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though accurate, are by no means new. A much more
serious defect, however, is his inclination to seek some
vague sort of good in the doings of such performers as
Cartwright, Moody and Sankey. He thinks that they
"preached repentance to a nation, made it better,
brought its people closer to their God." The book
surfers greatly from the lack of an index.

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE WORLD. 1918-1918.
By C. Deli.de Burns. Pay son & Clarke
$3.50 93^ x 5J4; 473 pp. New York

This is an outline of the political history of the1

world since the Armistice. It is accurate and well told.
In the appendix there is much valuable material, in-
cluding a list of the chief treaties, a chronology of
events from November, 1918, to May, 192.8, a collec-
tion of brief biographical notes, and a bibliography.
The maps, however, leave something to be desired.
They are too small and too bare of important data.

WHEN LOVERS RULED RUSSIA.
By V. Poliakoff. D. Appleton & Company
$3.50 8Vs x 5?4; 184 pp. New York

For the greater part of the Eighteenth Century
Russia was, officially at least, a matriarchy. The four
women who sat on the throne of the Empire in that
period were Catherine I, Anna, Elizabeth, and Cath-
erine II. All of them, with the exception of Catherine
the Great, of course, were nothing more than illiterate
prostitutes, and it was their numerous lovers who
really ruled Russia, and not they. The government of
these favorites, naturally, was a tremendous burden
on the nation, and forms one of the most scandalous
chapters in the history of the Empire. Mr. Poliakoff
presents an excellent picture of what went on in the
royal palace at the time, and how the country suffered
as a result. There are twelve illustrations.

TEXT-BOOKS

NATURAL CONDUCT. Principles of Practical Ethics.
By Edwin Bingham Copeland.

The Stanford University Press
$3.50 7 ^ x 5 ^ ; 161 pp. Stanford, Calif.

This is a combination text-book of civics and ethics,
intended apparently for college freshmen. On the
whole it is no better and no worse than such things
go. It is full of preposterous definitions of the good,
the right, the ethical and the moral, and the usual
admonitions to be thrifty, honest, public spirited,
healthy and "mentally clean." But it goes further
than this, since the author pretends to base his think-
ing on solid scientific grounds. He is convinced that
there is "a general agreement of religious and scientific
ethics," and that "Christian morality is valid eth-
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ics." On the latter point he feels very strongly, es-
pecially in its implications regarding the married
state. "The temporary disparity of the sexes due to
modern wars or emigrations does not justify polyg-
amy, sanctioned or illicit, at all. Even a whole state
which so offends may properly be disciplined by its
neighbors." Mr. Copeland was formerly dean of the
College of Agriculture of the University of the Philip-
pines, and instructor in bionomics at Stanford.

, READINGS IN PUBLIC OPINION.
Edited by W. Brooke Graves. D. Appleton & Company
56 %yk x 5K; 1181 pp. New York

On the whole this is a good book. Most of the men
represented are prominent in their respective fields
and have something to say. Among them are Walter
Lippmann, Floyd Henry Allport, President Lowell,
John B. Watson, Dr. Freud, Professor A. N. Hol-
combe, Professor Zechariah Chafee, Jr., Norman
Angell, Bruce Bliven, Leon Whipple, Dr. Raymond
Leslie Buell, Graham Wallas, Charles Evans Hughes
and Oswald Garrison Villard. But there are also
represented such platitudinarians as Otto H. Kahn,
the Rev. Dr. Newell Dwight Hillis, Edward L. Ber-
nays, Calvin Coolidge, and Bruce Barton. They, how-
ever, do not occupy much space in the book, nor do
the idiotic review questions at the ends of the chapters.
There is a fourteen-page introduction by Professor
Clyde L. King, of the political science department of
the University of Pennsylvania, in which he develops
the profound thesis that "public opinion is at once
an agency of social direction and of social control.
As such, no more important subject lies at the thresh-
old of successful democracy." Dr. Graves, the editor,
is professor of political science at Temple University.

MODERN ENGLISH IN THE MAKING.
By George H. McKnight & Bert Emsley

D. Appleton & Company
$4 8 x 5; 590 pp. New York

This history of English has many merits. It is
comprehensive, it is well-informed and it is clearly
written. Beginning with the chaos that prevailed in
the Fourteenth Century, the authors show how the
language was gradually brought within bounds by a
long succession of writers and printers, and how it
finally took its present form. There are excellent chap-
ters on the movement toward formalism in the
Eighteenth Century, on the rise of American Eng-
lish, and on the recent rebellions against the tyranny
of the grammarians. Such subsidiary matters as spell-
ing and punctuation are adequately discussed, and
there is a good summary of the recent history of pro-
nunciation. The book is not for philologians, but
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PEDER

VICTORIOUS

by 0. E. Rolvaag
Peder Victorious—youngest son
of Per Hansa, the pioneer—in-
herits the great zest of life, the
unconquerable spirit, that burn-
ed in his pioneer father. Peder
faces the new problems of the
younger generation, the first
really American generation of his
people. With it comes the break-
ing away from traditions of the
old country.

The boy's mother, Beret—
always longing for Norway—sees
in the Americanization of her
son the loss of her last chance to
cling to the old traditions. Yet
she is so fiercely proud of his
ability, his achievements and
his daring—that, even while
with one hand she tries to hold
him, with the other she pushes
him forward into manhood and
into his great New World in-
heritance. $2.50

Now in its 44th printing

GIANTS IN

THE EARTH

Hows AND W H Y S OF HUMAN BEHAVIOR
by George A. Dorsey

The reasons why we do certain things and do not do others—why people, in-
cluding our bosses, our associates, friends, wives, children or father and mother,
act as they do is a mystery that is now rapidly being revealed. In his new book
the author of "Why We Behave Like Human Beings" has taken the most vital
and interesting of these mysteries, and made them fascinatingly clear, in terms
the general reader will understand. $3-50

Now in its 48th printing

W H Y W E BEHAVE LIKE HUMAN BEINGS

FIRST LOVE
by E. M. Delafield
Author of "The Way Things
Are," "Jill," etc.

With the simple and direct
charm of which she alone knows
the secret, Miss Delafield tells
the story of four young people
of this day and generation: Ellie
Carey and her brother Lai, two
sensitive, idealistic children of
divorce; and their less well-off
and consequently more shrewd
and materialistic cousin, Vic-
toria. The fourth figure is Simon
Lawless, a sort of male counter-
part to Victoria, for they are of
the same calibre and see things
eye to eye. Yet, in the charac-
teristically contrary way of na-
ture, it is Lai who falls in love
with Vic, while Simon and Ellie
find themselves irresistibly
drawn to each other .Then comes
the sharply original Delafield
twist to this entertaining novel.

$2.50

Music AT MIDNIGHT
A BOOK OF A THOUSAND MEMORIES
by Muriel Draper
In their house in London the Drapers gathered around them an amazing circle.
Chaliapin, Henry James, Stravinsky, Arthur Rubenstein, Ysaye, Norman
Douglas, John Sargent, Diaghilev, and many other famous artists were there.
Muriel Draper, in her gay, witty book re-creates with real genius her life in
this set. $3-50

HARPER & BROTHERS, 49 E. 33rd St., New York

SHADOWED

by Hilaire Belloc
With 37 drawings by G. K.
Chesterton

Mr. Chesterton and Mr. Belloc
have collaborated in another
fantastic burlesque. The year is
1979; international intrigues,
devious diplomacy, secret ser-
vice sleuths and guileless youth
are woven into a highly enter-
taining pattern. $2.50

PROCESSION

by Fannie Hurst
Author of "A President Is
Born," etc.

Procession contains Fannie Hurst' s
most recent and perfected work.
Humor is here, but, above all,
feeling and emotion and all the
living qualities that have made
Miss Hurst's short stories pre-
eminent. Vibrant with the es-
sence of life, Miss Hurst's char-
acters pass in a procession as
varied as life itself. $2.00

THREE GREAT BOOKS

LEONARDO
THE FLORENTINE
by Rachel Annand Taylor

$6.00

THE TERRIBLE SIREN
by Emanie Sachs $4.00

THE TRAGIC EMPRESS
by Maurice Paleologue $4.00

See Harpers Magazine for Complete School Directory
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