Minor Notices ' 809

Les Institutions Communales de Rome sous la Papauté.  Par E. Rodo-
canachi. (Paris, Alphonse Picard et Fils, 1901, pp. vii, 424.) The
present book is not M. Rodocanachi’s first ; since 1888 he has published
at least ten or a dozen works, some of them of considerable size and im-
portance. The book before us, as its title indicates, is a history of the
communal institutions of Rome under the papacy. In treating the subject,
the author has adopted the chronological method, beginning his story
with the days when Rome was still governed by the imperial prefects and
concluding it with the end of all communal institutions in the eighteenth
century. '

To the text of the book has been added an appendix containing two
bulls: one of Pius II., dated October, 1460, and one of Sixtus V., dated
May, 1588. Why these two documents were selected is hard to deter-
mine ; they seem to add no special illumination to the text. Following
the appendix comes an elaborate table of all the important bulls which
relate to the communal life of the city between the years 1188 and 1595.
Finally, the book contains a synoptical table of the articles of the four
different codifications of the Roman municipal statutes.

In writing the book, the author, as he himself says, has endeavored
to keep constantly before the reader the fact that the antagonism which
existed from the earliest times between the papal power and the people
determined the character of Roman institutions; that institutions were
created as much to frustrate the will of the Pope as to insure the people
in their liberties. Furthermore, the Roman people of the Middle Ages
were so dominated by the traditions of the ancient glories of their city
that many of their institutions were the result of a sort of brooding upon
what the city had once been to the world. Yet the liberties which the
Roman people succeeded from time to time in wresting from the Popes,
they speedily lost ; for there existed in the city none of that spirit of
freedom which commercial activity had engendered in the minds of the
citizens of the communes of northern Italy. Rome never was and never
became a commercial city and therefore its communal institutions never
had any very great vitality.

A1l these points are brought out very well in the book before us, but
one notable weakness mars this otherwise satisfactory treatise. A close
study of the communal institutions of Rome shows that they are almost
all copies of the institutions of the cities of northern Italy. In almost
every case, Rome was at least half a century behind the cities of Lom-
bardy in its communal history and frequent reference to the institutions
of the northern communes would therefore have helped the reader to
understand much more easily the municipal history of Rome. Instead
of doing this the author has treated all the Roman institutions as though
they had their origin in the city itself and the book therefore suffers very
much from the narrowness of the writer’s point of view.

ARTHUR MavER WOLFSON.




810 Reviews of Books

Menassek ben Israel’s Mission to Oliver Cromwell, by Lucien Wolf
(London, Macmillan and Co., 1901, pp. lxxxviii, 191), is a reprint in
facsimile of three pamphlets published by Menasseh ben Israel in 1649~
1656 to promote the readmission of the Jews into England, with an
introduction and notes by the editor, and three portraits, two of which
are from the hand of Rembrandt. It isa beautiful volume and appears
under the auspices of the Jewish Historical Society of England as a
memorial of the interesting character whose name it bears. Menasseh
ben Israel was a rabbi living in Amsterdam, of Marrano descent, who
was led by his studies of the Messianic prophecies and by the philo-
Jewish character of the Puritan revolution to undertake a mission to
Cromwell in 1655-1657 in the hope of securing a refuge for his perse-
cuted co-religionists of the continent. The mission seemed at the time
to be a failure owing to the opposition of the ministers and merchants,
especially the latter, and Menasseh died of a broken heart; yet its
ultimate result was the legal readmission of the Jews into England. In
the heated debates on the question, two judges gave it as their opinion
that there was no law prohibiting the residence of Jews in England, and
Cromwell acted quietly on their advice. The pamphlets here reprinted
are essential to a knowledge of this important episode.

Not the least valuable part of the volume is the introduction by Mr.
Wolf giving a short history of the movement for readmission. For
many years Mr. Wolf has contributed articles to historical periodicals
on various phases of this topic. He has made the subject specially his
own and his enthusiasm is clearly reflected in his interesting pages. One
notices, however, that his natural desire to make the most of the some-
what fragmentary material leads him occasionally to outrun his evidence.
Not to mention minor matters, it is certainly an exaggeration to regard
Cromwell as the mainspring of the whole readmission movement and
even the instigator of Menasseh’s mission. Cromwell supported the
mission heartily, but the documents hardly bear out the assertion that
¢¢ Menasseh was but a puppet in his hands.”” It must be added, how-
ever, that the author cites his evidence constantly, which makes it easy
for the careful reader to part company with him at any point. Whether
he has not unduly emphasized the commercial side of Cromwell’s policy,
touches upon a question concerning which there is still disagreement.
Mr. Wolf announces a new volume dealing with the same subject in
greater detail, which will be looked forward to with interest. Of the
general importance of this very creditable memorial volume, it is suffi-
cient to say that it should not be overlooked by anyone who is interested
in the history of the Commonwealth period, the history of the Jews, or
the history of religious toleration. G. ]

The. Siege of Quebec and the Battle of the Plains of Abraham. By
Arthur G. Doughty, in collaboration with G. W. Parmelee. (Quebec,
Dussault and Proulx, 1go1, six vols., pp. xxx, 280; X, 317; X, 340;
xiii, 334 ; xi, 362; 346.) For several years past, there has been waged




