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items is explainable, if not defensible, but why the Declaration of the
Stamp Act Congress, the Declaratory Act of Parliament of 1766, the
Mecklenburg Declarations, both spurious and authentic, and the Virginia
Bill of Rights of 1776 should be selected, to the exclusion of documents
really vital to the argument, it is hard to understand.
An excellent index completes the volume.
Max FARRAND.

The Letters of Richard Henry Lee. Collected and edited by JaMES
CurTtis Barracu, Ph.D., LL.D., Professor of American His-
tory in the Johns Hopkins University. Volume I., 1762-1778.
{New York: The Macmillan Company. 1911. Pp. xxvii, 467.)

TaI1s excellent edition of the letters of Richard Henry Lee is disap-
pointing in no particular. The interest, the value, the freshness, and
the significance are all that such a publication would lead one to expect.
Lee was always to the forefront in the revolutionary advance. It was
he who drafted the “ Articles of Association by the Citizens of West-
moreland ”, binding themselves ““ at every hazard, and paying no regard
to danger or death” to prevent the execution of the Stamp Act. In
July of 1768, he was urging the creation of committees of correspon-
dence, and among the first he congratulated Dickinson and Samuel
Adams. April 1, 1776, he was urging independence, and within three
weeks pleaded for foreign embassies. He was one of the first on hand
with ideas for new state governments and in urging a confederation.
In fact he was always ready with vague, general plans for correcting
the times that were “out of joint", but rarely with specific devices.
True patriot he was, ready to work himself blind and sick for the cause;
he was not cool and calm and logical enough to be a great statesman. He
became excited and worked madly on Congressional committees until
he “ panted for retirement from the most distressing pressure of business
I ever had conception of ". As a member of the war committee Lee
writes letters that give much light on the military plans of Congress,
Washington's relations with that body, and its difficulties in getting
military supplies. The part which necessary inoculation against small-
pox played in delaying the organization of armies in America is graph-
ically shown in Lee's letters. Radical as he was he saw clearly the incon-
gruity of democracy and military efficiency. He scolded constantly
about the folly of the militia system, and urged the formation of regular
armies. His plea for a naval force is insistent, and his letters furnish
much detail about the British blockade of the coast, especially of Mary-
land and Virginia. America was like an island, he declared, and could
not hope for decisive victory while Britannia “ruled the waves”. As
early as July 22, 1777, he foresaw Burgoyne's defeat or capture, because
at his distance from the sea no naval rescue was possible. “ Curse their
canvas wings”, he cried. After the French alliance and the coming of
the French fleet, he was sure of ultimate success.




Ballagh: Richard Henry Lee 165

Lee's judgments like those of most men were a mixture of good and
bad. He sent out to friends a good deal of misinformation, especially
rumors of British misfortunes, which he accepted with optimistic eager-
ness. The ignis fatuus of a Spanish alliance he pursued till the dawn
of peace. He had a most provincial confidence in foreign adventurers,
urging Virginia ceaselessly to employ one to train the state’s artillery.
The flight of Congress to Baltimore he resisted to the last, necessary
though it was. Finally, he approved of breaking the Saratoga conven-
tion. On the other hand he showed the greatest good sense in urging
the necessity of taxation to sink the vast paper money issues. Again,
he saw as clearly as Frankiin how little significance there was in Howe's
capture of Philadelphia. As to men his judgment was often bad. One
can forgive him his amiable overestimation of his truculent, trouble-
brewing brother, Arthur Lee, and even his implacable enmity to Silas
Deane, for fraternal communications corrupted him there; but his
enthusiasm over Gates, and the fact that he apparently brought that
wolf, Charles Lee, into the fold—introducing him as the “able friend
of liberty and mankind ”, that * warm, spirited foe to American oppres-
sion"—is less creditable to his judgment. In Lee’s personal affairs
there is much of interest. There is evidence that he and other Virginians
were hard pressed financially in the period before the war, enough, in-
deed, to account for their discontent. In fact these letters reveal that
the Virginian. with all of his scorn of the “ Yankee pedlar ", was quitz
as much engrossed with selling his tobacco, as was the trader with the
sale of his Yankee notions. Lee’s early letters are filled with data about
the methods of trade with England, how vessels were loaded, the troub-
les with captains, the buying of clothes, medicines. and even eyeglasses,
from over the sea.

Lee spoke and wrote habitually in rather exaggerated language. The
Stamp Act’s “intrinsic vileness”, the “ parricidal heart” of the stamp
collector, “the diabolical wickedness of that execrable court”, and the
“infamous perseverance of the devils of despotism” are the only rhe-
torical outlets for his feelings. Against the Tories he is very bitter, and
also against the backward states Maryland and Pennsylvania, while the
idea of reconciliation is a red flag to this revolutionary Taurus. He is
as sentimental, or rather sententious. as Joseph Surface, going repeat-
edly into long moral disquisitions. Some phrases, like “ sunshine of lib-
erty ” and “dark arts of tyranny”, become wearisome. With Latin
phrases and the classic myths he shows acquaintance, also with French
and French authors—especially Montesquieu.  Shakespeare, Pope, Junius,
and Butler’s Hudibras are the English literary fields where he had most
gleaned. .

Dr. Ballagh's editing leaves nothing to be desired. It is a model of
what such work should be. The second volume will of course contain
an index. and with that the publication is bevond criticism.

C. H. Vax TyneE.
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Lowisiana under the Rule of Spain, France, and the United States, -
1785-1807: Social, Economic, and Political Conditions of the
Territory represented in the Louisiana Purchase, as portrayed in
hitherto unpublished contemporary accounts by Dr. Paul Alliot
and wvarious Spanish, French, English, and American Officials.

~In two volumes. Translated or transcribed from the original
manuscripts, edited, annotated, and with bibliography and index
by JaMmEes ALEXANDER RoOBERTSON. (Cleveland, Ohio: The
Arthur H. Clark Company. 1911. Pp. 376, 391.)

THE volumes prepared by Mr. Robertson on the social and political
condition of Louisiana about the time of the cession to the United States
form a most valuable and interesting aid to the student. Many of the
documents in the volumes, though not printed before, were used by Mr.
Henry Adams in his richly documented History of the United States,
being printed from his transcripts, now in the Bureau of Rolls and
Library at the Department of State in Washington. But others represent
materials quite new .to the ordinary student, chiefly from the increasing
collection in the Library of Congress. In his preface, the editor ex-
plains that the papers reprinted represent merely a selection from the
documents available, omitting, for example, all papers bearing upon the
Burr episode. The richness of the material selected can be understood
from a few items. In the first volume we have a very full and free
account of Louisiana by Dr. Paul Alliot, a new document given in French
and in English; an account of the political condition of Louisiana about
1783, by the Spanish intendant, Martin de Navarro, showing the nervous-
ness of the Spanish officials lest the English or the Americans should
penetrate the barrier which they sought to interpose above Mexico; a
similar document from Governor Gayoso de Lemos on conditions in
Louisiana. 1792: and a military report on Louisiana and West Florida,
by Carondelet, 1704. In the second volume, we have the correspondence
of the English ambassadors in regard to the purchase of Louisiana by
the United States; the very significant Casa Irujo correspondence indi-
cating the anxiety of the Spanish upon that subject; a fairly complete
collection of documents relative to the vexed question of the boundaries
of Louisiana, from Spanish and French officials and irom Claiborne and
Wilkinson : considerable excerpts from the letters of Claiborne to Madi-
son and others: and Vicente Folch's reflections on Louisiana, showing.
in his own words (p. 328) “the dangerous tendency of the retrocession
of Louisiana to the French government”, and the fears excited in the
breast of every patriotic Spaniard, continues the governor of West
Florida. by that retrocession.

The selection of documents to illustrate conditions in Louisiana seems
to have been made with care. We have the opinions of officials and the
impressions of unofficial observers, Spanish, French, and American. We
could hardly expect more in the compass of two volumes; but we cannot
help expressing a regret that the editor did not carry out the * intention



