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Dccfiuber, 1SG8, ho brouglit half the adiui-
r;ilty chicl's to :i nieetiiit;- of the Astronom-
ieal Society to support his sehomesfor oecii-
jn'iiiy- Antarctic stations. Tha t this thor-
ouL^lily misled irie, 1 readily admit. 

Your critic may l)e riglit in condemning 
Other Worlds than Ours, hut .seareely in 
extending his comhunnation to Other Suns 
tlian Ours, and adiling that " i t s contents 
contiiau thi- e\ il prognostic of its l i t h ' ; ' ' for 
though I ainuiunced tliree years ago my 
iiUention of writing .sucli a work, I have not 
yet liad leisure to complete it. Cannot 
your critic wait eyen till a work is written, 
before denouni-iug i t? 

In rejily to the question how often I have 
quoted IJiehter's dream, I may reply that 
1 have twice done so (in books), and this 
only because I could n(;t conveniently do so 
thrice or ol'teiier. 

KiciiAKD A. P E O C T O E . 

WoKTiiiNo, Ani/iint ; !1 , 1874. 

In some respects I\fr. I ' roctor lias not 
done the review to which he takes excep­
tion full justice : for example, wo did not 
state that his book on Sa turn was a " suc­
cess " 071 our own responsibility, hut re­
ferred to " the too candid biogrtiplier " as 
authority. In sereral of the sketches of 
Mr. I 'roctor 's life which ap])eared during 
his brief stay with us, the statement was 
made tha t the success of his early books 
iuductHl him to earn a large sum of money 
to pa>' certain debts, etc., Jiy writing similar 
works. All of Mr. I ' roctor 's friends will 
regret to learn that the too candid biog-
rapluu' was mistaken ; and we regret this 
still mort! as he himself tells us that the 
success of his bad books created a sale 
for his " m o r e so l id" ones, thus demon­
strating the existence of a vicious public 
taste. 

Wi th regard to the Astronomer lioy.al's 
views as to the selection of stations for ob­
serving the Transi t of Venus, wî  quote 
from a ri;]jort of an address made by him 
to the Koyal Astronomical Society on this 
subject (see Monthly Notices R. A. S., 
Feb . 1874, p. 176) : " 'I'he general ])rinei])le 
in the selection of these stations has been 
that no ptirty of astronomers should be sent 
to a sttition where there were no liuraaA 
beings, and where a boat could not land 
once in a month . " 

W e will not refer t o Mr. Proctor ' s idea 
of our views of his veracity further than 
to suggest that it lends no weight to his 
objections. 

His cliart of tliree Iiuudred and twenty-
four thousand stars we have ne\"er included 
among his popular works. 

Tlie menlioniiig oC Other Suns tli.'in 
Ours as a ])ublished book and as a bad 
book was an undoubted slip, for which Mr. 
Proctor has our aj)ology. Bu t in extenua­
tion, we submit tliat since 18CS Mr. I 'roctor 
has publish(>d at least tivitilij dilferent vol­
umes, and lli.at a striking ])eeuliaritv of 
many of these is that their titles are like 
the par ts of a Waltliam watch, " warranted 
mutually i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e ; " and however 
unsatisfactory this may be to J l r . Proctor, 
we confess that wi! lake grea t comfort iu 
the contemplation of the fact. 
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Dr . John Alzog, Professor of Theology at 
the University of Freiburg. Translated 
with Additions from tlio last ( ierman Ldi-
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Dodd and Mead, New York : W h a t 
might have been Expected. By Frank l i . 
Stockton. Il lustrated. — Captain William 
Kidd, and other Pirates . By John S. C. 
Abbott . 

E u r a l Homo Puhlishiiig Company, Eoch-
ester. New Y o r k : His Prison B a r s ; and 
the W a y of Escape. By A. A . Hopkins. 

Lee and Shepard, Bo.ston : Thurid , and 
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Fl iESCI I AND G K E M A N . ^ 

Among recent German publications the 
first number of a review which aims at 1)0-
ing the leading literary organ of the new 
empire certainly claims our attention. The 
number of periodicals, each of which con­
fines itself pre t ty closely to its own line of 
investigation, is as great in Germany as 
one would expect from the thoroughness of 
the investigators who contribute to them, 
and the vast variety of the subjects to which 
their attention is given. There are two or 
three papers or magazines reporting' the 
latest discoveries, and discussing the latest 
books in every branch of study. Li terary 
criticism has by no means gone begging, 
but there has been no organ which could 
stand as the vehicle of couimunieation be­
tween the best writers and those readers 
wlio demanded the latest results of study, 
without an ardent curiosity about the meth­
ods of investigation. This vacant place it 
is intended that the Deutsche Eundschan 
shall fill. I t is modeled after tlie admirable 
Eevue des Deux Mondes, being intended to 
contain short stories, l i terary and scientific 
essays, notices of new book.s, theatrical and 
musical news from both Berlin and Vienna, 
and a retrospect of the political news of the 
month. 

The first number contains a good list of 
articles from well-known writers. Auer-
bach and Theodor Storm contribute short 
stories. Anastasius Griin has a poem ; 
Heiurich von Sybcl an historical article on 
the Firs t Part i t ion of Poland ; Professor 
Cohn, of Brcslau, an article called Botan­
ical P rob lems ; I 'riedrich Kreyssig reviews 

Deittscke Rundschau. Ilerausgegeben von Jo-
Lics ltoDÊ BERQ. Etster Jahrgniig. Heft 1. Oeto 
l>er, 1874. Berlin. Verlag von GebiHider Paetel. 
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