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From time to time, in this place, T H E 
AMERICAN MERCURY will present portraits 

of its more frequent contributors, along 
wi th brief accounts 
of their lives and 
adventures in this 
world. The series 
is herewith inau­
gurated, appropri­
ately enough, wi th 
a few lines about 
Herbe r t Asbury , 
whose first contri­
bution, " U p From 
Methodism," was 
published in the 
issue for February, 
19x5. It caused a 
dreadful u p r o a r 
among the custom­
ers of the Wesleyan 
r e v e l a t i o n , and 
helped to lay the 
foundation of T H E AMERICAN MERCURY'S 

reputation as an organ at once of the athe­
ists and of the Pope. Later on Mr. Asbury 
expanded his story, and the result was a 
book under the same ti t le, published in 
1916 and since riotously reviewed by the 
various Chrtittan /^i^wc^/M. Another chapter 
from it, " H a t r a c k , " was printed in the is­
sue for April, 1916. It led to the attempted 
suppression of the magazine by the Boston 
wowsers, and, on their lamentable defeat 
in court, to the barring of the number from 
the mails, ex poif facto, by the allied wow­
sers of the Postoffice. Few magazine articles 
printed in America have ever had a larger 
circulation. Mr. Asbury has also contrib-
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THE AMERICAN MERCURY 

The Traveler's Telephone 
An Advertisement of 

the American Telephone and Telegraph Company 

AMERICANS are the greatest 
travelers in the world. They 
have knit the country together 
by steel rails and made it the largest 
and most prosperous business com­
munity the world has ever seen. Busi­
ness, friendship and pohtical solidarity 
are maintained by personal touch, by 
travel and the telephone. Wherever 
the business man goes in this country, 
be it thirty miles or three thousand, he 
is still within earshot of his office, his 
family and his friends. H e can get 
them and they can get him, and for 
the longest call in the United States 
the day rate is only ^12 and the night 
rate is only | 8 . 

For the Eell Telephone Sys­
tem is an idea in force nation­
ally. All the instruments are 

designed in the largest industrial labo­
ratory in the world and made in the 
same factories to the one standard of 
fitness. All of the telephone builders, 
repairers and operators are trained to 
the same ideal and aim; stated by 
President Walter S. GifFord as: 

"A telephone service for the nation, 
so far as humanly possible free from 
imperfections, errors or delays, and 
enabling at all times anyone anywhere 
to pick up a telephone and talk to any­
one else anywhere else, clearly, quickly 
and at a reasonable cost."· 
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