THE AMERICAN MERCURY

CLAUDE G. BOWERS

author of “The Tragic Era'" and *'Jef-
ferson and Hamilton' tells the dra-
matic story of a Fighting statesman
during the lustiest, gustiest period
in recent American politics.

BEVERIDGE and the
PROGRESSIVE ERA

includes extraordinarily frank ac-
counts of the Rooseveltian period,
the Harding campaign, and the fight
against the League of Nations. Such
a back-stage view of American his-
tory in the making has seldom been
given. Hlustrated. $5.00
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tries, including thousands of NEW
WORDS ; 12,000 biographical en-
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from the meeting of Congress in 1931 to the begin-
ning of the Presidential campaign in 1932. The
selecting and editing were done by Professor Allan
Nevins of Columbia. Dr. Nevins says that Mr. Lipp-
mann's discussion of political and economic ques-
tions ‘“has a special quality of penetration,” and that
in the present book “the significant ideas of the day
are better extricated than they would be elsewhere.”
There is an index.

HISTORY

THE MARCH OF DEMOCRACY. The Rise of the
Union.

Charles Scribner’s Sons
New York

By James Truslow Adams.
$3.50 6% x 9; 428 pp.

This volume, which ends roughly with the year
1860, is the first of a prospective two-volume his-
tory of the United States. Coming from Mr. Adams,
it leaves much to be desired. It is hardly better than
a superior text-book. It is carelessly written, not very
skillfully organized, and betrays hasty thinking. Mr.
Adams devotes himself almost wholly to politics,
and says far too litde about the extensive literary
and artistic culture which grew up in America dur-
ing the period he discusses. The little he does say
seems to be dragged in by the tail. He has also
softencd a great deal toward the Puritans since his
excellent history of New England. He now has
many nice things to relate about the learning and
manners of the early New Englanders. But he grows
violent abour the Abolitionists, those “madmen bent
on burning down the whole national structure.”
There are several interesting illustrations, and an ex-
cellent index.

THE UNITED STATES SINCE 1865.
By Louis M. Hacker & Benjamin B. Kendrick.

E. 8. Crofts & Company
¥ 5% x 9; 775 pp- New York

There is not much literary charm in this narrative.
It is a sober, careful, ssmewhat plodding piece of
work. But it shows a great deal of industry in the
accumulation of its materials, and it will be wseful
to everyone needing to look up a name, a date or a
document during the period it covers. The authors
are critical of American capitalism, and describe its
errors and failures at length, but on the whole they
maintain a reasonable impartiality, and are not propa-
gandists. They deal with the American share in the
World War in an admirably fair and frank manner,
and their judgments of public characters seem to be
generally sound. The book has some good maps, and
a few illustrations. ‘There is a bibliography, followed
by a sufficient index.



THE AMERICAN MERCURY

The Book for Men and Women who want to Know

where America is heading in World Affairs—and why

These are the Greal Political Questions Every Thinking Man
and Woman is Asking . . . and in this book are the Answers

1.

WHY is a European War in-
evitable and how can the U. 8.
postpone it?

WHY must America face the
eventual cancellation of all war
debts?

WHY have all American ad-
tentures in peace from Wilson fo
Hoover failed?

HOW was Hoover's Moratorium
a direct insult to France?

WHAT harvest of calamity was
sowed at the Washington Naval
Conference?

6.
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HOW did the Dawes Plan bring
American tnvestors to pay Ger-
man war indemnities?

WHY do Europeans find our
conceptions of Peace naive, and
q;zzrl official proposals hypocrit-
teal?

HOW was the Coolidge admin-
istration responsible for the
crash?

HOW was the U, 8. guilty of
deception in the Parts Peace
Conferences?

HOW did Hoover's Relief work
*incapacitate him for the conduct
of our foreign relations, and what
was his contribution o the 1929
catastrophe?

HOW did the Sino-Japanese

¢ clash break the back of the League

of Nations and reduce the Paris
act to a “‘scrap of paper”’?

CAN  America ever again
*ignore World Affairs and
return fo her traditional pol-
icy of isclation?

NEWTON D. BAKER SAYS: “I
know of no book more wholesome for
Americans to read than Can America
Stay At Home? . . . The debt question
which we now face has a history—
Simonds has drawn it.”

This is the book of the hour—the vital
facts and answers to the stark, im-
pending questions of World Peace and
War, and what America’s position in
the world’s crisis is soon to become,
regardless of our Foreign Policy.

Can America continue to eat her cake
and have it too? For ten years Europe
has listened to America’s various pro-
posals for peace—willingly attended
our conferences—until they have fi-
nally come to believe that we are a
nation either of children or unscrupu-
lous self-seekers.

Now the time has come for America
to take stock of her foreign policy and
to determine once and for all whether
she wishes to take an equal place
among world powers. Do we want
peace—and do we want it badly
enough to take the steps necessary to
insure peace? FRANK H. SIMONDS,
America’s foremost political writer,
presents a shrewd, sensational and
timed-to-the-second disclosure,

by FRANK H. SIMONDS

Author of “CAN EUROPE KEEP THE PEACE?”

Can Amerieca

Stay at Home?

$3.00 at all bookstores * HARPER & BROTHERS, 49 E. 33rd St., N. Y.
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