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Norman Taylor

MR. NORMAN TAYLOR, who contributes
"The Potato" to this issue, sends in the fol-
lowing autobiographical notes:

I was born in England in 1883, but came
here when seven years old. Of formal edu-
cation I had very little and I have no

academic degrees
whatever. Early
in my career I
came under the
influence of the
leading botanist
in America, Na-
thaniel L o r d
Britton, then di-
rector of the
New York Bo-
tanical Garden.
He set me to
pasting labels on
herbarium speci-
mens,—a palpa-

ble device to weed out triflers. Later I be-
came a member of the scientific staff of the
garden and went on explorations to Inagua,
Haiti, Turks Island, Cuba, and Santo
Domingo.

This and subsequent work elsewhere led
to much scientific writing of no interest to
the general public. It apparently interested
various publishers, however, for I have
never been, and hope never to be, free from
pleasant associations with them as reviewer,
reader, author or editor of books and maga-
zines dealing with plants. The most impor-
tant of these is my present editorship for
botany of Webster's New International Dic-
tionary, the publishers of which have twice
given me time out to study economic plants
in Yucatan, Trinidad and Brazil.

Among the contents of THE AMERICAN

MERCURY for April will be "Yeggs," by Jim
Tully; "The American Theatre Goes
Broke," by Arthur Mann; "The Gentle-
man From Greenpoint," by Henry F.
Pringle; and "Uncle Sam as a Treaty
Breaker," by Hamilton Butler,
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BIOGRAPHY
ZOLA.
By Henri Barbusse. E. P. Dutton & Company
$3 5% x 83/J; 279 pp. New York.

M. Barbusse here attempts "an intimate fusion o£
documentary truth and probable deduction." His
book is thus not a biography in the ordinary sense
of the word, but "an animated life." Zola once
heard a neighbor denounce "L'Assommoir." M. Bar-
busse comments on the incident in this omniscient
manner: " 'Idiot!' said Zola to himself." About this
time Duranty invited Zola for a private conversation.
It was carried on "quietly, in a rather emotional,
gende tone." Duranty was lavish with his praise of
the man before him. He acknowledged Zola's superi-
ority. His hands "were twitching and in his throat
the voice of his heart stammered." The volume is
full of such "recreative" monkeyshines. Coming from
the pen of so eminent a man as M. Barbusse, they
make, not only dull, but also sad, reading. No life,
least of all Zola's, needs "animating." The facts as
ordered and arranged by God are interesting and
tragic enough. There are some illustrations, and also
an index. The translation is by Mary B. Green and
Frederick C. Green.

SAMUEL BUTLER: A Mid-Victorian Modern.
By Clara G. Stillman. The Viking Press
$3.75 6% x 9/4; 319 pp. New York

Samuel Butler was one of the most fortunate of
authors. Scorned all his life, and therefore goaded
always to write the best that was in him, he became
an immortal one year after his death—to be precise,
in 1903, when "The Way of All Flesh" was pub-
lished. The critics, publishers, and public would have
nothing to do with him in 1902, but a year later
everybody was talking about him. He was a painter,
classical scholar, biologist, satirist, theologian, and
novelist, and in each capacity he had something truly
important to say. Fortunately, he was devoid of
discretion, that feminine virtue. Mrs. Stillman has
written a fine book about him, well informed and
intelligent. She is perhaps wrong in calling "Life
and Habit" and "Evolution Old and New" Butler's
best books, but her general tribute to the man is
only just. There is a good bibliography, followed by
an index.

SINCLAIR LEWIS. A Biographical Sketch.
By Carl Van Doren. Doubleday, Doran & Company
$2 5% •: 3; 205 pp. Garden City, L. I.

Mr. Van Doren starts out with what many readers
will probably think is overpraise of "Ann Vickers",
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Center of Washington Social
Life . . Convenient to Shop-
ping, Theatre and Financial
Districts . . and all Govern-
ment Buildings.

NEW IN APPOINTMENTS,
AND MANAGEMENT

Friends of The Willard throughout the country
will be interested to learn that their favored hotel
has added new luxuries in furniture and decora-
tion. Its distinguished tradition is carried on
by the same owners, under new Management.

The WILL AR D
Pennsylvania Ave. at 14th Street

WASHINGTON, D. C.
H. P. SOMERVILLE, Managing Director

ink-SJttfe
A Pleasant Place . .
. . . Whether your visit to Cincinnati be for

a day or many months you'll save money and set
more real pleasure if you make The Sinton-St.
Nicholas your home.

750 rooms with bath, shower
and servidor from $2.50
Sample rooms. . . $4-$6

Five dining rooms
serving wonderful food
at moderate prices.

Chicago Office
520 N. Michigan Ave.

Suite 422
Phone Superior 4416

JOHN L. HORGAN....Managing Director

CINCINNATI

An Alpine
Rose of
Peace on
Europe's
Breast

Switzerland—the Alpine wonderland! Mecca of
seekers of the beautiful. An ever changing pano-
rama of roaring waterfalls . . . smiling lakes
. . . tiny villages perched like window boxes on
the roof of the world . . . medieval cities . . .
quaint customs. No passport visa required . . .
rates are adjusted to suit all tastes.
Be sure to include in your trip the famous St. Gothard
route with ZURICH, the metropolis of Switzerland, lovely
LUCERNE, cradle of the Swiss Confederation and unique
spot for excursions by Boat and Kail. LUGANO—LOC-
ARNO, floral paradise of the Swiss Italian lake district
and on the Simplon line distinguished LAUSANNE-
OUCHY, international center for education and travel . . .
also the BERNESE OBERLAND, with the duaint old
towns of BERNE and THUN and INTERLAKEN, starting
point for the spectacular JUNGFRAU trip. Ask for
Packet AM-1.
Let us send you free literature and map. Swiss Federal
Railroads, 475 Fifth Ave.. New York City.

SWITZERLAND
s
All-expense lour prices from $260 to $979 include round trip
ocean passage, hotels, meals, travel in Europe, guide service, motor trips, ad-
missions to galleries and museums—even your tips! Write for Free Booklet' 'E".
THE TRAVEL OUILD, INC., ISO No. Mich., Chicago. 521 Fifth Ave., New York City

THE KEY TO LIFE

ROSICRUCIAN MYSTERIES
FREE INTRODUCTORY BOOK
• ••explains the practical, useful, modern teachings of the Rosicrucians.
(Non-Religious) Dignified, uplift ing, mental and metaphysical principles
easily used to overcome life's obstacles. Write for FREE book, "The
Wisdom of the Sages," end learn how to receive this knowledge.

Address: Scribe F. J . B.

ROSICRUCIAN BROTHERHOOD
San Jose (AMORC) California

"I regard your Check List of New Books as one of the
most interesting and useful features of the magazine,
and not only read it regularly, but recommend it to
groups of teachers as a valuable aid in following the
publication of new books. The full bibliographical
detail, and the inclusion in the notices of much definite
fact about the books, in addition to the reviewer's opin-
ions, are especially commendable features. . . .'*

J. MONTGOMERY GAMBRILL
Professor of History

Teachers College, Columbia University
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