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British Diplomatic Instructions, idSp-i/Sp. Volume I. Sweden, i68g-
1727. Edited for the Royal Historical Society by James Frederick 
Chance, M.A., F. R. Hist. S. (London, the Society, 1922, pp. xxxviii, 
250.) This collection of documents is a most scholarly piece of work, 
prepared with scientific accuracy and endowed with an admirable in
dex. There is no table of contents, but the introduction is well and 
thoughtfully written and actually prepares the way for the efficient use 
of the documents. Enough too has been said about each envoy to make 
clear his character and position, as well as the circumstances attending 
his mission. 

The " public instructions " are not included, save a few as examples, 
because such were practically stereotyped. The " additional " and " pri
vate and additional " instructions are concerned primarily with the con
ditions of the moment and contain much more of interest. Selections 
from the despatches to the envoys, often equivalent to instructions, sent 
subsequent to the instructions, are also included. The texts are perforce 
office copies, not originals. The editor retains in general the original 
orthography, though abbreviations are extended and the use of capitals 
and the punctuation modernized. 

Comparatively few despatches are available from the first years of 
Charles XH., i.e., the first years of Peter the Great, it should be noted, 
somewhat more from 1699 to 1709. Thence they come in quite a group, 
increasing more and more as we near the end of the period, the greater 
number being dated between 1719 and 1727. One easily recognizes the 
importance of this period from 1689 to 1727, perhaps not the greatest 
in Sweden's history, nevertheless an heroic epoch, the times of Charles 
XH. Sweden exerted influence upon European history, eastern and 
western, during that epoch and her potential importance seemed repeat
edly to be a menace in the West, as for instance at the time of the 
famous interview between Charles XII . and Marlborough. 

This volume is one of a series to cover the eighteenth century. It 
is to be expected that the contents of the other volumes will be as valu
able and illuminating and as well constituted. 

ARTHUR I. ANDREWS. 

L'Influence Allemande en France au XVIII" et au XIX^ Steele. 
Par L. Reynaud, Professeur a la Faculte des Lettres de Clermont. [Col
lection de Critique et d'Histoire.] (Paris, Librairie Hachette, 1922, pp. 
316, 12 fr.) Beginning with the first systematic attempts to introduce the 
French public to German literature, around 1750, M. Reynaud has under
taken to ascertain how deeply the influence of German thought has been 
felt in France during the last century and a half. His book contains 
much material which is new, and is in other parts a very valuable com
pendium of the most recent works on a very complicated question 
It is also, like the recent books of MM. Seillieres and Rene Gillouin, rep-
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resentative of a very important current of French thought, inasmuch as 
it is frankly presented as an attempt to bring into the pale of " clear and 
stern Latin reason, guide and supreme defender of our culture", the 
French mind led astray by foreign philosophers. 

In the first part, entitled La Breche, or " Breaking through ", M. 
Raynaud has conclusively shown that from the very beginning the French 
public has been attracted by the sentimental and pastoral elements found 
in certain secondary German writers like Gessner but failed to develop 
an interest in the German thinkers. Werther pleased because of a mor
bid sentimentality which corresponded to the tendencies of the times, 
but Goethe's more significant work remained practically unknown until 
late in the nineteenth century. The influence of Germany was not 
seriously felt before the publication of Madame de Stael's famous book 
De I'AUemagne. 

During the romantic period, it is to some extent the same conven
tional picture of Germany, loving and sentimental or satanic and fantastic, 
which appeals to the public. At the same time, however, through Cousin, 
Quinet, and Michelet, and later through Tairie and Renan, German phil
osophical theories begin to permeate and cloud the French intellect and, 
if we are to follow M. Reynaud, to replace faith by mysticism, and reason 
by metaphysical uncertainties. The last chapter, in which M. Reynaud 
makes a survey of the extent and depth of the penetration of German 
ideas in France during the years which followed the Franco-Prussian 
War, will probably be most illuminating to a foreign reader. 

Bold generalizations and contradictions cannot be avoided in a work 
of such a scope; but many of M. Reynaud's generalizations seem very 
questionable. The influence of the French Revolution on the romantic 
movement is hardly indicated; one would hesitate to trace to the influence 
of German philosophy, alone the flood of obscenities found in certain 
naturalistic writers; one feels somewhat surprised to see Jaures considered 
as a disciple of Karl Marx while Jules Guesde is not mentioned; one is 
somewhat surprised to find Edgar Poe, George Eliot, Dante Gabriel 
Rossetti, Ruskin, Swinburne, Oscar Wilde enumerated in one breath 
and Kipling left out of German influences. One would like to add 
many reservations and qualifications to several statements of M. Reynaud, 
but on the whole his book is a remarkable contribution to a very compli
cated and much discussed problem which confronts at the present time 
the French people, and is a commendable effort to solve it historically. 

GILBERT CHINARD. 

La Revolution Frangaise. Par Albert Mathiez, Professeur d'His-
toire Moderne a la Faculte des Lettres de I'Universite- de Dijon. Tome I. 
La Chute de la Royaute\, iy8y-ij()2. (Paris, Armand Colin, 1922, pp. 
vi, 218, 5 fr.) Just as there is need of an outline of history and an 
outline of science so there is need of an up-to-date history of the French 
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