THE AMERICAN MERCURY

S AGL DS WABLORE VA DS WAB D\t

°A
5N

CHECK LIST OF NEW BOOKS

¥
=

FRSCHOMSSCGHOS KD SO § SISO

Continued from page iv

to please the former, and too favorable to a modi-
fication of Prohibition to console the latter.

SMALL-TOWN STUFF.
By Albert Blumenthal.
The University of Chicago Press

$a 7% x s¥%; 416 pp. Chicago

Mr. Blumenthal here attempts to do for a small
mining-town in Montana what the Lynds did for
Muncie, Ind., in “Middletown.” He calls his town
Mineville, and gives it a population of 1410. It lics
in the mountains, and its people, in the main, get
their living from the nearby mines and smelters. Lifc
among them is pretty dull, and they are thrown upon
tin-pot fraternal orders and petty gossip for amuse-
ment. Their two news-stands sell 60 copies of True
Story every month, but only two copies of Harpers.
But there is, nevertheless, a small aristocracy, and it
includes at least one family that would be regarded
as civilized anywhere., Mr. Blumenthal’s account of
the town is not very lively; he wastes much of his
space laboring the obvious. On the other hand, he
says less than he might about the influence of the
great mining companics upon the life and thought
of the people. His book has an index. It belongs to
the University of Chicago Sociological Series.

PSYCHOLOGY

PSYCHOLOGY: SCIENCE OR SUPERSTITION?
By Grace Adams. Covici, Fricde
$2.50 8 x s5%; 299 pp. New York
Dr. Adams traces the history of modern psy-
chology from its beginning with Wundt down to the
present day. She takes up in detail the conflicting
theories of James, Miinsterberg, Titchener, Freud,
Jung, Adler, Hall, Watson, Koffka, and Kéhler, and
she also considers such things as mental hygiene,
vocational guidance, and intelligence testing. One of
the most brilliant pupils ever to come out of the late
Edward Bradford Titchener’s class at Cornell, she
writes with extensive knowledge and authority. In
addition, she commands a clear and forceful style.
In general, she is very critical of the claims made by
the psychologists. She even refuses to call their craft
a science, “for science is a discipline of general and
impersonal facts, and psychology remains a collec-
tion of personal and antagonistic theories,” which are
heavily loaded with strange metaphysics. Dr. Adams
has written a sound and solid book. Some of the
chapters in it originally appeared in abbreviated form
in Taue American MEercury. There s a good bib-
liography, followed by a glossary and an index.
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MY PARENTS: FRIENDS OR ENEMIES?
By Arthur Frank Payne. Brewer, Warren & Putnam
$2 7% x 5%; 278 pp. New York
This book is addressed to intelligent parents who
are confronted with the immemorial psychological
problems of growing sons and daughters. Some of
the subjects dealt with are the following: how to deal
with the unsocial assertiveness of very young chil-
dren, how and where to direct their pre-adolescent
day-drecaming, and how to tell them the whole truth
when they ask where babies come from. Dr, Payne,
who is associate professor of psychology and director
of personnel in the College of the City of New York,
has many sensible, if somewhat superficial, things to
say about all these matters, and his book should
have its uses. Helpful bibliographical notes appear
throughout the text.

BIOGRAPHY

THE LIFE OF EMERSON.
By Van Wyck Brooks. E. P. Dutton & Company
$3 §% x 57%; 315 pp. New York
Mr. Brooks is here concerned almost exclusively
with Emerson the man, and not with his ideas.
Interspersing his narrative with frequent and some-
times very long quotations from the journals, essays,
and lectures, he has managed to present a well-
rounded and highly sympathetic portrait of the Sage
of Concord. There are also numerous minor portraits
of his more eminent contemporaries, but the three
that stand out are those of Thoreau, Margaret Fuller,
and Emerson’s aunt, Mary Moody Emerson. Alto-
gether, the book is skilfully done. Occasionally there
are lapses into fictional writing, but in the main
the account is strictly factual. The volume will
probably help keep alive the legend of the great
Yankee philosopher for a few years more, but there
1s room for doubt that it will add much to Mr.
Brooks's reputation.

MARTHA BERRY.
By Tracy Byers. G. P. Putnam’s Sons
$3.50 8% x 6; 268 pp. New York
This is the story of Martha Berry, the “Sunday
Lady of Possum Trot,” who founded the Berry
Schools at Mount Berry, Ga., for the education of
the children of the Southern Appalachians, Miss
Berry, unquestionably, is an interesting person, but
there is rather too much sweetness and light in this
account of her. The book has several illustrations.
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MAGAZINES: Any American or English
periodical. Special, American Mercury,
Volume I to X1V, complete, $20. Maga-
zine Excerpts. Old Prints. Quotations on
request. List free. SaLisBURY’s, 78 East
Tenth Street, New York.

BOOKBINDING

BIND YOUR COPIES of The American
Mercury. Handsome binding of batik
boards and buckram back and corners.
Volumes begin January, May, and Sep-
tember. Binding Dept., THE AMERICAN
MEercury, 730 Fifth Avenue, New York.

BOOK FOR WRITERS

WRITERS

WRITER'S 1932 YEAR BOOK AND
MARKET GUIDE is now on sale at all
goodd newsstands for only 2S¢, It lists
hundreds of reliable, first class magazine
markets for free lance writers with the in-
dividual editorial requirements of each one.

Articles by Upton Sinclair, Rupert Hughes,
Jim Tully, Edgar Rice Burroughs, Albert
Payson Terhune, etc. Invaluable article
on trade journal writing with complete
market list. Also detailed article on
women’s magazines. The WRITER’S YEAR
Book is the most valuable and inexpensive
single book any writer can own. Edited
by Aron M. Mathieu. Send 25¢ for copy
to 14 E. 12th Street, Cincinnati, Ohio.

FIRST EDITIONS

SPRING LIST OF RECENT ACQUISI-
tions, Moderately Priced; And Current
Catalogue Listing Fine Firsts of All Col-
lected Modern Authors. Catalogue Free.
Inquiries Invited. BenjamMiN HAUSER, 60
East 42nd Street, New York.

FOREIGN LANGUAGES

VISIT OR WRITE TrE FrencE Book-
MAN, 202 West 96th St. (near Broadway).
‘“Headquarters for French Books and
Magazines.” Careful, prompt attention
and reasonable prices. Bargain Catalogue
5 cents (stamps).

GENERAL

“NOT ONE ORIGINAL IDEA IN A
CARLOAD OF SKULLS,” wrote a friend
about his human environment recently.
Now he has a dozen interesting, uncon-
ventional, debunked and liberal-minded
correspondents, because he joined Con-
tacts, the only correspondence club for
the mentally isolated. Rare books loaned
free. Membership steadily increasing since
1927. Particulars for 2¢ stamp. CoNTACTS,
211 East 11th St., N. Y. C.

ADVANCE BOOK REVIEWS is a re-
print of the Check List of New Books from
THE AVERICAN MERCURY together with
publishers’ announcements. It will be sent
to any address in the United States or pos-
sessions for 50c which merely covers the
cost of postage and handling. Write to Miss
Jean Jay, THE AMERICAN MERCURY, 730
Fifth Avenue, New York.

PRIVATE PRESSES

ONLY THE PICK of Private Presses
are handled by us. Cheaply printed and
unsatisfactory volumes of this type sold by
others are NOT circularized on our mailing
lists., Send for literature. THE Barzac
BiBLION, 15 Park Row, New York, N. Y.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

AUTHOR’S EXCHANGE MEMBER-
ship co-operatively assists talented un-
recognized writers; playwrights; pro-
fessionals. Teacher-critics construc-
tively develop. Our Association-
members pay only SIX per cent
for “Marketing!”  Criticism,
editing, reading—FREE to
members!
AvTtrOR’s EXCHANGE, Suite “M,”
Flatiron Building, New York.

FIRST EDITIONS, OLD, RARE, UN-
usual and Out-of-Print Books. Huge Stock,
Lowest Prices. Catalogs Free. DAUBER &
Pine Booksuops, Inc., 66 Fifth Avenue,
at 12th Street, New York. Open until
10 p.M.

MATHILDE WEIL, Literary Agent.
Books, short stories, articles and verse
criticized and marketed; special depart-
ment for plays and motion pictures. THE
WriTeER's WORKSHOP, Inc., 570 Lexington
Ave., New York.

RARE BOOKS

MODERN FIRST EDITIONS and Rare,
Interesting and Unusual Second-hand
Books at low prices. New Bargain Cata~
logue No. 47M will be sent free upon re-
quest, OWEN Davizs, Bookseller, 1352 N.
Clark St., Chicago, I1l.

BOOK CATALOGUES FREE
Rare books and fine sets at reduced prices
ScHULTE’S BoOoK STORE, INC.

80 Fourth Avenue, New York

THE LARGEST PUBLISHERS OF
privately printed literature in the United
States, invite you to send for their free
catalogue of unexpurgated editions on
curiosa and esoterica. PANURGE Pus-
LISHERS, 98 Fifth Avenue, New York.

WE SPECIALIZE IN CURIOUS
books; privately printed items in lim-
ited editions; unexpurgated translations;
unusually illustrated volumes. Join our
select clientéle. Catalogue on request. THE
%AL;T;‘E:FF PrEss, Dept. M, 260 Fifth Ave.,

McLEISH & SONS, 17, Houghton St.,
Aldwych, London, England. Catalogue
No. 68, 1. 15th and 16th Century Books.
2. Early English Books. 3. Modern Firsts,
etc. Sent Post free on application.

THE BOOKS YOU CAN’T GET ELSE-
where may be read for a nominal fee.
Members have access to a large collection
of rare, scarce, out-of-print, and curious
books; limited, privately printed editions,
unexpurgated translations, Please state
occupation or profession when writing for
information. ESOTERIKA BIBLION SOCIETY,
gepl:. M-4, 15 East 45th Street, New
ork.

SCHEDULE OF RATES

AND NOW AT GREATLY REDUCED
cost The Literary Bazaar places before
you its large and active collectors’ mar-
ket. Announce your first editions, your
rarities, your literary services, in this sec-
tion. A half-inch advertisement (6 lines
of type) now costs only $5.00—and on the
twelve time order only $4.00. Write Dept.
L. B, THE AMERICAN MERCURY, 730
Fifth Ave., New York.

The LITERARY BAZAAR of Trr AmericaNn MERrcURY is the meeting place
for those who are interested in autographs, first editions, rare books, stamps,
prints, coins and manuscript agents. Read some of these advertisements—
you will find them interesting and sometimes profitable. Perhaps you have
a private library or a stamp collection that you would like to turn into cash
at this time. We can help you sell it. Write to Miss Jean Jay, Tue American
Mercury, 730 Fifth Avenue, New York.
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