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Letters from Readers
Sir — The December issue printed 

three thought-provoking articles on 
the presidential election. They do not, 
however, mention the crucial role le-
galized abortion has played in slowing 
the growth of the non-white population 
of the United States and the world. Mr. 
Smith commends Gov. Palin for “her 
muscular evangelical faith,” which is 
manifested, inter alia, in her refusal to 
abort her Down-Syndrome child and 
her daughter’s refusal to abort her ille-
gitimate child. He quotes with approval 
Pat Buchanan’s observation that Mrs. 
Palin’s power base is among “lifers, 
evangelicals. . . .”  

But black and Hispanic American 
women have abortions at five times 
and three times the rate, respectively, 
of white American women. Fully 43 
percent of black American pregnan-
cies end in abortion. The availability of 
abortion is undoubtedly the main (and 
maybe the only) reason why the fertility 
rate of black American women between 
the ages of 15 and 44 declined between 
1980 and 2005 from 91 to 67 births per 
1,000 women while the fertility rate of 
white American women declined dur-
ing the same period only from 62 to 58 
births per 1,000 women. The availability 
of abortion is also the main reason why 
the fertility rate of Puerto Rican women 
is now lower (1.83) than that of white 
American women (1.86). 

Indeed, John Donohue and Steven 
Levitt have argued in a series of per-
suasive articles that the availability 
of abortion “and the resulting radical 
decline in the birth rate of poor, unmar-
ried, teenage girls” has been a crucial 
factor in the decline in the American 
crime rate over the past several decades. 

Palin-supporting Republicans want 
to criminalize abortion. Their hold on 
the Republican Party is so strong that 
when socially liberal Rudolph Giuliani 
entered the race for the Republican 
nomination, he felt compelled to say 
that he supported the Hyde Amend-
ment, which prohibits Medicaid from 
funding abortions for women who are 
too poor to afford them. I have qualms 
about government-enforced eugenics, 
but it is obscene for the government to 
force black and Hispanic women to have 
children they do not want.

Palin-supporting Republicans also 
insist that abstinence should be the 
preferred means of birth control in the 
United States and the rest of the world. 
In view of the inability of most blacks to 
think in terms of long-term consequenc-
es, abstinence as a means of limiting the 
population growth of Africa is no more 
than a bad joke. 

Professor Steven Farron, Johannes-
burg, South Africa

Sir — Kudos for Jared Taylor’s criti-
cism of Reilly Smith’s enthusiasm over 
Sarah Palin. I voted for John McCain 
with gritted teeth, but I tried for two 
months to get the party to dump Gov. 
Palin from the ticket.

Sarah Palin is lovely and appar-
ently a good mother, but it is astonish-
ing that “conservative” Republicans 
have attempted to transform her into 
a great leader before she’s done any 
actual leading. They’ve been duped by 
her siren song of “pro-life,” “family,” 
“small-town values” into thinking that 
these mere slogans will somehow make 
her a great “conservative” president. I 
hope Mr. Smith will come to realize 
he’s been gulled—like almost all of the 

political class—into thinking women 
are no different from men. It’s all about 
getting women’s votes, and hardly any 
so-called conservatives had the guts to 
point that out.

Mr. Smith needs to ask himself this 
question: Why was Sarah Palin a better 
choice than a good conservative man?

W. Edward Chynoweth, Sanger, Calif.

Sir — Congratulations to Gregory 
Hood for his very perceptive December 
article about the false appeal of Ron 
Paul. Your readers may be interested to 
know that in his most recent “Straight 
Talk,” Dr. Paul wrote the following:

“I congratulate our first African-
American president-elect. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. certainly would be proud to see 
this day. We are stronger for embracing 
diversity, and I am hopeful that we can 
continue working through the tensions 
and wrongs of the past and become a 
more just and colorblind society. . . .  A 
free society emphasizes the importance 
of individuals, and not because they are 
part of a certain group. That’s the only 
way equal justice can be achieved.”

Peter Curtis, Reading, Penn.

Sir — Thank you for your marvelous 
coverage of the Austrian elections in 
your November issue. I do not believe 
such a careful and complete analysis 
could be found in any other publication 
in the English language.

Harper McAlister, Montreal, Canada

Sir — European nationalists gener-
ally have an unfavorable view of the 
United States, and it isn’t hard to figure 
out why. Your article on Austria in the 
December issue lists a number of things 
the nationalists are against: NATO 
membership; Turkish membership in 
the EU, the EU itself, and Muslim im-
migration. The US government supports 
every single one, especially Turkish 
membership in the Union, which it sees 
as some sort of ridiculous fantasy of 
Western-Muslim reconciliation. If Aus-
tria or any European country ever dared 
cut off Muslim or non-white immigra-
tion, the US would be the first to impose 
economic sanctions. Our government is 
no more a friend to the native peoples 
of Europe than it is to the whites of the 
United States.

Jim Marshall, Orlando, Fla.
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in the lowest ten percent in quantitative 
analysis, and in the lowest third on his 
advanced test in philosophy.” 

 
Adultery  

King lived a double life. During the 
day, he would speak to large crowds, 
quoting Scripture and invoking God’s 
will, and at night he frequently had sex 
with women from the audience. “King’s 
habits of sexual adventure had been well 
established by the time he was married,” 
says Michael Eric Dyson of George-
town University, a King admirer. He 
notes that King often “told lewd jokes,” 
“shared women with friends,” and was 
“sexually reckless.” According to King 
biographer Taylor Branch, during a long 
party on the night of January 6 and 7, 
1964, an FBI bugging device recorded 
King’s “distinctive voice ring out above 

others with pulsating abandon, saying, 
‘I’m f***ing for God!’” 

Sex with single and married women 
continued after King married, and on 
the night before his death, King had two 

adulterous trysts. His first rendezvous 
was at a woman’s house, the second in 
a hotel room. The source for this was 
his best friend and second-in-command, 
Ralph Abernathy, who noted that the 
second woman was “a member of the 
Kentucky legislature,” now known to 
be Georgia Davis Powers. 

Abernathy went on to 
say that a third woman was 
also looking for King that 
same night, but found his bed 
empty. She knew his habits 
and was angry when they 
met later that morning. In 
response, writes Abernathy, 
King “lost his temper” and 
“knocked her across the bed. 
. . . She leapt up to fight back, 
and for a moment they were 
engaged in a full-blown fight, 
with [King] clearly winning.” 
A few hours later, King ate 
lunch with Abernathy and 
discussed the importance of 
nonviolence for their move-
ment. 

To other colleagues, King 
justified his adultery this way: 
“I’m away from home twenty-
five to twenty-seven days a month. 
F***ing’s a form of anxiety reduction.” 
King had many one-night stands but also 
grew close to one of his girlfriends in a 
relationship that became, according to 
Pulitzer Prize-winning biographer Da-
vid Garrow, “the emotional centerpiece 
of King’s life.” Still, sex with other 
women remained “a commonplace of 
King’s travels.”

In private, King could be extremely 
crude. On one FBI recording, King said 
to Abernathy in what was no doubt a 

teasing remark, “Come on over here, 
you big black motherf***er, and let 
me suck your d**k.” FBI sources told 
Taylor Branch about a surveillance tape 
of King watching a televised rerun of 
the Kennedy funeral. When he saw the 
famous moment when Jacqueline Ken-
nedy knelt with her children before her 
dead husband’s coffin, King reportedly 
sneered, “Look at her. Sucking him off 
one last time.” 

Despite his obsession with sex and his 
betrayal of his own wife and children, 
and despite Christianity’s call for fidel-
ity, King continued to claim the moral 
authority of a Baptist minister.

Whites 

King stated that the “vast major-
ity of white Americans are racist” and 
that they refused to share power. His 
solution was to redistribute wealth and 
power through reparations for slavery 
and racial quotas: 

“No amount of gold could provide 
an adequate compensation for the ex-

ploitation and humiliation of the Negro 
in America down through the centuries. 
Not all the wealth of this affluent society 
could meet the bill. Yet a price can be 
placed on unpaid wages. . . . The pay-
ment should be in the form of a massive 
program by the government of special, 
compensatory measures which could 
be regarded as a settlement.” Contin-
ued King, “Moral justification for such 
measures for Negroes is rooted in the 
robberies inherent in the institution of 
slavery.” He named his plan the Bill 
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Georgia Powers, one of King’s lovers.

King with his best friend, Ralph Abernathy.
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