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They just hoped to play respectably and
build toward next season. Under Mr.
McKeon, the Marlins posted the best

record in baseball during the final four
months of the season, and edged out the
Chicago Cubs to become National
League champs. Down 2-1 in the World
Series, they won three in a row to beat
the New York Yankees in their home sta-
dium.

In hiring Mr. McKeon, who is white,
without interviewing any other candi-
dates, the Marlins violated Baseball
Commissar Bud Selig’s minority-hiring
“guidelines.” In 1999, Mr. Selig sent a
letter to teams, requiring them to notify
him of certain job vacancies, including
manager. Teams are supposed to provide
a list of non-white candidates, and the
Commissioner’s Office reviews them
before anyone new may be hired.

The Marlins were fined a “substan-
tial” amount by Major League Baseball
for failing to follow Mr. Selig’s minor-
ity-hiring diktat. MLB senior vice presi-
dent Rich Levin refused to disclose the
size of the fine, but ESPN and other
sports news services speculate that it
ranged anywhere from $100,000 to $2
million.

After the World Series, all complaints
stopped about the Marlin’s decision to
hire an old white guy instead of some
black, Hispanic, or Asian, and Commis-
sar Selig has been noticeably silent about
the fine. When asked about it by ESPN,
he said he would not discuss the sub-
ject, disingenuously telling reporters, “I
never comment on club matters.” Mr.
McKeon quipped, “I’ll say one thing, the

AARP ought to make Jeff Loria their
Man of the Year for hiring a guy like
me.” From short-term fix to Manager of
the Year, Mr. McKeon, who celebrated
his 73rd birthday on November 23, will

be back for at least one more season in
2004.

Wayne Lutton, at one time an aspir-
ing knuckleball pitcher, sports a Ph.D.
in military history and is editor of The
Social Contract (www.TheSocialCon
tract.com).

White Men Meet Indians
David A. Price, Love and Hate in Jamestown: John Smith, Pocahontas, and the Heart of a New Nation,

Alfred A. Knopf, 2003, 300 pp., $25.95.
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Jamestown and the clash
of civilizations.

reviewed by Thomas Jackson

Everyone has heard of Jamestown,
Captain John Smith, and
Pocahontas, but most Americans

know few details about the clash of races
and civilizations that marked the arrival
of the English in Virginia in 1607. Love
and Hate in Jamestown is a fascinating,
readable account of the early days of the
colony that treats the cultural collision
with none of the anti-white hysteria now
common in historical writing. Author
David Price clearly admires Captain
John Smith, and though many of the
other Englishmen he writes about were
greedy, naïve, or lazy, they came seek-
ing better lives, not conquest or domi-
nation. In today’s terms, Jamestown was
a port of entry for illegal immigrants.
What followed was an early exercise in
diversity that brought tragedy for the

English and oblivion for the Indians. It
has lessons for us today.

Strictly Business

The Virginia Company of London had
no romantic or swashbuckling preten-
sions. It was a money-making venture
with three aims: to find gold, discover a
passage to the Pacific, and—a distant
third—bring Christianity to the natives.
The 105 colonists who arrived in 1607
were so sure of finding gold they entered
into what now seem very reckless con-
tracts: In exchange for a one-way ticket
to America and a share in the profits,
they bound themselves to a set period of
service in Virginia—it appears to have
been seven years—during which they re-
ceived no pay, had to obey orders, and
could not leave. There were no women
in this first group.

Unlike the Spaniards, who had a repu-
tation for massacre, they were deter-
mined to treat the Indians lovingly. They
would bring civilization and Christian-

ity so that, as one of the company’s back-
ers wrote of the natives he had never met,
“Their children when they come to be
saved, will blesse the day when first their
fathers saw your faces.” About half the
colonists were “gentlemen,” with no
experience or expectation of manual la-
bor, but all were in for a shock. As Mr.
Price writes, they arrived “with pure
hearts and empty heads, expecting to
find riches, welcoming natives, and an
easy life on the other shore.” Most were
dead before the year was out.

The passage to the New World should
have been a sign of trouble to come. It
took from January 5 to March 23 to get
to the West Indies, and another month
to sail the 1,500 miles north to Virginia.
Along with 39 sailors, the men were
crammed into three small ships, of which
the largest was only 15 feet across at its
widest point. There were sharp disagree-
ments on board, the nature of which have
not been recorded, and the leaders of the
expedition kept John Smith prisoner for
most of the voyage. During a stop at a
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Caribbean island they even built a gib-
bet for him, but with his usual knack for
survival (see sidebar, page 11), he talked
his way out of the noose.

On April 26, the ships reached Vir-
ginia, and the colonists quickly met In-
dians. The initial contacts are well re-
corded, as are the English attitudes
to what they referred to as “the
naturals.” Both are instructive, and
are hardly consistent with the now-
standard image of rapacious coloni-
zation. Mr. Price emphasizes that the
colonists had entirely benevolent in-
tentions. “The English,” he wrote “did
not believe that white people like
themselves were innately superior
and the natives innately inferior . . . .
[since] savagery was only the start-
ing point for a people’s progression
toward modernity.” He explains fur-
ther: “The English did not exclude
themselves from the progression: in
the days of the Roman conquest, as the
English now saw it, the Britons them-
selves were savages. The civilizing in-
fluence of the Roman conquerors, and
later of the Christian gospel, had lifted
the English up from savagery. Support-
ers of the colony expected it to bestow
the same benefits on the natives . . . .”

Mr. Price adds that the English
thought of the Indians essentially as
white people, unlike Moors or black
Africans, whom they considered funda-
mentally different from themselves. At
first, they were convinced Indians were
born white, but that constant painting
discolored their bodies. The English
were careful to settle only on uninhab-
ited land, and looked forward to trade
and cooperation. It was clearly the Indi-
ans who, not unnaturally, saw the colo-
nists as invaders and were determined
to dislike them.

There was trouble the first day ashore.
As the English were returning to the
beach, a band of five Indians ambushed
them with bow and arrow, wounding
two. The English chased them off with
musket fire but hit no one. Smith, who
observed the engagement while still a
prisoner on board ship, noted that the
Indians’ weapons were more accurate
than muskets, and that their rate of fire
was faster.

The next day, the English met no na-
tives but they found oysters cooking over
a fire, which Indians had obviously left
behind in a hurry as the strangers ap-
proached. The colonists helped them-
selves, and found the oysters “very large

and delicate in taste.” Several days later,
they met Indians, and succeeded in mak-
ing gestures of peace. The Indians led
them to their village, fed them, and per-
formed a dance, which involved, in the
words of one visitor “shouting, howling,

and stamping against the ground, with
many antic tricks and faces, making
noise like so many wolves or devils.”

The English spent about two weeks
looking for a place to settle. They met
various tribes—some friendly, some
not—but there was no bloodshed. On
May 14, they chose the present site of
Jamestown, and the leaders finally re-

leased Smith from confinement, since all
hands were needed to help build the
settlement. The colony president, Ed-
ward-Maria Wingfield, decreed that
since the English came in peace there
would be no fortifications and no train-
ing in the use of weapons. During the
first few days, Indians made friendly vis-
its, fascinated by metal weapons, tools,
and the trinkets the colonists brought to
trade.

On the fourth day, a chief named
Wowinchopunck arrived with about 100
armed men. The English nervously read-
ied their weapons, and there was a stand-
off. An Indian picked up an English
hatchet and refused to put it down. There
was a scuffle, and the chief “went sud-

denly away with all his company in great
anger.”

Shortly afterwards, 23 men including
Smith set out to do the company’s work
of looking for gold and a passage to the
Pacific. On this trip they learned of the

extent of what was called the Pow-
hatan empire. The great chief con-
trolled the entire eastern part of what
is now Virginia, and though local
tribes had some autonomy, he had
firm control.

The exploring party found no gold
and no route to the East, and had an-
other disappointment when they re-
turned on May 26. Just the day be-
fore, hundreds of natives had at-
tacked the settlement, killing an En-
glish boy and wounding a dozen men,
one of whom later died. The colo-
nists managed to panic the attackers
with canon fire—without which they
might well have been massacred—

and killed at least one Indian. These
were the first deaths on both sides.
Jamestown was not even two weeks old.

Wingfield decided the settlement
would have to be fortified after all, and
the men built the triangular palisade with
gun emplacements at the corners now
familiar to school children. From that
point on, there were sporadic attacks, but
no deaths for another week. On May 31,
a man who had been outside the pali-
sade came running back inside with six
arrows stuck in him, and died a week
later.

Not all contact with Indians was vio-
lent. The English learned that it was the
Paspahegh tribe, their nearest neighbors,
that most disliked them. Although the
English thought they had settled on un-
claimed land, the Paspahegh considered
it theirs. Indians who lived farther away
were more friendly and willing to trade.
This was the reverse of what the English
had hoped for—it was the Indians with
whom they had most contact who liked
them least.

On June 22, the sailors, who were not
subject to Virginia Company rules, set
sail for England. They had been the most
productive workers, and for reasons that
are not entirely clear, work on the settle-
ment all but stopped. The “gentlemen”
refused to work, but so did many others.
Everyone seems to have thought the
ships were going to come back full of
food. As Smith wrote in disgust, the
colonists were “in such despaire as they
would rather starve and rot with idleness,
then be perswaded to do anything for

A reconstruction of the flagship, Susan Constant.

The English thought of
the Indians essentially as

white people, unlike
Moors or black Africans,

whom they considered
fundamentally different
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their owne reliefe without constraint.”
Freeloading was a big problem. Every-
one shared the common food supply, so
there was little reward for individual ef-
fort.

The summer brought several nasty
surprises. Jamestown was marshy, and
what had been good drinking water in
April turned brackish in June. Mosqui-
toes brought malaria. The stores from
England began to run out, but anyone
who went hunting risked being killed by
Indians. Men began to die from disease
and malnutrition. At times only five men
were strong enough to stand guard or
drag the dead out of the fort. Nearly half
the colonists died, and the rest expected
to be massacred. To their surprise, Indi-
ans came to trade food for beads and

hatchets. Chief Powhatan appears not to
have realized how weak the English
were, and how easily he could have ex-
terminated them. At this low point, the
colony elected John Smith as its leader.
He tightened up discipline, and estab-
lished the rule that those who did not
work would not eat.

That winter, after the men had recov-
ered somewhat from sickness, Smith set
out again to hunt for gold and the Pa-
cific. It was on this trip that he had his
famous encounter with Pocahontas. At
one point he split his party in two, leav-
ing seven men on a boat with strict or-
ders not to venture onto land where they
could be ambushed. However, Chicka-
hominy warriors set out women on the
shore, and had them gesture pleasingly
to the English. They went ashore, only
to be attacked, and all but one, George
Cassen, scrambled back to the boat.
This, as Mr. Price tells it, is what hap-
pened to Cassen:

“The natives prepared a large fire
behind the bound and naked body. Then
a man grasped his hands and used mus-
sel shells to cut off joint after joint, mak-
ing his way through cassen’s fingers,
tossing the pieces into the flames. That
accomplished, the man used shells and
reeds to detach the skin from Cassen’s
face and the rest of his head. Cassen’s
belly was next, as the man sliced it open,

pulled out his bowels, and cast those
onto the fire. Finally the natives burned
Cassen at the stake through to the
bones.”

While this was going on, Indians at-
tacked Smith’s group, killed his compan-
ions, and captured Smith. The men
brought him to one of Powhatan’s
younger brothers, Opechancanough,
who would play a significant role in later
years. It appears to have been a very near
thing whether Smith would be carved up
and burnt in pieces, too, but he claimed
to be a chief, and it was not the custom
to torture chiefs. Opechancanough de-
cided to take him back to Powhatan for
a final verdict, but marched his captive
from village to village for several
weeks before taking him before the
chief of chiefs.

Smith began to understand that
Opechancanough wanted to attack
Jamestown, so he lied stoutly about
its defenses. He also persuaded his
captors to let him send a message
back to Jamestown, claiming that if
his men thought he was harmed they
would come and wreak terrible ven-
geance (Smith had an unusual gift for
bluffing; the colonists were in no
state to mount a punitive expedition). He
wrote on a page from his notebook that
the colonists were to terrify the Indian
messengers with a demonstration of can-
non fire, and to send back certain gifts.
The messengers came back suitably ter-
rified, and astonished that the colonists
had given them exactly what Smith said
they would. They had no writing, and
thought Smith had made the piece of pa-
per talk.

Smith spent Christmas as a prisoner,
and did not meet Powhatan until the new
year. He estimated the great chief to be
in his sixties or seventies, and was
greatly impressed by his bearing and
aura of command. Powhatan wanted to
know what the colonists’ intentions
were, and Smith lied again, saying they
had come ashore only after losing a
battle on the seas with enemies, and
would go back to England soon. He
bragged again about how vengeful the
English were, implying that Powhatan
had better treat him well or reap the con-
sequences.

It didn’t work. Powhatan ordered his
men to force Smith’s head down on a
large rock and dash out his brains. It was
then that Pocahontas, age 11 or 12 and
the favorite of Powhatan’s many chil-
dren, scampered out of the crowd, put

her head over Smith’s and begged for
his life. Smith believed it was nothing
more than a gesture of kindness from the
child, who had a lively curiosity and
wanted to know more about this strange
visitor rather than see him executed.
Powhatan agreed to spare his life if
Smith would promise to send two can-
non and a grindstone. Smith could hardly
decline.

On his return to Jamestown on Janu-
ary 2, 1608, Smith found the colony in a
bad way. There had been more Indian
attacks, and only about 40 of the origi-
nal 105 settlers were still alive. Several
had taken over the remaining ship, and
were about to sail back to England. Com-

pany rules forbade defection, and Smith
trained cannon on the ship to prevent es-
cape.

He also had to deal with the 12 men
Powhatan had sent back with him to haul
home the grindstone and cannons. Smith,
who had a sense of humor, offered the
men two culvereins, which weighed
about 3,000 pounds each. The Indians
could not even lift them, much less drag
them through the woods, and left with-
out them.

Such were the contacts with the Indi-
ans during the first half year of the
Jamestown colony. The English meant
no provocation, but their very presence
was a provocation. From time to time
Indians found it useful to trade with the
colony, or to enlist its help in quarrels
with enemies, but their abiding attitude
was hostility. Many men back in En-
gland—and many who came later to Vir-
ginia—continued to believe harmonious
relations were possible with the “natu-
rals,” but Smith soon understood uneasy
toleration was the best the English could
expect.

 Still, there were gestures of amity.
The English left a boy in Powhatan’s
village to learn Indian ways and master
the language. The Indians left a boy with

Powhatan: a contemporary view.

It appears to have
been a very near thing

whether Smith would be
carved up and burnt in

pieces, too.
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the English, who was later taken to En-
gland for exhibition by the Virginia
Company as one of its many money-rais-
ing schemes. Pocahontas took to visit-
ing Jamestown, where she played with
the English boys, and got better ac-
quainted with Smith.

Throughout this period, the English
were still convinced they would find
gold. They sent boatloads of fool’s gold
back to England, and the company sent
miners to Virginia. Once again, Mr. Price
tells us, Smith was among the first to
shake off illusion. He laughed at the
“gilded dirt” the English kept bringing
in, reasoning that if there were gold
nearby, the natives would have found it
just as the South Americans had before
the Spanish arrived.

During the spring of 1608, as the
colony marked its first year of existence,
there were no all-out attacks by Indians,
but Powhatan proposed to trade turkeys
for swords. Smith, who had no intention
of arming a potential enemy, said no.
Powhatan started sending small parties
of men to try to steal things, and at one
point the English caught and locked up
a dozen thieves. Smith sent a message
to Powhatan, saying that if the spades,
shovels, swords, and tools the Indians
had stolen were not returned, he would
hang the prisoners. The Indians then
caught two colonists and proposed an
exchange.

Smith, his numbers reinforced by a
new installment of colonists, went on a
punitive expedition, in which he killed
no one, but burned villages and de-
stroyed canoes. Powhatan returned the
two colonists. Smith learned from his In-
dian prisoners that Powhatan planned to
hold a feast for the English, kill them
while they were off guard, and take all

their weapons and tools. Smith released
the prisoners, but his bluster and resolu-
tion seem to have cowed them. For a time
there was uneasy peace.

Mr. Price recognizes the wisdom of
Smith’s firm approach to the Indians.
These were not gentle children of na-

ture yearning for Christianity. “The al-
ternative to intimidation was not love
and friendship,” he writes,  “it was open
war—which the English, in 1608, would
have lost to the last man.”

Smith sent frank letters back to the
company, explaining that Virginia was a
failure as a get-rich-quick scheme, that
sending over titled layabouts to look for
gold was folly. It was a rich country, he
explained, but one suited for farmers and
fishermen rather than gold miners. His
messages began to sink in and the com-
pany began to send more suitable colo-
nists.

Powhatan seems to have vacillated
between trying to starve out the English
and seeing what he could get out of them
by trade. By the winter of 1608, the colo-
nists were nearly out of food. Powhatan
offered grain in return for an English-
style house, guns, swords, copper and
beads. Smith was desperate for supplies,
and accepted the offer except for the
weapons. Then followed what may have
been the first act of European race
treachery on North American soil.

Smith sent more than a dozen trades-
men to build Powhatan’s house, includ-
ing two German glass-makers for the
windows. The Germans, who had never
been to Powhatan’s village, were im-
pressed by the large stores of food, and
decided to go over to the Indians. They
told Powhatan about Jamestown’s de-
fenses, and offered to go back to the
colony and steal weapons.

Meanwhile, when Smith showed up
for the food, Pocahontas once again
saved his life by warning him about a
plan to kill him and his men when they
had set their weapons aside to eat. They
kept their weapons at the ready while
they ate, as the strapping, fierce-look-
ing men who had brought the meal
looked on in obvious frustration. Smith
returned to Jamestown with enough food
to tide the colony over the winter.

During their trips to Jamestown to
steal weapons, the Germans persuaded
six or seven Englishmen to gather weap-
ons and help arm the Indians. Early in
1609, Smith learned about the treach-
ery. With uncharacteristic forbearance,
he offered to pardon the Germans if they
came back, and they accepted. After a
month in Jamestown, however, they went
back to Powhatan and offered to turn
their coats again. They told him about
plans for a new shipment of several hun-
dred new colonists, and offered to col-
lect information on the grandee who was
coming to replace Smith. Powhatan is
reported to have said, “You that would
have betrayed Captaine Smith to mee,
will certainely betray me to this great
lord . . . .” He then had his men beat out
their brains with clubs.

Smith continued to explore, getting
as far as Delaware, and the future site of
Washington, DC. However, by 1609 he
had made so many enemies among the

gentlemen that the company cashiered
him and brought him back to England.
He never returned to Virginia. By this
time there were about 500 people in
Jamestown, but the newcomers were
still, as Mr. Price explains, “looking for-
ward to lives of idle leisure supported
by supplies from London, food from the
natives, and gold from the ground.” This
was because the Virginia Company
strictly controlled all news about the
colony, even censoring private letters, so
as not to discourage potential investors
and colonists with tales of torture and
starvation. The deluded colonists were
still not growing enough food to feed
themselves.

After Powhatan had met the incom-
petents who replaced Smith, he began

A model of the Jamestown fort.

Then followed
what may have been the

first act of European
race treachery on

North American soil.
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attacking the colony again with surprise
raids. His men massacred a party of En-
glish who went looking for food, and left
their bodies for the others to find, with
bread stuffed in their mouths.

A ship that went out to trade with
Powhatan came back empty, and with
only 16 of the 50 men who had set out
on the trip. The commander had not
taken the usual precautions with the In-
dians, and got the usual treatment of slow
dismemberment and burning. “And so
for want of circumspection [he] miser-
ably perished,” recorded one of his con-
temporaries.

During the winter of 1609-1610,
which came to be known as “the starv-
ing time,”  Powhatan nearly succeeded
in wiping out the colony. By March,
1610, 400 out of the 500 Smith had left
behind were dead of starvation or Indian
attacks. Another 36 stole a boat and did
a flit back to England. The English were
so hungry they ate their dead comrades,
and one man even killed and ate his preg-
nant wife. Once after an Indian attack,
the English buried a dead Indian, but
several days later, regretting their im-
providence, dug him up and ate him.

The colony came within a hair’s
breadth of abandonment, and Mr. Price
tells the dramatic story of how the En-
glish were saved. He goes on to tell of
Pocahontas’s kidnapping, her conver-
sion to Christianity, and her 1614 mar-
riage to John Rolfe, which brought peace
with the Indians. Mr. Price also mentions
the arrival in 1619 of the first Africans,
noting that the English did not have any
illusions that they were potentially white:
“Notions of black racial inferiority seem
to have been firmly in place in the colony
from the start.”

During this time of peace with the
Indians, the authorities threw themselves
again into the idea of loving and Chris-
tianizing the “naturals.” They set aside
10,000 acres of land on the site of
Pocahontas’s conversion, to be used as
a Christian college for Indians. A leader
named George Thorpe was particularly
solicitous of Indians. Unlike in the old
days, they came and went freely in the
colony and in the satellite colonies that
sprang up along the river banks. When
Indians complained that dogs were
frightening them, Thorpe had the dogs
publicly hanged. Thorpe even had an
English-style house built for Ope-
chancanough, brother of Powhatan who
captured Smith, and who became the
new chief after Powhatan’s death in

1618.
Opechancanough did not, however,

have a favorite daughter married to an
Englishman. He resented the steady
growth of the colony, and hatched a plot
to be rid of it. On March 22, 1622, Indi-
ans arrived among the English, unarmed
as usual, taking their places at breakfast
tables and workplaces. However, when
the colonists were least suspecting it,
they rose up and killed as many as they
could with anything they could get their
hands on. Fortunately for the colony, the
main population at Jamestown got warn-
ing early that day. The men kept their
arms by their sides, and the Indians did
nothing. Elsewhere, they achieved com-
plete surprise, slaughtering and mutilat-
ing men, women, and children. To
Thorpe, their celebrated benefactor, they
“did so many barbarous despights and
foule scornes after to his dead corpse,
as are unbefitting to be heard by any
civill eare,” according to a contempo-
rary chronicler. Of an estimated 1,200
colonists, the Indians managed to kill

about 400.
This was a great setback for the

colony, but the English spent a year mak-
ing war on the Indians, and in March
1623, Opechancanough sued for terms.
The English pretended to agree, and
brought a great cask of wine to the peace
celebration. After much friendly speech-
ifying, the Indians drank the wine—poi-
soned by the English—and about 200
died. Later that year the English signed
a real peace treaty with Opechan-
canough, and the two peoples gradually
returned to their old ways of peaceful
intercourse.

Amazingly, in 1644, Opechancan-
ough masterminded an identical sneak
attack, and this time managed to kill
between 400 and 500 people. The im-
pact was not as great, since the colony
had grown bigger still, but this time the
English did not stop until they had killed
a great many Indians, including Ope-
chancanough. In 1646, the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly noted that the natives
were “so routed and dispersed that they

John Smith’s biography is a tale of
heroism and narrow escapes that
reads like a James Bond novel mi-

nus the girls. He was born in 1580 to a
simple farmer, just one step above
grinding poverty. He became a soldier
as a route to better
things, and as a teen-
ager fought with the
Dutch in the war of
independence from
Spain. Afterwards,
he withdrew to the
English countryside
for a year and im-
mersed himself in the
theoretical and prac-
tical arts of war.

In 1601, he joined
the Austrian forces in
Hungary that were
fighting the occupying armies of the Ot-
toman Empire. He was captured in 1602
and sold into slavery, where he was fit-
ted with an iron ring around his neck
and toiled on a Turkish farm. One day,
his master rode up on a horse as he
worked in the fields. He killed the man,
stole his clothes and horse, and rode to
freedom.

It was perhaps his experience as a
soldier fighting in foreign battlefields

that gave him his tactical shrewdness
when dealing with the Indians. He stud-
ied them carefully in the hope of un-
derstanding them exactly as they were,
and not as imagined symbols of either
nobility or depravity. Indeed, he left the

best ethnographic
records of the Vir-
ginia Indians.

He badly wanted
to go back to Virginia
to run the colony, but
had offended too
many “gentlemen”
ever to win reap-
pointment. Still, his
adventures were by
no means over. He
explored Massachu-
setts 10 years before
the Mayflower

sailed. He battled pirates, was betrayed
by his men, was captured by the French,
nearly died in wild escapes, and still
found time to write the then-standard
accounts of the New World.

Although in the popular imagination
he is romantically linked with Poca-
hontas, she was only a child during his
two years in Virginia. Smith never mar-
ried, and left no children when he died
in  1631.

The Adventures of Captain John
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are no longer a nation, and we now suf-
fer only from robbery by a few starved
outlaws.”

Other Outcomes?

It is clear from Mr. Price’s account
that the English approached the Indians
with about as much goodwill as it is pos-
sible for one alien people to approach
another. To have established the condi-
tions that made it possible for the Indi-
ans to mingle so freely with the colo-
nists they could manage the massacre of
1622 shows a high level of trust, which
the Indians brutally betrayed. For the
English to have then so lowered their
guard that the same Indian chief could
slaughter another 500 colonists 21 years
later in exactly the same way, again
shows how much the English were pre-
pared to trust their neighbors. Had the
Indians taken the same benevolent view
of the English, it is possible to imagine

peaceful trade, missionary work, and
perhaps even large-scale miscegenation
and eventual absorption. The colonists,
for their part, seem to have brought to
Virginia no preconceptions that would
have prevented such a result.

For the Indians, however, the English
brought no possible outcome—be it con-
version, assimilation, or absorption—
that meant anything but their destruction
as a people. In delaying their all-out as-
sault on the colony until there were too
many English to exterminate, they en-
sured their own physical rather than
merely cultural or genetic destruction.
Even if they had succeeded in wiping
out Jamestown during the “starving
time,” the English—or someone else—
would have come eventually. By the 17th
century, Europeans were too ambitious
to leave an entire continent in the hands
of stone-age savages.

It is instructive to note that nearly 400

years later, the whites who have now
taken possession of the continent have
lost none of the illusions of the James-
town colonists. As whites, in their turn,
suffer invasion by aliens they persist in
believing that with enough love and gen-
erosity, the children of today’s illegal
immigrants “will blesse the day when
first their fathers saw their faces.” This,
of course, was the illusion that led to the
massacres of  1622 and 1644. It is only
whites who believe in and try to prac-
tice multiracialism and peaceful coex-
istence.

The future probably holds nothing so
dramatic for today’s whites as the
Jamestown massacres, but if they do
nothing, what is in store for them is the
gradual dispossession that awaited the
Indians had they not brought about
physical destruction through futile acts
of violence. Yet again, whites seem pre-
pared to pay the price for believing that
others are no different from themselves.

O Tempora, O Mores!
Racist Brains

A new Dartmouth College study
claims to show that “racism” makes you
stupid. A team led by Prof. Jennifer
Richeson recruited 30 white college stu-
dents and had them take an Implicit As-
sociation Test (IAT) supposedly to mea-
sure racial bias. The students sat before
a screen with two buttons. If a “positive”
word, such as “beauty” or a name like
Nancy with no ethnic connotations ap-
peared on the screen, they were sup-
posed to push the left button. For any-
thing else, they were to push the right
button. After the first session, a number
of black names like Tyrone or Kaneesha
appeared on the screen. The greater the
difference in the reaction to the black
names, the greater the prejudice was as-
sumed to be.

After the IAT, students spoke briefly
with a black member of the research
team, and then took an intelligence test
known as the Stroop test. According to
the study, the most biased students did
worst on the Stroop test. As a further
step, the scientists connected the students
to a magnetic resonance imaging (MRI)
machine, which can measure activity lev-
els in different areas of the brain. They
then showed photographs of black and
white men. The more biased a student

was according to the IAT score, the more
activity the scientists found in the “ex-
ecutive control” part of the brain, which
reportedly indicates a conscious effort
to control inappropriate thinking.

Prof. Richeson says prejudiced
people try so hard not to do or say any-

thing inappropriate when they encoun-
ter people of another race that the
struggle temporarily overworks the ex-
ecutive control center. “It’s almost like
working a muscle,” she says. “If you
work it out too much then you can’t lift
any more weight.” She says people are
“getting caught in this trap where they
are trying not to do the wrong thing,
rather than trying to act naturally.”

Some experts are already saying that
Dr. Richeson’s technique may some day
be used to screen people, such as police
recruits, for racial bias. Others are hail-

ing the study as the most successful at-
tempt yet to use neuroscience to explain
racism. Stanford psychology professor
John Gabrieli is already happily con-
cluding that “just having prejudice
makes you stupider.” Whether or not the
test is really measuring what it claims to
measure, it would be interesting to see
results with black test subjects. [Gareth
Cook, Bias Taxes Brain, Research Finds,
Boston Globe, Nov. 17, 2003. David
Adam, Inside the Mind of a Racist:
Scans May Reveal Brain’s Hidden Cen-
tres of Prejudice, Guardian (London),
Nov. 17, 2003.]

More Police Racism
Darrell Shaw, who is white, is a ten-

year veteran of the Portland, Oregon,
police force. On Nov. 18, he got into
what may be serious trouble when he
answered a call at a hip-hop club with a
stuffed, toy gorilla tied to the grille of
his police cruiser. “I think everyone was
kind of shocked,” says Clyde Fulkerson,
manager of Ringlers Pub. “It’s either a
real ignorant, insensitive policeman or
an insensitive, racist policeman.” Pa-
trons were furious, and some used cell
phone cameras to record the outrage.

Why did Officer Shaw have a toy
gorilla tied to his car? At 1:21 a.m. on

Racist or non-racist brain?
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