
motivations it may have possessed .
The British commander knew better.

The Duke of Wellington is noto-
rious for describing his infantry as the
"scum of the earth." Yet this was most
of all a description of their social class
and their vices (drink above all) . In
battle, the British soldier was "the
item upon which victory depends ." On
his return from India in 1804, Wel-
lington wrote a memorandum in which
he offered an explanation for the in-
credible achievements of the British,
especially in India. It should be
studied by all military "experts" who
would deride the importance of na-
tional (and racial) feeling among sol-
diers :

"The English soldiers are the main
foundation of the British power in
Asia. They are a body with habits,
manners and qualities peculiar to
them in the East Indies . Bravery is the
characteristic of the British army in all
quarters of the world ; but no other
quarter has afforded such striking ex-
amples of the existence of this quality
in the soldiers as the East Indies . An
instance of their misbehavior in the
field has never been known ; and par-
ticularly those who have been for some
time in that country cannot be ordered
upon any service, however dangerous
or arduous, that they will not effect,
not only with bravery, but a degree of
skill not often witnessed in persons of
their description in other parts of the
world. I attribute these qualities,
which are peculiar to them in the East
Indies, to the distinctness of their class
in that country from all others existing
in it . They feel they are a distinct and
superior class to the rest of the world
which surrounds them; and their ac-
tions correspond with their high no-
tions of their own superiority . . . . Their
weaknesses and vices, however repug-

A landmark study of a grow-
ing problem.

reviewed by Thomas Jackson

Human traits are heritable .
Children resemble their parents . Does

American Renaissance

nant to the feelings and prejudices of
the Natives, are passed over in the
contemplation of their excellent
qualities as soldiers, of which no na-
tion has hitherto given such extraordi-
nary instances. These qualities are the
foundation of the British strength in
Asia, and of that opinion by which it is
generally supposed that the British
empire has been gained and upheld .
These qualities show in what manner
nations, consisting of millions, are
governed by 30,000 strangers	

Thus it was through a sense of na-
tional superiority, of the white Briton
as a being apart, that the British Em-
pire was won and held . Years later,
Wellington would state plainly (in a
parliamentary debate on Asian Indian
participation in the higher levels of the
Civil Service) : "That the white man
has an influence [of a moral kind]
which the black man has not." Wel-
lington would scarcely have been able
to credit the notion that one day
British governments would dis-
courage racial feelings among their
soldiers . He praised the racial arran-
gements in the Southern United
States, and considered them essential
if America's liberal system of govern-
ment was to survive .

An understanding of the role of
race has not entirely died among the
British. A ranker (a soldier holding a
rank other than that of officer) of the
Second World War has left us with an
analysis of the motivations of his com-
rades in Burma. George MacDonald
Fraser's bluntly honest account (put to
paper in 1992) should ring as a battle
cry for anyone interested in his own
nation's defense :

"There is much talk today of guilt as
an aftermath of wars -guilt over kill-
ing the enemy, and even guilt for sur-
viving. Much depends on the cir-

The Descent of Man

Richard Lynn, Dysgenics: Genetic Deterioration in Modern Populations,
Praeger Publishers, 1996, 237 pp., $59.95 .

it therefore make any difference who
has children and who doesn't?

Farmers have understood selective
breeding for thousands of years, and
common sense suggests that the same
principles apply to man . Indeed, from
the mid-19th century until part way
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cumstances, but I doubt if many of the
Fourteenth Army lose much sleep
over dead Japanese. For one thing
they were a no-surrender enemy and if
we hadn't killed them they would sure-
ly have killed us. But there was more
to it than that . It may appall a genera-
tion who have been dragooned into
considering racism the ultimate crime,
but I believe there was a feeling (there
was in me) that the Jap was farther
down the human scale than the
European. It is a feeling that I see
reflected today in institutions and
people who would deny hotly that they
are subconscious racists-the
presence of TV cameras ensured a
superficial concern for the Kurdish
refugees and Bangladeshi flood vic-
tims, but we all know that the Western
reaction would have been im-
measurably greater if a similar disaster
had occurred in Australia or Canada
or Europe ; some people seem to count
more than others, with liberals as well
as reactionaries, and it is folly to feel
that racial kinship and likeness are not
at the bottom of it ."

A measured statement such as this
would not be tolerated in America,
and this bodes ill for the future, espe-
cially the future of our armed forces .
As long as the basic principle of racial
kinship is denied by our leaders,
America's very existence will be in
peril. There can be no stability in a
society which will not allow its mem-
bers to favor their own brethren . An
army that will deny its soldiers this
right is an army on the road to defeat .

Mr. Schwamenfeld is a writer living
in Dundee, New York. He holds an MA
in European history. Readers who
would like to receive a fully footnoted
version of this article may send $3 .00 to
American Renaissance .

through the 20th, it was understood
that if people of low ability outbred
their betters it posed a threat to
society. Only in the 1950s and 1960s
did dogmatic egalitarianism force
eugenic thinking underground (see
AR, Feb. 1997) .

April 1997LICENSED TO UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



The publication of Dysgenics, by
Professor Richard Lynn of the Uni-
versity of Ulster in Northern Ireland,
marks a very significant and promising
beginning to the rehabilitation of
eugenics. Some recent books, such as
The Bell Curve (reviewed in AR, Feb.
1995) and The Decline of Intelligence
in America (reviewed in AR, Feb .
1996) have pointed in this direction,
but Dysgenics is the first book in
decades to make a comprehensive
case for protecting the human gene
pool .

Benedict Morel

As Professor Lynn points out, it was
a now-forgotten Frenchman, Benedict
Morel, who first argued for eugenics.
Writing in 1857, even before Charles
Darwin's Origin of Species, Morel
noted that the upper classes were
having fewer children than the lower
classes. He thought this could not help
but drag down the population, since
the upper classes were healthier, more
intelligent, and of better character
than the lower. The eugenicists of Vic-
torian England took the same view,
but it was not until 1974 that William
Shockley gave the name dysgenics to
society-wide genetic decline.

Professor Lynn explains that from
the dawn of human existence up until
only a century or so ago, people with
the best qualities had the most
children, thus spreading superior
characteristics through populations.
This is still happening in primitive
societies, where able men achieve high
status and have the most children . For
example, a 1979 study of the !Kung San
tribe (Bushmen) of the Kalahari
desert found that 62 percent of the
men- the least successful hunters -
had no children, whereas the most
successful men had multiple wives and
many children .

In most non-Christian societies
polygamy has been one of the rewards
of high status, and to the extent that
status reflects ability, polygamy is
eugenic. It allows huge differences in
the numbers of children men can
produce; Moulay Ismail the Blood-
thirsty, a Moroccan emperor, is said to
have fathered 888 children .

In Europe as well, up until about
1800, the wealthy had considerably
more children than the poor . There
was no pubic assistance for single

American Renaissance

mothers, so there were strict sanctions
against illegitimacy . Women generally
did not marry men who could not sup-
port them, and many people in the
serving classes therefore did not marry
or have children. Prof. Lynn notes that
when the lower classes had il-
legitimate or unwanted children they
often exposed them ; dead babies were
a common sight in gutters or on rub-
bish heaps .

The 20th century has eased many of
the forces that once culled the lower
classes, but a few remain . Infant mor-
tality is still higher among the poor
than among the middle and upper
classes, and this is true without regard
to access to medicine . Prof. Lynn
writes that this is because the parents
are less disciplined and health-con-
scious .

The poor show other signs of what
Prof. Lynn calls a lack of conscien-
tiousness. They are more likely to die
from drowning, fire, traffic accidents,
and suffocation . They are also more
likely to smoke cigarettes and drink to
excess. Sexually transmitted diseases
are also far more common among the
lower classes; venereal diseases can
render women infertile and AIDS is
lethal. Until cures are found, reckless
sexual behavior will have a reproduc-
tive price .

How then do the less able manage
to outbreed the more able? As Prof.
Lynn explains, the main reason is birth
control, which the provident use more
successfully than the improvident .
Until its invention there was no "dys-
genic fertility," to use the specialist
term.

The first book on contraception to
have a real influence on the English-
speaking world was Every Woman's
Book, published in London in 1826 . It
explained the withdrawal method and
how to use sheep-gut condoms. This
was followed by the even more suc-
cessful American book, somewhat
opaquely entitled The Fruits of
Philosophy. Later in the 19th century,
contraception got an enormous unin-
tended boost from the obscenity trials
of several Englishmen who had pub-
lished books on birth control. With the
invention of the rubber condom in the
1870s, people who wanted to limit
their families had a reliable way to do
so.

Of course, not all social strata had
the foresight, discipline, and means to
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use condoms. The intelligent and far-
sighted were most likely to use them .
As Prof. Lynn writes: "Once con-
traception became widely available,
dysgenic fertility became inevitable ."

Proof by Numbers

Although the eugenicists of the 19th
century had a common-sense under-
standing of the dysgenic threat, it was
not until the 20th century that its ef-
fects could actually be measured . One
of the great strengths of Prof. Lynn's
book is his careful presentation of the
data that have been gathered over
several generations of research .

Once IQ tests became available in
the 1920s, researchers found a clear
trend: children with high IQs tended
to have few brothers and sisters . This
was later shown conclusively to be an
effect of dysgenic fertility rather than
any kind of 10-depressing effect of
large families. The correlation be-
tween IQ and number of siblings is on
the order of -.18.

How many brothers and sisters?

Later population studies have
taken a different approach, measuring
the IQs of parents and counting their
children . On the basis of all available
data, Prof. Lynn concludes that the
overall genetic 10 decline in the
developed world is something like one
point per generation . In Britain, for
example, he estimates genetic IQ to
have declined 6 .2 points from 1890 to
1980. All studies seem to show that the
decline was greatest in the first half of
the 20th century, when contraception
use was even more concentrated in the
upper classes than it is today .

Recent, fine-grained studies of fer-
tility have confirmed other important
findings . In the United States, multi-
racialism itself is dysgenic since blacks
and Hispanics have more babies than
whites . Also, dysgenic trends are more
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pronounced among blacks than
among whites, since the black under-
class is outbreeding high-IQ blacks at
a greater rate than the equivalent
populations among whites. The IQ of
white Americans is probably declining
at a rate of just under one point per
generation, whereas the decline for
blacks is estimated at just over two
points .

Dysgenic trends are more
pronounced among

blacks than whites, since
the black underclass is
out- breeding high-IQ
blacks at a greater rate
than the equivalent pop-
ulations among whites .
Another interesting fording is that

dysgenic trends are sharper among
women than men. The most intelligent
women often spend many years in
school and at work . Once they are in
their mid-30s they may not find hus-
bands, and they have also cut short
their child-bearing years . Intelligent,
successful men who delay marriage
have less trouble finding suitable
wives .

As Prof. Lynn explains, the sex dif-
ference is exacerbated by behavior at
the low end of the intelligence curve as
well :
"Low-IQ women tend to have

higher fertility because they are ineffi-
cient users of contraception and there
are always plenty of men willing to
have sex with them . Low IQ men, on
the other hand, tend not to have such
high fertility because many of them are
unattractive to females and lack the
social and cognitive skills required to
secure sexual partners."

Greater dysgenic fertility among
women than men is particularly
pronounced among blacks . College-
educated black women have a
notoriously small number of children
whereas the underclass is fertile .

Although Prof. Lynn considers con-
traception to be the primary dysgenic
force, he also notes the baleful effects
of welfare . This has been the medium
in which the underclass grows, and it
has fueled illegitimacy rates among
blacks that now approach 70 percent .
Prof. Lynn notes that this cannot but
be dysgenic :
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"It is easy to understand why single
mothers tend to have low intelligence
and weak character . They are less able
to foresee, and they care less about,
the adverse consequences of having an
illegitimate child ."

In fact, in the United States, over
half of the single women on welfare
are in the bottom 20 percent for IQ .

Interestingly, much of the develop-
ing world is going through the same,
steep dysgenic decline that Europe
and the United States suffered earlier
in the century . In much of Latin
America, for example, contraception
is used almost exclusively by the upper
classes while peasants still show
"natural fertility." Black Africa is the
one great exception. Prof. Lynn
reports that almost no one practices
birth control there, so the genetic
stock is not deteriorating .

Professor Lynn devotes a chapter to
the so-called Flynn effect, the finding
that performance on 10 tests has ac-
tually been rising during the 20th cen-
tury despite dysgenic fertility. This
trend is confirmed when IQ tests are
routinely renormed to give an average
score of 100. Today's test-takers score
better on tests normed for the 1940s
and 1950s than they do on tests
normed for the 1990s .

How can this be? Prof. Lynn ac-
cepts that the approximate three point
per decade rise in IQ since the 1930s
is real, and not an artifact of better
education or greater literacy . Since
the rise has been the same for small
children as for adults, experience with
test-taking appears not to be the
cause. Prof. Lynn believes that better
nutrition and the control of most
childhood diseases explain perfor-
mance gains that have masked the
decline in underlying genetic intel-
ligence .
Prof. Lynn likens this to using

progressively poorer seed on increas-
ingly fertile land . Crops may improve
in the short-run but even the best land
will some day be unable to make up for
degraded seed. Figures for IQ decline
are therefore calculations of what
must be happening at the genetic level
despite higher measured intelligence .

The Flynn effect -named for the
New Zealander, J .R. Flynn, who
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publicized it-is one of the most
perplexing findings in current IQ re-
search. Prof. Lynn's treatment of it is
as convincing as any in the literature .

Other Consequences

Intelligence is not the only impor-
tant trait now shaped by modern tech-
niques. Medicine has a dysgenic effect
on health, since weak children who
would ordinarily have died young now
survive to have children of their own .
In the case of some heritable diseases
that can now be treated, there will be
a sharp increase in defective genes. In
the next 30 years, hemophilia is likely
to become 25 percent more common,
and cystic fibrosis and phenylketo-
nuria (PKU) will increase by 120 per-
cent and 300 percent .

Prof. Lynn also notes that criminal
propensities, which he considers
separately from intelligence, are also
spreading through the population . Al-
though this is a field that has been
almost completely ignored, Prof.
Lynn's own findings are that, at least
in Britain, criminals and psychopaths
are 77 percent more fertile than other
people. Given heritability estimates
for criminality derived from twin and
adoption studies, Prof. Lynn finds that
the excessive fertility of criminals
alone probably accounted for a 52 per-
cent crime increase in Britain in a
single generation. He considers the
spread of criminality a potentially
greater problem than the decline of
intelligence .

Perhaps the book's most dismal
assertion is that the current reproduc-
tive habits of Western populations not
only ensure decline, they rule out even
the theoretical possibility of genetic
improvement . In an era when the most
able members of society limit themsel-
ves to two or three children, even the
most dramatically favorable mutation
would have no way to spread through
a population . Improvement requires
eugenic fertility, which is no longer
found in Western populations. They
have reached a genetic dead end .

What can be done? Prof. Lynn is
silent on the subject of policy, but not
from shyness. Dysgenics is to be fol-
lowed by a second volume, which will
outline the steps that can and must be
taken to stop genetic deterioration.
This volume could be even more im-
portant than the first.
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Sauce for the Gander
When whites are thought to have

committed offenses against blacks but
are acquitted of state criminal char-
ges, they may find themselves in
federal court on civil rights charges .
This was what happened to the of-
ficers who arrested Rodney King .

This technique has finally been
used against blacks . In 1992, Lemrick
Nelson was acquitted of killing Yankel
Rosenbaum, a Hasidic Jew, during the
1991 anti-Jewish riots in the Crown
Heights section of New York . There
was much dissatisfaction among
whites when the jury of six blacks, four
Hispanics, and two whites not only
acquitted Mr. Nelson but then took
him to dinner to celebrate the verdict .

Jewish groups put a great deal of
pressure on Janet Reno's Justice
Department to retry Mr. Nelson for
violation of civil rights. The Ad-
ministration resisted long past the
point of decency, but finally brought
charges not only against Mr . Nelson
but against another black man, Char-
les Price, who incited blacks to kill
Jews. On February 10th, a jury of three
blacks, four Hispanics, and five whites
found both men guilty. They are likely
to face as many as 20 years in jail .
(Joseph Fried, 2 guilty in Fatal Crown
Hts. Violence, New York Times, Feb .
11, 1997, p. Al .)

In an amusing footnote, the Febru-
ary 11th New York limes story on the
trial changed slightly from its early to
late editions. It first quoted Lemrick
Nelson's mother as telling her son,
"You ain't did nothing wrong ." It later
repented of this verbatim quotation
and simply wrote that she had told him
he had done nothing wrong . (Just
Ain't Done, New York Post, Feb. 12,
1997 .)

Kennewick Man Stays
Above Ground

In January we reported the dis-
covery of a 9,000-year-old skeleton in
Oregon of a man thought to be a
Caucasian. Indian tribes immediately
claimed him as an ancestor, and in-
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0 Tmpora, 0 Mores!
yoked the Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act to
have him handed over for reburial .
Even the mainstream media won-
dered whether Indian haste to get
their hands on the bones did not indi-
cate fear that further study of the
skeleton would demonstrate a white
presence on the continent at an
awkwardly early time .

Although scientists were frantic for
a chance to examine this unusual find,
the Army Corps of Engineers, which
had custody of the body, knuckled
under immediately to the Indians and
agreed to give them the bones . How-
ever, on Feb . 3, a U .S . District
Magistrate permitted scientists and an
Odinist group, the Asatru Folk As-
sembly, to file suits demanding further
study. Kennewick man will therefore
stay above ground and have his day in
court. (Richard Hill, Judge Allows
Suits in Kennewick Man Case to Con-
tinue, The Oregonian, Feb . 4, 1997, p.
1 .)

America's King
At the University of Georgia at

Athens, the celebration of Martin
Luther King's birthday went on a little
longer than usual. There were no less
than ten separate, official events,
which stretched from Jan. 17 through
Feb. 5, including such things as "1997
MLK Art Exhibit," "1997 MLK

"`
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GospelFest," "A King-sized Celebra-
tion," and "1997 MLK Youth Sym-
posium on Nonviolence." The dates
suggest that these are annual obser-
vances. There is probably no other
person, idea, or historical event that
would merit anything like this scale of
commemoration.

Blacks Learn Early
A 14-year-old black boy in East Fal-

lowfield Township, Pennsylvania, has
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already learned that faking a "hate
crime" can really make things happen .
The boy tied threatening messages to
rocks and pitched them through the
windows of his own house, prompting
the usual uproar. Local police con-
sidered posting a 'round-the-clock
guard on the house . The boy apparent-
ly didn't like the neighborhood, and
wanted to persuade his mother to
move house. (AP, Cops : Boy Falsified
Hate Attacks, Coatesville, PA, Feb. 5,
1997.)

Whites Learn Late
Season ticket holders to the

Pasadena Playhouse decided they
didn't want to patronize a series of
"black theme" plays. Of the 16,000
subscribers to the Pasadena, Califor-
nia arts organization, about 1,000
decided not to renew . Many said
openly that they were not interested in
plays about Jackie Robinson fighting
"racism" or about black disco groups
in the 1970s. "We're surprised people
actually vocalized that," said a spokes-
man for the playhouse . Indeed, whites
usually keep such views to themselves .
(AP, Pasadena, Calif, Feb. 10, 1997 .)

Longing for White Rule
Many South Africans have a

legitimate fear that their country is
sliding into chaos. Government is
bloated and ineffectual, crime is in-
creasing spectacularly, and the white-
built infrastructure is falling apart . At
least some blacks think they know
what the problem is . Robert
Thornton, an anthropologist at Wit-
watersrand University, is doing re-
search in Mpumalanga province .
"One of the tribal leaders I spoke to
said he missed the good old days
under apartheid," he says . (Anton
Ferreira, S. Africa's Mandela Needs
Firmer Hand on Tiller, Reuters, Cape
Town, Feb. 4.)

Meanwhile, in the United States,
one of the first towns founded by
blacks is facing bankruptcy and a state
takeover. Princeville, North Carolina,
was established by freed slaves in 1865 .
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