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PUBLIC QUESTIONS
PROHIBITION, LEGAL AND ILLEGAL.
By Howard Lee McBain. The fAacmillan Company
%-L -ji-i x 4pi; 171 pp. New York

Dr. McBain is the Ruggles professor of constitu-
tional law at Columbia, and the author of a number of
valuable works on government and politics. The
present book is a reworking of lectures delivered at
Cornell and the University of Richmond. It presents
a comprehensive and excellent review of the legal as-
pects of Prohibition, and discusses at length the stat-
utes and judicial decisions underlying the current
attempt to enforce it. The tale, in the main, is a melan-
choly one. At almost every point of conflict between
the Eighteenth Amendment and the Bill of Rights the
Supreme Court of the United States has given the
Eighteenth Amendment the right of way. Dr. McBain
analyzes some of the leading decisions in detail, and
points out their effects, now and hereafter. He believes
that the best way to get rid of the intolerable nuisance
of so-called Law Enforcement would be for Congress
to "adopt the Prohibition laws of the several States
as the Prohibition law of the nation, retaining the
Volstead Act for enforcement only in those States
which refused to adopt Prohibition as a State policy."
This would force all the States to adopt Prohibition
acts in self-defense, and they could be framed to suit
local tastes. Once they were on the books, the Federal
Prohibition agent would have to retire. Dr. McBain
believes that the Supreme Court would approve such
a scheme, and that it holds out the only plausible
prospect of release. He is aware, of course, that put-
ting it into execution would present tremendous dif-
ficulties, but all other schemes, he believes, are down-
right impossible. His book is very fair, intelligent,
learned and valuable.

FREEDOM IN THE MODERN WORLD.
Edited by Horace M. Kallen. Coward-McCann
$1.50 8y&x$Hi 3°4 PP- New York

This book is made up of a series of lectures delivered
at the New School for Social Research in New York.
The lecturers are Walton H. Hamilton, Father John
A. Ryan, F. J. Foakes-Jackson, Zechariah Chafee, Jr.,
Clarence Darrow, Silas Bent, Max Eastman, Robert
Morss Lovett, Joseph Jastrow, John Dewey and Hor-
ace M. Kallen. They naturally approach the subject of
liberty from widely differing viewpoints. Dr. Dewey
discusses it as a philosophical idea, Father Ryan as a
theological concept, and Messrs. Chafee, Bent, Darrow
and Lovett as a practical matter. Father Ryan's
lecture is a frank and straightforward statement of the

Catholic position: it is clear and logical, but it is
surely not reassuring. Perhaps the most interesting
of all the lectures is Mr. Chafee's on "Liberty and
Law." He tells the depressing, and, in some of its
details, almost incredible story of the raids made upon
the constitutional guarantees in the United States
since 1917, but he closes upon a note of hope. The very
violence of these raids, he believes, has only made the
value of liberty more obvious, and in the long run it
will be restored. The book is well planned and full of
interesting stuff. It needs an index badly, and it would
have been the better for a greater documentation.

THE AMERICAN EXPERIMENT.
By Bernard Fay. Harcourt, Brace & Company
Si.75 8H x $}4; 2.64 pp. New York

This book is bound to be compared to Dr. Andre
Siegfried's "America Comes of Age," published a year
or so ago. It is, in part at least, a better piece of work,
especially in its historical section. M. Fay summarizes
the political history of the United States with great
shrewdness, and says a lot that is interesting about
such figures as Lincoln, Roosevelt and Wilson. But
though he had the collaboration of an American, Mr.
Avery Claflin, his discussion of the America of today
is by no means as penetrating as Dr. Siegfried's. What
he has to say, indeed, is mainly obvious, and when he
looks into the future he is very vague. At the end he
indulges himself in speculation regarding the probable
relations of the United States and Europe hereafter.
It is difficult to make out what he intends to say. He
seems to favor a sort of European federation, but lie is
plainly in doubt that it is feasible. His book, at worst,
is well written, and shows a civilized attitude of
mind. It is badly damaged by the lack of an index.

THE RE-DISCOVERY OF AMERICA.
By Waldo Frank. Charles Scribner'.r Sons
$3 8Kx5K;353pp- New York

Precisely what Mr. Frank is trying to say in this
book it is almost impossible to make out. The writing
in it is even more confused and obscure than in his
previous works. He starts out with a discussion of the
"causes and conditions" of America. He seems to
think that Europe, from which America sprang and
to which it still owes intellectual allegiance, has been
in a state of "cultural decomposition," especially
since the scientists began to have a say about its ideas.
The arch culprits have been such men as Darwin,
Gauss, Freud and Monkowski, of whose general out-
look on life Mr. Frank says, "No shallower idea ever
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*Atl venturer in •JHexiea

by Phillips Russell
profusely illustrated by

Underwood

Have you ever longed to ctimp on a lone tropi-

cal isle, Jind "lost" cities, travel lath gypsies,

/unit with Indians, or cross a continent on

horseback ? The author and illustrator did all

these things and many more, amtH strange fan-

tastic surroundings, and they tell and picture

the story with vividness, color and gusto.

\i all Bookstores, $.1.00

The BRIDE'S HOUSE
«yf new novel «>#/
I)AWi\ POWIll i l i • ' Author ol' "She Walks in Beaut)"

The BROWNINGS

by David L.olli '
# IVhen an author like Strachcy with "Victoria" or Loth uith "The Brownings"

flashes his searching style upon the outmoded Victorian age, ice have a glitter-
ing and vibrant biography ,is intense as the latest ueics of the day.

The MOTIVES of PROTEUS
by Jose E. Kodo
translated by Angel Flores • introduction by llavelot-k Klliw
# Rodi, Soulb America's oiast/iniling literary figure, is not only a poet and critic of subtle inlellecl-

ual insight, but a master of fiuent and exquisite prose. Like Rhian, Emerson, and Arnold, he
combines the spirit of Jesus and the spirit of A them, "the Motives of Proteus" is the quintes-
sence of Rodo's life and thought. 3 I.OO

SIUIPUE PEOPLE
by Archibald Marshal!
l>l< turcs by fiieorge Harrow
0 *A chuckle in every story and picture. I '•'•00

The PSYCHOLOGY of
THE INFANT
l»v Dr. Siegfried Boi-nfcM

# The child's mind from birth to weaning. JJ.OO

BLUE BLOOD in Animnl*
and Other Essays In Biology
by H. fflunro Fox
• For the layman as well as the student. S'.'..>0

| QUEER FISH
| by C. 11. Vonge

Fascinating essays in Marine Science., ?2.iO
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