sades. We must mine this community for
recruits, but not be co-opted by it.

The challenge for us is to develop the
constituency that will support our move-
ment. The vast majority of that con-
stituency will be found in the “implicit
whiteness” of the Republican Party, and

that is the group we must swing to our
side. We are more likely to do that with
issues that normal Republicans care
about, such as amnesty or affirmative
action, than we are with lectures on the
evils of the Federal Reserve. Whites on

the brink of dispossession need at least
implicit defenders who can lead to an
explicit movement to defend our people.
Ron Paul is not that defender.

Myr. Hood has been active in conser-
vative youth movements.

Calling the Election for Obama

The love affair has only
just begun.

by Mike Grano

edia liberals are not exactly
objective observers of race
and politics, and the election

night coverage of the 2008 presidential
election brought out their biases for all
to see.

A white supporter on election night.

MSNBC’s Chris Matthews set the
stage for partisan coverage before the
results even came in, saying, “‘the whole
world is watching to see if we are go-
ing to be the only Western nation to
get it right”—*"“getting it right” means
a majority-white country electing a
black president. But things really picked
up the moment Mr. Obama’s election
became official. It was “the passing of
the old order,” crowed an anchor on
CNN, and black political analyst Roland
Martin, also of CNN, explained that “we
can now entrust this generation with the
leadership of the country.”

Mr. Martin’s colleague, Gloria Borg-
er, worried that “white voters in Con-
federate states still voted for McCain
by two to one,” but she found solace in
the fact that “out West, changing de-
mographics are making this a different
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country.” She concluded her analysis by
dismissing the GOP as “monochrome.”
CNN’s Soledad O’Brien, a half-white,
half-Hispanic reporter made the same
point: “The face of America is chang-
ing. And that face doesn’t look like Joe
the Plumber.”

MSNBC, the most left wing of the
major networks, openly celebrated the
results. Commentator Rachel Maddow
and black Washington Post columnist
Eugene Robinson broke down in tears
over the victory of the Great Helmsman.
Mr. Robinson, notorious for defend-
ing Duke lacrosse hoaxer Crystal Gail
Mangum, sobbed that he was so glad
his parents were still alive to see the
golden moment.

Her voice breaking, Miss Maddow
offered a quick history lesson. “The
ideas of America—a meritocracy and a
leading light of democracy—have been
built on a house of cards. Slavery built
our Capitol and our national firmament.”
Apparently Mr. Obama will steady our
shaky foundations.

MSNBC commentator Keith Ol-
berman compared the election of Mr.
Obama to the US landing on the moon
and noted we are now “a different sort
of democracy.” He saw the election as
anecessary sequel to the Civil War and
“all the small, little murders 100 year
after,” but was pleased to note that after
a civil rights movement into which “too
many Americans had to be dragged
kicking and screaming,” this step in our
redemption was relatively painless.

Black Georgia congressman John
Lewis, who had compared John McCain
and Sarah Palin to George Wallace,
called the election of Mr. Obama a
“nonviolent revolution.” He remem-
bered as a schoolboy looking up above
the chalkboard at all the pictures of past
presidents and thinking that none looked
like him.

Mr. Obama’s victory in Virginia
particularly excited liberals. Mr. Mat-
thews noted that Richmond was the
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capitol of the Confederacy and still
has monuments to Confederate heroes.
For a black man to win the state means
“this is a different country than the one
I grew up in.” Virginia Governor Tim
Kaine was more blunt: “Old Virginny
is dead.”

Fox News, the “conservative” net-
work, was more restrained but still
gushed over the new president. Black
commentator Juan Williams has often
been critical of Mr. Obama, but said his
victory was not just an important page in
American history. “It may be the cover
of the history book.”

National Review’s Michael Potemra
roamed New York City on election night
recording his thoughts. He admired the
“people of all races and ages” celebrat-
ing at Congressman Charlie Rangel’s
block party, and wrote:

“I ask a rhetorical question: Can we
McCain voters, without embarrass-

A black supporter on election night.

ment, shed a tear of patriotic joy about
the historic significance of what just
happened? And I offer a short, rhetori-
cal answer.

“Yes, we can.”

It is worth noting how different
the supporters were at the candidates’
respective election-night parties. The
McCain crowd was a sea of older white
faces listening to country music. The
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boisterous Obama crowds in Harlem,
Times Square, and Chicago were
sprinkled with celebrities
like Spike Lee and Oprah
Winfrey, and attracted mas-
sive numbers of both blacks
and whites. What would have
happened to those whites—
some with small children—if
Obama had lost?

In his concession speech,
Mr. McCain played the beau-
tiful loser. He congratulated
Mr. Obama for overcom-
ing “the old injustices that
stained our nation,” and “the
cruel and painful bigotry” of
the American past. A profes-
sor on a local Washington,
DC newscast whose name I couldn’t
catch called Mr. McCain a “hero” for
refusing to bring up Mr. Obama’s con-
nections to Rev. Jeremiah Wright.

O

Obama by the Numbers

It wasn’t even close. Barack Obama
beat John McCain, 65 million votes
to 57 million, or 53 percent to 46 per-
cent, and Mr. Obama became the first
Democrat to win more than 50 percent
of the national vote since Jimmy Carter
in 1976. Forty-three percent of whites
voted for Mr. Obama, and the wide
margins he won among blacks (95 per-
cent), Hispanics (66 percent), Asians
(61 percent), Jews (81 percent), and
voters under 30 (66 percent), put
him over the top.

Mr. McCain received 55 per-

cent of the white vote, 65 percent
of the white Protestant vote, 52
percent of the white Catholic vote,
74 percent of the Evangelical vote, 57
percent of white men and 53 percent of
white women—and lost anyway. Until
recently that level of support would have
guaranteed victory. If Mr. Obama can
hold his multiracial coalition together,
the next Republican candidate will need
close to 60 percent of the white vote to
stay in the race. [2008 Exit Poll Data,
CNN, Nov. 4, 2008. Going After the
Faith-Based Vote, AP, Nov. 6, 2008.]

No ‘Bradley Effect’

Throughout the campaign the media
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Overseas media were just as unre-
strained. “One Giant Step for Mankind”

Obama supporters at the American embassy
in London, of all places.

read the front page of England’s Sun
newspaper. An article on the London

repeatedly warned us that polls showing
Barack Obama in the lead might over-
state his support because of something
it called the “Bradley Effect.” The name
comes from the losing campaign of the
black former Los Angeles
mayor, Tom Bradley,
when he ran for

ernor of
California

in 1982. Polls
showed him winning handily, but he
lost to George Deukmejian by 100,000
votes. There have been other contests
in which black candidates facing white
opponents had comfortable leads ac-
cording to polls, only to lose or win nar-
rowly. The theory has always been that
devious white poll respondents claim
they are voting for the black candidate
but actually vote for the white.
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Telegraph website read: “Barack Obama
Victory Allows Britain to Love US
Again.” The Times modestly
headlined the victory, “The
New World.”

The French establishment
paper Le Monde quoted a hap-
py black Frenchman as saying,
“Now I’'m going to include a
photo with my résumé.” All
across Africa, there was danc-
ing in the streets. Kenyans,
especially, gloried in their
kinsman’s victory, and the
government declared a holiday
to let them celebrate.

If the fawning coverage
Mr. Obama has enjoyed is
any indication, the media—
all around the world—will be about as
critical of his administration as Pravda
was of Leonid Brezhnev.

Mpr. Grano writes from Maryland.

Tempora, O Mores!

The results of the presidential elec-
tion showed no “Bradley Effect.” Polls
showed Mr. Obama winning 51 to 53
percent of the vote, with John McCain
getting 42 to 44 percent. The final result,
53 percent to 46, shows that, if anything,
the polls slightly understated
support for Mr. McCain. [Alan
Fram, No Hidden White Bias
Seen in Presidential Race, AP,

Nov. 7,2008.]

‘Devil Like Talent’

80-year-old Klaus Em-
merich is the dean of Aus-
trian political journalists.
He spent part of his 61-year

career as the Washington cor-
respondent for ORF, the Austrian
state television broadcaster, and is
the network’s top political commentator
on US affairs. During coverage of the
US election, he said, “I wouldn’t want
the Western world to be directed by a
black man. And if you say this is a rac-
ist remark, I say you are damn right it
is.” The next day, in an interview with
the Austrian Standard, he described
Obama’s victory as an “extremely
disconcerting development” because
“blacks aren’t as politically civilized”
as whites. He later told another Austrian
newspaper, Die Presse, that Mr. Obama
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