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life in the South prior to and during the Civil War. 
They are all Ytry feeble, and of l i t t le historical value 
or literary merit. 

OUR TIMES: America Finding Herself. 
By Mark Sullivan. Charles Scribners Sons 
$5 9 x 6 ; 668 pp. Nc» York 

The first volume of this intimate history, " T h e 
Turn of the Century," was published rather more than 
a year ago. Mr. Sullivan devotes the first half of the 
present volume to a "survey of the average American's 
stock of ideas, so far as those ideas came to him through 
his early education. ' ' Much space is devoted to the pub
lic schools of the 8o's, and to the school-books used in 
them. The author, as in his first volume, has unearthed 
an immense mass of interesting and amusing material, 
and it is presented very efl^ectively, wi th many illus
trations. The second half of the book covers the po
litical and social history of the United States between 
1900 and 1905—the gaudy Roosevelt era. There is an 
especially good chapter on the long fight for pure 
food laws. 

RELIGION 
THE NEW REFORMATION: From Physical to 
Spiritual Kealities. 
By Michael Pupin. Charles Scribners Sons 
$2.-50 8 X 5^^^; 173 pp. New York 

After a chapter on scientific method and four on the 
gradual development of the fundamental theories of 
physics, Dr. Pupin proceeds to argue tha t "our 
Christian faith sees in the life and teaching of Christ 
the highest spiritual reality which our belief in God, 
the fountainhead of all spiritual realities, planted in 
the soul of m a n . " Wha t this "highest spiritual 
real i ty" may be he does not explain. He is, indeed, 
somewhat vague about the whole matter, as physic
ists always are (consider the cases of Mil l ikan, Lodge, 
Crookes, etc.) when they deal with religious concepts. 
Dr. Pupin thinks it is improbable that anything "re
sembling this spiritual world exists also in the con
sciousness of lower animals ," for the reason tha t 
"man worships, animals do n o t . " 

GOD AND PAIN. 
By George Stewart The George H. Doran Company 
$1.35 7 > i x 5 ; i 3 o p p . New York 

A vague and somewhat mushy discussion of the 
problem of evil. The author resorts to poets for his 
materials, and is apparently unfamiliar wi th the vast 
literature on the subject by professional theologians. 
Nevertheless, it will make a useful book for clergy
men in search of matter for reassuring sermons. 
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THE RADIANT STORY OF JESUS. 
By Alphonse Seche. The Century Company 
$3.50 8>1i X 5>i; 381 pp. New York 

M. Seche starts off with the astounding theory (a t 
least to English-speaking persons) tha t the four Gos
pels are " redundant" and tha t reading them is " t i re
some." Obviously, he suffers, as a i 'renchman, from 
the fact tha t there has never been a decent translation 
of the Bible into French. In English there is no such 
difficulty: the Authorized Version is one of the glories 
of the language. Thus M. Scche's laborious effort to 
put the Four Gospels ( w i t h some help from the 
Apocrypha) into a continuous narrative goes for 
naught : the original is much better. He at tempts no 
revision of that original, but accepts all its statements 
as fact. He even puts down unblushingly the gene
alogy of Jesus in Mat thew 1. The translation into 
English is by Helen Davenport Gibbons. 

THE FORGOTTEN BOOKS OF E D E N . 
Edited by Rutherford H. Piatt, Jr. Alpha House 
$1.95 8pix 'j}4;z6zpp. New York 

A collection of apocryphal and pseudepigraphical 
writ ing, hi ther to unobtainable in a single volume at 
a moderate price. It includes the first and second books 
of Adam and Eve, the Testaments of the Twelve 
Patriarchs, the fourth book of Maccabees, and the 
Psalms and Odes of Solomon. The last-named, known 
only in a Syriac text, was discovered so recently as 
1909 by J. Rcndel Harris, a Cambridge scholar. There 
is a preface to the volume by Dr. William N . Guthr ie , 
rector of St. Mark 's in the Bouwerie, N e w York. 

BIOGRAPHY 
PORTRAITS IN COLOR. 
By Mary White Ovington. The Viking Press 
$2. 8 X 5 K ; 2-4'PP· New York 

Twenty sympathetic sketches of Negro men and 
women, all of them living. Those dealt wi th are 
James Weldon Johnson, Marcus Garvey, Max Yergan, 
Mordecai W. Johnson, Lucy Lancy, Robert Russa 
Moton, W. E. Burghardt DuBois, Scipio Africanus 
Jones, Walter White , Robert S. Abbot t , Maggie Lena 
Walker, Eugene Kinckle Jones, Louis Tompkins 
Wright, Ernest Everett Just , George Washington 
Carver, Janie Porter Barrett, Langston Hughes , Paul 
Robeson, Meta Vaux Warrick Fuller, and Roland 
Hayes. " I have written of no o n e , " says the author, 
" w h o m I have not met and seen at w o r k . " 

ALFRED E. SMITH: A Critical Study. 
By Henry F. Pringle. Macy-Masius 
$3 9 χ 5 >i; 401 pp. New York 

This is by no means a campaign biography, but an 
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An Outstanding Boo\ofthe Year— 
" A new kind of hiitory, one that weaves 

into its fabric the stuff of every-day life." 

OUR TIMES 
• • 

America Finding Herself 
by 

Mark Sullivan 

THE picture of American life from 1904 to 1908—with 
excursions into years beyond those limits—is here 
spread before the reader in all its amazing diversity. 

Recreated by Mr. Sullivan from personalities, events, and 
customs in the fascinating manner that made "The Turn of 
the Century"—first volume of "Our Times"—a best seller 
for more than a year, this new volume continues the history 
and presents in itself a complete picture of these eventful years. 
Roosevelt, Morgan, Harriman, Hill, and Rockefeller emerge 
with new emphasis from the pages; Trusts, Steel, Oil, Big 
Business, First Successes in Flying, Fashions, Books, and Songs 
are described and recalled with dramatic vividness and humor. 
The illustrations are an important feature of the book. Hun
dreds of contemporary cartoons, photographs, and sketches 
join with the brilliant text to make "America Finding Her
self" one of the most important books of the year. 

At all Boo\^ores 

WITH 204 ILLUSTRATIONS. $5.00 

Charles Scribner's Sons, 597 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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