canadian Archives, Series B, Vol. 122, p. 307.

ForT St HENRY ST VINCENT, March roth 1779.
Dr. Str,

I received your kind letter with the thanks of the House inclosed. I
must confess Sir, that I think my country has done me more honor than I
merited, but may rest assured that my study shall be to deserve that
Honor they have already conferr’d on me.

by my publick letters you will be fully acquainted with my late success-
ful expedition against Lt Gov" Hamilton who has fallen into my hands with
all the principal Partizans of Detroit. This stroke will nearly put an end
to the Indian war, had I but men enough to take the advantage of the
present confusion of the Indian nations, I could silence the whole in two
months . T learn that five hundred men is ordered out to reinforce me.
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If they arrive with what I have in the country, I am in hopes will enable
me to do something clever.
I am with respect Sir
Your very humble servant
.G. R, Crark.

Colonel Harrison
Speaker of the House
Williamsburg
p* W™ Moires.

CLARK TO NANALOIBIL
Canadian Archives, Series B, Vol. 122, p. 342.
A Nanaromst CHEF DES PONT.

Jentends toujours dire que les sauvages n’ont point d’oreilles— je crois
qu’il seroit 4 propos que je fis une sortie sur eux pour leur en donner.

Cependant je ne me plains pas encore de toi ni de tes jeunes gens
parce que lon m’a dit que vous ne vouliez pas aller en guerre sur les
grands couteaux c’est ce qui me decide aujourd’hui a te donner la main et
te dire, comme pere, de rester tranquil sur tu natte —comme tu as fait
jusqu’a present et d’avertir tous les sauvages qui sont de tes amis de n’etre
plus fous et de charger pour faire vivre leurs femmes et leurs enfants plutot
que de se meler de la guerre. .

dis leur en mon nom que je suis aussi bon pere que bon guerrier et
que s’ils poussent ma patience a Bout qu’ils me connoitront, s'il y en a qui
veulent et encore fous je les invite de se precautionner d’armes solides
parce qu’ils seroient malhereux s'ils venoient a manquer —j'ai des soldats
qui n’ont point peur et qui sont fous aussi — je ne les pouvrai peut etre
point arreter moi méme car ils ne cherchent que la guerre et ne demande
qu’a se battre. ainsi je te repete encore que les sauvages restent tranquils
je ne veux point qu'ils se battent ni pour ni contre moi s’ils ont les oreilles
touchées qu'ils les fassent percer. Fait leur dire ou dit leur toi meme qu’il
y a longtems que je les avertis et que je commence a étre fatigué — de
tous les sauvages je n’ecris qu'a toi et a Mech Kigie parce que je crois
une partie des autres mes ennemis qui me connoitront 4 la premiere folie
qu’ils pourront faire. N’écoute point les mauvais oiseaux qui viendront
dans ton village pour lever les jeunes gens regarde toujours les francois
comme tes alliés qui leur fait du mal m’en fait. si quelqu’un vient chez
toi pour lever les jeunes gens de la part des Anglois je t'ordonne si tu
veux étre mon ami de prendre tous les effets qu’ils pourront apporter et de
me les envoyer ou de les separer egalement dans ton village.

Ceux qui vous invitent a la guerre sont vos plus cruels ennemis aussi
croyez mol soyez tranquil si vous ne voulez pas rendre vos familles dignes
de pitié. Voila mon dernier avertissement.

S* CLARK

Undated. Sent by Major de Peyster 1st July, 1779.
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3. Georgia and the Confederacy, 1865.

(Letters copied from the originals in private hands, Communicated by Mr, John Osborne
Sumner.)

GENERAL HowerL CoBB TO SECRETARY SEDDON.
[ Endorsed.] .

Rec’d. Jan. 20, ’65. His views regarding the policy of the war; sug-
gests a return to the volunteer system ; utterly opposed to arming the
slaves. &c. &c.

[In another hand.]

Respectfully submitted to the President. While differing materially
from the views of the within letter, my confidence in the patriotism and
my respect for the judgment of Gen’l Cobb induce me to invite your
consideration of it."

21 Jan. ’65. J. A. Seppon.

Macon, Jan. 8, 1865.
Hon. J. A. SEDDON,

Sec’y of War, Richmond, Va.

RY

{Seddon had written him regarding pushing the conscription; he
replies he is doing all he can, but many will never be reached except by
the free volunteering system which he again urges]. . . the proposition to
make soldiers of our slaves, the most pernicious idea that has been sug-
gested. It is to me a source of deep mortification and regret to see the
name of that good and great man and soldier, Gen’l. R. E. Lee, given as
authority for such a policy. My first hour of despondency will be the one
in which that policy shall be adopted. You cannot make soldiers of
slaves, nor slaves of soldiers. The moment you resort to negro soldiers
your white soldiers will be lost to you, and one secret of the favor with
which the proposition is received in portions of the army is the hope that |
when negroes go into the army zkey will be permitted to retire. It is
simply a proposition to fight the balance of the war with negro troops.
You can’t keep white and black troops together and you can’t trust negroes
by themselves. It is difficult to get negroes enough for the purposes indi-
cated in the President’s message, much less [sic] enough for an army.
Use all the negroes you can get, for all the purposes for which you need
them, but don't arm them. The day you make soldiers of them is the
beginning of the end of the revolution. If slaves will make good soldiers
our whole theory of slavery is wrong, but they won’t make soldiers. As a
class they are wanting in every qualification of a soldier. Better by far to
yield to the demands of England and France and abolish slavery and
thereby purchase their aid, than to resort to this policy, which leads as
certainly to ruin and subjugation as it is adopted. You want more soldiers
and hence the proposition to take negroes into the army. * Before resorting

G
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to it, at least try every reasonable mode of getting white soldiers. I do
not entertain a doubt that you can by the volunteering policy get more
men into the service than you can arm. I have more fears about arms
than about men. For Heaven’s sake try it before you fill with gloom and
despondency the hearts of many of our truest and most devoted men by
resort to the suicidal policy of arming our slaves.

Having answered the inquiries of your letter, let me volunteer in a few
words a suggestion. FPopularize your administration by some just conces-
sions to the strong convictions of public opinion. Mark you, I do not say
yield to popular clamor, but concede something to the earnest convictions
of an overwhelming and, I will say, an enlightened public opinion. First,
Yield your opposition to volunteering in the form and manner which I have
heretofore urged. Second, Restore Gen’l Johnston to the command of the
army of Tennessee and return Gen’l Beauregard to South Carolina. With
Lee in Virginia, Johnston here and Beauregard in South Carolina, you
restore confidence and at once revive the hopes of the people. At present
T regret to say that gloom and despondency rule the hour, and bitter
opposition to the administration mingled with disaffection and disloyalty is
manifesting itself. With a dash of the pen, the President can revolutionize
this state of things and [ earnestly beseech him to do it.

Sincerely yours, :
Howerr Coss, Maj. Gen'l

GenErRaL Howrrr CoBB TO PRESIDENT Davis.

AUGUSTA, 20 Jan'y, 1865.
Private and confidential.
Hon. JerrersoN Davis,
Presd’t, etc.,
Richmond, Va.
Dear Sir:

It gives me no pleasure to write this letter, but it is my duty both to
you and our cause, to say what I am about to say. In a former letter I
expressed the opinion that the prevailing sentiment in this state would in
the end become true and loyal. I regret to say that the feeling becomes
more and more disloyal every day. I am unwilling even now to write the
extent of disaffection which exists and is spreading every hour. It could
not be worse. I meet every day the men whom I regarded as the last to
yield, who come to me to represent their helplessness and despair. I meet
those whom I know have been the warm and earnest supporters of your
administration, and find them, not in open hostility, but deeply disaffected,
and under the cloud which our reverses have brought upon us. Let me
say to you in all candor and frankness that the opposition to your admin-
istration has become so general that you know not whom to look upon as
a friend and supporter. I tell you unpleasant truths, but you should know

. them — for the crisis demands that you should be honestly informed of the
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true state of things. Many of the causes which have produced this state

7

of things are beyond your personal control —such as the conduct of the
Quartermaster and Commissary Departments in the failure to supply them
with money, and the conduct of inefficient subordinates who have too
often taken more pains to trample upon the feelings and rights of citizens
than to do their duty. All this is past immediate remedy. But, Mr.
President, there are things which you can do, and which I again urge and
press you to do. First, respond to the urgent, overwhelming public feeling
in favor of the restoration of General Johuston. I assure you that your
refusal to do this is doing you more harm and producing more opposition
to your administration than you dream of. Better that you put him in
command — admitting him to be as deficient in qualities of a general as
you or any one else may suppose — than to resist a public sentiment which
is weakening your strength and destroying your powers of usefulness.

Second, rest assured that the conscription law has done its work, and
you cannot maintain your army if you look to that law to furnish security.
The law is odious, and cannot be enforced in the present state of public
feeling. I will not repeat what I have heretofore urged as the proper
remedy, but will only say that the time is fast passing when anything can
be done by volunteering.

This brings me to the main object I have in writing you at this time.
By accident T have become possessed of the facts in reference to the pro-
posed action of the Governors of certain States —you have doubtless
heard something of it—in connection with the proposed State conven-
tions. There is such a project under discussion. Some who started this
movement are urging State conventions, that steps may be taken to take the
control of affairs out of your hands. Others favor the movement because
they believe it will lead to peace, and they are willing—and T believe
anxious — for peace, even upon terms of reconstruction ; and in the present
state of feeling, if a convention should be called in Georgia, it would be
an unconditional submission concern. Whilst these opinions and views
are entertained by some — perhaps many — who favor these State conven-
tions, the movement will not be sustained to that extent, as far as I know
or believe, by any State executive. A¢ present the Governor of this State
is opposed to the call of a convention, and will continue opposed to it as
long as it is his interest to be so, and o lnger. Of other Governors

I cannot speak, but I have no idea that any of them will 7ow favor a

convention. My opinion is that they will do this— and I communicate it
that you may fully appreciate its importance, if it turns out as I expect ; —
they will address you an earnest appeal for a change of policy on the part
of the Confederate government, on the subject of the conscription laws,
impressments, etc., etc. If I have been correctly informed, their efforts
will be mainly directed to the point of recruiting the army, and will look
to the volunteering system and to the State machinery for that purpose.
Whilst I have no sympathy —as you well know — with those who have
made war upon your administration,— I do not hesitate to say to you that
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the safety of the country and the success of our cause require concessions
from you on these subjects. The time has come when we must do—not
what we prefer, but what is best for the country, and you underestimate
the dangers by which we are surrounded if you attribute this perhaps
unwelcome communication to any other motive than a sincere desire to
advance the cause more dear to me than life itself.
I am, with sentiments of sincere regard,
Very truly yours, etc.,
HoweLL Coss.

SenaTorR B. H. HiLL To PRESIDENT Davis.

La GrANGE, Ga., Mar. 23, ’65.
My dear Sir: —

As we have been receiving no mails from Richmond, I take it for
granted none are going from here to Richmond and therefore have not
written often. I now take an opportunity of sending this by safe hand and
will write a short letter.

The feeling is evidently improving in Georgia, and my information is
that very many absentees are returning to their commands.

The very day the Governor’s message was sent in, I made prompt and
direct issue with him on the subject of calling a Convention. On the first

_proposition to call a Convention, there were but two yeas in the House.

The question was changed and assumed the form of a proposition to refer
the decision of “Convention” or “no Convention” to the people. In
this form it received more votes but was still voted down by a very decided
majority.

The disappointed faction then threatened to agitate for the call before
the people, pleading the movement in Texas as a precedent. But as that
was a call without authority of the legislature, and this would be a move-
ment against that authority, they find themselves as destitute of precedent
as they are of principle and patriotism in making the movement. I am
satisfied it is effectually dead, and I have ceased to discuss it in my
addresses to the people.

I am fully satisfied Gov. Brown’s message was the first step of a con-
certed movement to inaugurate another revolution, and as such I feel
happy in its prompt and decided defeat. Mr. Stephens (Vice-President)
made no speech at all. His brother was earnest for the Convention, and
the whole influence of both was in that scale, and is included in the defeat.
The Senate passed strong resolutions, with only two dissenting voices, for
a vigorous prosecution of the war. They were not voted on by the House ;
for what reason I have not learned, as I had to leave Macon, and did not
get back before the adjournment. I know they would have passed almost
unanimously.

Best of all, our people are rapidly improving, and I do hope Georgia
will be a source of no further trouble. The people were always right, but
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a few bad, disappointed, prominent men, with the control of several papers
have been able to make much noise.

I think even Brown cannot convince the people that he will act “in
cordial cooperation” with the Confederate authorities again, and I now
look confidently to his defeat in October next.

Nothing gives me more pain than the conduct of Mr. Stephens. He
was under every obligation of honor and patriotism, after the failure at
Hampton Roads, to raise his voice and urge our people to a vigorous
renewal of the war spirit. He has not done so, and I will not venture
even in a private letter to express my utter abhorrence of the man’s con-
duct. He has been a weight for two years and seems determined to
remain one. As I urged you to put him on the commission, and as you
were kind enough to tell me my opinions and wishes influenced the Cabi-
net in the matter, I will say that as it has turned out, nothing was ever
more fortunate. His failure has at least silemced %is pernicious tongue
about ¢ brains ”” and has made true active patriots of many of his hereto-
fore deluded followers.

I am deeply pained with the action of the Senate upon your frank
message, as that action is reported to us by telegraph. I fear poor Wig-
fall has gone the way all such men go, abandoned principle to satisfy his
private ungrounded hate. Why don’t such men as Wigfall, and Stephens
and Brown learn a lesson from the fate of their friend Foote? Poor Foote !
he has fallen, but he was the very best man of the party, and fell first only
because he was most honest. Bad men, like water, will find their level
one day. I felt very badly, in view of my absence, when I saw the action
of the Senate, but I could not get back, and I know my visit here has done
good.

I know your labors are heavy, and your trials and vexations are numer-
ous, and often I find myself wishing I could do or say something to aid
you. A great cause is in your hands, and many who ought to hold up your
hands are pressing them down. And as disasters fall upon us these men
press the harder against you.

But pardon me for saying be of good cheer, we shall conquer all
enemies yet and best of all is the sweet consciousness of duty fully dis-
charged, which I know will be your comfort and joy in any event.

I shall continue to address the people and endeavor to encourage them
to stand to their duty whatever disasters may befall us. Mr. Lincoln’s
meanest detachment is here in Georgia, but they will be unable to carry the
State away.

I have no thought or desire now but to help win this fight. If there is
any work in my power to do during this recess of the Congress, I will
most freely undertake it. Understand, I will have no reward or any posi-
tion. All T ask is to serve, in any way, consistent with the position I
already hold. I will go to Richmond, or to the army, or anywhere I may
possibly be able to do good, and no private or personal interest or comfort
shall stand in the way.



102 Documenis

Pardon me for writing so freely to you. It is the Cown#ry 1 wish to
serve, and it does seem to me there never was a time when any country
more needed the services of all her children, and I simply desire to place
mine at your disposal. I do feel a strengthening faith that we shall suc-
ceed, and while I feel deeply solicitous to hold Richmond, yet even its fall
will not weaken my faith or lessen my efforts.

I take the liberty of enclosing a copy of the speech which I made at
this place to my neighbors. I do not expect you to have time to read it,
but it can do no harm to send it. It is an humble effort, as all my efforts
must be, but never did the heart more honestly applaud what the mind
conceived and the tongue uttered.

Forgive me also, for so long a trespass on your time.

Our people do and will continue to support you and may God
sustain you.
. Most sincerely yours,

B. H. Hir.
The President.




REVIEWS OF BOOKS

The Story of Vedic India, as embodied principally in the Rig-Veda.
By Z&xaIpeE A. RacoziN.  [The Story of the Nations.] (New
York and London: G. P. Putnam’s Sons. 1895. Pp. xii, 457.)

TaE writer of a book on Indian history encounters, at the very start,
difficulties of an unusual character. There are no fixed dates prior to the
date of Buddha, about 500 B.c. Instead, a certain measure of fluctuating
relative chronology, based upon internal data of the most perplexing
character. Thus, it has been possible, quite recently, for two scholars,
Professor Jacobi of Bonn, and the Hindu Bal Gangadhar Tilak, to
assume simultaneously, upon the basis of certain astronomical data, the
remote period 4000—4500 B.C. as the date of the composition of the earliest
Hindu document, the Rig-Veda. At the same time a French scholar, J.
Halévy, has still more recently repeated an argument, advanced by him-
self ten years ago, which tends in exactly the opposite direction. Accord-
ing to this the Vedic texts cannot have been reduced to writing earlier than
the period of Alexander’s invasion of India.! Even the most exuberant
faith in the capacities for memorizing with which we may credit the
ancient Hindus, judging by their performances in that direction to-day,
is not sufficient to warrant the belief that oral tradition alone could have
carried the large body of Vedic texts through many centuries. Then
there is the rather Philistine older assumption that the Vedas were com-
posed from 1200-1500 B.C., a view based upon the vaguest kind of
impression as to the quantity of time that must have been consumed in
composing the Vedas, the bulk of which certainly preceded the date of
Buddha.

This absence of fixed dates reflects very directly upon the judgment of
the chronological flavor, so to speak, of the early Hindu documents. To
some the Rig-Veda is still the “hoary bible of the Aryans”; to others it
is the product of an advanced phase of priest-craft, as remote as possible
from any kind of primitiveness. Thus the valuation of the very sub-
stance of the Vedic sources is uncertain; there is no point of vantage for
a fixed perspective; the estimate of each series of fact shifts with each
different vision.

Again, there are no names of historical consequence prior to Buddha.
Here and there the name of some priestly sage is recorded with a certain
emphasis, but he is famous for some particular trick at the sacrifice, or
some refinement of theosophic speculation, rather than the establish-

1 See Revue Sémitique, July, 1895,
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