who’d become a self-styled aesthete, sur-
rounded by the soigné set of rour Paris
who once adored him and now reviled
him for his heresy. Lord had bought the
mediocre painting as a gesture of kind-
ness, but in opposition to the artistes he
had already placed his feet firmly on the
side of the political. He looked every-
where for Maar. Finally he caught her

ames Merrill’s eminence among con-
temporary poets, ratified as it is by
an ever increasing burden of awards
and distinctions, is still enigmatic, un-
certain. Not that there is any question of

his ability or his achievements—in addi- -

tion to The Changing Light at Sandover,
the long poem of our time most likely to
last, he has written a body of extraordi-
nary lyrics of passion and experience.
Helen Vendler refers to him as one of our
“necessary poets.” Harold Bloom calls
him “indisputably a verse artist compara-
ble to Milton, Tennyson, and Pope. Surely
he will be remembered as the Mozart of
American poetry.”

Merrill, then, is a national treasure,
but of what nation? Like Henry James
and Wallace Stevens, he is the sort of
American writer who seems foreign to
many merely by virtue of his social posi-
tion and the undemocratic elegance of
his art. In fact, as he says himself, he is
“as American as lemon chiffon pie.” In
his poetry, Merrill has drawn on his per-
sonal dramas with growing candor and
conversational élan, without any sacrifice
of metrical virtuosity, making art “out of
the life lived, out of the love spent.”
Now, in a memoir written at the age of

Christopher Cahill is the editor of the
Recorder, a journal of the American
Irish Historical Society.

A DIFFERENT PERSON:
A MEMOIR

James Merrill

Alfred A. Knopf/271 pages/$25

reviewed by CHRISTOPHER CAHILL

—

eye and held out his hand, thinking she’d
let ideological bygones be bygones. “My
poor James,” she said, grasping it.
“You’re determined to turn the whole
world against you, aren’t you?” Then,
she let go and walked away, adding, “It’s
a pity.” She’s doubtless doubly mortified
now; she still lives in the Vaucluse, in
the house Picasso bought her. 3

66, he has decided to consider those dra-
mas at greater length.

He evades some of the pitfalls of
autobiography (endless childhood, the
boring accretion of accomplishments) by
concentrating on a few years in late
youth when, just out of college, he was
living in Europe, undergoing psycho-
analysis, trying to become a writer.
“Who needs the full story of any life?”
Merrill asks. “Biologists are learning
how to reconstruct the complete or-
ganism from a cluster of cells; the part
implies the whole.”

This is a canny and innovative ap-
proach to the memoir as a form. Through
the warm and concentrated attention it
pays to a few years, A Different Person
gives us not only a portrait of the artist as
a young man, but, in glimpses, the whole
of a remarkable life, from a privileged
childhood in a broken home through a
long love affair with language. In ital-
icized sections at the end of each chapter,
he looks back on his youth from the van-
tage of experience, considering it with
the necessary charity and a certain
amusement. “The proper volume for self-
assertion,” Merrill writes, “is hard to
gauge at twenty-five; if a whisper goes
ignored, try a how! of pain.”

Merrill’s circumstances were peculiar
for two reasons: money and talent. Less
unusual but more troubling was his

homosexuality, an elusive “cure” for
which he pursued through much of the
period described in this book. His father
was a founding partner of Merrill-Lynch,
and the disadvantages of privilege, diffi-
cult to complain of as they are, bothered
him greatly at the time:

The best intentioned people, knowing
whose son I was and powerless against
their own snobbery, could set me with-
ering under attentions I had done noth-
ing to merit. So I looked forward to dis-
tancing myself from all that . . . in
places where the family name cut no
ice, the firm had no branch office, and 1
might, if need be, like the Duke of
Mantua in Rigoletto, pass myself off as
a poor student.

In place of such limiting providence,
Merrill wanted to find for himself a life
which would imitate art of the high, oper-
atic variety—and which would allow him,
in turn, to create art of his own. Already a
poet of prodigious technical facility,
Merrill, before leaving for Europe, real-
ized that his poems “remained verbal arti-
facts, metered and rhymed to be sure,
shaped and polished and begemmed, but
set on the page with never a thought of
their being uttered by a living voice.”

his period in Europe was a dry
T spell for Merrill as a writer, but in

the searching and feints at self-
revelation that characterize it, there is a
foreshadowing of both the matter and the
material of much of his finest later work.
Though there is some of each, this mem-
oir does not rely on either gossip or shop
talk, tracing gracefully instead the line of
personality drawn between the social life
and the private, professional life of the
artist. Merrill’s psychoanalytic sessions in
postwar Rome with a certain Dr. Detre, an
Austrian Jew waiting for his American
visa, provides an ironic narrative frame-
work. “The war’s end,” Merrill writes,
“which found me eager for wicked, black-
ened old Europe, found him—the rest of
whose family had disappeared at
Auschwitz—among those millions dream-
ing of a passport to freedom.”

Nothing dates like an eternal truth, and
it is alarming to read about the faith
Merrill placed in the arcane Freudian
mythology of the time. In the end, though,
there is something touching and even
impressive about the discipline and depth
of the antiquated form of therapy these
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two practice together, especially when

contrasted, as it is by Merrill, with the -

flaky New Age hybrid of complaint and
self-congratulation that is its successor.

Their relationship is necessarily one-
sided, with the patient describing to the
doctor—and intermittently to the reader—
his family problems, his romantic prob-
lems, dreams only the dreamer could love.
But the solid, droll character of Dr. Detre is
a perfect foil for the quicksilver of Merrill’s
own personality. The other central fig-
ures-—parents, lovers, friends, extended
family—are given weight and dramatic
presence by their place in the inset narrative
of this extended, therapeutic conversation.
For it was not only Merrill himself who was
eager to make himself into a different per-
son. There was a strong pressure from his
mother to repress his sexuality, and a weak-
er one from his father to enter the family
business; there was the high society in
which he was raised with its not wholly
unappealing constraints. Among the many
pieces of wisdom in this book, most
impressive perhaps is Merrill’s demonstra-
tion that such pressures are most often and
most profitably not deflected but absorbed
and rewritten, so that the son, ostensibly
different in the extreme from his parents,
can find the traits of each woven almost
imperceptibly through the pattern of his life.

It is heartening and delightful to see the
artistic process neither mystified nor belit-
tled but demonstrated, made real without
fanfare or display. Among the many gems
of the book, there is a detailed description
of the mosaics at Ravenna that is not only
a masterpiece of descriptive writing but
also a lesson in how, with proper ardor and
attention, a work of art can reveal its view-
er to himself:

The profusion of motifs, their vigor by
now a reflex long past thought, gives
out a sense of peace and plenty in the
lee of history’s howling gale. It isn’t the
creeds or the crusades they tell of, but
the relative eternity of villas, interior
decoration, artisans, the centuries of
intelligence in fingers not twenty years
old. . . . For this morning hour in San
Vitale I feel like the aborigine who can
describe all the people and animals who
have traveled a road, just from whatever
grows along its edge.

Even if Merrill has spoken of prose as “a
mildly nightmarish medium,” this bur-
nished and inventive memoir shows him
as one of its contemporary masters. 3

CORRESPONDENCE
(continued from page 10)

get. Clearly the American public is in no
mood to tolerate new U.S. casualties in
the Middle East; a Somalia-like stampede
to retreat from the Golan will inevitably
ensue, leaving the Golan completely in
Syrian hands. Thus will Israel be left
without the Golan, and without American
“protection.” Is it sensible for the U.S. to
pressure Israel into making risky territori-
al concessions on the Golan in exchange
for “security guarantees” that are unlikely
to be fulfilled if the fat hits the fire?

' —Herbert Zweibon, Chairman

Americans for a Safe Israel
New York, New York
What Happened at the Top
As producer with my late brother of
Room at the Top, 1 refer to the reference
to our film in your interesting article in
your magazine dated October (John
Simon’s review of Catherine David’s
Simone Signoret, TAS, October 1993).

The paragraph on page 74 is incor-
rect. What happened was that my brother
and I had wanted to cast Vivien Leigh in
the film, but she was unavailable due to
other commitments. We happened to be
lunching with our friend, the distin-
guished director Peter Glenville, and
chatted about this problem and the diffi-
culty of obtaining a British actress of
similar importance. He suggested that we
might instead engage one of the highly
successful European actresses.

We considered several of the French
and Italian actresses who were thern so
popular, and decided to send the script to
Simone Signoret. We explained to her
that the film was to be directed by Jack
Clayton, who although he had never
before directed a feature film, had been
associated with us for some years as a
production executive, and in fact the year

before had directed a half-hour film for

us called The Bespoke Overcoat, which
had won an Oscar in its category as well
as other major awards at film festivals.
Simone telephoned us to say that she
liked the script very much and would be
interested to do the film, but would first
like to meet the director and us. The
meeting went extremely well, and the
result was the film which was highly
successful and won international acclaim
including two Oscars, one for Simone
Signoret and one for the screenwriter,

Neil Paterson, as well as nominations for
Best Picture, Best Director, Best Actor,
and Best Supporting Actress.

So the quotation from the book,
which I haven’t seen, was correct and the
review was erroneous in this respect.

—Sir John Woolf
London, UK

We’ve Met the Enemy
Just finished reading P.J. O’Rourke’s
“Collective Guilt”; otherwise known as
the fifth annual New Enemies List (TAS,
November 1993). Since the reading(s)
were during lunch, I must confess to a
dessert of double-strength Maalox. It
would seem reformed Communists and
all their red-shirttailed socialist cousins
have yet another shot at creating a utopi-
an society. . . .. —Tom Steele
Fountain Valley, California

I absolutely loved “Collective Guilt” by .
P.J. O’Rourke—a timely piece. I would
suggest, however, the title is in error. It
should have been titled “Collective Rage.”
We the people are enraged by the
Clintonites and their extreme arrogance
toward the citizens of this once-great
nation. I for one appreciated the opportuni-
ty to share in the rage of “Collective Guilt”
and all the while having a good laugh!
Thanks again! —Philip Rusin
Napa, California

P.J. O’Rourke’s roast of “The Worst

Enemies Ever” was delightful. After

reading it thrice, I sent in my renewal for

1,000 years and a gift for one son for 6
months, his attention span. . . .

—Lome E. O’Brien

Palos Verdes Estates, California

I am a conservative Republican. Last
year, in an attempt to locate a publication
that publishes thoughtful conservative
responses to current events, 1 purchased
subscriptions from The American
Spectator, the Conservative Chronicle,
and National Review.

All of these periodicals have their
strong points, but I decided that my reading
time and my budget would only allow me
to renew two of the subscriptions this year.
I was in a quandary over which two to
choose, until I received my November
1993 issue of The American Spectator. P.].
O’Rourke’s article settled the matter.
Though I wish you and your organization

(continued on page 70)
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I HELP WANTED I

The American Spectator. Advertising Account
Executive. The sales team of one of America’s
fastest growing magazines seeks a highly motivated
professional with a proven frack record in advertising
sales. Qualified individual must possess effective
* communication skills combined with an ability to
convey the benefits of advertising in The American
Spectator to potential advertisers. Four years
experience in ad sales required. Send resumé to:
The American Spectator, Atin: Catherine Campbell,
2020 N. 14th St., Suite 750, Arlington, VA 22201.

R EDUCATION/INSTRUCTION IS

UNIVERSITY DEGREES Without Classes!
Accredited Bachelor's, Master’s, Doctorates, Free
Revealing Facts. Thorson-AS, Box 470886, Tulsa,
OK 74147.

r—-----------.------------
Audio-cassette/book courses in \
French, German, Spanish, Le?rn
1 Arabic, Hebrew, Chinese, a fOl‘elgﬂ l
Greek, Japanese.and  janguage on '
78 others. Comprehensive. our own

Used by U.S. State Dept. Call y

or write for free catalog: Our 22nd year. :

\DBRIG-EODUM" -662-
avDig-FarRum® ;800,562:5180
THE LANGUAGE AOURCE Guilford, CT05437

M REAL ESTATE NN

COLORADO LIFE UNSPOILED COUNTRY, Big
mountain views, wild flowers, large pines, power
and phone, fishing, hiking, hunting, 35 acres for
$35,000. Call Ed at LPI 1-800-495-2526.

NN BOOKS IR

PEACE IN ISRAEL—PRELUDE TO ARMA-
GEDDON. Read CREATION AND CULMINATION.
Hard-cover. Reduced price $7.20. D&S Distributors,
P.O. Box 296, Chester, NY 07930.

“THE NEW AGE MOVEMENT AND THE
ILLUMINATI . . . .” Book explains the dangers of
the New Age Movement and New World Order.
Send $12.95 Money Order to: W.S. Distributors
Inc., P.O. Box 1201, Wyandanch, NY 11798.

SEE, | TOLD YOU SO! Limbaugh's latest and other
bestsellers at 20% off. Prompt delivery guaranteed.
For FREE information and price list: Grandpa T's
Books, 2793 University, Suite 150, Dept. 200
Auburn Hills, M1 48326 (313)852-0884.

-------_-—1

America s biggest selection of
Bargain
I

l FREE CATALOG offers thousands of
I publishers’ overstocks, remainders, im-

ports and reprints. SAVE UP TO 80% on
| yesterday's best sellers to titles you never

%new existed. Over 40 subject areas:
l Politics, History, Biography, Philosophy,
|

Literature, Travel and more, starting as
low as $1.95. Write:

HAMILTON
03, Falls Village, CT 06031

L_

L Boxise

B BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES I

BIGGEST WAVE IN AMERICAN BUSINESS
HISTORY! RECORDING: 800-473-7566.

S PUBLICATIONS IR

ASTHMA SUFFERERS: Get Relief NOW! Free
24hr. message. (412) 734-5294.

BUBBA'S JOURNAL — Conservative newsletter of
thought/humor. $8/8 issues. 9214 Ridgefield
Circle, Frederick, MD 21701.

SLICK WILLIE WIRE — Newsletter featuring
Clinton clinkers and critiques. For sample, call 1-
800-45-SLICK.

“DEBT, CRIME, IDIOTS in government, and THE
REMEDY.” SASE. “Statesmanship” 1235 Newport,
17545. 717-665-3157.

“The Plain and
Simple TRUTH”

is a monthly newsletter
dedicated to the preservation
and promotion of politically
““incorrect’’ speech

12 Monthly Issues OII/V L2495

Direct Response
4314 W. Main
Decatur, II. 62522

Your Satisfaction
GUARANTEED

Visa/MC 1-(800) 373 9954

I MISCELLANEOUS I

FAX ON TAX CREDITS. Slash taxes $9,000/yr.
IRS Approved (Sec. 42). 903-534-9652.

“PROTEST GOVERNMENT CONTROLLED
HEALTHCARE" “1-800-5-RESIST"

BEAT CLINTON'S TAX RAP. Tax saving
strategies — highlights of tax changes. $3 each or
$5 for both. P.O. Box 149, Rockland, MA 02370.

CAN’T RECORD ALL OF YOUR FAVORITE
RADIO TALK SHOW? Let my plug-in interface
adaptor and instructions show you how to record
up to 6 hours on a single tape. Connect most
personal radios to most VCRs. Guranteed. Send
$6.95 plus $3.00 for 1st class handling and
postage to Anderson’s, POB 411, Keyport, WA
98345-0411.

EEEEE ORGANIZATIONS ING—_—

DEFEAT RADICAL FEMINISM Monthly publication
$24/yr. Men’s Defense Network, Box 24305,
Williamsport, Pa. 17703-2430.

FIGHT ENVIRONMENTAL EXTREMISM! Join the
nonprofit Chicken Little Society! Researched
quarterly newsletter. $6/year. P.O. Box 276130
(A), Boca Raton, Fla. 33427.

IS MERCHANDISE N

KENNEDY FOR LIFEGUARD. Button or bumper
sticker $3. T-Shirt $15. The Right Stuff, 2627 S.
Grant Street, #24, Arlington, VA 22202.

BROKEN PROMISES

W

BROKEN PROMISES
The 1994 Bill Clinton Calendar

$9.95 + $1.25 postage & handling

4 Send check or money order to:
v Calendar Marketing Group
P.0. Box 80501
A Portland, OR 97280
{503) 297-7725

Liberais
Always
Wafﬂe .
Newstetter
"The Breakers of the Beltway"

READ WHAT: Worries Willie!
Hillary Hates! PCers Prohibit!
the Beltway Boondogglers Don't
Want Publicized!

$24.00/year (6) issues. $6/issue

L.A.W.N.,, Suite #422

2490 Black Rock Turnpike
Fairfield CT 06430

"Welcome to Willie's Wonderful
World!" Washington "PC!"

MEDIOCRITY, DARKNESS, DESPAIR
WHAT TOO MANY OF OUR TAX DOLLARS BUY

18x24 6-color poster $8 ea./6-color heavy cotton T-shirt (white S-XXL)
$20 es. / G-color bumper sticher $3 ea, 5-$12.50, 10-820 / 3" dis.
§-cotor USSA fogo only-many creative uses-truth in advertsing etc. 10-86
/ PR included. Quantity discounts available. All items copyright 1993.
Slagstickars 4550 Wadswerth Divd., Sulle 197, Wheet Ridge, CO 80033.
_VISA/MC * $3.00 min. © 1-900-7678592
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— MERCHANDISE NN

LOBBY CONGRESS! with Influence PC Software.
FREE Information (800) 532-8788. ASO194.

GUERRILLA MARKETING
'SECRETS OF MARKETING JUDO FOR YOUR SMALL
BUSINESS. IT'S MORE THAN A BOOK, IT'S A SELF
DIRECTED MARKETING PLAN FOR YOUR EN-
HANCEMENT AND BOTTOM LINE. EASY TO READ,
EASY TO UNDERSTAND AND YOUR SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED, DELIVERED TO WHERE YOU
DESIRE. $10 EACH OR 3 FOR $20. HOOSIER,
P.O. BOX 161 INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46206

HUMAN T
VULTURES & JACKALS .
Shirts

PEOPLE WHO LIVE OFF
OTHER PEOPLE

$15.95 +s/h $3
3-10 $12.95 ea
+s/h 3
M, L, XL, (XXL. +32)
i for farge volre Quutes

To Order:

Vulture & Jackal Just Graphics

P. 0. Box 67
Fee Cropseyville,
TAXE S NY 12052

NEVER (10T
WERE /

MULTI-COLOR PRINT ON THE FRONT

OF AN ASH OR ICE GREEN T-SHIRT.
HVYWT. 100% COTTON. M, L & XL
17.50 ea. Includes tax and shipping.

JOY OF BUSINESS 736 W ELM BISHOP CA 93514

BN MERCHANDISE —

Show Your Suppon for CIInton

Vlnyl Bumper Stlckers
Small (3x4) $2.00 ea. / $1.50 ea. 1D or more
Large (5x7) $3.00 sa. / $2.50 ea. 10 or more

100% Cotton T-ss‘hlrta

add $2 for 2XL & 3XL slzes
Ceramic Coffee Mugs
$12.50 ea. / $10.00 aa. 4 or moro
Al prices refiect FREE shipping & hln\ilng

ok 6% Suee

Send Check or MO - MC of Visa $10 min
Flm Amondmont Produm
435 Nw Park Avent

CT IIO
P‘uudlwz 4 woeks dolvery FREE catalog wi order or call 203-232 1595

: NEED WE SAY MORE?
% Start NOW and wear your Clinton
# subliminal red, white & gold poly-
ik coated cloisonne pin as shown (actual
|zez This unusually shaped pin will
t the message across! Only $5 ea.
&H §.60 ea. (CA residents add
5% sales tax) Special discounts
: : or10 or more.
Se d o: RT PRODUCTIONS 505 SD Baverly
Dr. Suite 870-B Bevarly Hillg, CA 90212-454

L L

DOOR MATS

p, aus “Wipe Fm meny-

IMPEACH PRESIDENT
CLINTON
AND HER HUSBAND

IMPEACH
CLINTON

— BUMPER STICKERS —
$2.50ea. * 2 for $4.00 ¢ 6 for $10.00
25 or more $1.50ea. « 100 or more $1.10ea.
-— ENVELOPE LABELS -—
Self-Adhesive 1" X ¥4" L
Roll of 100 $10. 00 2 Rolls of 100 $15 00

POLITIX GRAFIX
15505 Bull Run Road Sulte 201 » Miami Lakes, FL 33014

ALL M, JO ACCEPTED
Vé 1 00 IIEIC'?:;D urchas E

CJillie LIIpes.

ovel
tegﬂ-t lectorate

P 0. Box 30113
P] Arizona

_ 85 113 }
1-800-BUY-BOTTominz}

. L
powéy [ncorrect W
Sporrswear that fits just right!

THE DEFINITIVE POLITICAL STATEMENT T-SHIRT!
Highest quality T-Shires, Hanes? Beefy T
ORDER NOW!

1-800-70-RIGHT

A NE SIZ‘W -
ETER R]Cﬂf\’ ORDER Mon.Sat. 8.8
or Mait Check Tar Money Order

Polirinll{ Incorrect
ot PIA,

.0. Box 20441, Depr SP-1
Riverside, CA 92516
§,M,L XL Price Shown
add $1 for XXL
(CA Res. 2dd 7.75% Sales tax)
S&H 3.50 1st Shirt
1.50 ADDL, Shirrs
MADE-IN-U.S.A,

CAPITALISM

is not a 4-letter word.
Reburetd America Hitough Free baterprose’

#105 $14.95 3 COLOR
' ©1993, Al rights Reserved.

#102 $14.95 4 COLOR

I MERCHANDISE S

‘Don't Be A Jack-Ass — Vote Republican” “I Think
Therefore I'm Conservative” Plus many more.
Available in T-shirts and bumper stickers. SASE
for catalog. All-Right Merchandising — P.O. Box
71-831, Madison Hts, Ml 48071-1831.

What's more fun than a barrel of monkeys?
“Makes a great gift"”

" CLINTONS.

(tn full color)
This hilarious parody of the child’s game
“The Barrel of Monkeys” includes 10
interlocking Clinton game pieces, game
instructions, and illustrated barrel.

VISA & MC Call 612-920-5973 Or Send $9.89 + $1.25 S&H
To Meyer McMahon Inc., Box 62182, Mpls., MN 55426.

100% Cotton Quality T-Shirt

$14.00

) cou(!l?ijsrsATNO SESTION.. Plus $2.50 S&H
3 (S, M, L, XL)
Send check or
31 moncy order to:
sur YOUCAN TMAKE YIIEM THINKI Mac Und‘gey’s
32779 Sandridge Rd.

Lebanon, OR 97355

(Allow three-four weeks delivery)

GOLD

The Only RE A L Money!

Clinton's economic programs are
throwing this country into a tailspin.
Since 1933 gold has increased in
value by more than 2,450%, while
thedollar has become virtually worth-
less! Don't get caught short, join the
GOLD RUSH now! Call today for

quotes and our free brochure.

Paclific RIm Trading, Inc.

1-800-225-3126

— (continued on next page) —
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CHROME LICENSE PLATE FRAMES: &

“Don't Blame Me | Voted for Bush.”

) $12.95 ea. postage & handling included.
hi| Ball & Chain Enterprise, 9534 Wintergardens
Blivd., Ste. D411, Lakeside, CA 92040

el en e el el kel e el el elielolalielyyogeb .

DON'T BLAME ME,

| VOTED FOR BUSH

— Bumper Stickers —
$2.50ea. * 2 for $4.00 » 6 for $10.00
25 or more $1.50ea. » 100 or more $1.10ea.
— T-Shirts —
$10.00ea. * 2 for $17.00

Black Lettering on White « 50/50% Poly. Cotton
Slze: M—L—XL

POLITIX GRAFIX
15505 Bull Run Road * Suite 201 + Miami Lakes, FL 33014

1-800-552-4840

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
With $10.00 Minimum Purchase

P =
THE THREE BIGGEST {
LIES:
HOW TO BECOME

- .
1. THE CHECK IS IN PRESIDENT:
THE MAIL

1. DODGE THE DRAFT

2, I'LL RESPECT YOU

IN THE MORNING 2. SMOKE POT

3. FREE HEALTH CARE 3. HAVE AN AFFAIR

<

i T-SHIRTS
D RATHER iy Y
BE RIGHT oo segs
than ‘Send T-Shirt 8 along with
POLITICALLY check. WO o crc carg 1.
CORRECT (MC, Visa)

MA|L>
HARP CO., INC.
TO {Oent. AI?)
1100 S Powarine Ad., #108
Deorfald Beach. FL 33442

STICKERS,

T-SHIRTS & MUGS!!

SEND CHECK OR
MONRY ORDER TO1
NovelCo
3003 N. Central Ave,

T-shirts — 100% p.s. cotton — $14.95/ & or
more $12.95 ea, (XXL + $3) (Specify Sise)

Mugs — $9.85 / 4 or more $8.95 each.

Bumper Stickers — Top quality laminated vinyl on Suite 121, #1325
removabls stock. $2.50 12,/ for 85 /8 for $10 (sogl)"s?oz S

3%" Ch. Logo Stickers —$2.50ea/3 for $5/48 for $10

3% Laga Buttons — $2.50 ea, / 3 for $5 /8 for $10 .;u.
SHARE COORING RED & BLACK ON WHITL DLSIGN !

BN MERCHANDISE I

BILL & HILLARY'S BUSINESS CARDS. $2.00
BRK & Co., POB 66096, Portland, OR 97290-
0096.

GOP MUGS for 96 Design

11oz. microwave safe
white mug blue & red lettering
send $6.50 check or money
order to:
PFEIFFER
WHOLESALE CO.,
PO Box 563, Prosperity, WV. 25909

RUIN & LIBERAL'S DAY

Vividrect hhie and gold design on white 100
cofton heavyweight T or 50-50 sweatsturt

T-Shirts $1595ppd 12x 3x add S3 eal
Sweats $2495ppd (2x Jx add $3 e
Request free catilog
Order Today" Send check or MO & size to

oy BON
Stcrra Mad
\I\ \YAYISNE 30
OO0, NMoneybadk CGaarantee

'96
-Shirts Just 12.95 each!

Highest Quality Haynes Beefy-T, Three Color Two Sided Print!

Buy 3 get 1 FREE!!

ALL SIZES AVAILABLE- ADD $1.00 FOR XXL
Send Check or Money order to: Tri-Plex Group

I MERCHANDISE I

T-SHIRTS highlighting the Top Ten Reason:
Clinton Deserves The Loyal Opposition. $14.00 -
$2.00 P&H, Check or money order payable to
Loyal Opposition, P.O. Box 31814, Independence
OH 44131. Ohio residents add 7% sales tax.

FEEL LIKE YOU'UE BEEN ROBBED?

T-shirts and Sweats
Full Color 13X14"!

T-shlns $13.50ea 2/824. 00 Sweats $22.00ea
LAXLAXXL fXXL ADD $1.50)
M\ CelisasCheckeMoney Order $2.50 S\H

BEEENEES BUMPER STICKERS I

“REAL MEN VOTE REPUBLICAN" Bumpe
Stickers. $3.00 each or 2/$5.00. SP Prints, Box 523
Peotone, IL 60468.

Add $2.00 s/h for all orders.

Frot .y YOup , 11-301 _ youg , Buck)
(A ) wirra, U
LT ey |

THIS IS YOUR BRAIN  THIS IS YOUR BRAIN
WITH A $200 HAIRCUT

100% COHOH'Full Color Indicate Size: L Xt
S Q5 Please add $3.50 S&H for first
Tees 16 shirt, $1.50 for sach after.

@ + shipping @ CA residents add 8.25% sales tax.
and handling o

Use straet address.

Callfor a ree Brochure

3579 E. FOOTHILL BLVD.
SUITE 321
PASADENA, CA 91107

of breat bift tems!

Advertise in The American Spectator

and get results!

132 Montview Forest Dr. Lynchburg, VA 24502.

HEIL HILLARY! $3. OPC, Rt. 1, Box 230C, Hatfield
AR 71945.

“WILL ROGERS NEVER MET HILLARY” $3 each
4/$10. Free surprise gift with $10 purchase. Anti
Liberal Society, Box 5215, Brandon, MS 39047.

3" X 11" Vinyl Bumper Stickers

g 8y % |ISIT"1996" YET?
o~ [T
% 22 2% [HAPPINESSIS CLINTON®
g§§g§ £3 [FACEON AMILK CARTON
y w
isgl’% €3 [ DOIN'TIME IN.
83285 B¢ |SAN CLINTON
25235 98
3'8836_ 5™ | FROMA CHICKEN N EVERY PO1
:’3 ég‘% ELN 0 A CHICKEN SMOKIN' POT
b fe
g §§§ 25 | Clinton "Loathes the Miltary"
QO
v =¥ X
cé%%yén HOPE ain't in Arkansas
RLC AL . . . . IT'S IN "1996"

VIETNAM VETERAN '69 & '71
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IS BUMPER STICKERS NN

® x * excellence in bumper stickers * ® e
ABORT HILLARY'S | [CLEAN HOUSE|[SCHOOL CHOICE:
HEALTH PLAN! ||VOTE REPUBLICAN IN 94| | THEGREATEQUALIZER
DON'T BLAME ME||CLINTON/GORE IS YOUR CHURCH
| VOTED FOR BUSH||GONE IN FOUR!I|ATF APPROVED?
T MAY BE ON WELFARE LERM LIMITS|[1 LOVE ANIMALS
iy wave Heahucan| | NOW! |\ they taste greatt

Send $2 each or $12 for 10 (cash, check or m.o.) to:

JBCC, P.O. Box 365, Bloomsburg, PA 17815

IS BUMPER STICKERS IS

F “1‘ Allsnm Don't Stop Thinking

About Impeachment

Titanic, Hindenburg, “PRESIDENT CLINTON"
Andrea Doria, Bill Clinton | {7 STILL DOESN'T SOUND RIGHT

Bumper Stickers $3.00 ea. No Postage. Send Check or M.O.
To: PC Hostage P.0. Box 1328 Pacifica, Ca. 94044

BEENSNS BUMPER STICKERS NS
S SPENDING,

STUPID

5 FREE BUMPER STICKERS

Send $5.00 for shipping mNCER;‘o%oD TAXPAYERS OF AMERICA
and handiing to: ATASCADERO, CA 93423

Join the Campaign of
Conservative Guerrilla Activism!

. Liar,
Bill Clinton: Coward,

Socialist-

1t’s not a bumper sticker, it’s a Slick Sticker!

1- 4 = $2.00/¢a.
20 - 49 = $1.30/ea.

5+14 = $1.50/ea. 15 - 19 = $1.40/ea.
50 - 99 = $1.20/e0. 100 - 189 = $1.10/ea.
41.90 shipping shd handiing on wl orders under 100
inquire tor prices on orders over 200

Put ’em anywhere liberals look!
Slick Sticker - P.0. Box 11402 « Fort Worth, Texas « 76110-0402

.

** 4
BTG e 0z bt s Twg Nommie
UL 7570
ON YOU! %,
1 Vinyl Bumper Stickers
‘ $2.000a 3/$5.00 10/$15.00 100/$75
@ DR¢H [« Matchbooks
M B ool e o2
& FRONT BACK Customized Cnnc?:h i'l‘)’:sluns

LIBERTEES * P.0. BOX 1332 » MERLIN, OR 97532

Teis 1mpossxble to 1i nghtl
a nation without God an

overn

the Bible

George W.‘l\l‘lll‘l"lol1 ]

Indicate you saw'ad in the SPECTATOR: Send 75¢
Pplus check to: The Patriotic Bumper-Sticker C
P.0. Box 2701, Chesapeak

Colorti:

DON’'T BLAME ME

I READ THEAMERICAN
SPECTATOR

Subscribers . . . show your true

colors. Send for your FREE

American Spectator BUMPER

STICKER! Mail a self-addressed,

stamped, business-size envelope to:

TAS, Attn: Jennifer, P.O. Box 549,
Arlington, VA 22216-0549.

(J1OPI3: The only country
to- tax itself into prosperity

The QIHEB‘ Hemp Initiative:
for
PREDATOR CONTROL

$3.00 eachg * 5/$12.50 * 10/520.00
SLAPSTICKERS, 4550 WADSWORTH, STE. 197, WHEAT RIDGE, CO 80033
. ALL [TEMS COPYRIGHT 1993 SLAPSTICKERS
© VISA/MC « $8.00 MIN. « 1-800-767-6592

GLINTON

FOR A G HANGE

men Gennw US|

'

CUNTON - GORE]
‘GONE N FOUR!

[
o IE OO o LA

HOW DO YOU SPELL RELEF?)|THOSE W&O HUS TREES
FM-PE-A-C-H-M-EN-T) [ MUST HAVE WOODPECKERS

WHAT F YOI WOTHER BEEVEDN| ') RATHER BE RIGHT

ABORTION?|{ran 82 A LIBERAL

$3.00 ea.- 285.00 + .50 SIH - - IL residents add 7.75% SIT

Send check or mio 1o: ZIGraty. Lid.

P.O. Box 1934, Bridgeview, IL 60455

Great Christmas gifts for conservative
and liberal co-workers and friends!

TWO TERMS for Clinton
One in Office one in JAIL

I PERSONALS I

STOP HAIR LOSS! Improve your appearance and
income immediately! Rush LSASE, Lowdown, Box
1534, Surprise, AZ 85374,

NICE SINGLES with Christian values wish to meet
others. FREE magazine. Send age, interests.
Singles, Box 310-AMS, Allardt, TN 38504.

ATTRACTIVE ORIENTAL LADIES seeking
correspondence, marriage. Dignified presentations
since 1984. Asian Experience, Box 1214TR,
Novato, CA 94948. (415) 897-2742.

THAI-ASIAN-WORLDWIDE LADIES DESIRE
lifemates. Free brochure. TAWL, Box 937 (AN)
Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96745-0937 (808) 329-5559.

RUSSIA-SCANDINAVIA-BRITAIN-USA, etc.:
Worldwide introductions for friendship, romance,
marriage. Scanna Int'l (since 1980), POB 4-AS,
Pittsford, NY 14534. (800) 677-3170

JAPANESE WOMEN SEEK FRIENDSHIP! Pagcific
Century, 110 Pacific #208-JX, San Francisco, CA
94111. (816) 942-1668.

WEALTHY AMERICAN is looking for a woman to
share an extraordinary life. | am 49 and search for
someone in her 30's who is intelligent, beautiful,
with a good background, who would like to have
several children. | also search for someone who
understands a good life centers around the family
rather than television, private schools, media and
modern western civilization. This means home
schooling, with or without tutor, and a life of the
best literature, art and ideas of the last five
thousand years rather than the last fifty. It also
means in all other respects living & normal upper
middle class life.

| am very intelligent, make a very good father
and husband, lead a pretty much international life,
with residences abroad, love to laugh, and am
interesting and sometimes charming. if this strikes
a chord, please send a letter telling something of
yourself. Please include a photograph. Reply to
Box 410, 2860 Porter St., Soquel, CA 95073.

You can lead a Democral  BUt you can't BUMPER MEET WOMEN WORLD'WIDE
To the White House ... Mtke him think =X g 1e] €2 1) FREE 32 page photo catalog from
"Frankly Hillary . . . RED, WHITE America’s most respected
We don't give'a Damn"| ISYLL;S" correspondence service since 1974.
VOTING REPUBLICAN MEANS RESEITSNERILY $§0§ﬁ,“g;n§gﬁ?gg§
gver hoving to say “You're Sorry|] To Orer: Kapagu, Hawal 96755
oy - us! raphics
The Clintons t,hmk oo O Bon8T
[ . Ha H ropseyville,
Thelr Socialism don't hnk i b — _— —
(. How can you tell Bill Clinton is Lying? .
- " — (continued on next page) —
A. His lips are moving! | — |
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IS PERSONALS NN

ASIAN LADIES DESIRE CORRESPONDENCE!
Overseas, sincere, attractive. World's #1 Service!

o ——————

I MOVING? |
I TAS Address Changes Made Easy! |

Free details, photos! SUNSHINE INTERNA- | |
TIONAL Dept. HE, Box 5500, Kailua-Kona, Hawaii ' 1. Please write your new address in thel
96745. (808) 325-7707. I s R
pace provided. |
BEAUTIFUL BRITISH LADIES seek friendship, | 2- Attach the mailing label from your |
romance & marriage with American gentlemen! All | most recent issue.
ages! Free details: ENGLISH ROSE INTRO- I 3. Return this form to us at the address I
DUCTIONS, (Dept. AS), Suite 2, 24 Cecil Square, listed below.
Margate, Kent CT9 1BA, ENGLAND. TEL: 01144- : :
843-290735. ) . .
—That's all there is to it. — .
| Just be sure to allow six weeks for |
Would you like to be one of 1 your change to take effect. :
THE HAPPY F EW®.7 : The American Spectator i
. | Subscriber Service l
P.O. Box 657, Mt. Morris, Illinois 61054
Are you young, college-educated, | L |
and seriously searching for love? : (Please attach address label here.) :
We offer self-descriptive essays _ IMPORTANT
. . | Allow six weeks for address change. ]
written by people who are, like you, I : I
looking for true love and L
. . . I ORenew my subscription for one |
companionship. You decide whom (twelve i $35)
to contaot I ap year 1e vedlssues-— |
. . i ayment enclose |
The Ha.ppy ' Few p'rov1d'es a [ O Bill me later i
decent, confidential, and intelligent I I
way to discover your perfect love. IName i |
(Also open to gays.) Write to: I (Please Print) I
The Happy Few, Dept. AS lAddreSS |
P.O. Box 382805 ICity |
Cambridge, MA 02238 I
lState:__.-h_* Zip I
, |
I Advertise in The American Spectator! ] Def ﬁcia’_‘fe'_ ESe— |
! CLASSIEFIED ORDER FORM
I Rates: $2.70 per word (+$14 per ad for TAS box number if desired.), or $105
| per column inch for classified display ads (max. 3").
: ® Pre-payment required for all ads. (Other restrictions may apply.)
I Special Discount Offer: Pre-pay for 3 ads get a 4th ad free.
: Enclosed is: $ for insertions.
| Ad Classification:
: Name (Please Print):
| Address:
: City: State: Zip:
l Your ad(s) will begin with the first available issue.
: Send ad copy with payment and this form to:
: The American Spectator
Classified Department, P.O. Box 549, Arlington, Virginia 22216-0549
L . 401y

CORRESPONDENCE
(continued from page 65)

well, I will not be renewing my subscrip
tion with TAS. I was greatly troubled b
Mr. O’Rourke’s self-indulgent vocabulary
and by your decision to print such unpalat
able material. —Devrun L. Ellermar.

Williamsburg, Kansa.

Rubbed the Wrong Way

I am writing in response to your editorial
“Father Higgins, RIP,” which appeared i
the November 1993 issue of The Americai
Spectator.

I find it quite ironic that early in tha
editorial you display the audacity to refe
to “boob journalists,” colleagues you
harshly criticize for taking a perspectiv
that differs from your own. I am remindec
of the expression with which you shoulc
be familiar, “It takes one to know one.”

Several paragraphs later you exercisec
a very “liberal” and most shoddy anc
unprofessional style of reporting wher
you so recklessly, abusively, and inaccu-
rately made reference to “a couple of lib
eral Catholic priests who offer therapeutic
massages at the Indiana University
Catholic student center. The priests clairr
to be trained masseuses [Please note: A
masseuse is a feminine practitioner. Are
you thinking the Roman Catholic Churct
has women priests? Try “masseur.”] pos-
sessing wondrous powers over diligently
fingered bodies and souls.”

Could you please tell me what it was
that possessed you to report in such ¢
way? What was your intent (a critical
component, by the way, in determining
moral culpability)? Your reporting here is
significantly misleading and terribly erro-
neous. Do you ever bother to check oul
the accuracy of things you report? Are
you concerned about fact or only the fic-
tion of your own personal opinion? Talk
about “boob journalists”! It seems that
your forte is vitriolic distortion. I resent
having to waste my time with such arro-
gance, closed-mindedness, and somapho-
bia as you personify. But, such maligning
and inferior reporting warrants a resound-
ing response of disapproval. You really
should be ashamed of such nasty tactics. 1
will continue to hope that you may one

- day discover the importance and value of

honesty, justice, and charity.

I also want to comment on your fre-
quent and “liberal” use of the term,
“orthodoxy”; you use it in most unortho-
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dox and inclusive (God forbid!) ways, not
unlike so many immature people today
-use the word “love” while not possessing
a clear and appropriate definition of the
term. Your vocabulary is not nearly so
strong as you seem inclined to muse.
Finally, allow me to do you a kind-
ness, to save you some money. Quit
sending your complimentary copy of The
American Spectator to St. Paul Catholic
Center. We always discard it before it
can pollute the minds of the truly decent
people who attend here in great and
growing numbers, a community with
whom you could find so little in com-
mon. And, in case you're curious, your
editorial was brought to my attention by
an understandably concerned friend.
—Father Kimball J. Wolf, Co-pastor
St. Paul’s Catholic Center
at Indiana University
Bloomington, Indiana
P.S. Be advised that, if something like
this occurs again, we will pursue matters
through our attorney.

The Choice Is Ours

Charlotte Allen’s anti-school choice essay
is filled with errors (“Choice: A Burkean
Dissent,” TAS, November 1993), of which
I'll address the most egregious. '

Our school-choice lawsuits in
Chicago and Los Angeles seek to apply
simple consumer rules to the school mar-
ketplace. Taxpayers entrust billions of
dollars to the public schools, and in
exchange most state constitutions guar-
antee basic educational opportunities.
The schools to which the low-income
youngsters we represent are consigned
are crime-infested educational cesspools.
Our remedy would transfer control over
the funds allocated for these youngsters’
education to the parents, allowing them
to secure quality education for their chil-
dren outside the public schools.

Contrary to Allen’s baseless assertion,
we do not seek in any way to disturb local
control over public schools or to inject the
judiciary into school governance. Indeed,
if the “opt-out” remedy we seek had been
pursued in the desegregation context
instead of busing, our nation’s racial and
educational landscapes likely would look
quite better today.

Allen’s concerns about regulation of
private schools in a voucher system are
valid but misplaced. Voucher proposals
such as the California initiative contain

explicit restrictions against regulation—
indeed, far greater protection than private
schools currently enjoy.

Before co-founding the Institute for
Justice, I defended the constitutionality of
the Milwaukee school choice program
and represented private schools in a chal-
lenge to regulation imposed by the state.
Again contrary to Allen’s assertion, the
court struck down virtually all the regula-
tions, reasoning correctly that the program
was designed to preserve the private char-
acter of the participating schools.

School choice would effectuate the
greatest transfer of power from govern-
ment to individuals since the abolition of
slavery. Unfortunately, discussion about
the underlying principles often is side-
tracked by factual distortions to which
choice opponents always seem to resort.

, —Clint Bolick

Vice President and Litigation Director

Institute for Justice
Washington, D.C.

Charlotte Allen replies:

Mr. Bolick accuses me of error, whereas he
merely disagrees with me. On November
3, California’s voters had a chance to
decide whether they thought the state’s
public schools were indeed the “cesspools”
of Mr. Bolick’s characterization. They
declined to go along. Does Mr. Bolick now
want the federal courts to cram vouchers
down Californians’ throats? That’s called
Jjudicial tyranny in my book.

It is true enough—as I pointed out in
my article—that Proposition 174 would
have set up procedural hurdles (although
not insuperable ones) to regulating pri-
vate schools. Such hurdles do not exist
under current California law. However,
the impulse to regulate that would have
inevitably accompanied a flow of state
funds into the private educational sector
does not exist either right now. So I
would have to call Proposition 174’s fail-
ure a draw on the regulatory issue.

As for the Milwaukee school-choice
system, the court did indeed strike down
certain efforts by state education regula-
tors to micromanage participating private
schools but left the student-rights rules
virtually intact (as I pointed out ), includ-
ing the one I quaoted. The rest of Mr.
Bolick’s letter is pure rhetoric.

Reagan and Abortion
Letter writer John Romano is wrong in his
interpretation of Ronald Reagan’s position

on abortion (Correspondence, TAS,
November 1993). It is true that while gov-
emor of California Reagan signed a liber-
alized abortion law, but that was because
some nefarious individuals took advantage
of his well-known compassion. These peo-
ple stated that women were committing
suicide because of traumatic pregnancies,
and that abortion was essential to prevent
the loss of lives—both born and unborn.
Naturally, Reagan was appalled and
agreed that abortion should be made avail-
able to women who could prove that they
were suicidal because of a crisis pregnan-
cy. Later, he admitted that he had been
“had” by these folks when, as he himself
put it, every woman in California who
wanted an abortion suddenly appeared
with a note from her psychologist.

Mr. Romano is wrong again if he
believes that abortion is a political and not
a moral issue. For one thing, the murder
of innocent human beings—especially
when it is sanctioned, promoted, and even
paid for by the state—is first and foremost
a moral issue. But even if he were correct
and the issue were purely one of politics,
both Reagan and Bush would have been
better off “pro-choice” or, at the very
least, “personally opposed” a la Mario
Cuomo. In fact, no less a personage than
Nancy Reagan tried to woo her husband
away from his forthright pro-life stand by
arguing—in a politically correct and sen-
sible manner—that pro-life voters “had
nowhere else to go” and so the President
could back off on the issue to his political
benefit. However, Reagan would have
none of it—not even .from Nancy—and
maintained his position in spite and not
because of political expediency.

For his courage in opposing the abor-
tion juggernaut, Reagan deserves sincere
admiration. After all, politician Abraham
Lincoln openly opposed slavery and no
longer tried to compromise on the issue
only after it became clear that a majority
of Americans, their government, and their
cultural institutions wanted slavery ended
for good and all. On the other hand,
Reagan stood tall for the unborn at a time
when—supposedly—the majority of
Americans, their government, and their
cultural institutions favored abortion. In
fact, Ronald Reagan was the first and
strongest pro-life president in the abor-
tion-on-demand era and we sorely miss
him for that and, of course, other reasons.

—Valerie H. Protopapas
Huntington Station, New York
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CURRENT

WISDOM

Wall Street Journal
Albert R. Hunt, preeminent mouth-
piece of the Democratic Party, makes
another bitchy point:

Nafta would be dead on arrival if George

Bush were president; imagine sending Dan

Quayle to take on Ross Perot Tuesday night.
[November 11, 1993]

Today
During an epochal interview on a
recent Supreme Court decision on sex-
ual harassment, the Bertrand Russell of
modern progressive thought displays
her wizardry at ratiocination and orato-
ry to an awe-struck Katie Couric:

COURIC: Some viewers this morning,
Professor Hill, may wonder if you’re an
appropriate spokesperson because this
recent book, The Real Anita Hill by
William {sic] Brock, they believe, shot
some holes in your story. Do you have any
reaction to that? You were very quiet when
this book came out and did not come for-
ward to refute any of the charges made.

PROF. HILL: Do I have any reactionto . . .

COURIC: To Mr. Brock’s book and
some of the claims he made.

PROF. HILL: Well, I can just say that those
claims are untrue. I’m not going to try to
refute, point by point, the book on this morn-
ing show because I think what is really impor-
tant here is that we talk about this issue. And
that’s what I have been maintaining all along.

I think one of the things that is indica-
tive, though, is that whenever we try to
make gains on this issue it always seems
that we’re pulled back away from the issue
by trying to focus on things that are not
true and that have no merit. And what I
would like for us to do this morning is to
focus on Harris and how to move forward
with this issue and those individuals who
do have claims out there.

COURIC: All right. Professor Anita Hill,
thank you very much for joining us this
morning.

PROF. HILL: Thank you, Katie.

[November 10, 1993]

The Nation
The terror that was recently visited
upon one of the most morgnic of
United States senators, as reported in
the Mad magazine of the American
left:

When Jesse Helms serenaded Carol
Moseley-Braun with a few bars of “Dixie”

in a Senate elevator this summer, his racial.

taunt was as clear and deliberate as a burn-
ing cross.
[November 22, 1993]

San Bernardino Sun
A scientific elucidation of the greatest
threat to female virtue ever to face the
Republic, to wit, nocturnal dreams of
Our President:

Even when the Bill Dreams aren’t roman-
tic, many have an intimate flavor.

And few are presidential—Clinton usu-
ally drops into dreamland wearing his cap
and jogging suit or a faded pair of jeans.

In one woman’s dream, Clinton is her
dentist (“but he isn’t taking any new
patients”); for another dreamer, the presi-
dent is a stand-up comic who is bombing
(“I wish I could give him funnier materi-
al”).

Psychologists who specialize in dream
analysis say the Bill dreams should come
as no surprise.

“Clinton is very charismatic and he isn’t
afraid of a real woman,” says Robert Van
de Castle, a University of Virginia psychol-
ogy professor and dream expert.

“He has struck a deep emotional chord.
President Bush didn’t stir up the same kind
of passions. You wouldn’t want to steal
away with him to a hotel for a weekend.”

Clinton’s sex appeal was recently con-
firmed in a survey of 18- to 30-year-olds
conducted by New York City psychologist
Carin Rubenstein. ’

One of every four of the women polled

was as likely to fantasize about Clinton as

about TV heartthrob Luke Perry.
No president since John F. Kennedy . . .
[November 4, 1993]

The Great Books Series
Miss Linda Keen chronicles the diffi-
culties a shy, highly intellectual, mod-
ern feminist has in approaching the
ghost of John Lennon. What kept he;
off the Clinton cabinet?

Wandering in the imposing Swiss Alp:s
that same morning, my heart and imagina-
tion allowed me to feel closer to the spiri
of Carl Jung than ever before. Realizing
how the mountain peaks were all connect:
ed to the same earth, I started thinking
about the collective unconscious, thai
information which is common to all—the
foundation of what the ancients callec
“the sympathy of all things.” One curious
element about the collective unconscious
is that it can be tapped and communicatec

.with. Was my dream tapping into Johr

Lennon’s reality? . . .

Back home in the Netherlands I contin-
ued to teach intuitive development at my
school. During the next six months I kept
setting aside any ideas about the possibility
of communicating with the specter of Mr.
Lennon and settled for the comfortable
habit of communing with my familiar, old,
intangible guardian, Basil. He had not only
helped me write my first book, but had
continued to assist me in many aspects of
my professional and private life. I felt total-
ly safe with him and didn’t have to think
about meddling around in the affairs of a
world-famous deceased Beatle.

I did feel compelled, however, to nose
around regularly in record stores and book-
stores, trying to discover more about what
John Lennon had actually been like. . .

No matter what my rational convictions
may have been, John was a friend and pres-
ence, was growing steadily more genuine. I
could swear he was taking a strong interest
in my daily life activities. . . .

In March of 1987, I reached a decision.
Having grown steadily more curious, and
somewhat less appreciative, I knew the
time was ripe to meet directly with John
Lennon’s elusive essence.

[from John Lennon in Heaven, by Linda
Keen. Pan Publishing, 291 pages, $16.95]
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