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Piotr Brozyna and Mark Lilla 

DISMANTLING SOCIALISM IN ONE COUNTRY (11) 
Now that the Poles are free to be capitalists, their government must play the leading role in creating conditions 

that will allow business and trade to flourish on a Western scale. Without strong public institutions, 
Polish capitalism won’t have a chance. 

n our previous article on the present I Polish situation (see February TAS) 
we reviewed the postwar intellectual 
transformation of Polish economic 
opinion from an anti-capitalist consen- 
sus of Catholics and Communists to a 
new, if somewhat resigned, agreement 
on the principles of free-market liber- 
alism. It is our impression that no rival 
economic theory now challenges that 
new consensus, and that whatever po- 
litical arrangements or compromises 
the Poles make in the near future-on 
taxes, subsidies, the welfare state- 
there is little doubt that they are all 
capitalists now. As more than one so- 
cial democrat has remarked over the 
past few years, even those Poles who 
dream of a Swedish-style welfare state 
now recognize that Sweden is a capi- 
talist country, not a socialist one. 

Since we wrote that article, the first 
phase of the economic “shock” plan 
drawn up by Harvard professor Jeffrey 
Sachs has begun under the watchful eye 
of Finance Minister Leszek Balcer- 
owicz. It has been . . . well, something 
of a shock. Previously controlled prices 
now float with the market and the zlo- 
ty, creating a revolution in relative 
prices that will take some time to sta- 
bilize. Prices of natural gas and elec- 
tricity, always kept artificially low and 
now only partially decontrolled, have 
quadrupled in a month; gasoline and 
insurance are now so expensive that 
more than 10,000 automobile owners 
have turned in their license plates; lines 
for previously rationed items have 
shrunken drastically since few can af- 
ford what they once waited hours to 
buy. But on the supply side there is also 
movement. Farmers have begun carting 
their own produce to nearby towns and 
have been selling it on the streets, 
undercutting the arthritic state stores, 
and there is an unprecedented variety 
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of meat and poultry now available for 
those who can pay. More important 
still, the hyper-inflation that once 
reached 1,000 percent has already 
slowed to 70 percent in January and was 
predicted to fall even further to nearly 
six percent in February as the debt-in- 
flated Polish economy grinds to a halt. 

Yet despite these unsettling changes 
to a once predictably deteriorating way 
of life, the Poles seem to have found 
new reserves of “solidarity” to manage 
them. Representatives of some peasant 
and workers organizations have com- 
plained that their members bear an un- 
fair burden during this transition, and 
one farmer even chained himself to the 
gates of parliament recently in a ges- 
ture of protest. But by and large the 
Poles seem to accept the necessity of 
suffering through these additional 
hardships. There is no way of predict- 
ing whether this willingness can persist, 
especially since the inevitable layoffs 

and plant-closings will not begin for a 
few months. Poles are used to making 
do without meat or gasoline, but they 
have never before faced the unsettling 
prospect of losing protected jobs and 
supporting families during long peri- 
ods of unemployment. The govern- 
ment’s nightmare is that, as the layoffs 
begin, disgruntled unemployed workers 
will join with frightened small farmers 
to form a parliamentary coalition to 
block the necessary “shock” reforms. 
Such a reaction could only work to the 
advantage of ambitious demagogues 
on the Catholic-agrarian right and the 
nomenklatura robber barons of the 
Communist (now “Social Democracy”) 
party, both eagerly awaiting the Mazo- 
wiecki government’s collapse. 

However serious this threat may be, 
it is a short-term one: in the next twelve 
months we will know whether the 
“shock” was too large to be handled. 
Thereafter the Poles will enter the 

medium term, where the challenges will 
be of an entirely different sort and 
equally formidable. As we noted briefly 
in our previous article, the medium 
term will be dominated less by purely 
economic and political reforms than by 
institutional ones. The Western press 
has been virtually silent about these in- 
stitutional reforms and seems not to 
understand why Poland‘s economic fu- 
ture will depend on them. The day-to- 
day crises are interesting and distract- 
ing enough, to be sure. But Western 
observers also seem to be under the 
libertarian illusion that a free market 
will grow up naturally in Poland so 
long as there is no active government 
or union interference in the economy. 

his is simply not true in Poland- T or anywhere, for that matter. 
Every advanced capitalist economy in 
the world depends on the support of 
strong public institutions that capital- 
ism by itself does not create. Businesses 
need ample public utilities, postal serv- 
ices that function, unbribable customs 
officials, honest tax collectors, univer- 
sity-trained professionals, and so on. 
Westerners take these institutions for 
granted because their governments are 
stable and their political customs deep- 
ly rooted, and they are often shocked 
to discover countries where these as- 
sumptions cannot be made Thus, 
when Western firms abandon underde- 
veloped nations because “things don’t 
work there,” they do not usually mean 
that laws of economics fail to operate 
in tropical climes. What they really 
mean is that the necessary public insti- 
tutions that support economic activi- 
ty are nonexistent, dysfunctional, or 
hopelessly corrupt. 

Poland is not an underdeveloped 
country. It is, as one journalist joked, 
a “formerly developed’’ nation. There 
is an important truth buried in this 
quip: because Polish Communism 
blocked the restoration of free political 
and economic institutions that once ex- 
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isted before the war, its own sclerotic 
institutions now occupy the field. This 
difference is decisive. In underdevel- 
oped nations there are no public works; 
in Poland they have been provided by 
large incompetent staffs hired with par- 
ty patronage. In underdeveloped na- 
tions the tax and regulatory systems are 
never stable; in Poland there has been 
a paralyzingly stable system of sup- 
ported monopolies controlled by a cen- 
tral planning office. In underdeveloped 
countries there is no legal system for 
settling private disputes; in Poland 
there has been an enormous one filled 
with lawyers and judges whose job un- 
til now had been to follow party direc- 
tives. In underdeveloped countries 
public agencies must be constructed 
from scratch; in Poland, “socialist” 
ones must first be dismantled before 
new ones can be built. 

Oddly enough, these differences 
could all work in Poland’s favor. No 
one knows how to build public institu- 
tions de novo in underdeveloped na- 
tions, but the Poles at least have them, 
if only in their perverse forms. The 
trick will be to transform or replace 
them without threatening the existing 
economic tissue or the social consen- 
sus underlying the reforms now under 
way. This is the real challenge facing 
the Mazowiecki government in the me- 
dium term, and it deserves the atten- 
tion of all those in the West whose in- 
terest in Poland extends beyond the 
present crisis. To illustrate this point we 
have chosen to review three areas where 
institutional reform will be most 
urgent. Each demonstrates how heavi- 
ly Poland’s long-term economic health 
will also depend on public initiative. 

Public Infrastructure 
First-time visitors to Warsaw Pact cities 
are always surprised to see traces of the 
Second World War that have long since 
disappeared from the rest of Europe. 
Bullet-riddled walls and rubble-strewn 
lots are not uncommon. Yet these scars 
on the urban landscape are only super- 
ficial signs of a more dramatic under- 
investment in public infrastructure by 
these Communist regimes over the past 
forty years. Poverty-the imposed pov- 
erty of a centralized economy-helps 
to explain the absence of modern tech- 
nological wonders, but not of the most 
basic services such as clean running 
water, working telephones, and a regu- 
lar electrical current. The fact is that 
these ‘‘socialist’’ regimes felt no need 
to provide such services to their voice- 
less masses, and chose instead to waste 
resources on heavy-industrialization 
projects that never became profitable. 
As a consequence, water is’ nonpotable 
in most cities and must be boiled be- 
fore use, and electrical currents fluc- 
tuate so wildly that one hears of high- 
tech computers bought with precious 

foreign currency now lying unused in 
government offices because they keep 
short-circuiting. 

In Poland the most debilitating de- 
terioration has taken place in the tele- 
communications system. There is fewer 
than one telephone for every ten indi- 
viduals in the country, and the number 
of receivers would have to be quintu- 
pled if Poland were simply to reach the 
European average. We have learned 
(through frustrating experience in writ- 
ing this article) that there are only 1,500 
international lines in and out of Po- 
land, rendering communication with 
the United States or the rest of Europe 
simply impossible for much of the day. 
Domestic service is not much better, 
and callers must dial and redial 
repeatedly just to reach the other side 

not yet fully open, and given that few 
foreign businessmen speak Polish, the 
government will have to act as inter- 
mediary between foreign capital and 
local markets. Every indicator is that 
few individuals in the Polish govern- 
ment know how to play that role today, 
and we have already heard complaints 
from businessmen that “there is no one 
to talk to there.” Neither in Warsaw 
nor in foreign embassies are there truly 
professional business liaisons; appoint- 
ments are made and not kept, rules on 
bidding are unclear or suspicious, and 
no one wants to take responsibility. The 
“soft” infrastructure needed to allow 
for a free flow of economic informa- 
tion simply does not exist. 

Another sector where this “training 
gap” could prove decisive is banking. 

same investments in material and 
education. 

Public Administration 
As the example of banking indicates, 
the heavy centralization of the econo- 
my inherited by the Mazowiecki gov- 
ernment means that many manage- 
ment problems eventually to be in- 
herited by private business must,first 
be confronted by governmental agen- 
cies that will dominate the scene in the 
medium term. Public administration 
now, business administration later: that 
is the order of priorities. But even in 
the long term Poland will need an able, 
well-trained professional civil service to 
build its public infrastructure and to 
provide standard services. Such a cadre 
will not be easy to establish. 

The largest stumbling block, of 
course, is the cadre that already exists. 
Solidarity and the new government de- Western observers seem to be under the 

libertarian illusion that a free market will grow tided quite Soon after coming to power 
that there would be no purges, no “de- 
commification” that might hand the up naturally in Poland so long as there is no 

active government or union interference in the ex-communist party a Of 

resentful. disinherited Dublic workers. 
economy. Even if Solidarity learned to distrust 

the myth that “Poles will not fire upon 

of town. American telephone experts 
have estimated that an investment of 
$15 billion would be required to bring 
Polish communications up to Euro- 
pean standards-clearly an impossibili- 
ty in the near future. But even to render 
the system reliable enough to guarantee 
the transmission of electronic data 
would require a $3 billion investment. 
The World Bank has offered to put up 
$300 million and the Polish govern- 
ment is now planning to end the gov- 
ernment’s monopoly over telecom- 
munications in the hope of attracting 
private capital. But it will be a very 
long time before a new, functional pub- 
lic “grid” necessary for private tele- 
communications can replace the pres- 
ent one. 

Besides this “hard” infrastructure 
built with steel, concrete, and copper 
wire, there also is a “soft” infrastruc- 
ture lacking in Poland today. This is 
made up of publicly trained men and 
women working in services on which 
business also depends. Poland is in 
desperate need of educated profession- 
als-accountants, statisticians, engi- 
neers-that the recently liberated 
universities will not be capable of pro- 
viding for many years to come (Count- 
less professionals trained under the 
Communist regime left Poland in the 
brain drain of the last decade or two, 
and at this stage they are unlikely to 
disrupt their lives in the West to return 
to the new Poland.) This lack of public- 
ly trained personnel has already ham- 
strung the government in its efforts to 
attract private investors. Since Poland 
is a new market, an unstable one, and 

Until recently the Polish banking 
system was dominated by the Narod- 
owy Bank Polski (NBP), which served 
both as a central bank and finance 
monopolist. Govemment agencies were 
obliged to pass all their receipts 
through it and received their loans and 
subsidies in return. Besides controlling 
the money supply like any other Euro- 
pean central bank, the NBP also made 
bureaucratic decisions about particular 
movements of capital within the econ- 
omy as a whole. 

This monopoly ended on January 1 
of this year, and soon there will be 
private banks to join the handful of 
smaller government banks that once 
controlled the accounts of individuals 
and private firms. But all these banks, 
public and private, will suffer the ef- 
fects of previous bureaucratic central- 
ization for some time. The NBP, for ex- 
ample, is still staffed by the same in- 
competent bureaucrats who have little 
or no training in economics, finance, 
or even accounting. (An American 
economist we spoke to recently re- 
ported that a long conversation with 
NBP officials convinced him that they 
simply did not understand the econom- 
ic concept of “money.”) Private banks 
will also have difficulty finding suffi- 
ciently trained personnel to offer stan- 
dard banking services. Moreover, many 
of the basic tools of modern banking 
simply do not exist in Poland today- 
telephones, computers, even zloty 
counting-machines. Private training 
and investment will slowly fill some of 
these gaps, but at some point the 
government itself must make these 

Poles,” they think it more prudent now 
to let it be said that “Poles will not fire 
Poles.” Theirs was, after all, a 
bloodless revolution meant to restore 
national unity. And from a perfectly 
practical viewpoint Solidarity knows 
that it still needs people to man the 
governmental machinery. 

The nomenklatura problem has two 
faces, national and local. At the na- 
tional level, the problem is less severe. 
Many of the offensive members of the 
high nomenklatura have already left 
their jobs to join General Jaruzelski’s 
presidential staff, and others are using 
their advantageous economic and so- 
cial positions to start businesses or buy 
up cheap land. But at the local level 
there exist mafia-like connections be- 
tween ex-party officials, monopoly 
managers, the police, and nomenkla- 
tura businessmen, and this knot will 
only be untied by legal force. This too 
will take time. A law must be passed 
on returning Communist party proper- 
ty to the state (as is already under way 
in Hungary) and strict rules must be 
established to regulate the privatization 
of public enterprises to ensure that 
these mafiosi do not end up running 
the local economies. Wild stories of 
profiteering and illegal “privatization” 
are already circulating throughout Po- 
land. 

Below this leadership level the prob- 
lem is somewhat different. Deep in the 
bowels of state bureaucracies we find 
functionaries who are, for the most 
part, simply scared and incompetent 
clock-punchers. Reforming this large 
non-workforce will be an extremely 
long and delicate procedure. The gov- 
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ernment has less to fear from active re- 
sistance to its policies than from the 
lassitude of Communist administrative 
habit. Eventually Poland will need to 
train its civil servants in the skills and 
ethos of administration, and .some 
funds for bureaucrats’ “retooling” have 
already been set aside. But before the 
civil service can be completely rebuilt, 
a new legal and constitutional frame- 
work must be put into place. At the end 
of last December the Polish parliament 
changed the basic contours of the con- 
stitution: references to the “leading role 
of the Communist party” were deleted, 
as were professions of friendship to the 
Soviet Union, and the liberty to own 
property and organize politically are 
now guaranteed. The country is no 
longer called the Polish People’s 
Republic, but the Republic of Poland, 
and the official Polish eagle again 
wears a crown. But before the end of 
1990 an entirely new constitution will 
be drafted and voted upon (probably 
in a referendum). A special parliamen- 
tary committee is already at work 
drawing up possible blueprints. This 
new constitution will redefine the sepa- 
ration of powers among the various 
governmental branches at the national 
and local level, as well as the relative 
powers of national and local institu- 
tions overall. Only when this constitu- 
tion is in place will a definitive reform 
of the civil service be possible, and with 
it the highly politicized legal system. 

Public Monopolies 
Officially, Polish government policy is 
that economic planning has been abol- 
ished and that most public monopolies 
will be dissolved shortly. But in reality 
the government will be forced to con- 
tinue planning because the system of 
monopolies it has inherited cannot be 
sold off or dissolved overnight. It has 
already learned that there are few 
“guardian angels” like Barbara Pia- 
secka Johnson ready to buy up unprof- 
itable factories and shipyards in the 
hope of turning them around. (In fact, 
at this writing the widow Johnson has 
evidently changed her mind about sav- 
ing the former Lenin Shipyard.) Until 
those enterprises are sold or dismantled, 
the Polish government will have to run 
them: making production decisions, 
hiring and firing, and perhaps even 
selling their goods. 

This is a daunting task even under 
ideal conditions. As every economist 
knows, it is almost impossible to make 
pricing and investment decisions in the 
Alice-in-Wonderland world of com- 
mand economies, and there is a serious 
risk that bad decisions within the 
monopolies could cause serious distor- 
tions in other sectors. The new mana- 
gers of these monopolies will share the 
additional burden of having to work 
within severe political constraints; they 

must try to minimize unemployment, 
encourage competition, and ensure that 
the nomenklatura does not exploit its 
advantages. In short, they are being 
asked to eliminate jobs and to save 
them, to run factories and to dissolve 
them, and to sell off hardware without 
enriching a previously favored class. All 
this is to be accomplished by people 
with very little economic training and 
certainly no real business experience. 

Some of the larger industrial and 
natural-resource monopolies may prove 

changes in store. Polish farms are ex- 
tremely small, most lack electricity and 
running water, and there has been lit- 
tle investment in agricultural machin- 
ery. It is inevitable that farms will be 
consolidated in the future, and this is 
what the peasants fear most. During 
this period of transition the govern- 
ment is going to have to gain the con- 
fidence of the peasant population by 
taking other measures to stabilize the 
agricultural markets. There is already 
talk of American-style price support 

American telephone experts have estimated that 
an investment of $15 billion would be required 
to bring Polish communications up to 
European standards. 

rather simple to dissolve quickly 
(though the recent violent debates over 
the administration of coal mining show 
that dissolution will never be without 
struggle). But others are so firmly 
rooted in daily Polish economic life 
that it could take months or years to 
loosen their grip on commerce and 
allow competitors to be born. The most 
visible example of such a monopoly to- 
day is the system of agricultural “coop- 
eratives.” In Western countries coopera- 
tives earn their name: they are (or origi- 
nated as) truly joint ventures of farm- 
ers who needed to store, wholesale, and 
process their products, or wanted to 
reduce the cost of agricultural machin- 
ery, fertilizers, seeds, and so forth. In 
Poland, however, the “cooperatives” 
were actually run by the government 
with little input from the “members” 
themselves. The “cooperative” directors 
simply played their part in the eco- 
nomic planning game, setting unreal 
retail prices for the consumer and pay- 
ing farmers with a phantom zloty. 

But when agricultural prices were de- 
controlled by the Mazowiecki govern- 
ment last year, the “cooperatives” pro- 
claimed their legal independence and 
continued their work, acting as the 
dominant agricultural wholesaler in the 
Polish economy. The results were pre- 
dictable. Unable or unwilling to let the 
price mechanism function, the “coop- 
eratives” raised retail prices to unheard 
of levels while reducing payments to 
farmers as much as possible-a perfect 
monopoly/monopsony strategy. While 
the “cooperative” coffers filled, the 
farmers had no incentive to produce, 
and stocks of already expensive prod- 
ucts were declining in the stores. 

Parliament finally managed to scale 
back the powers of the “cooperatives” 
early this year, though not until after 
a serious struggle with the coopera- 
tives’ administrators. And the farmers 
themselves are very frightened of the 

and subsidy programs, all of which 
would have to be run by the govern- 
ment. In short, more planning. Until 
a truly competitive system of wholesal- 
ing or cooperatives grows up, the gov- 
ernment will be forced to help manage 
the agricultural economy. 

ur point in presenting these ex- 0 amples is not to suggest that there 
are insurmountable barriers to building 
capitalism in Poland. It is simply to re- 
mind Western observers that Polish so- 
cialism must first be dismantled and 
that, in the medium term at least, the 
government will be responsible for es- 
tablishing the preconditions for a 
flourishing market economy. That 
economy will never “take off’  without 
the provision of public infrastructure, 

the founding of an independent public 
administration, and sound manage- 
ment of the remaining public monop- 
olies so as to minimize market dis- 
tortions. 

We also mean to suggest that West- 
erners truly interested in Poland’s long- 
term economic health might want to 
consider how they might assist during 
this transitional period. The French 
government, for example, always eager 
to export Gallic dirigisme around the 
globe, has just initiated a series of in- 
ternships for local Polish politicians, 
who will spend time in French towns 
this year learning how government 
ought to work. There is even discussion 
of establishing such internships for 
bureaucrats as well. Americans, per- 
haps convinced that economies are 
governed best when governed least, 
seem prepared to invest and to give 
economic advice when needed, but 
with the exception of the impressive 
work done by the National Forum 
Foundation and, on a smaller scale, the 
USIA and the Congressional Quarter- 
ly, we are unaware of any similar in- 
tergovernmental or interbureaucratic 
contacts with Poland. This is unfor- 
tunate, since the Poles will soon be 
making important decisions about 
their public institutions on the basis of 
very little experience-experience the 
United States and other Western demo- 
cracies might share with them. If 
Americans are rightly proud of their 
economic success and wish to share its 
secrets, one wonders why they are reti- 
cent about discussing their system of 
government and habits of public ad- 
ministration, from which the new re- 
publics of Central Europe might still 
have something to learn. 0 
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EICKEL 
BICKFORD 
BICKLEV 
BICKNELL 
EIDDLE 
BIDWELL 
BIGELOW 
BIGGENS) 

BILLINGSLEY 
BILLINGTON 

BINGHAM 
BlNNS 
BIRCH 
BIRD 
BIRDSALL 
BIRDSELL 
BISEEE 
BISHOP 
EISSELL 
BIXBY 
BLACK 
ELACKBURNIO 
BLACKMAN 
ELACKMORE 
BLACKSTONE 
BLACKWELL 
BLACKWOOD 

BLAIR 
BLAKE 

BLAKESLEY 
BLAKEY 
BLANCHARD 
BLANCK 
ELAN0 
BLANEY 
BLANKENSHIP 
BLAN S 

BLENKINSOP 
BLEW 
BLlGH 
BLINN 
BLISS 
BLODGETT 

!K% 
!:!;LabEy 

I K 8 ) Y  

;If%SS 

! W S  

:Ex) 

IE%d$?y 

LAN% 
*I(LEoSOE 

BLOOD 
BLOSSOM 
B OUNT 
B Y 2  

B o k  

:XL2%Js 

BO RMAN 

BOGART 
BOGERT 
BOGGS 
BOGUE 
BOLAND 
BOLDEN 
BOLLING 
BOLTON 
BOND 
BONHAM 
EONNELL 
BONNER 

IXCILK 
IXKI 
BOSTWICK 
BOSELL 
BOSWORTH 
EOTT(S) 
BOUCHER 
BOU GH)TON 

BOWEN 
BOWER(S) 

EOWKER 
EOWLEY 

EOUkN(Q 

!K:P 

EOWKER 
BOWLBY 
BOWLER 
BO W L E S  

BOWMAN 
Bol rL iNG 

BOYD 
BOYDEN( 
BOVES 
ZOJ;$TON 

BOYNTO 

ERACKETT 
BRADBURN 
ERAOEURY 
BRADFORD 
BRADLEY 
BRADSHAW 
BRADY 
BRAGDON 
BRAGG 
BRAHAM 
ERAINARD 
BRAINERO 
BRAME 
BRANCH 
BRAND 

!!:Emo 

BRANNON 
BRASHEARIS) 
BRATTON 
BRAY 
ERECKENRIDGE 
EREECE 
BREED 
BREEN 
EREESE 
BREEZE 
BRENNAN 
BRENT 
BRENTON 
BRm 
BREWER 
BREWSTER 
BRIAN 
BRICE 

BRIDGE 
ERlDG MAN 

BRIGGS 
ERIGHMAN 
BRIGHT 
BRlN C)KERHOFF 

BRINTON 
BRISCOE 
BRISTOL 
BRITT 
BRlTTAlN 
BRITTEN 
BRITTON 
BROCK 
BROCKETT 
BRODIE 
BRODV 
BROMFIELO 
ERONSON 
BROOKE 
BROOKS 
BROUGH 
BROUGHTON 

B R i D G R  

B R i N l  

o!kx$; 
BROWNING 
BROWNLEE 
BROWNLEV 
BROWNSON 
BROYLES 
BRUCE 
BRUEN 
BRUMBAUGH 

BRUSH 
BRYAN 
BRYANT 
BRYCE 
BRYER 
EUCHANAN 
BUCHER 

I!E:iNGHAM 
BUCKLAND 
BUCKLEY 
BUCKMAN 
BUCKNAM 
BUCKNER 
BUOOlO 

BULK(E)LEY 
BULL 
BULLARD 
BULLEN 
BULLOCH 
BULLOCK 
BULMAN 
BUNCE 
BUNDE 
BUNDY 
BUNKER 
BUNN 
BUNNELL 
BUNTIN 
BUNTON 
BURBANK 
BURCH 
BURCHARD 
bURDElT(Q 
BURFOAD 
BURGER 
BURGESS 
BURGOYNE 

I%LNdER 

;;%% 

p%JH 
BURLINGAME 
EURNETT 
EURNHAM 
BURNS 
BURR 
BURRALL 
BURRILL 
EURROUGHS 
BURROWS 
BURT BURTON 
EURWELL 
BUSBY 
BUSH 
EUSHNELL 

BUTLER 
BUTTERFIELD 

%%?hv 

%%1VSbRTH 
BUTTON 
EUTT(S) 
BUTZ 
BUXTON 

BVRD 
EYRNE 
BYRON 
CABLE 
CADE 
CADY 
CAHILL 

CALHOUN 
CALL 
C A L LA H A N 
CALLAWAV 
CALLENOER 
CALVERT 
CAMERON 
CAMPBELL 

;;zfj) 

E:%?ELL 

E::,% 
::i\"dE":: 
E:%LL 

Ei%YL 

CAPEN 

CARHART 

E:%/&ON 
CARL SLE 
CARLL 
CARLYLE 
CARMAN 
CARMICHAEL 
CARNES 
CARNEY 
CAROTHERS 
CARPENTER 
CARR 
CARRIER 
CARRINGTON 
CARROLL 
CARRUTHERS 
CARSON 
CARTER 
CARTWRIGHT 
CARUTHERS 
CARVER 
CASE 
CASEY 
CASKEY 
CASKIE 
CASS 
CASSADY 

CASTLE 
CASWELL 

CATLIN 
CAVANA(U)G H 
CAVE 
CAWLEV 
CECIL 
CHADWICK 
CHAFFEE 
CHALMERS 
CHAMBERLlAllN 
CHAMBERS 
CHAMPION 
CHAMPUA)IN 
CHANCE 
CHANDLER 
CHANEY 
CHAPIN 
CHAPLIN 
CHAPMAN 
CHAPPELL 
CHARLES 
CHARLTON 
CHASE 
CHATFIELD 
CHEATHAM 
CHEEK 
CHEEVERS) 
CHENEY CHENOWETH 

CHERRY 
CHESLEV 
CHESTER 

E:l::DVU 

E:!% 

CHEVALIER 
CHEW 
CHICHESTER 
CHICK 
CHILDERS 
CHILDRESS 

CHILTON 
CHlNN 
CHIPMAN 
CHISHOLM 
CHITTENOEN 
CHOATE 
CHRIST 
CHRISTIAN 
CHRISTIE 
CHRIS MANIN) 

CHRISTOPHER 
CHRISTY 
CHURCH 
CHURCHILL 
CHUTE 
CLAFLIN 
CLAIEORNE 
CLAPP 
CLARE 

E; 

CHRiS\ lAS 

E:W%EdN 

CLAY 
CLAYBURN 
CLAYPOOLIE) 
CLAI SON 
C L A J O N  CLEINVELAND 

CLEAVER 

CLIFF 
CLIFFORO 
CLIFT 
CLIFTON 
CLINE 
CLINTON 
CLOSE 
CLOUGH 
EXfJLE 

COAT(E)S 
COBB 
COCHRAN(€) 
COCKRELL 
COOOINGTON 
CODY 
COE 
COEN 
COFFEE 
COFFEY 
COFFIN 
COGAN 
COGGESHALL 

COKER 
CO BURN 

COLDWELL 

COLLIER 
COLLINS 
COLS(T)ON 
COLT 
COLTON 
COLVER 
COVIN 
COLWELL 
COMER 
COMPTON 
COMSTOCK 
CONANT 
CONDIT 
CONE 
CONKLIN(G) 
CONLEV 
CONN 
CONNELL 
CONNELLY 
CONNER 
CONOVER 
CONRAD CONSTANTINE 

CONWAY 
CONYERS 
COOKLF 
COOK Y 
COOLEY 
COOLIDGE 
E P r A t E S  

COPE 
COPELANO 
COPLEV 
CORBETT 
CORBIN 
CORDELL 
CORDES 

CORNELIUS 
CORNELL 
CORNISH 
CORNWALL 
CORWELL 
CORSON 
CORWIN 
COSBY 
COSGROVE 
COTE 
COTTER 
COi7ON 
COTTRELL 
COUCH 
COULTER 
COUNCIL 
COURTNEY 
COUSINS 
COVELL 
COVERT 
COWAN 
CDWDEN 
COWELL 
COWEN 
CO W L E S  
COLLEY 

E 8 8 9 X L  

COl'BY 

EWAN 

COOP&d 

E;%?; 

EXYE) 

EEI%!!E 
CRAOOOCK 
CRAFT 
CRAIG 
CRAIN 
CRAMER 
CRANE 
CARNMER 
CRAVEN 
CRAWFORD 

CRAWLEY 
CREEL 
CREIGHTON 
CRENSHAW 

CRIPPEN 
CRlST 
CRISWELL 
CRITTENDEN 
CROCKER 
CROCKETT 
CROFT 
CROMER 
CROMWELL 
CROOK(S) 
CROSBY 
CROSIER 
CROSS 
CROS SIMAN 

CROWOER 

CROWLEY 
CROWTHER 
CROXTON 
CROZIER 
CRUMP 
CRUTCHER 
CULEERTSON 
CULLEN 
CULP 
CULVER 

C R O ~ L H  

E%kEiL 

EEl3% 
@#S) 
CURRIER 
CURRY 
CURTIN 
CURTIS 
CUSHING 
CUSHMAN 
CUTHEERT 
CUTLER 
CUTTER 
CUTTING 
OABNEV 

!%&LE 

!:%IRoN 

P:W 

; g ; # H  

DALTON 

DANA 
DANE 
DANFORTH 
DANIELIS) 

DARLING 
DARLINGTON 
DARNALL 
DANELL 

DART 
DAUGHERTY 
DAVENPORT 

@#ON 

!:w 
DAWSOA 

P::C(B%N 

DAY 
DAYlON 
DALE 

DEARING 
DECKER(T) 
DEE 
DE E RING 

DEGRAFF 
DE HAVEN 
DELAFIELD 
DALAN E)Y 

DELL 
DELONG 
DEMING 
DEMPSEY 
DENHAM 
DENMAN 
DENNETT 

DENNIS 
DEN N)ISON 

OENTON 
OEPEW 
DEPUE 
DERBY 
OEVEAUX 
OEVERE(A1UX 
OEVOE 
DEW 
OEWEY 
DEWITT 
DEWOLF(E) 
DEXTER 
DIBBLE 

OICKERMAN 
OICKERSON 
DICKEY 
DICKINS 
DICKINSON 
DICKMAN 
OICKSON 
OlEHL 
OlETRlCH 
DIGG(E1S 
DIKE 
OIKEMAN 
DILL 
DILLARD 
DILLER 
OILLINGHAM 
DILLON 

DEkdREsT 

OELANb 

!E!!\% 
DEN\ 

XIE%?S 

DISEROW 
DIX 
DIXON 

;8QP 
XXXP 
OOOSON 
DOE 
DOGGETT 
DOHERN 
DOLE 

DONAHUE 
DONALD 
DONALDSON 
DONELSON 
DONNELL 
DONNELLY 
DONOHOE 
DONOHUE 
DONOVAN 
D OILAN 

DORE 
DOREMUS 
DORMAN 
DORR 
DORSETIT) 
DOTSON 
D O N  
OOUD 
DDUGHERTY 
DOUGHlY 

DOVE 
DOW 
DOWD 
DOWELL 
DOWLING 
DOWNER 

DOYLE 
, DRAKE 

DRAPER 
DRESSER 
DREW 
DREWRV 
DRINKWATER 
DRIVER 
DRUMMDND 
DRURV 
DRVDEN 
OUBOIS DUCKWORTH 

DUDLEY 
DUFF 
DUFFIELD 
DUFFY 

D % L i n t E  

lXxfk%S) 

!X;!!% 

%Jyy 
DUMAS 
DUMONT 
DUNBAR 
DUNCAN 
DUNHAM 
DUNLAP 
DUNLOP 

l;;R 
:;E% 
DURANT 
DURFEE 
DURHAM 
DURKIN 
OUSTIN 
DUTTON 

DWYER 
DYCKMAN 
DYE 
DYER 

DVRE 

EAMERS 

EAST 
EASTMAN 
EASTON 
EASTWOOD 
EATON 
EEERHAR(D)T 
EBY 
ECCLES 
ECHOLS .. 
ECKLES . 
EDDY 
EDEN 
EDES 

I%sU 

l:%y 
2FEY 
E;YBY 

E&&N 

EDMON D SON 

EDMUNDS 
EDSON 
EDWARDS 
EGGLESTON 
ELDER 
ELDRE 

ELIOT 

ELLINGTON 
ELLIOTIT) 
ELLIS 
ELLISON 
ELLSWORTH 
E WOOD 

EDMONLION 

ELDRiD?FE 

:w) 

E&!& 

::%ai 
ELWELL 
ELY 
EMBREE 

EMERY 

ENDICOTT 
ENGEL 
ENGLAND 
ENGLE E!tKiiSH 

:i:xc, 
:!!:I2 

;!$L 
ERSKINE 
ERWIN 
ESTABRODKIS) 
ESTES 
ETHERIDGE 
EUBAYK 
EUSTACE 
EUSTIS 
N A N S  
M R A R D  
N E R m  
M R H A R T  
M R r n  

FAIR 
FAIRBANKIS) 
FAIRCHILD 

KklS) 

FAIRFAX 
FAIRFIELD 
F I)RLEY 

FALES 
FANCHER 
FANNING 
FARMER 

;%%%TH 
FARNUM 
FARQUHAR 
FARR 
FARRAR 
FARRELL 
FARRINGTON 
FARIS 
FARWELL 
FAULKNER 
FAUNCE 
FAUNTLEROV 
FAWCETT 
FAY 

F ~ C O N E R  

Zf$'lRsioNE FE L 

FELLOWS 
FELT 

.F U O N  

FENNER 
FENTON 
FENWICK 
FERGUSON 
FERNALO 
FERRELL 
FERRIS 
FESSENOEN 
FIELDING 
FIELqS) 
FIFE 
FINCH 
FIN D LAY 

FISH 
FISHER 
FISK(€) 
FITCH 
F I R S  
FIR 
FITZGERALD 
FITZHUGH 
FITZPATRICK 
FLAGG 
FLANAGAN 
FLANDERS 
FLANIGAN 

- . A N *  

FiN&Y FIN V 

FLINN 
FLINT 
FLOOD 
FLOURNOV 
FLOWESS) 
FLOYD 
FLVNN 
FOLEY 
FOLGER 

FONTAINE 
FOOTE 
FORBES 
FORCE 
FORD 

FO R STER 

FORTIE) 
FOSS 
FOULKIE)(S) 
FOUNTAIN 
FOWLER 
FOWlUKES 
FOX 
FOV 
FRAME 
FRANCE 
FRANCIS 

;X&?:tN 
F O ~ ~ Y T H ( E )  

;;:%:I4 

;%Iz 

FREElAND 

z X o  
;IIEBF 

FRAZEE 

FRED EIRICK 

FREEMAN 
FREER 

FREY 
FRIEND 

FRISBV 
FROST 

FULCHER 
FULLER 
FULLERTON 
FULTON 

FYFE 
GAGE 
GAILLARO 
GAINES 
GALBRAITH 
GALBREATH 
GALE 
GAL G)HER 

& h A Y  
GALLUP 
GAMBLE 
GARBER 
GARDI NER 
GARFIiLD 
GARLAND 
GARNER 

GARRISON 
GARTH 
GARVEY 
GARVIN 
GARY 
GASKINS 
GASTON 
GATES 

GAYLORD 
GEAR 
GEARY 
GEDNEY 

::;%8T) 

g p L T  

GEE 
GEER 
GENTRY 
GEORGE 
GERARD 
GERBER 
E E W i t j D X T )  
GERRY 
GIBBON(S) 
GIBES 
GIBSON 
GlDDlNGS 
GIFFORO 
GILBERT 
GlLCHRlST 
GILE(S) 
GILL 
GlLLESPlE 

GILMORE 
GILMOUR 
GlLPlN 
GILSON 
GIRARD 
GIVEN 
GLADDEN 

GLASS 
GLASS COCK 

GLEESON 

GLYNN 
GOELE 
GOOOARO 
GOOFREY 

GOLOSEOROUGH 
GOLDSMITH 
GOOCH 
GOODALL 

GOODENOUGH 

GOODRICH 
GO10 OWlN 

GORDON 
GORE 
GORHAM 

8::Il"dG 

Ek5ta 

8X:Bk 

tX%?L 

E8XPL% 
GOO~YEAR 

G L d d N  

E ~ L Y ~ P N G  
GOVER 
GOWER 
GRACE 
GRAHAM 
GRANGER 
GRANT 
GRATTAN 
GRAVES 
GRAY 
GRAYSON 
GREAR 

GREENLEAF 
GREENLEE 
GREENOUGH 
GREENWELL 
GREENWOOD 
GREER 
GREGG 
GREGORY 
GRESHAM 
GREY 
GRIDLEY 
GRIER 

8EI:R 
K%L? 

P88:1"iOR 

GRIMES 
GRINDLE 
GRINNELL 
GRISWOLD 

GROTE 
GROUT 
GROVE 
GROVER 
GROVES 

GU NT(H)ER 
GU& 
GUILD 
GUION 
GULICK 
GUNN 
GUNNELL 
GURLEV 
GURNEY 
GUTHRIE 
GUY 
GWlNN 
GWYNN 
GVLES 
HACKER 
HACKETT 
HAOOEN 
HADDOCK 
HADLEY 
HA QGER 

HAGEMANIN) 
HAGEN 
HAGERMAN( N) 
HAGGARO 
HAGUE 
HAHN 

%&?ON 
HALE 
HALL 
HALLAM 
HALLECK 
HALLENEECK 
HALLET(T) 
HALLEY 
HALLIDAV 
HALL 0 C K 
HALLOWELL 
HALSEY 
HALSTEIA)O 

HA+,NER HAGA 

%xHJ 

HAMER 
HAMILL 
HAMILTON 
HAMLIN 

;:!@EL HAM TT 

HAMMOND 
HAMPTON 
HANCE 
HANCOCK 
HAND 
HAN D)LEY 

HANEY 
HANL 

;:!E&m 

H A A N  

HANN 

HANSON 
HARBAUGH 
HARDEN 
HAROIE 
HAR I)MAN 

HARDING 
HARDWICK(E) 
HARDY 
HARE 
HARGR H A R ~ N ~  E)AVE(S) 

HARKNESS 
HARLAN 
HARLEY 
HARLBW 
HARMAN 
HARMER 
HARMON 
HARPER 
HARRIMAN 
HARRINGTON HARRIS 

HARRISON 
HA NOLO 

HARTLEY 
HARTSHORN(€) 
HARTWELL 
HARVEY 
HARWOOO 
HASBROUCK 
HASKELL 

HASTINGS 
HATCH 
HATCHER 
HATCHETT 
HATFIELO 
HATHAWAY 
HATTON 

HAVILAND 
HAWES 

HAWLEY 
HAWORTH 
HAWTHORNE 
HAY 
HAYOEN 

HAYNES 
HAYWARD 
HAYWOOO 
HAZEN 
HA QARD 

HEADLEY 
HEALD 
H E AU€)Y 

HEARNIE) 
HEATH 
HEATON 
HEBE 
HEBERT 

HA% 

%%d# 

;%%) 

;:;t!!N 

HE& 

H L l R D  

;:;x:d? 
~:%ZkY 

E!L!AEIS) 

HELLER 
HELM 
HENDERSON 

HENDRIX 
HENKEL 
HEN N I N G 
HENRY 
HENSLEY 
HEPBURN 
HERBERT 
HERMAN 
HERNOON 
HERRICK 

%k%$ON 

HE RSHEY 

HEWETT 
HEWITT 
HEWLETT 
HEYMAN 
HEYWOOO 
HIATT 
HIEBARD 
HIBBERT 
HICKEY 
HICKMAN 
HICKOK 
HICKS 
HIGDON 
HIGGINBOTHAM 
HlGGlNS 
HIGHLAND 
H I G H  
HIGLEV 
HILDRETH 
HlLLlARO 
HILLIER 
HILLMAN 

HILTON 

;E%%N 
;E? 

3 l ? R  

HINMAN 
HINTON 
HITCH 
HITCHCOCK 
HlTE 
HOAG 
HOAGLAND 
HOAR(€) 
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HOBART 
HOBBS 
HOBSON 
HOCH 

HODGSON 
HOFF 
HOY MAN(N) 

HOGG 

%$%OK 
HOLCOMWE) 
HOLOEN 
HOLDER 
HOLLAND 
HOLLENBECK 
HOLL E)V 

HOLLIN G SHEA0 

HOLLIS 
HOLLISTER 
HOLLOWAV 
HOLLOWELL 
HOLMAN 
HOLMES 
HOLT 
HOLTON 
HOLVOKE 
HOMER 
HOOO 
HOOK 
HOOKER 
HOOPER 
HOOVER 
HOPE 
HOPKINS 
HOPPER 
HOPSON 

%X:l?S 

H o d  

HOLJOAV 

H O d d W O R T H  

E%ikEA 
%;%AEv ;:gp 
HOTCHKISS 
HOUGH 
HOUGHTON 
HOUSE 
HOUSEMANN 
HOUSER 
H(0)USTON 
HOWARD 

HOWES 
HOWLAND 
HOWLETT 

HUBBARO 
HUBBELL 
HUBER 
HUBERT 
HUCK 
HUDOLESTON 
HUDGINS 
HUDSON 
HUFF 
HUGGINS 
HUGHES 
HULL 
HUME S 

HUNOLEV 
HUNGERFORO 
HUNT 
HUNTER 
HUNTINGTON 
HUNTLEY 
HURO 
HU R)LEU(R)T 

HURST 
HUSBANO(S) 
HUSSEV 

!X%L 

;;$E) 

HuMPk&S 
HUMPRHRiA 

HuhLEv 

HUTTER 
HUTTON 
HVATT 
HVDE 
HVLAND 
IOE 
INGALUS) 
INGE 
INGERSOLL 
INGHAM 
INGLIS 
INGRA(HA)M 
INNES 
INNIS 
IRBV 
IRELANO 
IRISH 
IRVIN(Q 
IRVING 
IRWIN 
ISAAC(S) 
ISBELL 
ISHAM 
IVES 

JACKMAN 
xit 
l;EifdN 

%YJ 
;%EER 
JANLQ 
JAM I (E)SON 

JANSON 

JARMAN 
JARRETT 
JARVIS 

% # R I E S  JEFF SON 

34 N l S  
JERMAN 
JESSUP 
JETT 
JEWELL 
JEWETT 

JOHNSTON(0 
JOINER 
JOLUQV 
JONES 
JORDAN 
JOROON 
JOSLIN 
JOSLVN 
JOY 
JOYCE 
JOVNER 
JUDD 
JUOKINS 
JUDSON 
JUOV 
JULIAN 
JULIEN 
JUSTICE 

KARL 
KAVANAIUIGH 

KEARNEV 

EKF 

$33 

KEARNS LEHMAN(N) 
KEATING LEIGH 
KEATON LEIGHTON 
KEELER LEITH 

LEITNER i%)l . LELANO 
KEENAN LEMAN 

LEMLEV 
LEMMON 
LEMON KEEP 

KEHOE LENNON 
LEN N)OX KElL 

KEISER 
KEITH 
KELLER 

LEONARD 
LEROUX 
LEROY KELSEV 

KELSO LESLEY 
LESLIE 
LESTER 

KENAN LEVER 
KENOALL LEVlTT 
KENDRICK LEWIS 
KENNARD LEV 
KENNEDY LIODELL 

LIOOLE 
LIGGETT 
LIGHT KENT 

KENVON LIGHTFOOT 
KE U)GH LIGHTNER 

KERNS LINCK 
KERR LINCOLN 
KERSHAW 
KERWIN 
KETCHAM LINDSAY 
KETCHUM LINDSEY 

E%? 
LEN\ 

::;!? 
E:%% 

11:3w 
K E L  KERN :I:P 

: I X ? V  

LINE 
LING 

KlOO 
KIDDER LINT 
KlLB U)RN(Q LlPPlNCOTT 

LlPPlTT 
LISTER KILGORE 

KILHAM LITCHFIELO 
KILLAM LITTELL 
KILMER LITTLE 
KlLPATRlCK LITTLEFIELO 
KIMBALL LITTLETON 
KIMBERLY LIVINGSTON 
KIMBLE LLEWELLVN 
KINCAOE LLOVO 
KlNCAlD 
KINCHELOE %%?I 
KINDER LOCKHART 
KING LOCKWOOD 
KINGMAN LODGE 
KINGSBURY LOGAN 
KINGLSEV LOHMAN(N) 
KINGSTON LOMAS 
KINKAOE LOMAX 
KlNUAlO LOMBARD 
KINEAO LONDON 
KINNEV LONG 
KINSELLA LONGLEV 
KINSLEV LOOMIS 
KlPP LOONEY 
KIRBY LOR0 
KIRK LOTHROP 
KIRKHAM L o n  
KIRKLAND LOUDEN 
KIRKPATRICK LOUDON 
KIRKWOOO LOUNSBURV 
KIRWAN LOVE 
KISER LOVEJOV 
KITCHEN LOVELACE 
KITTLE LOVELL 
KITTREOGE LOVETT , 
KLINE LOVING 
KNAPP LOWOEN 
KNICKERBOCKER LOW 0 
KNIGHTON LOWERY 

LOWR(E V 

LOVD KNOWLTON 
KNOX LUCAS 
KOLB LUCE 
KRAMER L U C K m  

LUDDEN 
KULP LUOLAM 
KUNKEL LUDLOW 

LUDLUM 
LUDWIG 
LUKE %bQV LUKE N( S)  

LAFFERN 
LAFORGE 
LAIR0 LUMPKIN 
LAKE LUNO 
LAM E LUNOV 
LAMBERT LUNSFORO 
LAMONT LUNT 

LANCASTEA LUrZ 
U N C E  LVFORO 

LYLE61 
LYMAN 

LANOES LYNCH 
LANDIS LVNO(E) 
LANOON LVNE 
LANE LVNN(Q 
LANG LVON 
LANGOON LYONS 
LANGFORO MAAS 
LANGHAM MABEE 
LANGLEY MAElE 
LANGSTON 
LANGTRV 

LANIER 

LAPHAM 
LAPORTE 
g;$dS) 
LARUE 
LASHER 
LATHAM 

LAUOER 
LAUER 
LAUGHTON 
LAVENDER 
LAWLER 
LAWLOR 
LAWRENCE 

LAWTON 
LAWYER 
LAY 
LAYMAN 
LAYTON 
LEA 
LEACH 

LEAR MAOOOCK 
LEARNEO MAOOOX 
LEARV MADOUX 
LEATHERMAN MAOER 
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SUPER SUNDAY 

t’s one of those mornings when I I can’t stop my criminal brain from 
working. I’d like to. I’d like to just walk 
out the door and wander down the 
Champs Elysies, going cafe to cabaret. 
But the wind is roaring through the 
backyard palm fronds like a locomo- 
tive going through Central Jersey. So 
I’m wired and I have to make a list of 
all of the genius ideas I’ve had that 
night: 

A cable channel which would fo- 
ment wars in remote parts of the world 
and cover them around the clock. For 
example, it might fund the rebels in 
New Guinea and then fund the govern- 
ment, and watch them kill each other. 
Let’s face it: TV news was never as in- 
teresting as during the Vietnam war. 
Let’s go for it again. Simulation is to- 
day’s game, and we can all play. If a 
few spear-chucking natives have to die, 
well, what the heck. They’d probably 
die from boredom anyway. 

A special free marketeers’ sperm 
bank. It would collect specimens from 
the surviving Nobel laureates like 
Friedman and Stigler who have served 
the cause of laissez-faire. Then, young 
madchen from the Cat0 Institute and 
the Heritage Foundation could be in- 
seminated with the precious seed. A 
whole new generation of ideologues to 
serve Morgan, Stanley would be cre- 
ated. Maybe Morgan, Stanley would 
pay for it. 

For me to rent a storefront here in 
Malibu to dispense advice on any sub- 
ject. Like Lucy in “Peanuts,” I would 
offer advice on a variety of subjects 
that any passing surfer might want to 
talk about: good breaks, the effects of 
high real interest rates on mergers and 
acquisitions, how to find a cute girl- 
friend-anything. I might also give les- 
sons in ordering off a Chinese menu, 
which I’m pretty good at as well. 

The Richard Nixon Cafe, also here 
in Malibu. It would overlook the San- 
ta Monica Bay, and would be decorated 
only with photos and posters celebrat- 
ing Nixon. His kitchen debate with 
Khrushchev. His Checkers speech. His 
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walk on the Great Wall of China. 
There’s a lot here. On the stereo, we 
would have his greatest speeches on 
C.D.’s, and we would have Mexican 
Food Day on Thursdays, just the way 
we did back in the 1973 White House 
Mess. 

A movie about a 16-year-old boy 
who is very shy, who gets serious head 
injuries in a car crash. He’s in a coma 
for months, and then he gets out and 
starts going to rehab. His mother and 
father are too busy to drive him there 
every day. They hire a beautiful out-of- 
work actress named Scarlet to drive 
him there. In a way too moving for 
words, the two of them start to have 
feelings for each other. In a way that 
neither of them could possibly have 
foretold, they have a SAFE SEX ro- 
mance. Then she goes back to her 
multi-millionaire investment banker 
boyfriend, and he goes back to high 
school. Or maybe vice-versa. 

nough of that. I attached Trixie, E the German Short-Haired Pointer 
of my dreams, to her red leash with her 
name on it, and headed down Dume 
Drive. Past Martin Sheen’s house, I saw 
a house for sale. It was open. 

I tied Trixie’s leash to the nearest 
wrought iron fence and strolled in. 
A pleasant young woman of about 
nineteen smiled and handed me her 

real estate card. “Tristan Brando,” it 
read. 

“How old are you?” I asked. 
“Twenty,” she said. 
“And you’re agenting a million and 

a half dollar house?” 
“Right,” she said. 
She showed me around the manse. 

It was laid out as if it had been de- 
signed by an architect on angel dust. 
Tiny rooms not facing the ocean. A 
huge kitchen with no appliances. A 
tennis court whose wall blocked the 
view of the ocean. This is typical of 
Malibu, where the usual two-million 
lot has a house designed by a ten-cent 
mind. At the end of my exclusive street 
(where I rent, and do not own), a 
hideous brick house has been built with 
the perfect Malibu name of “Whale’s 
Waye” (sic). It has huge windows fac- 
ing its driveway and tiny ones facing the 
ocean. Go know. Where modern minds 
meet the eternal sea, there you find 
“Whale’s Waye.” 

Tristan Brando showed me the guest 
house next to the tennis court. “I guess 
your folks were opera buffs, huh? Like 
Trktan und Isolde?” I said. 

“Well, not really,” Tristan answered. 
“They were rock ’n’ rollers. More like 
‘Tristan Shout.’ ” 

“You’re kidding,” I said. 
“NO. That’s the name on my birth 

certificate, ‘Tristan Shout Brando.’ No 
relation to Marlon.” 

by Benjamin J.  Stein 

I promised Tristan Shout that I 
would think seriously about her house. 
Let’s see. One point four million. That 
comes out to roughly $14,000 per 
month, or about $168,000 per year. For 
a freelance crank, that sounds about 
right. 

Just as I was leaving the for-sale 
house, a gleaming red Ferrari Mondiale 
came screaming up the driveway. Out 
of it came a scary looking man in black 
leather and mirrored sunglasses. With 
him was none other than Staci, my for- 
mer assistant, now a successful com- 
mercial real estate broker. She still 
looks beautiful, even though she‘s wor- 
ried about reaching the age of twenty- 
seven. 

While her boyfriend, a sort of out 
and out bunco artist, toured the house 
with Tristan, I talked to Staci. 

“What are you working on?” she 
asked. “Still writing those long articles 
about junk bonds?” 

“Exactly,” I said. “Somehow I just 
can’t get out of my head the fact that 
these guys made billions selling worth- 
less bonds. ” 

“How is that different from the guy 
who made so much money selling the 
Pet Rock a few years ago?” Staci asked. 

“Well, it’s acknowledged up front 
that a Pet Rock isn’t really much more 
than a joke. An industrial bond is sup- 
posed to have some value somewhat 
near its cost.” 

“See, Ben, this is why you just rent 
out here and don’t own anything. Be- 
cause you insist on making everything 
so complicated,” Staci said. “Just what 
is a bond supposed to be?” 

“More than a Pet Rock,” I said. 
“Well, to you it is,” Staci answered, 

“but maybe not to Michael Milken. 
That’s why he‘s rich and you’re not.” 

There’s such a thing as being too 
smart, so I let Staci rejoin her friend 
and Tristan Brando. 

walked back to my adorable rented I house with Trixie. Here’s a valuable 
point to recall about life: I spend a lot 
of envy thinking how much better 
other people’s houses are than mine. 
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