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ization and mechanicalization of American life. He
depicts a civilization in which all of the finer values
have been subordinated to mob notions of the Good
Life. If Europe ever becomes Americanized, he argues,
it will be ruined. This thesis he maintains with a
heavy documentation, and to impressive effect. The
book is obviously earnest and honesc, and it would
probably get a good deal of attention in an English
translation.

T H E REPUBLICAN PARTY: A History.
By William Starr Myers. The Century Company
§5 8>'f x 5J4; 4S7 pp. New York

THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY: A History.
By Frajik R. Kent. The Century Company
$5 8 K x 5J4; 568 pp. New York

Dr. Myers is professor of politics at Princeton and
Mr. Kent is the political correspondent of the Balti-
more Sun. Neither book reveals much new study of
the sources, but both are useful compilations. Mr.
Kent's volume is considerably more sensible and
judicious than Dr. Myers ' . He sets forth his facts
with an at tempt at impart ia l i ty , though when he
comes to the recent achievements of the Democratic
party in opposition, and especially its exposures of
Republican corruption, he permits himself a certain
discreet enthusiasm. Dr. Myers is far more partisan,
and hence less convincing. He speaks wi th admiration
of the Republican campaign of 1910, and even goes
to the length of praising Elder Will H . Hays. His
account of the events of 1916 and 1917 is couched in
the terms of the Rooseveltian blather of the period.
He eulogizes Coolidge in a lavish manner, and hints
that Harding died virtually of a broken heart. Both
books have adequate indices. Mr. Kent 's , in addition,
presents some useful records of names and dates in an
appendix.

THE STORY OF THE FILMS.
Edited by Joseph P. Kennedy. The A. W. Shaw Company
$5 3 K x 6, 377 pp. Chicago

In the Spring of 1917, at the invitation of the
celebrated Harvard Graduate School of Business
Administration, fourteen master-minds of the movie
industry made a pilgrimage to Cambridge, and dis-
closed to the future Morgans and Garys there assem-
bled the mysteries of their art. Among them were the
Hon. Adolph Zukor , the Hon. Jesse L. Lasky, the
Hon. Cecil B. deMille, the Hon. Sam Katz, the Hon.
Marcus Loew, the Hon. William Fox, the Hon.
Harry M . Warner, and last, but by no means least,
Elder William H. Hays. The lectures of these gentle-
men are included in this book. That by Elder Hays,

who is head of the moral forces of the industry, merits
special consideration. The movie people, he says,
have "a very genuine desire . . . to aid in developing
their [the people's] taste and appreciation for the
finest drama, music and l i tera ture ," but like all
"well-wishers for better t h ings , " they are not un-

mindful of "certain standards of common decency that
apply to all ages, and they shall be established and
maintained." As for the accomplishments of the
motion picture, " i t has carried the silent call for
honesty, ambition, patriotism, hope, love of country
and of home [to al l ] ; . . . it has clothed the empty
existence of far-off hamlets wi th joy; it has lifted
listless laboring folk till they have walked the peaks
of romance and adventure as if they were the pave-
ments of their own main streets, w i th laughing lips
and healthy hearts; it has been the benefactor of
uncounted mil l ions ."

THE GREAT AMERICAN BAND-WAGON. A Study
of Exaggerations.
By Charles AierZ- The John Day Company
$3 8 x <>}i; 163 pp. New York

It is Mr. Merz's thesis tha t this country has seen
the most complete standardization of tastes and effects
ever known in the history of the world. We even
standardize our heroes: " T h r o u g h the whole myth-
ology of our hero worsh ip , " he says, "runs this note
of emphasis on their humani ty . They are great people.
They perform great deeds. But, l ike ourselves, they
are flesh and b lood . " Wi th a keen, reportorial eye he
surveys, chapter by chapter, filling-stations and motor
traffic; lodges; radio; the soda-fountain craze; bigger
and better murders; golf; the colleges; suburban de-
velopments; beauty contests; the Summer emigration
to Europe; the movies; the at tack on New York, and
young America. And though he is often eloquent, it
is only when he discusses the drug-store as " T h e New
American Bar" that he grows indignant : "This is no
place to serve food. N o one conjuring up even a part-
way ideal state of human affairs would serve food in
a background of hot-water bott les. It is served here,
not because it belongs here, but because it is the pale
survival, . . . in a post-Prohibition era, of the old free
lunch." An amusing book. The chapter on "Bigger
and Better Murders" is satirical wri t ing of the first
order.

THE SCIENCES

UNDERSTANDING HUMAN NATURE.
By Alfred Adler. Grtmburg
$3.50 8 yi x 5 %; z86 pp. New York

"We have attempted to show in this b o o k , " con-
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Poor Little Fool
By FULTON OURSLER

A NEW novel by the author
of "Behold This Dreamer,"

which definitely places Oursler
in the front ranks of our novel-

A President Is
Born

By FANNIE HURST
'"pHE novel that is sweeping
J- the nation. "It is by far

the best novel Miss Hurst has
written." — The Philadelphia
Public Ledger. $1.50

Black Majesty
By JOHN VANDERCOOK

BORN a slave—he died an
emperor. The dramatic,

human story of Christophe,
Emperor of Haiti, the most
romantic figure in the history
of the new world. $1.50

Home to Harlem
By CLAUDE McKAY

THE other side of "Nigger
Heaven" told by a new

negro author. . . ."Amazing
vividness and zest; when Jake
follows the trail of a saxo-
phone I have the same feeling
which I have known when
touring Harlem." — Hey wood
Broun $1.50

PATROL
By PHILIP MACDONALD

TEN men lost in the desert—lost and
leaderless. Caught like cornered rats!

Sometimes it was a Bedouin bullet. Some-
times a knife in the back. Now only the
sergeant was left. There were four Arabs.
But he had four guns. And crowded in a
shallow pit he waited. . . . Si.00

The Old
Dark House
By J. B. PRIESTLEY

The Sealed Mystery Novel

TAKE it in any way—as a 'thriller,' as
a character study, as a tour de force

of style and setting—it is good."—Henry
Seidel Canby. $z.oo

Fremont
By ALLAN NEVINS

F.OM the ashes of his campfires have
sprung cities."

"So well done that these volumes will
probably always remain the definitive life
of Fremont."—N. Y. Herald Tribune.

x vol., illustrated, boxed, $10.00

The Ballad
of the Brown Girl

By COUNTEE CULLEN

IN HIS third book of poetry this gifted
young Negro strikes a new note of

intense lyric beauty. $2..00

JIPPING STREET
By KATHLEEN WOODWARD

HERE is the vivid study of a vital per-
sonality—the story of a real girl who

had the courage and vitality to drag her-
self up from the squalor and cruelty of the
London slums. $1.00

The
Island Within

By LUDWIG LEWISOHN

IT MARKS a milestone in
American books. Lewis-

ohn has developed his problem
with consummate skill. This is
every bit as interesting as UP-
STREAM and a much better
book."—Harry Hansen in the
N. Y. World. $1.50

Sir Walter Raleigh
By MILTON WALDMAN
A THRILLING characteri-

-^i- zation of the versatile and
gifted hero who has held the
popular imagination for over
300 years. An exciting author-
itative biography from new
sources. $4.00

Meat
By WILBUR DANIEL STEELE

NOT since "Thunder on the
Left" was published in

Harper's Magazine has a novel
aroused so much discussion as
Meat. Striking treatment of a
vital personal theme. $1.50

Ol' Man Adam
an' His Chillun
By ROARK BRADFORD

TRRESISTIBLE humor from
J- the pen of an O. Henry Prize
Winner. The more dramatic
Old Testament tales retold
in the words of a down-south
nigger preacher. Chapters in-
clude "Eve and that Snake,"
"Samson, Strong Boy," etc.

$1.50

If your bookseller cannot stiffly you ivith these books, write the -publishers for them,

HARPER (^BROTHERS • 49 East 33rd Street • NEW YORK CITY
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