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his text (p. 64), though the original record is, unfortunately, not printed, 
which shows that the demand for commutation of services at the rate of 
fourpence an acre was persisted in, in one Suffolk village, for three years 
after the rising had been suppressed. Mr. Powell's conclusion that " the 
rising was the matured result of a comprehensive plan, carried out by 
means of a more or less perfect organization, extending throughout the 
Eastern Counties" (p. 57), which he bases on a statement in an indictment 
to the effect that a certain person had given himself out as " nuntius magn» 
societatis " (translated by Mr. Powell "messenger of a great society"), 
becomes doubtful when this passage is compared with others in which the 
same phrase occurs; especially, pages 134, 137. Probably the words 
"magna societas " mean no more than a large body of men bent on a 
common purpose, and refer to the insurgents already congregated. 

W. J. A. 

The Universities of Aberdeen: A History, by Robert Sangster Rait, 
M.A. (Aberdeen, J. G. Bisset, 1895, PP- ^ii' 382), is a careful, interesting, 
and well-proportioned narrative of the parallel history of King's and 
Marischal Colleges, known since i860 as the University of Aberdeen. 
The interest of the volume is not hmited to graduates of the northern 
university. While its story of the rivalries and jealousies of the two 
Aberdeen institutions must especially appeal to them, this is only a part of 
the larger history of the slow development of the Scottish university system 
itself, by the labors of successive parliamentary commissions, to its present 
form; while this, again, is an integral and important factor of the general 
intellectual and religious history of the country. 

The unsatisfactory point about The Journal of a Spy in Paris during the 
Reign of Terror, January-July, I7<p4, by Raoul Hesdin (New York, Harper 
and Brothers, 1896, pp. xxiii, 204), is that no evidence is given of its authen­
ticity. It is nowhere stated in the preface that the original manuscript is 
preserved in any public or private collection, and the editor gives neither 
name nor initials upon the title-page or anywhere else. Of course this 
omission of necessary information may be merely an oversight, for the 
unknown editor describes the manuscript he has published, though without 
stating when or how it came into his hands; but historical students at the 
present time cannot be too careful in insisting that evidence of authenticity 
shall always be given before they take into serious consideration any new 
historical document. Apart from this blemish — a most important one, it 
must be admitted — the editor has done his work well and shows in his 
notes a very considerable knowledge of the latest literature upon the 
French Revolution. The period covered by the diary is the last six months 
of the Reign of Terror; but it concludes, possibly from the loss of the last 
leaves, before coming to the Revolution of the 9th Thermidor, when 
Robespierre was overthrown and the Terror came to an end. It cannot 
be said that the Journal throws any new Kght on the history of Paris 
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during the Reign of Terror, a fact which further throws doubt upon the 
authenticity of the Journal in the absence of information as to the where­
abouts of the original; but the side-hghts thrown on social Hfe during the 
time of great dramatic interest make it worthy of perusal by all who study 
the history of the French Revolution. H. M. S. 

A charming volume of gossip is La Vie a Paris pendant une Annie de 
la Revolution {iYgi-iYg2), by Gustave Isambert (Paris, F^lix Alcan, 1896, 
pp. viii, 324). The author is a scholarly journalist, well versed in all the 
literature of the French Revolution, who undertook during the year 1891 
to write a series of articles for the Temps, of Paris, describing the manner 
of life of Parisians in 1791, in connection with the political events of that 
most important year in the history of the French Revolution. The idea of 
celebrating a centenary in this fashion was excellent and the newspapers of 
Paris have ever since 1889 filled up their spare columns with sketches 
recording the various striking events and picturesque doings of the period 
of the French Revolution. Most of these articles are rapidly written and 
have no permanent value. But M. Isambert is something more than a 
journalist; he is a scholar as well, and it would have been a great pity if 
his learned and spirited articles had gone the way of ordinary newspaper 
articles. M. Isambert has not attempted to write a history of the year 
which elapsed from 20 June, 1791, when the king and queen and the royal 
children left Paris in their ill-starred attempt to escape from France which 
was stopped at Varennes, to 20 June, 1792, on which day the mob of 
Paris invaded the Tuileries and made evident to all France that the power 
of the Bourbon monarchy had departed ; his chapters treat of such matters 
as costume, the theatre, the life of the cafes, popular songs and caricatures, 
and the characteristics of social life during that most interesting twelve­
month rather than of the causes and sequence of political events. Charm­
ingly written, giving evidence on every page of wide reading and historical 
sense, carefully supplied with footnotes and references, M. Isambert's 
volume may be cordially recommended not only to historical students of 
the French Revolution, but to all classes of general readers who take an 
interest in the social life of a century ago. H. M. S. 

The Development of Parliament during the Nineteenth Century, by 
G. Lowes Dickenson, Fellow of King's College, Cambridge (London 
and New York, Longmans, Green and Co., 1895, pp. viii, 183), is a 
concise presentation of the great revolution in government which 
England has undergone in the present century. The book is written 
from a conservative point of view. A hundred years ago power lay with a 
small aristocracy. To-day it is in the hands of a vast democracy. " The 
power has been transferred from the control of a compact and vigorous 
aristocracy to that of a democracy which in fact, though not in outward 
form, is more complete and more uncontrolled than any at present existing 
in any first-class state." The author traces the changes from the reform 
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