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Is Papa Brezhnev in Heaven?
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V. S.
PRITCHETT

on

The Folio
Society

A year or two ago I overheard a biblio-
phile mutter ‘Reader’ with disappoint-
ment as he sniffed along my chaotic
bookshelves. Of course! Not only a
reader, but a re-reader, for a writer's books
are the tools of his trade. Most of my
books are serviceable: there is the occa-
sional gleam of an elegant production,
but there is a lot of the reach-me-down
bought out of my wages when I was
young, and some - like my French and
Spanish, though not my Russian — are
getting tatty and my eyesight is not up to
the grey print of modern replacements.
The sharp decline in so much of our
present printing and our binding seems
to me one more sign of the decline in the
honour in which a literary culture was
once held. It is because The Folio Soci-
ety restores this honour to literature and
its authors that I am more than eager to
speak for them.

Drawing by auentin Blake from Scoop

When I think of getting a new copy of
a book that has been pinched from my
shelves — Lermontov's A Hero of Our
Time or Helen Waddell's The Wandering
Scholars for example - I know now
where to look for a distinctive edition
worthy of the author and of my trade. I
am no bibliophile. I do not chase first
editions. I want to do the authors honour
because they have lasted, whether they
are major, minor or eccentric figures. All
are links in the chain: no minor writers,
no major writers. We learn from one
another at random.

My stolen Lermontov, that marvellous
Russian short story, A Hero of Our Time,
seminal to the Russian and indeed
European short story, was school-
bookish. In Folio it is elegant but not
arty: like all Folio's editions it 1s intellig-
ently introduced and in this case litho-
graphs by Dodie Masterman evoke the
romantic Byronic tale. The Folio vol-
umes have revived and reconsidered the
Victorian art of illustration. My
Turgenevs were good but small and
worn. The Folio edition of his Fathers
and Sons is graceful, suited to the deli-
cate master of Russian prose, who was
above all a man of taste himself; here
again the lithographs of Janos Kass add
their comment on the manners of his
society. There is also a collection of six
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Turgenev stories. Five are certainly his
best: The Superfluous Man, Mumu, King
Lear of the Steppes, Asya, First Love.
The sixth, Turgenev’s last tale, The Song
of Triumphant Love, has irritated or
bewildered many critics, including
Richard Freeborn the present translator,
who speculates on Turgenev's elderly
experiments in the occult and Oriental.
To my ear this tale has chiefly a biog-
raphical interest: I suspect it of starting
as one of those fanciful operettas he used
to write as a doubtful compliment to the
singer Pauline Viardot who tormented
him.

There are finds. Two years ago I
needed to look at one of Trollope's short
stories, particularly Lotte Schmidt, so
well spoken of. Impossible to find a copy
outside the British Museum, but here it
is in the Folio The Two Heroines of
Plumplington, introduced by Julian
Symons. At last, too, I can get Bewick’s
My Life: there is an incurable amateur
naturalist in English readers, but I want
it for the exquisite engravings. And then
there are books one ought to have known
and which I know now I shall never read
but which some younger maniac might
jump at. One tantalises me with the
memory of an irrecoverable impulse. 1
was mad about the Fall of Granada when
I was thirteen. I even wrote 150 pages of
a novel on the subject at that time. Why
didn’t I know of Diego Hurtado de Men-
doza's eyewitness report The War in
Granada? How sad.

But Folio does strike a balance be-
tween the old and the new, the solid and
the esoteric. Classics like Pickwick Pap-
ers and Our Mutual Friend need to look
new to the taste of later generations; and
the great English gift for comedy and
satire has its moderns like Stella Gib-
bons wicked fun with the rustic novels
of the T.F. Powys period, Cold Comfort
Farm. Like Waugh's Scoop and Black
Mischief, Huxley's Brave New World,
Isherwood’s Goodbye to Berlin, they
deserve their commemoration. In the
Twenties, privately-printed editions
played an important part in drawing
attention to new writing and the estab-
lished. Folio does this for us now.

Your passport to
an unforgettable

The coupon below will bring you a copy
of the elegant Presentation Volume for
Folio members: The Sun King and his
Loves, together with the full 32-page
Folio Prospectus for 1983.

If you pick as few as four books from
the 120 beautifully made (and modestly
priced) titles described, and send us your
order, The Sun King and his Loves
remains yours absolutely free.

Specially commissioned by the Soci-
ety from Lucy Norton (translator of the
Saint-Simon Memoirs), this glittering
portrait illuminates what Voltaire called
‘an unforgettable .age’ . .. through the
character of Louis XIV of France, the
absolute monarch whose relentless pur-
suit of glory bequeathed to his heirs Ver-
sailles — the grandest palace in Europe —
and the seeds of the bloodiest revolution
in history.

BEAUTIFUL BOOKS FROM

THE FOLIO SOCIETY

The Folio Society is a unique inter-
national society of book lovers. Based
in London, England, it sells its books
to every country in the world. And sends
them free of all shipping charges!

Folio Books are based on ideals of
quality, not quantity. They are individu-
ally designed, strikingly illustrated, care-
fully produced: set, mainly, in hot metal,
printed on special makings of paper, and
properly bound in the wraditional way.

Folio Books Ltd,
c/o Expediters of the Printed Word Latd,
527 Madison Avenue (Suite 1217),

% THE SUN KING AND HIS LOVES -8

(Please print all information below.)

The Sun King &

his Loves

by Lucy Norton.
Normal price: $16.75 —
FREE to members.

age...

The Folio choices give you a wide
selection (over 120) of books of perma-
nent, not passing interest. Major and
minor classics from literature and his-
tory: the well loved and the half forgot-
ten. Books worth reading and re-reading.
Editions that often go up in value as the
years go by.

Folio methods mean you choose. You
order four books only once a year in
advance from over 120 listed in the fully
descriptive 32-page prospectus. No
monthly cycle of publicity to respond to:
and so no parcels you didn't mean to
order.

Find out more ... To try this small
and beautiful system, simply mail us the
coupon below. It commits you to nothing
more than sight of our full list, plus The
Sun King and his Loves, which is yours
to keep if you decide 1o join.

Louis XIV
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New York, NY 10022,

To: The Membership Secretary. 1 am interested
in joining The Folio Society, and would like to
see your Presentation Volume of The Sun King &
his Loves by Lucy Norton, together with the 1983
Prospectus. 1 will send my order for a minimum
of four books promptly, thus taking up member-
ship on the terms described, or else send back the
Presentation Volume. As a member, I understand
I can return any book if not satisfied.

Signed
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