A report from the ground up, where tensions
| ?. | between the U.S. military and the Coalition
e Prowsmnal Authority mirror those between

?;the Pentagon and the State Department.
BY CARLTON SHERWOOD

FTER A BRAIN-NUMBING RACKET OF A FLIGHT, the Air National Guard C-130 cargo
plane suddenly banked one wing almost perpendicular to the ground, plum-
meting hundreds of feet in seconds. The maneuver was designed to dodge
surface to air missiles. On this day, mercifully, there were no missiles.
- Within minutes, the back ramp of the cavernous fuselage opened into the
" early morning heat and a sign could be made out: “Welcome to Baghdad
- International Airport.”
. I was part of a 15-member fact-finding group given full access to
. U.8. civilian and milifary leaders on the ground. Most of the group
.. were so-called “TV Generals,” or people you might see on the PBS
" NewsHour or Nightline—political appointees or policy advisers to
- previous White Houses. I'm a former newspaper and TV network
. investigative reporter, also a Vietnam veteran, agrunt Marine on
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GOOD MORNING,

BAGHDAD

I -f_the DMZ in 1968 when US: kIlled in actlon topped
30073, week and wounded were in the thousands,
myself among them.
AL Baghdad Aerort T couldn’t avoid a sense of
“déjavi The aerid mix of diesel fuel, Avgas and wood
Smoke from nearby houses hung in the stifling 115
3 1degre ‘air, then blended together in the helicopter
] prop: wash to'create a grlmy w1tches-brew “Sure -

o '_ smells and féels like Vietnain tomie,” T said toretired -

1 Col, Bﬂl Cowan,aFox News mllitaryanalyst and the :
o only other former Marlne on the trlp “Yeah * he -
e sald acombat zone” ;. S .
O Aswe flew .over Baghdad' as far as the hOI'lZOIl
- :Were TV satelhte

_-:_f 1mpoverlshed popu

- 1at on, the " Iraqis
g suffrctently. :
well- heeled ‘to ha
,m1ll1ons of TVs and.
-_the power to l1ght..'

Jammed Wlth peo-
P.ls_:--._.cars; -busss and.

able by the brlght :
“sorange - pamt inex- ok

'phcably slathered on- the reaI and front bumpers. -
But there Were new BMWs and Mercedes sedans
ppmg up aid down the boulevards as well. If this

chao s; there'were: 10 outward mgns

"",smoke TOSE A" couple hundred feet in the still air.
‘Later we learned it was UN. headquarters —anothér

__:newly trained Iragi- policeman who died for- hzs :
- efforts. Reality returris. Thisis'a combat zoné, .
‘L7 At the Coalition Prowsmnal Authority (CPA)

-met by the. CPA’s number. two, ‘Ambassador Pat g

: Kennedy, abooklsh mian;, ahd his aldes the only peo-
ple weafing suits: They ushered us into six, maybe - ..

seven hours of non-stop; detaﬂed bneflngs om :
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grave sites of genoc1de Victims, cnme'
rights, m111tary operatmns troop. morale e
security forces and creating promswnal and eonstl A P
"__tuttonal governments. Had I 'spent 18 hours in the ST P
-airjusttoparkinanair- cond1t1oned palace trylng to

" decipher - and mlhtary Gl

, acronyms‘? : ol

- dirhe into the. needs of h1s people Now _we Were.',;'-_.
told, many of thase services and systems were ator |
above pre-warlevels.” However, later that morning, .|
was 4 city caught in the- clutches of war, terror and':'. ~when I sought the Palace men s room I found that- '
- Off m the distance; -a’ column of thick black'- : s PR
125 foot tall granite heads of a 'owly, : BEE

sticide car ~bombing attempt thisone thwartedbya . '

-headquarters in Saddam s mairi Baghdad palace, the -
onewith the. goldplatedbathroomﬁxtures wewere .

1dent1fied by their hew blue’ unlform More than
-1,000 schools have been refurb1shed and }asses
resumed, textbooks cleansed: ofBa athist P opagan-' .
~da. Hospitals aré 'operatlonal again. and -miedical

everythmg from the terrorlsts Tew weapan - of-' - services are avallable to vu'tually all Iraqls even in 8

_chome homemade road s1debombs to the Baghdad e
‘sewer, water, and electric systéms, oil:production; :
banking and currency, religious factioiis, me ia and

commumnications, agr1culture educatlon, Inass'-_';-

dlplomahc blather

Saddam.

fequlpped and put onthe street; easﬂy

aw, human-'_ '_ =
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outlving regions that have never seen a doctor.
Interim governing bodies have been created with
great care taken to see that all religious and cultural
factions are represented— Shi’ites, Sunnis, Kurds,
Turkomen and Assyrians, The Coalition is “stand-
ing up” the new Iragi economy, establishing an oil
trust fund, promoting commerce -and business
opportunities and, since an estimated 30 percent of
all Iraqi currency is counterfeit, printing new
_"'money that will have legitimacy in and out of Iraq.

- U.S. military officials in Iraq, who tend to judge
: most things in numbers, have a simple answer for
why such “success stories” aren’t being covered by
the media. “During the war there |
were 450 reporters and news tech- F@? {N‘LE
nicians embedded in our unitsscat- | -
tered across Iraq,” one Army
briefer explained. “Today, there.i.
only about 50, nearly all here in -
Baghdad. Their joh, as theyseeit,is |
. to keep score, to count the casual- :

“about rebuilding bridges, restoring .
schools or reopening businesses.”
Weapons of Mass Destruction |-
are ‘another matter. While there -
was “evidence of the existence of
WMDs” in secret laboratories and
elsewhere around Iraq, our briefers -
said sheepishly: “No smoking gun -
vet.” Clearly, Saddam Hussein |
snookered nearly everyone with -
the threat that he had weapons of |-
mass destruction and was more
than willing to use them. And, just
. as-clearly, our intelligence failed to
‘accurately measure the top to bottom state of decay,
‘the utter shambles Irag had become. Perhaps asthe
argument goes in Baghdad, Saddam’ hlmself was
duped by subordinates. : :

- Coalition forces had been countmg on Saddam S -
former regime-loyalists to spill the beans on Iraq s

. weapons programs, perhaps even lead then tosome
of the caches. But none of those in custody for
‘moriths, people who designed and carried 6ut miost
.of Saddam’s genocidal orders, has given us & shred of
intelligence. Unspoken inside the room—soas notto

{ " "offend the sensitivities of State Department dlplo- _

. mats present—was the obvious questmn Why'

; - haven’t we used tried and true methods to extract

~ theinformation needed from these peo_ple, .__many of

| mpoverrshed
_-_popnia’tion the
| ties,little else. There’s nothing sexy - ;’ﬁraqre seem _ .
_._'?snfﬁuent v
well- heeied:‘t{}
hav’e millions
of TVs and the |
:-power to hght ___ﬁi-':
'_thsm up.

Whorn quahfy as war crithinals? As one of the former o
generals irour delegation remarked out of earshot -

of our CPA hosts: “Give me one.day, a little of -
. Baghdad’s electr1c1ty and the CPA won't be able to

shut those bastards up.”

inet itembers were not appreheiided, -
but  surrendered - following .days; :
“'sometimes weeks; of negotiations.
/- They ‘set conditions, like asylum-for -

their farmilies and, of course, their own care and S

treatment In ‘some cases, Saddany’s “henchinien

'demanded no handeuffs and at - S

least one:
" “addressed as “Your Excellency.”

zled Army. First-Sergeant ‘from .-
Chicago complained. “Even harsh
language ‘wasn’t “allowed. . These .

1 with the UN. running Traq again.” :
' Just about-everyone T talked

CUN. fiddled while Saddam slaugh=

* tered; at worst, they believe the

‘1 “UN.acted as his ally. They warit 0s

' 'to stay until they themselves can

.. ‘make sure nothing like him hap-".

pens agaiin. According to Baghdad

“ L CPA  and’ military officials, that
- “could tarii-out to-be a very long .

7250 have problems’ understanding, a "
const1tut10n,.equa1 justice,” first .amendmerit;
human rlghts laws and courts...

- while?” sald 4CPA briefer.

Itsa short drive from th.e CPA palace through a

maze of coriérete barriers to- the First Armored " - R

Division headquarters located in another ostenta--

~tious Sad_dam_palace this-one partially destroyed_by Ty
- a couple:pin-point bombing raids. The distance . |~

between the'civilian -and military command posts’. .
" mayhbe small but in terms of style and substance, the
- two are.wo! rlds apart ‘Where State Department-

- trained: CPA off1c1als aré circumspect, hesitantand. | -
" devoted'to the process; the military leaders we met--ml_
‘were dr_rect action- -oriented -and made no bones 1.

. about getting results, no matter what it takes. The ~ 1.~
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~ NFORTUNATELY, many of Saddaniscab< | -

insisted . on belng-:- -

. “Made me sick to watch,” a griz-" .

“ | ‘scum-bags- aren’t-going ‘to talk, | -
~..why should they? They hold out *.{. "
““long enough;. ‘probably getajob | o

- with inTraq was adamant thatthe . -

“:time, two'to five years. “The Ira‘q‘is I

dt's gomg to take a’ . L




s __':'cult'ﬁré clash was apparent, though'both sides made
; every efforttoveil it..

. .7 Brig. General Mart:lnDempsey, who commands
o the First Armored Division’s 35,000 troops in and
- around Baghdad, made clear his primary concern
-1 was for the lives of the men and women in his care.
|7 He. explamed that the “face” and tactics of the
".enemy Had changed, In June and. July, Saddam loy-
‘| --alists ‘and former members of the Republican
|~ Guard<Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld’s so-
| " called - “dead-enders”—
| ¢olumns with grenade launchers and rifles, Now .
.| religious fandamentalists, p0551bly from Syria and
‘| elsewhere outside Irag,along - .-
- 'with some Baghdad criminals, -~ -
| - were using remote-controlled -
“. 11 roadside bombs made from
- artilléry and mortar shells. -
{77 Before going into hiding, -
1. 'Saddam had ordered his jails -
1o opened, releasing some .
_ '-"40'000'prisoners among them--
.| - someof Iraq’s worst eriminals,
A7 _murderers and- rapists. Now,
| the military believed these
- .| men had.become “guns-for-
1. ‘hire;” paid guerrilla fightérs,
1" who, for $50 or $100, would be
. [+ more than willing to ambush
e Amerlcan troops At the same
|- time ‘the ~enemy . tactics
; changed however, individuals
) and citizens’ groups begant1p-
| - ping off the Army about pend~
| ing. attacks and directing On assignm
|- them- to"the would-be gun-
_~meén’s ‘hideouts. These- tips have saved countless
~Ameticanlives. This filled someof the gapinhuman
'ﬁintelhgence resulting from-the refusal of captured
. Saddam loyahsts to talk

the Arab world’s leading TV news -

© organizations, al-Jazeera and al- -
: . ~ Arabiya, notorious for their anti-

" Western slant to news coverage, were about to be'

B ':.;Z'lence against American troops and newly seated
| Iraqi officials. Privately, we were told the real rea-
' Z3_’_son_for the expulsions was that camera crews for
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-ambushed mechanized

115 degrees,

HILE AT GEN. DEMPSEY’S headquar- -
ters we also learned that two of -

expelled from Iraq for allegedly- encouraging vio-

BAGHDAD -

both satellite TV stations were starting to showup
at the scemes of terrorists: attacks before they-
occurred. The suspicion was they were paying the =
terrorists for the advance notice—in effect, paying
for the attacks. Alas, we learned that our CPA ..,
banned them from government offices and news'-_ :
conferences only for a month. A slap on the Wl‘ist o
Our military was not happy. : -
Ifthere is an arch-type for a modern generalin -
this era of nation-building, it is Army Major General ,
David Petraeus, commander of the vaunted 10ist "

.Airborne in the far northern reaches of Iraq: His~

“Screaming Eagles” were the soldiers who “sur- -

rounded -and - killed ‘the |
Hussein brothers; Uday -and .

Qusay, in late July. Petraeus’s: -
‘headquarters are located in - -
‘yet-another Saddam palice,
this one in Mosul, Iraq’s sec- -
-ond largest’ city.- o
. After fighting the war, -
“the 101st was assigned to this
Hard-scrabble region onthe

ZWithmiit ~instructions - or
“dpprovals  from ‘the CPA
‘headquarters, " Petraeus
‘claims, he tapped part of the

Saddam’s'stashes found scat- -
teted around-Iraq to revive - -
the local economy, “Moneyis - -
ammunition” he -says,” “and -
_ the ‘surest way I know ‘to
~ . make lasting friends, to earn -

trust and create peace is'by
providing meaningful jobs, putting people back to .-

-work so they can feed their families.” The 101st has =
- underwritten everything from sehiools and ‘play--

grounds and haspitals, toroad and bridge repairs; to -
reopening the first hotelin the region. Petrasus says

that, on his own, he traveled to Turkey and Syriato

trade Iraqi ol for sutplus electricity. While Baghdad -

- was still in the dark-with no phone service, Mosul

and the surrounding area weré lighted and connect-
ed. Petraeus was also among the first to set up inter-
im government counsels. -that - .included .
representation from the rehglous and ethnic fac-
tions in the area. e
This General’s attitude, Whlle an 1nsp1rat10n to’
his men and fellow officers, doesn’t sit well with the

borders of Syria and Turkey. |. =

‘more “than--$3" billion" of A
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CPA in Baghdad. This is not ancient Rome, All the
occupying military forces in Iraq are subordinate to
CPA head Paul Bremer and his army of suits and
ties. To the military, the CPA has come to stand for
“Can’t Provide Anything.” In many cases, the mili-
tary’s decisions are reversed by career State
Department wonks who rarely leave their air-con-
ditioned offices in Baghdad. The tensions between
the military and CPA in Iraq closely mirrors that of
the State Department and Pentagon in Washington,

§ FOR AMERICAN TV, everywhere I trav-
eled in Iraqg, in military division com-
£ mand centers, mess halls, CPA offices,
any place cable TV is available,. TFox
,,&, .News or ESPN Sports were tunedi 1n In
one Army division command center, thére was a
very tall Brit Hume up on the “big board” usually
reserved for maps. Nobody seems to like Peter
Jennings, Dan Rather, or Wolf Blitzer.

The TV wars too give a sense of de_;a vu. The
University of Maryland’s Program on International
Policy determined that “the more closely you fol-
lowed Fox, the more misconceptions you had” 1
wondered, where had they got their news? Maybe
al-Jazeera? When I returned from Vietnam follow-
ing the 1968 Tet offensive, still recovering. from

wounds, I knew we had just won the most :_in:lpor- '
tant, decisive battle of that war, decimating the

North Vietnamese Army and wiping out the South’s
Viet Cong. I was stunned by “news’ rep’c’»‘tt_s"" ‘that
claimed just the opposite. Everyone, even “the most
trusted man in America,” Walter Cronkite, said we
had lost the war. What had I missed? Did imorphine
play tricks with my head? In fact we had won those
battles. Unfortunately for America, many. of the

same forces that made the media spread disinfor-

mation about Vietnam now haunt Iraq. - "~

In Iraq as in Vietnam, presidential politics is

driving the news. This time, with a Republican in
the White House, the media are even more willing
to ignore victories in Iraq. The terrorists in the

Middle East know what our enemies in V1etnam--_'
discovered in 1968: they have no greater: allies than -
U.S. politicians with presidential asplratlons and :

‘their willing dupes in the press.

. .CPA and military officials alike Worry that' .
-sooner or later, there will be an incident—coordi- ~

nated car bombings or ambushes—that -will kil}

“dozens, perhaps hundreds of U.S. soldiersand, asa -

result, cause the American public to questionwhat

PHOTOS: WILLIAM V. COWAN

itis prepared to pay for a war it has already won.
We should have learned from Vietnam to be
wary -of politicians who, after sending young
Americans in harm’s way, question the right or
wrong of their being there. I vividly remember the
sense of | betrayal I feltin 1968 when, within days of
soundly defeating the Vietnamese Communists, the
architect of -the war, Defense Secretary Robert
McNamara, ‘resigned and President Johnson
announced ‘he would not run for re-election.
Political cowardice at home repaid courage and self- - |

sacrifice oni the battlefield. Iraqis not Vietnam. But - |-

in the end, many of the same political issues that
turned vu:tory into shameful defeat nearly four -
decadesagoare still present in Iragand Washlngton o
today,

Carlton SherWood a Pulitzer Prize-winning inves-
tigative | reporter s executive vice-president of the
W VC.S’—Group, headquartered in Reston, Virginia.

Ha's-on t'hefvﬁ.i.nﬁ'ing' ‘side.
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F of Babylon, of Israel’s Babylonian captivity, and of the Arabian

- rule over vastly more numerous southern Sh'ia Arabs, and Arabo- -
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: ODAY'S TRA{), THE BIBLICAL LAND OF UR, used to interest Americans . -
-;only as history and exotica—the Marsh Arabs at the mouth of the -
Tigris and Euphrates, north of the fabled location of the Gardenof .
4 Eden, above that Baghdad and Mesopotamia, the land of Abraham, -

- ‘Nights. There, in the third century B.c., Xenophon's 10,000 s
.Athenians fought the anabasis up the Euphrates Valley, through -

- the Kurds, and over to the Black Sea. After the Islamic conquestand -

‘the great Mongol invasion, the area was a sleepy part of the-

. Ottoman Empire, until Woodrow Wilson broke that up.-Modern

..~ Iraq was born of the Versailles settlement of 1919 that brought

- forth so many other botches.

- Tragwas not a good idea in the first place. American and British

. Wilsonians decided to re-create something like the Babylonian
Empire: Sunni Mesopotamian Arabs from the Baghdad area would

" phobe Kurds. Why the ruled should accept such an arrangement -~ -
" was never made clear. But before a local Mesopotamian ruler could
be found, the British made matters worse by “parachuting” in a for-
- eign imperial client. During the War, Britain had fought the Turks in
the Middle East largely through Lawrence of Arahia’s alliance with
the Hashemites—-descendants of the Prophet and traditional rulers




