widow Kennedy. “But she was also ex-
tremely sensitive. . . . She had grown
very depressed by, and very critical of,
the war. In any event, she became so
tense she could hardly speak [and] sud-
denly exploded . . . turned and began, lit-
erally, to beat on my chest, demanding
that I ‘do something to stop the slaugh-
ter!””)

isenhower, Goldwater, McCarthy,
Ethe JCS—so much for the black

hats, those McNamara now sees as
having plunged the United States into the
Southeast Asian equivalent of our own
Civil War (with Ho Chi Minh, presum-
ably, in the role of Lincoln). But what
about the white hats, those who, had they
lived, might—no, most certainly would—
have done something to stop the slaugh-
ter?

“John F. Kennedy saw the world as
history,” writes the author of In
Retrospect. “He took the long view. He
was truly a great leader, with uncommon
charisma and ability to inspire. . . . In an
imperfect world, he raised our eyes to the
stars.” And what would Kennedy have
done about Vietnam had he lived?

I have been asked that question count-
less times over the last thirty years.
Thus far, I have refused to answer for
two reasons. [First,] the president did
not tell me what he planned to do in the
future. [Second,] I saw no gain to our
nation from speculation by me—or oth-
ers—about how the dead president
might have acted. But today I feel dif-
ferently. Having reviewed the record in
detail, and with the advantage of hind-
sight, I think it highly probably that, had
President Kennedy lived, he would have
pulled us out of Vietnam.

So much for Ike’s lousy advice, Joe
McCarthy’s purge of experts, that old
devil Goldwater, the Strangeloves of the
JCS; if Kennedy had lived, we would
have had a leader with “the ability to
stand back from an issue and see its
broader implications.”

Odious comparison, but what does
this say of Lyndon Johnson? Only that
he, like Kennedy, is dead, but Kennedys
are still around—senators, congressmen,
rainmakers. And there come those world-
historic moments when sycophants with
courage must choose between masters.

Loyal Bob. Still brown-nose after all
these years. Speer would approve. O

or those who were startled to learn
that Joseph Alsop was homosexu-

al, or that Oprah Winfrey once
used cocaine, the contents of this book
will come as something of a shock. For
while the authors’ revelation—that the
Communist Party of the United States
(CPUSA) was subsidized by Moscow to
undertake espionage-—is sensational
enough, it should scarcely surprise any-
one who knows much about the Soviet
Union, or about the moral presumptions
of certain American leftists.

The Secret World of American
Communism confirms what was long
suspected: that, beginning as early as
1919, American party members orga-
nized and nurtured an underground spy
network, financed and directed by a
Soviet controller. The network flourished
even—and perhaps especially—when the
nation was imperiled by the fascist dicta-
torships, and lasted throughout the Cold
War. It was only when Gus Hall, who
still heads the CPUSA, wouldn’t cease
criticizing perestroika that Mikhail
Gorbachev stopped the subsidy in 1989.

For decades it has been a safe assump-
tion that many American Communists
spied for the Soviet Union, deliberately
subverting the American national interest.
Until now, however, proof positive was
unavailable. The testimony of certain for-
mer Communists was persuasive, as were
the revelations of various security agen-
cies. But in Secret World, the first volume
of a projected series based on the declassi-
fied archives of the Communist
International (Comintern), we have first-
hand, primary, irrefutable evidence of
treachery—evidence which sweeps away
all previous polemics and accounts, and
bathes a lurid story in unremitting light .

THE SECRET WORLD OF AMERICAN COMMUNISM
Harvey Klehr, John Earl Haynes, and Fridrikh Igorevich Firsov

Yale University Press/348 pages/$25

reviewed by PHILIP TERZIAN

‘Philip Terzian writes a column from
Washington for the Providence Journal.

The notion that the American
Communist Party was a homegrown
assemblage of impractical eccentrics,
friendly but by no means connected to
the Kremlin, may no longer be presented
as a charming romance; it is a fiction, a
lie, methodically deceptive, historically
false. American Communists did not just
agitate for union organization, or to end
segregation, or against military prepared-
ness on the eve of World War II. They
infiltrated the agencies of government,
stole atomic secrets, corrupted the repub-
lican cause in the Spanish civil war, kept
the Kremlin informed about what
Washington might be thinking, and
spread disinformation. For this knowl-
edge we may thank the authors and their
Russian research associates, and hope
that some semblance of the truth may
now take root. But that will not be easy,
for it is in the popular culture, and in the
accumulated folk wisdom of the past
thirty years, that the fiction persists.

It is easy enough now to dismiss the
work of revisionist historian/journal-
ists—David Caute, Maurice Isserman,
Ellen Schrecker, Victor Navasky,
Richard M. Fried, Vivian Gornick,
Robert Rosenstone, etc.—but expecting
that the press, or the academy, or
Hollywood, or the publishing industry,
will come to understand their fundamen-
tal error about the nature of American
Communism is probably expecting too
much. The mythology of the Cold War,
of patient Mother Russia and belligerent
Uncle Sam, of gallant radicals and fever-
ish ex-Communists, is too deeply embed-
ded to be easily extracted.

Harvey Klehr and John Earl Haynes
neatly demonstrate a number of
remarkable facts. For example, it is now
certain that John Reed was not just

l n a series of annotated documents,
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Warren Beatty with a brain, an idealistic
young radical fresh out of Harvard who
moved from insurgent Mexico to revo-
lutionary Russia. He was in truth a paid
saboteur who, at a time when Russia
was afflicted by the first of its several
post-Bolshevik famines, was granted the
sum of $1 million—a colossal figure for
the times, largely in confiscated gold,
-silver, and jewels—to export the revolu-
tion.

And then there is Armand Hammer.
In a career that spanned the years from
manufacturing pencils under Lenin’s
friendly gaze to trading funny stories
with a reverent Johnny Carson, Dr.
Hammer built a fortune promoting U.S.-
Soviet trade by laundering Soviet
money, disbursing stolen cash, and cut-
ting deals with Stalin, all the while
lying about his fealty to the party. The
ironies of history: As despicable as
Hammer was, it is useful to note that a
man whose business empire was sus-
tained by slave labor, and dependent on
the patronage of Soviet tyranny, ulti-
mately ran afoul of American law by
illegally contributing to Richard
Nixon’s re-election campaign, and
ended his career presiding over a pay-
roll that featured Al Gore’s father.

There can be no question now that,
regardless of the justice or injustice of
their punishment, Julius and Ethel
Rosenberg were guilty of atomic espi-
onage, and that Alger Hiss was put away
for perjury with good cause. Hiss’s name
is not to be found in this particular set of
documents, but it would make little sense
for his partisans to rejoice. The name of
his chief accuser, Whittaker Chambers, is
conspicuous, and so is the evidence that
Chambers’s assertions—that agencies of
government had been penetrated by
Communists throughout the late 1930s
and early ’40s—were not only accurate,
but may even have been understated. The
network described by Chambers, which
included Alger Hiss, is revealed here in
detail; the only things missing (thus far)
are certain names.

It should also be noted that while not
all Communists in Washington were
spies, the only spies of consequence in
that era were Communists. The authors
are intrigued by the presence of two
diplomatic letters found in the Comintern
archives that were written in 1936. One,
from ambassador William Bullitt in Paris
to assistant secretary of state R. Walton

Moore in Washington, cheerfully dis-
cusses the European news, and contains
Moore’s deeply pessimistic marginal
notes. The other, from ambassador
William Dodd in Berlin to President
Roosevelt, reports on a number of sensi-
tive discussions with high-ranking
Germans, and expresses Dodd’s grim
assessment of the future.

How did these letters fall into such
hands? There are a number of plausible
explanations. Both were transmitted by
way of the State Department, where
Alger Hiss was working in 1936. It is
also possible that a White House source
copied Dodd’s letter. Bullitt was a stal-
wart opponent of the Soviets, but had
been Roosevelt’s first ambassador in
Moscow; moreover, he was married to
John Reed’s widow, Louise Bryant, and
was notably indiscreet. In Dodd’s case
a simpler explanation may be likely: his
daughter Martha was a Communist who
fled to Czechoslovakia with her hus-
band in the 1950s. This fact goes
unmentioned; the authors may not
know it.

handful of historic reputations
A must now be pondered. For the

left, it may be instructive to
observe how astute J. Edgar Hoover
appears in these precincts. Whether
restraining zealous subordinates or bat-
tling the impulses of fellow travelers in
the government, the director comes
across as that rare specimen—a sensible
bureaucrat. Hoover’s imperial habits may
have sullied his last years, but his
instincts about the CPUSA were shrewd
and remarkably prescient. And while his
reputation might usefully be rescued,
whatever sentiment still attaches to the
International Brigades, and their struggle
against Spanish fascism, should be rapid-
ly interred. Incapable of inflicting much
harm on Franco’s legions, the combat-
ants of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade
seem to have settled on shooting one
another for political incorrectness, devia-
tionist tendencies, or insufficient rapture
at the sight of Marshal Stalin.

For the right, this begs the question of
Senator Joseph McCarthy. While much
of the material may appear to confirm
many of McCarthy’s public suspicions, it
also reveals how reckless he was, and
ultimately how destructive to the cause
he purported to serve. Between the 1920s
and the 1960s, thousands of people
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joined the Communist Party for one rea-
son or another, and many seem to have
left within a few years of joining. Only a
relatively small number actually engaged
in espionage, or otherwise devoted their
lives to the Soviet Union. This is not to
minimize their misdeeds, but to put them
in perspective. It is true that many party
members (and assorted radicals) found
employment in federal agencies, and of
these, some stole documents, engaged in
subversion, and reported to the
Comintern.

There is a distinction, however,
between Soviet agents and muddle-head-
ed liberals. By failing to comprehend dif-
ferences of opinion in policy matters,
and criminalizing dissent with demagog-
ic skill, all for partisan purposes,
McCarthy gave the Communists and
their friends a certain moral standing that
they never deserved, and drove the anti-
Communist left very nearly out of busi-
ness. The effects of this disaster may still
be felt today.

McCarthy was right that there were
Communists in government. But William
Blake was wiser: “A truth that’s told
with bad intent/Beats all the lies you can
invent.” 0O

GOD SAVE ME!

Seven year old Ann Winner,
Daddy's girl, is coached and
coerced by social workers during
therapy into making perjured
statements to a jury that convicts
Mom and Dad.

Years pass, Ann matures and
comes to understand that the
brainwashing she suffered caused
her parents to be incarcerated.
She recants her trial testimony;
nobody comes to rescue her from
a foster care group home.
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CORRESPONDENCE
(continued from page 10)

who burn their weed and spew death into
the air. Perhaps you might have someone
write about drunken drivers next. Your
Coors ad on the back cover cinched it. The
foul liquid that was my father’s doom is
touted as “pure”’—give me a break!

So you demand the freedom to flaunt
in my face two addictions that kill over
600,000 of us each year! Not with my
support. —George Williamson

Evergreen Park, Illinois

Fast Boats to China

Kenneth R. Timmerman’s article, “China
Shops” (TAS, March 1995), contains
numerous inaccuracies, a number of them
regarding the actions of the Commerce
Department’s Bureau of Export
Administration (BXA). Unfortunately, he
makes so many misstatements that a
point-by-point rebuttal would be longer
than the original article. However, several
of the allegations that relate to the
Department of Commerce are so egre-
gious that I feel compelled to respond.

He asserts that the Commerce
Department is circumventing law by
allowing the shipment of sensitive goods
to the Chinese military, citing as an exam-
ple the sale of gas turbine jet engines made
by the Garrett Engine Company.

This assertion is untrue. The reason for
Mr. Timmerman’s concern about this
engine—that it is suitable for use in cruise
missiles—is spurious. Numerous technical
constraints, including size, weight, and
power, preclude its use in cruise missiles.

The engine in question is a commercial
item that powers executive jets throughout
the world. First certified by the FAA in
1974, it can hardly be considered new or
cutting-edge technology. There has been
no dispute about its commercial nature.

For shipment to China, the engine con-
tains a digital electronic engine control
(DEEC), which under current law and
consistent with international agreements
can be exported without prior written per-
mission from the U.S. government.

The author claims that BXA political
appointees blocked access to information
he sought under a Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) request, and that
a BXA official deleted portions of infor-
mation that the Commerce Inspector
General’s office had cleared for release.

These statements are incorrect.

Information of the nature sought by
Mr. Timmerman is subject to FOIA and
must be reviewed by appropriate officials
to ensure that its release would not com-
promise national security or breach laws
requiring the protection of business pro-
prietary information. Regarding the
author’s request, both the Inspector
General’s office and BXA were required
to perform such reviews.

Ms. Eileen Albanese, the BXA offi-
cial responsible for conducting the
review, redacted information because it
could not, by law, be released to the
requester. Ms. Albanese, a career civil
servant, acted lawfully and appropriately.

As the chief political appointee in
BXA and having consulted with the
other appointees in BXA, I can also say
with certainty that none of us reviewed
the author’s FOIA request, nor were we
even aware of its existence until reading
the article in your publication, since the
initial request was submitted not to BXA
but to the Inspector General.

Factual inaccuracies aside, the author
simply disagrees with long-standing U.S.
policy. He is among a minority that
believes virtually no dual-use goods
should be licensed for export to China.
Were the United States to adopt such a
policy, we believe it would more likely
do serious harm to American security.

The mainstream view in the U.S.
Government, the private sector, and
among our allies, is that many dual-use
goods are not sensitive and would not
pose a national security or proliferation
risk if exported to China. Let me be clear
that this Administration is committed to
controlling the export of goods that would
harm our national security or would aid in
the development of weapons of mass
destruction. In regard to dual-use goods
and technology, BXA administers this
policy in a careful manner.

Focusing our enforcement activities
on truly sensitive goods maximizes our
ability to prevent or punish illegal export
activities that harm the United States.
Mr. Timmerman chooses to cast a far
wider net and would include items that
are simply not critical. If we were to fol-
low his policy prescriptions, we would
be squandering scarce government
resources on controlling trade that does
not have a national security impact, thus
lessening our ability to enforce the law in
cases that really do matter. This would
also hamper economic growth by unnec-
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essarily restricting U.S. exporters’ access
to important markets like China.

As the President has said many times,
economic growth is crucial to our nation-
al security. Our policy is to balance the
legitimate security need to support eco-
nomic growth by fostering exports with
the imperative to prevent the transfer of
sensitive technology to those countries
that would use it against us. Mr.
Timmerman’s errors and misstatements
only serve to cloud the issues, lower the
level of debate, and detract from what
should be our real focus—stopping the
export of critical goods and technology
that could contribute to the development
of weapons of mass destruction.

—William A. Reinsch

Under Secretary for

Export Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D.C.

Kenneth R. Timmerman quotes one
source as saying that the Chinese “are
even trying to purchase the $36 million
forge originally bought by Iraq before
the Gulf war.” He then writes: “Made by
West Homestead Engineering in
Homestead, Pennsylvania, this forge was
used to make the 16-inch guns for all the
Iowa-class battleships.”

Malcolm Muir has written a brief but
interesting history of the Iowas in which
he says that their 16-inch by 50 big guns
were all made as part of a World War 1
Navy expansion program that was put on
hold by the Washington naval arms limi-
tation treaty of the 1920s. The Navy had
ordered 150 of the guns, and 70 or so had
been completed before the freeze. These
were all made before 1922 and had been
in storage ever since.

It looks as if either Mr. Timmerman’s
source or Professor Muir has the wrong
information. Maybe the Chinese really
did want to buy a 75-year-old forge
press, but I doubt it.

—W.T. Furgerson
Louisville, Tennessee

Kenneth R. Timmerman replies:

I thank W.T. Furgerson for his comment
on the Iowa class battleships. Indeed, it
appears there has been a confusion. The
guns he is referring to are undoubtedly the
16-inch Mk2 and Mk3 guns originally
intended for the South Dakota (BB49)
class battleships and the Lexington (CC1)
class battlecruisers, which were laid down

in the early 1920s and subsequently dis-
continued. One of these guns can actually
be found today down at the Washington
navy yard. The forging press the Chinese
are trying to buy, however, was used to
cast the Mk7 guns that were used on the
Towa class battleships built during World
War II. These ships were retrofitted with
Tomahawk and Harpoon missiles starting
in 1983, and subsequently used off the
coasts of Lebanon and Iraq. China’s inter-
est in such a forge is simple: it is a unique
piece in the history of contemporary arma-
ment and has not been replicated since. If a
country wants to make 16-inch 50 caliber
guns, they would either have to buy the
Homestead, Pennsylvania forge or make a
similar one themselves. China’s attempt to
buy the forge suggests that the Chinese
navy is interested in building battleships as
part of its expansion program. The right
question, I believe, is whether the U.S.
wants to assist China in that effort.

I would have been disappointed had
“China Shops” not elicited a rejoinder
from Undersecretary of Commerce
William Reinsch. The Commerce
Department, as virtually the sole arbiter
of U.S. high-technology exports these
days, has long exercised a “Don’t ask,
don’t tell” policy regarding its own
actions, as Rep. Tom Lantos (D-Calif.)
pointed out in a September 1993 hearing
on U.S. exports to Iran.

During the Reagan and Bush adminis-
trations, Commerce did not always get
its way. At interagency meetings where
export licenses were discussed,
Commerce was frequently opposed by
the Pentagon, which argued against cer-
tain exports because of national security
concerns. In the current administration,
the Pentagon’s political leadership has
become as effective an advocate of U.S.
commercial interests as is the Commerce
Department. Unfortunately, no one is left
to argue the national security case any-

~more. This is what I have tried to do.

The issues raised by China’s purchase
of U.S. high technology are several. But
first, let me dispel one absurdity: I do not
believe, as Mr. Reinsch asserts, that “vir-
tually no dual-use goods should be
licensed for export to China.” I do believe
that there should be an informed debate
on the implications for U.S. national secu-
rity and our economic security of certain
exports to China, which the Commerce
Department has refused to enter into.

The Garrett engine, while initially

designed as a commercial gas turbine
engine, is being sold to power the K-8 mil-
itary jet trainer for the People’s Liberation
Army at a time when Congress is still
enforcing an embargo on arms sales to
China. China is developing the K-8 in con-
junction with Pakistan for export to other
Third World countries; Pakistan
announced recently it planned to sell the
K-8, equipped with a Garrett engine, to
Iran. I seriously doubt that the administra-
tion wants to be seen as helping to train

* the Iranian Air Force. But in the end, this

is the least of the problems with this sale.

Contrary to Mr. Reinsch’s assertion,
there have been numerous reports from
within the intelligence community on the
potential cruise missile applications of
the Garrett engines. These have been dis-
missed by Commerce, and deleted from
the file on the case forwarded to other
agencies for review. (Mr. Reinsch him-
self may not have seen these reports.)

I have just learned, in addition, that
Garrett Engine Co. and its parent,
AlliedSignal, have again approached the
administration to inform them of their
intention to sell the production technolo-
gy for these engines to China-—some-
thing the Commerce Department still
denies. This is the real concern, not the
sale of a few dozen aircraft engines; sell-
ing the production technology would
give the Chinese the ability to adapt the
engines to a future cruise missile design.
Mr. Reinsch understands this, but is
apparently convinced that technology
transfer is not at issue in this sale. It is.

Another issue raised by the sale of
acrospace production equipment to China
is whether the United States government
wants to sponsor’ and subsidize the cre-
ation of a full-fledged aerospace industry
in China, which in a very short order will
compete with Boeing and McDonnell
Douglas here in the U.S. If the U.S. did
not approve the sale of cheap, used (but
high quality) machine-tools to China, as it
is currently doing, the Chinese would
have to spend approximately ten times the
amount to purchase similar tools new
from a foreign supplier.

Finally, I would like to applaud the
editors of The American Spectator for
allowing me to pursue this investigation
unhampered by political considerations.
This has not been the case with other
news organizations. When I conducted a
similar investigation on Chinese high

(continued on page 74)
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Regnery Publishing
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maximize profits on our backlist and classics
lines, as well as pitching in on editing of the front
list. Must have superb manuscript editing skills
and a flair for repackaging and marketing liter-
ary, philosophical, religious, and conservative

classics. Send resume and salary history to:

Richard Vigilante

Executive Editor
Regnery Publishing
422 First Street SE; Washington, DC 20003

No phone calls please.

mm EDUCATION/INSTRUCTION R

TEACH YOUR CHILD TO READ THIS SUMMER!
Phyllis Schlafly’s First Reader phonics program.
Comprehensive, easy to use. Only $79.95.
Moneyback guarantee. VISA/MC. 800-222-2282.

OUTCOME EDUCATION UPSETTING? Self-
Esteem emphasized too much? For information: 1-
900-775-4778.

BECOME A MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTIONIST. HOME
STUDY. FREE CAREER LITERATURE. P.C.D.L.,
ATLANTA, GEORGIA. 800/362-7070 DEPT. YYG147.

LEARN TAX PREPARATION. APPROVED HOME
STUDY. FREE CAREER LITERATURE. P.C.D.I,
ATLANTA, GEORGIA. 800/362-7070 DEPT. TPG147.

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE.
Recorded Message Gives Details 1-303-635-2795
ext. 104.

4 WORLD NEWS MONTHLY
@ INTERMEDIATE SPANISH
Q| € GLOSSARY IN EVERY ISSUE
VXY € FREE GRAMMAR GUIDE W/ ORDER

4 $25 PER YEAR
/7 | ALsO: GERMAN QUARTERLY: $18/YR

EDUCATIONAL NEWS SERVICE'

Box 60478-AMSP, FLORENCE, MA 01060

Erbenone 1-800-600-4494

M EDUCATION/INSTRUCTION Nl

FIRST READER® phonics reading system, by
Phyliis Schiafly. Call 1-800-445-READ.

I BUMPER STICKERS I

WHITEWATER-THIS TIME INHALE. $2.50,
Keltey, P.O. Box 148, Linden, VA 22642.

UNIVERSITY DEGREES Without Classes!
Accredited Bachelor's, Master's, Doctorates. Job/Life
Experience Recognized. Free Revealing Facts.
Thorson-AS3, Box 470886, Tulsa, OK 74147.

EEER BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
WE JOINT VENTURE 900#s CHEAP (503) 838-3941.

SALES-$3000 + month. No experience required,
open territory. 1-800-699-6099 ext. 12230.

EXPLOSIVE NETWORKING OPPORTUNITY.
Sell Precious Metals, Numismatic Coins, Precious
Stones. Extremely Lucrative. 1-509-747-0532.

PERSONAL COMPUTER OWNERS. Eam thousands.
FREE report. 100 best ways. C.K.E.AA,, P.O. Box
48420, Mpls., MN 55448.

NEW 1995 VEHICLES: We pay to buy our way!
$800 Down, $75 Monthly. No Credit, Loans or
Leases required. Send SASE to: Success Systems,
Box 300, Norfork, AR 72658.

COMMON SENSE CAN NOW BE TAUGHT!
Breakthrough report explains the basis of common sense.
Marketing plan shows you how to make huge profits
giving this information to others. Send  $10 for the report
and details. RHV, P.O. Box 36, Savage, MN 55378.

Want Your Own Business?
Full or Part Time!
Available NOW for the Flret Time.
GEDs Plain Language Guids to.....Pay Per Call!
For FREE Inf: fon Fax N Add

and Fax# to: GED Foundation inc.
Fax# 1-602-451-3485 Or send Name end

Add

to: GED F dation Inc.
P.O.Box 2246 Peoria, Az 85380 dept A

SN REAL ESTATE S

PropMan, property management for IBM-PCs. Fully
functioning evaluation copy, $5. (818)570-1071.

NORTH IDAHO CONNECTION. Land and homes in
the Sandpoint area. Call Bill Jackson, agent. 1-800-
801-8521.

ABSOLUTELY COLORADO. Privacy tucked
among 35 acres of stately pines, majestic Sangre
de Cristo mountain views, $52,000.00 with terms.
Call Ed at LPI 1-800-495-2526.

I BUMPER STICKERS I

PERSONAL BUMPER STICKER. $5 plus 10¢ per
letter, $2 each thereafter. RHA, Box 91, Piedra,
CA 93649.

Conservative American [T e

fe2eTa 2120171 MoV MTAMMN History rejects Socialism.

oIy Be thankful...

swim out to it! ..your mother chose life!

5 TEN REASONS WHY

Earth First! st
[We'll log the other planets later.}

The Ten Commandments

IN COLOR $3ea. 3/36 10/$12 20/$20 (cash, check, or m.o.) to:
SPO 4742 Liberty Rd. South Suite 143 Salem, OR 97302

ANTI GUN CONTROL BUMPER STICKERS,
$2.50. DMG, 6324 27th St., Sacramento, CA 95822.

“PRESERVE THE CONSTITUTION,” “PATRIOTS
PREPARE"-Vinyl Bumper Stickers. American Flag
Design. $2.00 each, $8/5, $12/10. Cash, Check, M.O. to:
ROCKCONS, 3544 3rd., Wyandotte, MI 48192,

77§ BUMPER STICKERS E7IEPSIY ()

WAl AMERICA'S | | RESTORE The CONSTITUTION

Wi REAL ENEMY IS nd You'l RESTOR: Th: Copme
“Edwcation”?

[TTT] GLOBALISM!
Ovicome-Based
THE “OUTCOME™ IS IGNORANCE!!

UDEMOCRACY™ 1 SOCALISM!,
are A REPUBLIC!

ASK FOR OUR COMPLETE LIST WITH YOUR ORDER
© 1995 RAPID PRESS, P.0.BOX512-AS, COLUMBIA, M0 65205

IS PUBLICATIONS IS

Media Bias? The TORCH has the facts. Write 11956
Bernardo Plaza Dr. #216, San Diego, CA 92128 for
free copy. Electronic: 72317.3505@compuserve.com.
(619) 736-1085.

Express YOUR views! LOOSE CANNON. Talk radio
in print. Voices from the “radical” middle. 12 issues.
$25. 1-800-662-9607.

ABUNDANT LIFE—The newsletter dedicated to the
research and study of pro-ife issues. 6 issues annually.
$20 per subscription. Free sample available. P.O. Box 10,
Millersburg, lowa 52308.

FREEDOM UNDER GOD? WHAT IS REALLY IN
THE BILL OF RIGHTS? Study your own beautifully
prepared copy. $14.95 limited offer. Plumm Press,
9503 Bentbrook Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46250.

immontal Combat: A Call for the Formation of the
Christian Political Party, $10. The Salt and the Light,
13 Dixon Court, Queensbury, NY 12804. Organizing
Convention July 15-16, 1995, Washington, DC, details
518-793-0368. ;

The Right Guide
1995

CAN YOU MATCH CEO & SALARY?

not in correct order

1. Edward Crane, III (Cato Inst.) a) $122,556
2. Christopher DeMuth (AET) b) $111,507
3. Edwin Feulner (Heritage Found.)  ¢) $161,593
4. John Goodman (NCPA) d) $430,158
5. Wayne LaPierre, Jr. (NRA) e) $329,560
6. Ralph Reed (Christian Coalition)  f) $173,881

The most complete guide to conservative and
free-market organizations, Lists over 3,400
organizations. 831 groups are profiled in-
depth. Includes: mission, accomplishments,
financial information, personnel, newspaper
citations, e-mail address, publications and
more. Highest quality reference available.

484 pages, clothbound.
$49.95 (includes UPS delivery)
Economics America, Inc.
612 Church St., Ann Arbor, MI 48104

Visa or MasterCard call =800= 878-6141
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I BOOKS I

REFUTE LIBERALS! HANDBOOK. $4.00.
Showdown, P.O. Box 246512, Sacramento, CA 95824

NN MERCHANDISE m—

ULTRA HIGH POWERED ADULT AIR RIFLES
(800 F.P.S.). $49.95 1-800-644-3321.

BUILD YOUR OWN MUTUAL FUND. Dividend
Reinvestment Report, Information (303) 592-
5465.

WANTED non-sub Publisher for PinC exposé-type
documented WWII espionage work. LB Lit.
Agency, 8417 Berkley Rd. NW, Calgary AB T3K
1B5 Canada.

BILL & HILLARY JOKE BOOK. 100’s of Jokes &
Stories! Now PLUS the FREE book Moral
Sayings of WJC. $9.95+ 2.75 H.I.S. San-dal’
Publications, P.O. Box 1215, Cave Junction, OR
97523. VISA/Mastercard 1-800-592-6477.

WHERE’'S RUSH? Always know with the
RUSHFINDERT),, RADIO DIRECTORY! No more
dial twisting to find Rush! Great for Dittohead
travelers! $5.95 to Alpha Productions, 544
Nashville Pk., #200, Gallatin, TN 37066.

BILL-LIMMERICKS & BILL-EMIA. A Rush to
Judgement in Verse. You decide! If This Book or Bill
Clinton is worse. IRREVERENT CLINTON SATIRE!
Poems to keep you UP and BILL DOWN. Cures
Billemia in two days! Send $3.00 plus $1.00 postage
to Yard Dog Publishers, 21 Circle M Lane, Picayune,
MS 39466.

AUTHORS WANTED

Leading subsidy book publisher seeks manuscripts of
all types: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, scholarly, juve-
nile and religious works, etc. New authors welcomed.
Send for free 32-page illustrated bookiet H- 80

Vantage Press, 516 W 34 St., New York, NY 10001

I"America's biggest selection of 1

Bargain |
Books |

] FREE CATALOG offers thousands of [
I publishers’ overstocks, remainders, im- I
ports and reprints. SAVE UP TO 80%
on yesterday's best sellers to titles
you never knew existed. Over 40 sub-

l ject areas: Politics, History, Biography, l
l Philosophy, Literature, Travel andl

more, starting at $3.95. Write:

HAMILTON 1

L Box 15-34, Falls Village, CT 06031

I MERCHANDISE IS

HILL-BILLY POLITICS—Clinton Collectibles. Free
Brochure. HBP, 18032-C Lemon Drive, Yorba
Linda, CA 92686-3383AS.

BILL CLINTON PHOTO GOLFBALLS. $9.95 /
Sleeve or $27.95 / Dozen inc. S&H. 1-800-239-6034.
Visa/Mastercard. FREE Brochure.

WEAR YOUR COLORS. Custom T-Shirts and
pillows. Volume discounts. 800-276-1118.

WHITEWATER COLOGNE—It stinks! but you'll
love the “instructions.” Rush $12.97 (or $21.97/2)
to Whitewater Cologne, Box 871, Miami, FL
33116. More? Fax (305)447-9277.

TEN DIFFERENT ORIGINAL RONALD REAGAN
POLITICAL BUTTONS for $29.95 ppd. Great
collectors item. Buttons, P.O. Box 406, Franklin, KY
42135. To charge, call 502-843-0183.

WHITEWATER DOLLARS (RTC coverup note),
CLINTON DOLLARS (This bill is worthless),
HILLARY DOLLARS (In socialized medicine we
trust). Hillarious play money. Pass out to friends
or at parties. $4.95 for 50 notes. Please specify
type of note. Combo pack $13.50 for all three.
Send check or MO to: TMM, Inc., P.O. Box
862617, Los Angeles, CA 90086-2617.

I MERCHANDISE IR

-Shirts $14

100% Pre-Shrunk Cotton,
color: black, Jerzees
SIZE: S, M, L, XL, XXL

Bumper Stickers $2
Coffee Mugs $9

Includes shipping.

(CA Res.: add sales tax)
Mail orders and check or M/O payable to:
SYNCOMM, P.O. Box 1781, Santa Monica,
CA 90406. Retailers call 310/305-0401

Find out what the rest of the world is saying. Hear
news, tatk and entertainment in English from the BBC
World Service, G " M A lia, Japan and
dozens of other world broadcasters.

GRUNDIG ,
Yacht Boy 400 - —
"Best compact shortwave portoble
we have tested.” — Passport to
Workd Band Radio » PUL synthesized
# tuning * Confinuous SW coveroge
/| (1.6—-30 MHz) plus LW, MW and FM
Stereo © SSB capable * 40 memory
channels » Clock, fimer and olorm  Gilfer Price: $ 199,95

Y Political Ballss¥

Y% Doz.
“The HillBillarious Golf Ball”

Or Mail Check/MO to: Great Gift Ideal
Political Balls 2 Visa/MC/AMEX
PO Box 5745 (+$4.2 S&H)
Lacey, WA 98503 WA Residents add 7.9% tax

Individually Boxed ¢ Mix & Match Allowed

functi List price: $249.95. |+ $6.00 s&h; NJ residents add 6%)
Many other models available from:

SONY Panasonic LOWE
KENWOOD fcom YAESU

Send $1 for our catolog of radios, books and accessories! |

G/LFER

SHORTWAVE
America's Oldest Shortwave Centerl
52 Park Avenue * Park Ridge, NJ 07656

ORDERS: (800) GILFER-1
NJ & Technical: (201) 391-7887
Fax: (201) 391-7433

EEEEENNE FURNITURE B

DISCOUNTED NAME BRAND FURNITURE.
SHIPPED ANYWHERE. KAGAN'S FURNITURE,
HIGH POINT, NC 1-800-801-8921.

I MISCELLANEOUS N

ACTION HELP AMERICA. Call 1-900-443-8205.
$1.59 min., four min. max., avg. $4.77, 18+. Fix
Services, Richardson, TX Customer Service 214-
235-6197.

IGRATION HURTS EVERYONE!

100% Cotton Pre-shrunk
lgeavycwelghf Tee-aql‘ﬂs
4 COLORS SILKSCREENED ON BLACK

Send 17.50Egstcge Check
orMosnevyOr payubpg%:

CRASH GEAR; PO BOX 606 A%:
TIMES SQUARE STA. N.Y, NY 10108

it's “The Little First
Lady With Megalomania” !
plus Taxman * The Chipwonks

* He Gets Around ° Lie-a-lot
and 7 more great parodies by Paul Silhan

You’ve heard several on your favorite
national radio talk show - now get
them a/l/ on one hilarious cassette:

"fn? $9.95 . s2005

{for NY deliveries, add your sales tax)
To order send check or money order to:
NOTEWORTHY PRODUCTIONS
BOX 455 « RIDGE, NY 11961

or call I-SOO-PARODIES

(1-800-727-6343)

NYS residents % add 5.25’3% sales tax
el R
P e e g

N ™\
{4 TaLx RaDIO FANS

Never Miss Your Favorite Talk
Radio Shows Again
Our quality long-play audio voice recorders

record continuously for up to 4 hours
on each side of ordinary cassette tapes!.

Deluxe desk model with AM/FM Stereo

Radio, a 4-hour Long-Play Reco:der

& Precision Digital Timers Combined!

Basic LP models available from $89.99.
Please call for details or information by mail.

1-800-872-3578

cordex 8925 Terrace Plaza - Suite A5 Tampa, FL 33615

f
| Re

Classifieds continued —

The American Spectator June 1995

73



I MISCELLANEOUS N

CIGAR HUMIDOR PLANS, holds 200, $12.95,
CCHK: WCI, 103 Woodrow, St. Clairsville, OH 43950.

WHO NEEDS THE CAPITAL GANG when there’s a
Northern Virginia Discussion Group! For details:
NVDG, P.O. Box 10576, Burke, VA 22009.

SAVE 20-60% ON YOUR GROCERY BILL. Great
for Sale Promotions and Fund Raiser. Ideal for gifts
or for individual use. Call 1-800-466-9222 (1552).

IR PERSONALS N

BEAUTIFUL EDUCATED FILIPINAS! Living in
America and around the World. Particulars (813)
576-2629.

JAPANESE WOMEN! PCC, 110 Pacific #208—JX,
San Francisco, CA 94111. (816) 942-1668.

BEAUTIFUL EAST EUROPEAN LADIES 16-40
desire marriage/friendship. Free photo catalog.
ACWP, Box 220943, Chantilly, VA 22022-0943.

RUSSIA-SCANDINAVIA-BRITAIN-USA, etc.:
Worldwide introductions for friendship, romance,
marriage. Scanna Int'l (since 1980), POB 4-AS,
Pittsford, NY 14534. (800)677-3170.

ASIAN WOMEN DESIRE ROMANCE! SUNSHINE
INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE, Box 5500-
HE, Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96745-5500. (808) 325-7707.

THAI-ASIAN-WORLDWIDE LADIES DESIRE
correspondence, lifemates. Free Brochure.
TAWL, Box 937(AN), Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96745-
0937. 1-808-329-5559.

ATTRACTIVE ORIENTAL LADIES seeking
correspondence, marriage. Dignified presentations
since 1984. Asian Experience, Box 1214TR, Novato,
CA 94948. (415) 897-2742.

ANGEL SOUGHT between 18-25 who believes that
spiritual and physical beauty can only be preserved by
adhering to the rigoristic holy concept of marriage of the
Prophet Jeremiah found in Plato’s Laws VIl 839-842.
To qualify see Lev. 21:13 and only Old Testament
Believers or Jewish. Reply to: Box FE, c/o TAS
Classifieds, P.O. Box 549, Arlington, VA 22216-0549.

BEAUTIFUL BRITISH LADIES seek friendship,
romance & marriage with American gentlemen! All
ages! Free details: ENGLISH ROSE INTRO-
DUCTIONS, (Dept. ASP), 24 Cecil Square, Margate,
Kent CT9 1BA, ENGLAND. TEL/FAX: 01144-1843-
290735 {24 HRS].

“» MEET LATIN LADIES !

.Of Central & South America thru correspon
dence ! Beautiful, traditional & marriage-minded.
Photos, Videos, & Group Tours. Single men anly.
FotaBrochure $9 or call (713) 896-9224

FREE 32 page photo catalog from
America’s most respected
correspondence service since 1974.

CHERRY BLOSSOMS

1980AN Rainbow Ridge

Kapaau, Hawaii 96755
1-408-980-7488

MOVING? |

TAS Address Changes Made Easy! |
1. Please write your new address in the|
space provided.
2. Attach the mailing label from your I
most recent issue.
3. Return this form to us at the address
listed below.

— That's all there is to it. —
Just be sure to allow six weeks for
your change to take effect.

The American Spectator
Subscriber Service
P.O. Box 657, Mt. Morris, Illinois 61054

(Please attach address label here.)
IMPORTANT
Allow six weeks for address change.

3 Renew my subscription for
one year (twelve issues—$35)
O Payment enclosed [ Bill me later

Name (Please Prin):
Address:
'City'
|State: Zip:

lbate of change:

S |

| il

jCLASSIFIED ORDER FORM|

I Rates: $4.50 per word (10 word |
minimum) [+$15 extra per ad for TAS l
blindbox number if desired.],

classified display ads: 1 column wide
(2-1/4") by length desired to purchase:
$225—1 inch; $425—2 inch; $595—3
inch (maximum 3").

o Pre-payment required for all ads.

(Other restrictions may apply.)

Special Discount Offer:
Pre-pay for 3 ads and get a 4th ad free!

Enclosed is: $ for insertions.

i
]
|
|
|
i
i
|
|
|
|
i
|
Ad Classification: |
|
|
1
|
1
|
]
|
|
i
|
|
|

{Please Print)
ame:

Address:
City:

State: Zip:

Phone:

The American Spectator

I Classified Department

| P.O. Box 549, Arlington, Virginia

l 22216-0549

l 9506
L

Send ad copy with payment and this form to: ¥

CORRESPONDENCE
(continued from page 71)

technology purchases in the United
States for a major national publication
last year, the editors of that publication
caved in to pressure from Commerce and
State and killed the story entirely. They
did so in response to a letter sent by an
assistant secretary of commerce, in
which the official complained of my line
of questioning during a background
interview. While some readers might
find such a crude attempt to influence the
press to be improper, as a journalist I
find the response of the mainstream edi-
tors even more astonishing, since it sug-
gests that when given the choice between
a cozy relationship with the administra-
tion and investigative reporting critical
of the administration, they will choose
the easy path.

What’s Owed the Veteran?

In “Errors of Commission” (TAS, April
1995) David Frum says that “entitle-
ments” include “veterans’ compensa-
tion.” If by that statement he includes
military retirement, he couldn’t be more
wrong.

Military retirees receive pay based
solely on longtime service and perfor-
mance. It is not a giveaway, any more
than a civilian’s retired pay, and should
not be means-tested to justify it. l

By law (37 U.S.C. 101 (25)), the mili-
tary equivalent of civilian salary is called
regular military compensation (RMC)
and is composed of basic pay as well as
food and housing allowances. Twenty-
year retired pay is actually 34 percent of
the average 20-year RMC, which will
decrease to 25 percent in 2006 under the
Military Retirement Reform Act of 1986.

For this, military service demands
great personal and family contributions
that cannot be put in monetary terms.
They include hazardous duty, family sep-
arations, frequent moves, forfeiture of
personal freedoms, unpaid overtime, and a
forced mid-life career change. What other
employer imposes such conditions?

—James E. Murphy
Ridgecrest, California

David Frum replies:

Military retirement, like Social Security,
Medicare, and welfare, is a program
whose costs are determined by the num-
ber of people who are eligible for it, and
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not by a specific congressional appropri-
ation. That’s what makes a program an
entitlement—whether the money is mer-
ited or not.

Re UNITA

Foreign Editor Michael Ledeen’s com-
ments on Angola in your April issue can
not withstand close scrutiny (“Africa
Goes South,” TAS, April 1995). He is
content to repeat left-wing canards about
the UNITA leader and presidential candi-
date, Jonas Savimbi. His claim that “Jonas
Savimbi decided he’d rather fight on than
accept electoral defeat,” while often
repeated, is patently untrue. In point of
fact, there was no war in Angola until the
dos Santos government launched coordi-
nated attacks against UNITA facilities in
Luanda on October 31, 1992, using heli-
copter gunships and tanks.

Crack government troops, known
locally as Ninjas because of their dark
uniforms, murdered the UNITA Vice
President Jeremias Chitunda, a U.S.-
trained mining engineer, the party
Secretary General Alicerces Mango and
Elias Salupeto Pelia, the UNITA repre-
sentative to the Joint Political Military
Commission, who were in the capital
negotiating an interim arrangement for
the period leading to a constitutionally
mandated presidential runoff election.
An additional 20,000 people, according
to church sources, were massacred in the
Luanda area alone in a two-week period
solely on the basis of their ethnic origins
and political affiliations.

Nevertheless, the war still did not
become generalized until the first week
in January 1993 when government troops
and armed civilians attacked UNITA
offices and supporters in widely dis-
persed cities and towns across the coun-
try. MPLA and UNITA coexisted in these
urban areas for two whole months after
the pogroms in Luanda. The unprovoked
January attacks led to the full-scale
resumption of the war.

Mr. Ledeen fails to inform his readers
that the UNITA president formally accept-
ed the results of the legislative elections in
a letter to United Nations emissary
Marrack Goulding on October 17, 1992,
“in the interests of preventing war.” But
UNITA and seven other political parties
still considered them “rife with fraud and
irregularities.” The then—United Nations
special representative in Angola, Margaret
Anstee, declared the elections “generally

free and fair” on the same day before an
in-depth investigation could take place.
However, not all U.N. staffers agreed. An
internal U.N. report dated October 16,
“Summary of Findings of the Provincial
Investigative Committees on the Conduct
of the Elections,’”’ concluded: “It may
generally be concluded that there were
irregularities discovered in the electoral
process, which could have affected the
overall outcome of the voting. In some
cases, the volume of votes lost or gained
by each candidate could, taken nationally,
be significant [sic] as to distort the final
results.”

The description of the UNITA elec-
toral campaign as based on “intimida-
tion, xenophobic and anti-Western dia-
tribes” is simply not true. Mr. Ledeen
should present documentary evidence to
support this baseless claim.

Finally, your foreign editor failed to
reveal important information about the
unelected Angolan president, Jose
Eduardo dos Santos, whom he describes
as “a charming and talented man,” albeit
someone who “does not seem to have the
grit, vision, and charisma to lead Angola
out of the hellhole into which it has fall-
en.” Mr. Ledeen has said on more than
one occasion that he considers dos
Santos “a personal friend.”

.—Jardo Muekalia

UNITA Representative

Free Angola Information Service
Washington, D.C.

Michael Ledeen replies:

As one of those people who spent a great
deal of energy and passion supporting
Jonas Savimbi, and who has long had
many personal friends among the ranks of
UNITA, I am amused that Mr. Muekalia
has confused me with advocates of the
MPLA. I have no doubt that the elections
wouldn’t pass muster outside Cook
County, but I also have no doubt that the
MPLA got more votes than UNITA. Like
many of UNITA’s friends, I hoped that
Savimbi would swallow his pride and lead
the opposition in a new parliament, but he
chose to fight instead.

My information on UNITA’s election
campaign comes from first-hand obser-
vation, interviews with U.N., U.S.,
African, and European officials and busi-
nessmen, and occasional hours listening
to UNITA’s radio broadcasts. I am not
the only person shocked and disappoint-
ed by the tone of the campaign.

I have no intention of getting involved
in the fruitless game of deciding who
started what after the elections. The fact is
that, as I said, both sides bear a heavy bur-
den for the continued destruction of what
should be one of Africa’s richest coun-
tries. A pox on them both. '

Jan Karski
Joshua Muravchik’s review of Karski
(TAS, April 1995) triggers memories of
one of the true heroes of World War 11
and a truly unforgettable teacher. It omits
mention of one of the ironies of Karski’s
life. Having dared and survived repeated
wartime passage through both Nazi and
Communist military lines, albeit with
capture and torture by both, Karski suf-
fered the final indignity of being mugged
right in the District of Columbia. It took
place near Lincoln Park as I recall, in the
late 1960s. You could look it up. But it
never seemed to dim his enthusiasm for
his adopted country.
—William C. Chapman
Captain, U.S. Navy (Retired)
Atlantic Beach, Florida

A Russia in Our Future

Praise, praise, and more praise for Jonas
Bernstein’s excellent article “Is Boris
Good Enough?” (TAS, March 1995). It
was a brilliant analysis of the state of
affairs in Russia. The article reinforced
my conviction that by the twenty-first
century, Russia will once again become a
totalitarian state and a possible threat to
the United States.

One must remember that the idea of
democracy is an alien concept in Russia,
where totalitarian governments have
dominated the political landscape for
centuries. Therefore it is hardly surpris-
ing that the Yeltsin regime would follow
in the footsteps of its Soviet (and
Czarist) predecessors; the promise of
democracy notwithstanding.

—Joseph L. Monzione
Bloomfield, New Jersey

Make My Week
Mr. Pleszczynski’s use of the word
“sniveling” in his article “Atlas
Shrugged” (TAS, April 1995) made my
week! I am still smiling about it as 1
write this letter. Thank you for fine arti-
cles and great use of words. God’s
Blessings.
—Thomas P. McHugh
Irmo, South Carolina
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CURRENT WISDOM

Syracuse Herald American
To the advice column of an honored
American daily, the Hillary Rodham
Clinton of greater Syracuse pens a bold
bull:

Dear Pat: My therapist has encouraged me
to write you and share a ritual I conceived
of to celebrate my decision to lead a single
life. Next month I will be 30. Instead of
being depressed about hitting “the big 3-0,”
and being unmarried, which is something I
have decided against, I'm having a differ-
ent kind of wedding party. In front of close
friends, I plan to marry myself. I will ask
for their blessings, anticipating some will
read poetry, others may play a song on the
guitar, or read something they have written
especially for me. Then I will place a beau-
tiful jade band on my “ring finger,” sym-
bolizing my marriage to myself.

[March 5, 1995] .

Santa Barbara News-Press

Mr. Bryan Rosen makes his literary
debut in the correspondence section of
the illustrious News-Press, hoping to
“lift” the spirits of the homeless,
though he is apparently quite ignorant
of just how inspiriting a shot and a
beer can really be:

When people give money to help the home-
less, a high percentage of the time it’s used
for alcohol and cigarettes.

So giving money to the homeless is
likely to help them get into the hospital or
graveyard.

It’s better to give them food—healthy
organic food if possible. These people eat a
lot of junkfood, so nutritional food is
important.

It would be nice if health certificates
could be sold for the homeless. Persons
who want to help could give them to the
homeless for use at a health food store or
restaurant. There’s nothing like a delicious
fresh-squeezed juice, for example, to lift up
a person’s spirits.

[January 16, 1995]

Dutton
(Division of Penguin USA)
Advance notice of a new novel every
Clintonite will want to read before Our
President and his lovely wife Bruno
are extradited to Arkansas:

A star-struck young boy from the wrong
side of the tracks shakes the hand of
President John F. Kennedy, and his feet are
firmly set on the political path. A hand-
some young man full of burning ambition
seeks the nation’s highest office, vowing to
create a new Camelot . . . But a scandal
from his past threatens to topple his
promising presidential bid.

Sound familiar? In SPECIAL RELA-
TIONSHIP, by Robyn Sisman (Dutton;
August 21, 1995; $22.95), political golden
boy Jordan Hope, favored candidate for the
Oval Office, is faced with a hitherto
unknown souvenir from his time in
England as a Rhodes scholar: a twenty-
year-old son.

Tom Hamilton is caught up in the usual
undergraduate concerns—his car, his girl-
friend, his courseload—when a chance dis-
covery throws his paternity into question,
and his life into turmoil. Tom bears an
uncanny resemblance to Jordan Hope; his
mother, a successful literary agent, con-
cealed his illegitimacy from him; has she
lied about his parentage as well?

For Annie Hamilton, Tom’s accusations
are a shock of the worst kind: she is happily
married, with two other children—and a
devoted husband who thinks he fathered all
three. Annie has spent twenty years guarding
her secret, and now her private life may be
turned into lurid tabloid headlines . . . with
the American elections only six days away.

Robyn Sisman deftly evokes both the
frenzied tumult of a modern Presidential
campaign, and the more innocent political
passions of the generation that came of age
in the sixties. SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP is a
compelling first novel that explores the tan-
gled structure of a modern family, and asks
whether it’s possible to resuscitate an old
love . . . or whether one should.

[March 1995]

Publishers Weekly
An urgent correction in the pages of
PW, lest readers get off on the wrong
foot:

Correction: The review of John Gray’s
Mars and Venus in the Bedroom
(Nonfiction Forecasts, Mar. 20) erred in
stating that the book lacked a discussion of
safe sex. The reader is referred to pages 9
and 10 in the Introduction.

[April 10, 1995]

Santa Cruz County Sentinel
A Politically Correct leftie aboard
Politically Correct transportation com-
mits a capitalism in a public place:

A Santa Cruz Action Network official and
14 other people were arrested in a police
prostitution sting Saturday, police said.

The arrests came during a 10.5 hour oper-
ation in the Beach Flats and Lower Ocean
Street areas of Santa Cruz, with plainclothes
cops playing the roles of prostitute and cus-
tomer, police Sgt. Steve Clark said.

John Robbins, the 27-year-old program
coordinator for SCAN, was arrested after
he offered a female police officer $22 for a
sex act, according to a police report. Police
allege he rode his bicycle up to the officer
in the 600 block of Riverside Avenue about
9:30 p.m. and propositioned her.

Robbins said Sunday that the arrest was
“one of those situations in your life when
you feel terribly embarrassed.”

“I am very remorseful and apologize to
anyone I’ve affected in the community for
this,” he said.

City Councilman Mike Rotkin, a founder
of the progressive political organization
which has fielded several successful City
Council candidates, said Robbins’ arrest like-
ly won’t have much impact on the group.

“To be honest, SCAN has never really
represented itself as a moralistic organiza-
tion,” Rotkin said.

“It doesn’t quite face the same crisis as
other, right-wing groups do when some-
thing like this happens,” he said.

[March 27, 1995]
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