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standing army, and martial law. The most significant additions are
the right of the majority to control the minority and “the right of
controlling those vicious members of society who invade the rights of
others”. The general assembly of all adult males had no right of
initiative, this being reserved to the council elected by the assembly.
“The Indian Stream War” with Canada (1835) hastened the accept-
ance of New Hampshire’s jurisdiction in 1836.

The book includes land and assembly récords, the report of the In-
dian Stream Commissioners, and a journal of Luther Parker’s daughter
Ellen, giving interesting details of western pioneer life, subsequent to
Parker’s removal to Wisconsin in 1836. The great mass of details
might have been occasionally lightened by the substitution of some in-
terpretation, notably in the case of the constitution; but the work was
worth doing, has been well done, and possesses some degree of unity
through its picture of pioneer life east and west.

: HerperRT DARLING FOSTER.

Robert Fulton. By Alice Crary Sutcliffe. [True Stories of Great

_ Americans.] (New York, Macmillan Company, 1915, pp. xi, 193.)

The pleasure of writing the life of an ancestor whose fame has made
his name immortal must be very great to an author possessed of real
literary skill, and Mrs. Sutcliffe has given us a life of Fulton which
has great merit. It is written for young people but will give most
adults a fund of information about the great inventor and engineer
which they could hardly find elsewhere in the same compass. The story
of Fulton’s career is very complete in a general way, although the
limited space obviously shuts out details of the less important periods
of his life. Tt is a great pleasure to note that Mrs. Sutcliffe has proved
a fair and impartial biographer. She gives at considerable length an
account of the work done by the other early inventors of steamboats,
and recognizes that the peculiar merit of Fulton was the design of the
steamboat on scientific principles so as to make it a commercial success.

The account of his invention of submarine torpedo warfare is ade-
quate, and properly calls attention to the fact that Fulton had done all
that was possible in this sphere with the motive power available.

In view of the fact that this book is for young people, Mrs. Sut-
cliffe deserves special commendation for emphasizing, again and again,
that Fulton’s success and fame are due not alone to his genius but
mainly to hard work, assiduous care of details, and tenacity of purpose
that surmounted all discouragements. This is true of all great inven-
tors, but usually one hears only of the success and little or nothing
of the hard work and persistence.

The style of the book is attractive and we can commend it as ad-
mirably fulfilling its aim of giving the true story of the life of one of
America’s greatest sons, and also of teaching some very useful lessons
and inculcating high ideals in the young peoplé for whom it is written.
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Millard Fillmore: Constructive Statesman, Defender of the Consti-
tution, President of the United States. By William Elliot Griffis, D.D.,
LH.D. (Ithaca, N. Y., Andrus and Church, 1915, pp. ix, 159.) Dr.
Griffis has written an interesting little book in the effort to show that
Millard Fillmore, “ far from being the colorless man in American poli-
tics which rivals and enemies, the ignorant and copyists have made
him”, was “not the least in a line of rulers, which for ethical purity,
high character and signal abilities, know$ no superior in the world’s
long history ”. Filled with lively comments, pungent allusions to events
contemporary and recent, picturesque descriptions of Congressional and
social life in the fifties, the volume shows a refreshing unconventionality
in its eulogy of the Unionist statesman, at the expense of abolitionists
and extremists. But although Dr. Griffis has done his best, he has
found the task of enlivening Fillmore’s honorable record too much for
even his vigorous pen. In spite of every effort Fillmore remains, as

Dr. Griffis honestly admits, “rigidly conservative”, “above all cau-
tious”, “tranquil”, “methodical”, of “imperturbable temper”, and
“correct habits”. “He steered”, declares the author, “according to

the compass of the Constitution. To Millard Fillmore, this was as
the finger of God pointing the way.” Not even Dr. Griffis’s vivacity
can alter the essential commonplaceness of the respectable, moderate
President. The only direct claim for Fillmore’s leadership is made re-
garding the foreign policy of his administration, which is declared to
be “{fully equal ... to Washington’s in prudence, or to Grant’s or -
Roosevelt’s in firmness, or to Taft’s or Wilson’s in wisdom ”. No evi-
dence is brought forward, however, to transfer from Webster to Fill-
more the honor hitherto credited to the Secretary of State in the Huelse-
mann, Kossuth, and Lopez affairs, nor, for that matter, is there any
full consideration of the relations of Webster, Fillmore, and the party
leaders in the nominating convention of 1852. For any new light on
the history of the Fillmore administration the book will be consulted
in vain. Doubtless Dr. Griffis merely intended to touch on the high
points and produce a lively narrative. This he has certainly succeeded
in accomplishing.
Turopore CLARKE SMITH,

Ulysses S. Grant. By Franklin Spencer Edmonds. [American
Crisis Biographies.] (Philadelphia, George W. Jacobs and Company,
1915, pp. 376.) This brief popular sketch of the life of General Grant
is based upon secondary materials, of which a short bibliographical
list is appended to the volume. There are three documentary append-
ixes, containing, respectively, the letters interchanged between Grant
and Sherman, in March, 1864, upon the occasion of the nomination of
Grant as lieutenant-general; the orders of May 2, 1864, to the Army
of the Potomac, before the general advance of the next few days; and
the letters exchanged by Grant and Lee in regard to the surrender at



