THE GERMAN WOMAN

BY HUGO MUNSTERBERG

I

LasT year, on one of the first days
after I had arrived in Berlin, I took
part in a large meeting devoted to the
discussion of some problems of student
life. A committee of leading professors
had made a motion, and some of the
most influential men of Berlin spoke
warmly in its favor. Then a young
woman stood up and opposed it. She
spoke quietly but firmly. There was
strong objection to her arguments; elo-
quent speakers fought in favor of the
original motion. But the young woman
almost alone held her own, and soon
gained ground. When it finally came
to a vote, the majority followed the
banner of the young leader of the op-
position. There were only a very few
women in the whole assembly: it was
distinctly the influence of woman’s
oratory over a large group of im-
portant men. Twenty years ago that
would have been entirely impossible
in Germany. A young woman would
never have dared to take the lead in
such a momentous debate; and if she
had ventured to oppose acknowledged
leaders, her mere effort would have
been resented, and this resentment
would have swelled the other party.
I felt that a new time for the influence
of German women in public life had
come.

A few weeks later I had to make a
large number of appointments of secre-
taries, librarians, and so on, for the new
Amerika-Institut of the German Gov-
ernment. To all with whom I consulted

. it seemed from the start most natural

that I should appoint women, and, ac-
cordingly, I saw in my office scores of
candidates who applied for the various
positions. This gave me ample oppor-
tunity to become acquainted with the
social standing of those young women
who nowadays seek employment in
Germany, and every hour added to
my surprise at the greatness of the
change. Most of them came from
families which twenty years ago would
have considered it impossible for their
daughters to accept any paid positions
or to seek an independent life-activity.

At about the same season I began
my university lectures as Harvard
Exchange Professor, and when I saw
more than a hundred women students
scattered among the men in my lec-
ture-room, I could not help thinking of
my student days when one solitary
American woman was the spectacle
and the sensation in the lecture courses
which I attended in Leipzig. This re-
volution of affairs is most remarkable,
and yet to every one the new order
seems a matter of course.

Soon afterward I was present at a
great banquet at the seventieth birth-
day of a leading jurist. The best-known
professors of law made speeches, and
the celebrated guest of honor told in en-
thusiastic words how he had devoted
his life to the idea that one nation ought
to have one law. Then a young woman
arose with a champagne glass in her
hand. She brilliantly chose to interpret
the words of the speaker to mean that
the nation ought indeed to have one
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law only, that is, the same law for men
and women, and that the women must,
therefore, have the same rights as the
men in public life. In all my life in the
Fatherland I had never before heard
a woman making a toast at a public
dinner. :

A few weeks later I myself spoke
in the leading woman’s club in Berlin.
Who would have thought of women’s
clubs in Germany twenty years ago!
That night everything looked exactly
like a club in New York or Boston.
The whole attitude of the audience, the
introduction, the questions after the
lecture, the refreshments, the whole
make-up, everything, reminded me of
well-known sights, and I should have
believed myself to be in a real Amer-
ican woman’s clubhouse, if the presi-
dent had not finally led me to a beauti-
ful little parlor, over the entrance of
which the sign said ‘smoking-room.” It
was a room of cosy lounging-places for
the young ladies when they enjoy their
cigarettes. I could not get rid of the
question: Where is my Germany of
yesterday?

There cannot be any doubt that
America and the American woman
have a large share in these changes of
German public opinion. Of course such
movements cannot come from without;
mere imitation would be ineffective in
questions which touch so deeply the
inmost problems of the nation. The
social organic conditions must be given
in the inner life of the country, and it is
not difficult to recognize the factors in
Germany which necessarily led toward
this change in woman’s life. Never-
theless the far-reaching emancipation
of women in American life, and their
important participation in the pub-
lic functions of society, have given a
remarkable impulse to the German
movement.

The reasons why the American na-
tion came so much earlier to an anti-
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conservative view of women’s rights
are evident. The American view of life
since the puritan days has been indi-
vidualistic: the aim of society is the
development of the individual. It is
true that puritanism in itself did not
favor the participation of women in
public tasks, but this individualistic
spirit of puritanism and of all Ameri-
can philosophy of life necessarily forced
American society to the acknowledg-
ment of equal rights for women and
men as personalities. The German
view has been that the individual lives
for the social good; the claims of the
personality must therefore be subordi-
nated to the claims of the community,
and this devotion begins with the
smallest community, the family, Man
and woman must live not for their own
sake, but for their family’s sake. The
individual wishes of the woman must
therefore be subordinated to her func-
tions as member of the family.

- But no less important than such a
general philosophy of life was the differ-
ence in the practical conditions of the
two countries. America was a pioneer
land which had to be opened in a phys-
ical and in a social sense. This ab-
sorbed the energies of the men. Com-
mercial, legal, and political life took
hold of the male population so com-
pletely that the higher cultural inter-
ests had to go over into the care of
women, and that secured to them an
independence which was not seldom
cultural superiority. Furthermore,
America has still to-day one and a half
million more men than women, while
Germany has a million more women
than men. This traditional scarcity of
women necessarily created an over-esti-
mation and a readiness to allow women
an exalted place.

Many other elements of American
life have worked in the same direc-
tion: America thus became in the last
century the most progressive country
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on earth on the question of women’s
rights. Slowly — in the eyes of many
Germans and in the eyes of almost all
Americans, far too slowly — Germany
has followed. But here, asin many other
movements it has proved that Ger-
many is very reluctant to enter through
a new way, but as soon as it has entered
it rushes forward on that way with un-
expected speed and energy. Certainly
much still remains to be done, and he
who listens to the radical speeches of
certain revolutionary reformers would
fancy that the greatest part is still to
be done. But every sober spectator is
bound to acknowledge that the change
is simply astonishing, even if he does
not sympathize with every feature of
it.
Yet we ought not to forget that while
this movement is something new for
recent Germany, it is not at all new
for the Germans as a historic people.
The Germans of medieval times were
in the same situation in which the
Americans were in their pioneer days.
The men’s hard work absorbed their
energies so completely that every cult-
ural interest, especially education and
learning, was left to the church and the
women. They were the refined ele-
ment as against the barbaric men, and
their superiority was acknowledged and
sung. To learn from books was con-
sidered unmanly, and only after the
Renaissance did the hour arrive when
the new scholarship became men’s
work. In the sixteenth century the
German woman was decidedly con-
sidered the equal of man; in the seven-
teenth century man alone enjoyed the
higher education, and this scholarly
education then became more and more
the condition of professional life. The
position of women steadily went down,
entirely through the inferiority of her
education. It needed concerted action
at the end of the nineteenth century
again to effect a fundamental change
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in the social possibilities of German
women.

But it would be entirely misleading
to fancy that this new German move-
ment has a unified character. In reality
it is a large number of movements,
which to a certain degree even interfere
with one another and which have very
different tendencies. Common to all
of them is only the desire to improve
the position of the female members of
the social organism.

II

The most conspicuous efforts of the
women of the last decade were those
which tried to secure open paths for
the woman of unusual gifts. Such a
movement was necessarily most con-
spicuous because it dealt with a promi-
nent few, and not with the colorless
masses. It was so easy to point out the
injustice and the harm done to the
community, if the genius of a talented
woman had no chance for the highest
development of its inborn energies. A
woman with unusual talent, perhaps,
for scholarship in a special field, had
to remain intellectually sterile because
the highest schools were closed to her
and the universities forbidden. The
scientific life of the whole nation had to
lose from such a narrow policy. This
was the argument which appealed
most easily to the German mind, and
steadily the hindrances were removed.
There is to-day no longer any reason
whatever why any woman of unusual
gifts should not enter into full competi-
tion with any man and should not reach
the highest point of which her powers
are capable. Public opinion even favors
her work.

And yet it can hardly be said that
this particular movement which refers
to the cultural aristocracy of women
has brought any important change. We
see efforts upon efforts, but the total
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outcome is, after all, disappointing.
The German experience demonstrates
again what the experience of more radi-
cal countries has shown before, that
the creative work of women is fair and
may represent highly estimable qual-
ities and values, and certainly does not
stand below the average of men’s, but
nowhere reaches the highest mark.

Just as in America, so in Germany,
no woman has as yet attained a schol-
arly achievement of striking character,
still less of true greatness. We must not
forget that fields like literature and
painting and music have always stood
open towomen, and that there the same
limitations are observable. Germany
has some splendid women painters
and some delightful authoresses, but
no one feels impelled to connect with
their names the hopes for a new great
upward movement. There is no one
among them whom the Germans would
comparewith Arnold Bocklin, theartist,
with Gerhardt Hauptmann, the poet,
or with, Richard Strauss, the musician.
All that the women have given here, as
in America, are some best-sellers in fic-
tion, and their like in painting and
scholarship. The movement in favor
of the exceptional woman is thus, after
all, the least important and the least
characteristic.

What has truly social significance
and marks the change in the beginning
of the twentieth century, are those re-
forms which concern the millions; but
here we have the greatest diversity of
needs. To distinguish the chief direc-
tions we may acknowledge the follow-
ing needs which had to be satisfied.
The average woman of to-day, rich or
poor, feels a longing for a serious inter-
est and a significant content for her
existence. The reform aimed to over-
come the emptiness of woman’s life.
Second, millions of women have to earn
their living. Their opportunities had
been too limited and too little adjusted
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to modern society and to the tech-
nique of modern life. The reform aim-
ed to secure a decent livelihood for the
unsupported woman. Quite different
circles are touched by a third effort.
The women of the lower classes found
their time and energies absorbed by
hard work which kept them away from
the house and encroached upon their
home life. For them a disburdening
had to be sought, in order again to
give them an opportunity for digni-
fied family life. The reform aimed to
overcome the anti-domestic effect of
woman’s labor. Fourthly, married life
meant subordination for the German
woman. The reform aimed to secure
equality between husband and wife.
Fifthly, the average German woman
was confined to domestic influence.
She had no chance to become a power
in the community. The reform aimed
to secure for her full influence in public
life.

There are many other partial ten-
dencies in that great forward move-
ment of recent years, but even the few
which we have pointed out show with
sufficient clearness the antagonism
involved: the emptiness of the life of
the upper classes demanded a change
which would take the woman away
from the home, and the overburdening
of the lower classes demanded a change
which would bring the woman back
to the home. Yet we can instinctively
feel that there is a certain inner rela-
tion between all these movements, and
that it is by no mere chance that they
came into the foreground at the same
time.

We spoke first of the emptiness of
woman’s life. It has often been pointed
out how this was a necessary result of
the great changes in the technical con-
ditions of modern life. Domestic act-
ivity could really fill a busy woman’s
time in the past; it can no longer do so
since weaving and knitting and baking
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and a hundred other good works of the
German housewife of the past have
long been taken out of the German
woman’s hands. Factory methods con-
trol the life of our time. Even the rear-
ing of children has been simplified
through the modern division of work
for the German mother: her energies
lack fit objects. Far from any ques-
tion of money-earning, the desire for a
useful, regulated, systematic activity in
life was the necessary result of these
changed conditions. Of course the tal-
ents and inclinations show every pos-
sible variation, and any single reform
would not have been sufficient to
satisfy this millionfold need. But it
was increasingly clear that more than
superficial dilettantism was needed,
that a more thorough achievement was
sought than the traditional playing of
the piano or reading of French novels.
The essential basis for a new arrange-
ment of woman’s life was improved
education.

The girls’ school of Germany in the
rather recent past stood immeasur-
ably below the boys’ school. It was,
measured by German standards, super-
ficial, and led nowhere. The school
career of a well-educated girl was com-
pleted at sixteen years, while her bro-
thers went on with their much sharper
work to the nineteenth year in school,
from which they might go on to the
university. All that led beyond the
typical girls’ school had a professional,
normal-school character. This has been
fundamentally changed by the new in-
stitutions which the laws of a few years
ago have established.

The old schools have been greatly
improved; and, above all, they have
been supplemented by a complex sys-
tem of upper grade schools through
which any possible goal of an intelli-
gent girl can be reached. She may go
on to the same examination which the
boys have to pass in order to enter the
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university, or she may seek a higher
humanistic education without any uni-
versity end in view, or she may enter
higher schools for special professional
preparation: in short, she can secure in
regular channels, without any difficul-
ties and without finding any prejudices,
an independent serious lifework, and
may develop her personality and pre-
pare herself for her role in the commu-
nity as well as in a refined and stimu-
lating home. Any one who examines
carefully these new regulations must
acknowledge that they are almost radi-
cal, and that the German governments,
after a too long period of neglect, under
the influence of the new demands have
gone almost to an extreme, offering
especially in those so-called ‘lyceum’
schools a course more complex and
more thoroughly modern than the
energies of young women are likely to
be able to carry through. Certainly,
their chances are now not inferior to
those of boys,and yet in a careful, de-
liberate way the whole work is adjust-
ed to the special interests and special
spheres of womanhood.

Public opinion has completely ad-
justed itself to this new order. Inevery
family, in the large cities especially,
— but, slowly, the change has entered
the small towns, too, — it seems be-
yond discussion that the daughter shall
prepare for a definite line of activity.
The girl who does a little embroid-
ery and otherwise waits for the fiancé
to come, is dying out. The German
experience seems to confirm the Amer-
ican one, that under this new rule the
fiancé may come a little later, but not
less certainly. It is true that many a
girl with a serious interest in life now
refuses a husband whom her mother at
her time would have accepted because
she would have dreaded the emptiness
of an unmarried life; but just for that
reason, the marriage which she finally
prefers is on a higher level.
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III

The problem of a girl’s life interest
cannot be separated from the question
of life support. The girl of the well-to-
do family who pursues university cour-
ses or devotes herself to the activities
of the social worker, may follow certain
lines of interest which would never
yield an earning sufficient to pay for
her gloves. But, on the whole, even
those women who are well supported
are encouraged in their serious devo-
tion to earnest work by the thought
that in possible days of need their
training may make them independent.
For by far the larger part of the Ger-
man population the practical side of
the question stands in the foreground
from the start.

Two economic conditions force this
on Germany much more than on Amer-
ica. The great excess of the female
over the male population, giving to
the adult women a lead of a million,
makes it necessary that there remain
more unmarried women by far in Ger-
many than in the United States, the
more so as a tenth of the adult men
prefer to remain bachelors. Most of
these unmarried women are obliged to
seek their livelihood. On the other
hand, the wages of the laboring classes
are low, and make it in a higher degree
than in America necessary that wives
and daughters contribute by their
labor to the earnings of the family.
Hence the number of female bread-
winners in Germany is exceedingly
large. '

In America not more than 14.3
per cent of the whole female popula-
tion is engaged in gainful occupations
as against 61.3 per cent of the male.
Moreover, even this 14.8 per cent be-
comes much smaller when only the
native whites of native parentage are
considered, as the average for the whole
country results from the participation
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of the negro women. In Germany the
percentage of workingmen is the same
as In America, 61.1 per cent, but the
percentage of workingwomen is 30.4
per cent. Almost ten million women
are breadwinners in Germany. There
are three and a half million women en-
gaged in industrial work and business,
as against ten and four-fifths million
men; and especially characteristic of
the German situation seems the fact
that 738,000 women are independent
owners and heads of establishments.
One and three-tenths millions are la-
borers in factories. In the textile in-
dustries, for instance, the women are
in the majority, — 400,000 women as
against 371,000 men. In the clothing
industry, 228,000 women stand against
97,000 men.

If the intensity of the woman move-
ment were to be measured simply by
the amount of participation of women
in the work of the nation, the German
women would have had for a long while
no reason whatever for complaint. It
could always have been shown to them
that even in America the women had a
much smaller part in the labor. But
the true progress of woman’s rights
demands, of course, a very different
standard. The aim must be to disbur-
den woman from the labor which in-
jures her home life; and, on the other
side, to open for her the fields of higher
activity. In both respects the last
years have shown a decided improve-
ment, and all the more characteristic
efforts of systematic reform are con-
centrated on these points. The higher
professions, like those of the physician,
the high-school teacher, and similap
engagements, which in Germany de-
mand four years and more of graduate
university work, are open to women
under the same conditions as to men.
The number of such women students
at the university this year is about
twenty-four hundred.
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But, in a way, still more important
is the great variety of occupations
fit and favorable for women which
do not demand university graduate
work, and which have been con-
quered by women in recent years. All
German states nowadays, for instance,
allow the appointment of female fact-
ory inspectors and industrial inspect-
ors, a calling in which, on account of
the great number of female workers,
women can be most beneficial. A much
favored career for women is also that
of librarian, which only a few years
ago was still unknown as an occupa-
tion for them; while to-day in Berlin
alone two large library schools supply
Germany with more female librarians
than the public libraries can possibly
use. The important position of pro-
fessional nurse, with long systematic
training in the hospitals, has become
another much-sought function for the
daughters of educated families. Liter-
ary and artistic work, especially arts
and crafts, high-class gardening and
fancy farming, interior decoration and
artistic photography, management of
bureaus for typewriting and translat-
ing, and a hundred similar half-pro-
fessional activities for intelligent and
energetic young women, are eagerly
sought to-day.

How far this new type of female
breadwinners is successful, it may be
too early to judge. Public opinion is
still somewhat undecided. In former
times, when the better educated women
in cases of need had practically no other
resources than working as elementary
teachers in girls’ schools or as piano-
teachers, as housekeepers or as govern-
esses, or in small business enterprises,
there was no criticism and no doubt as
to their fitness, They undertook the
characteristically feminine work in the
community, and no competition with
men stirred up the discussion.

Now it is decidedly different. Almost
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all the new callings have been taken
away from men, and in this economic
struggle of the sexes the characteristic
qualities have come to sharper ex-
pression. These deciding qualities are,
of course, not only the personal ones
but also the social, especially the wo-
man’s freedom from financial obligation
for the support of a family. Woman is
everywhere able to underbid man.

The dangerous consequences which
have resulted from this social condition
in the United States in the teachers’
profession, where teaching had entirely
gone over into the hands of the women
as lowest bidders, have not shown
themselves in the school situation of
Germany. This is made impossible by
the fact that with the exception of the
rural primary schools there is hardly
any coeducation in Germany, and
Germany stands out against women-
teachers in the boys’ schools and, at
the same time, insists on a strong par-
ticipation of male teachers in girls’
schools. All this is settled by state
law, and the mere underbidding of
salaries can have no influence on
this general principle. But in every
other field the competition is strongly
felt. The girl who lives in the house of
her parents and wants to earn only a
little spending money, and, moreover,
expects to get married, may easily do
secretarial or library or artistic work
for a salary which a man would feel to
be inadequate.

So far as the character of the work
itself is concerned, it is only natural
that there should be widespread com-
plaint about a certain lack of physical
strength which brings quick fatigue
and too frequent interruptions by little
ailments in times of hard work. But it
is more surprising that complaint is so
often heard about carelessness, lack of
accuracy and thoroughness, even of
disorderliness, — the same type of ob-
Jjection which the university professors
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make as to.the female students in the
laboratories and hospitals.

There is no doubt that the practical
success has not been complete, and the
outcome has been even to many friends
of the woman movement a distinet dis-
appointment. Some claim that this is
necessary; that in a land which makes
such high demands on the accuracy and
thoroughness of man, woman will never
be perfectly an equal, and that a reac-
tion against the present onrush of
women toward the higher callings will
soon set in. Others insist that the
period of readjustment has so far been
too short, that too little experience
existed for every woman to find the
really fitting place, and that all the
complaint will disappear as soon as a
still greater expansion of her profes-
sional activity has been developed.

Certainly one anti-professional feat-
ure cannot and ought not to be re-
moved. Just this type of active intel-
ligent women who create an important
lifework are marrying like others: they
marry late, but finally their marriage,
too, closes their career. The number
of female physicians who are really
practicing in Germany is very small
compared with the number of those who
are prepared for it. The others have
generally married, and have given up
their medical ambition. There is no
doubt that this interferes greatly with
the enthusiasm of the teachers who are
to prepare women for a higher calling.
The country cannot fully overcome the
feeling that there is a certain want
of seriousness, almost an element of
play and of dilettantism, in the work;
because neither the women themselves
nor the spectators really believe that it
will be their calling to their life’s end.

But it would be unfair to deny that
there is also no lack of praise for the
positive qualities of the woman’s con-
tribution to the nation’s higher tasks.
All agree that the women are industri-
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ous and eager, that they bring an ele-
ment of freshness, humanity,and moral
inspiration into the business of the day,
and that they do their work with pa-
tience and discretion and serenity. The
chief success, which is beyond dispute,
is that they have eliminated the preju-
dices of their parents’ times. Even
those who are skeptical as to the ob-
Jective results have long ago given up
repeating the old-fashioned arguments
that the daughter of an educated family
ought to confine herself to the sphere
of the home. :

This, however, does not touch that
circle of thoughts which appear to
some as prejudices, too, but which
are entitled to demand more con-
sideration. Is this public life-work
in harmony with the functions of wo-
man as a wife and mother? Again, it
may be said that Germany has not
come to inner clearness on this point.
Many German physicians argue seri-
ously that the strenuous occupation
makes too many tender girls unfit or
less fit for later motherhood. A wo-
man’s physical energies are exhausted
and she enters into married life less
strong. Sympathizers reply that the
burdens of the old-fashioned housewife
and house-daughter were often more
exacting and exhausting than any po-
sition as librarian or secretary. More-
over they insist that the discipline and
the intellectual training which the well-
educated breadwinner gains through
her calling is a perfect training for her
true duties as wife and mother, and
that it is, as preparation, far superior
to the idleness to which nowadays most
girls of that social standing would be
confined.

Iv *

It is evident that almost no one of
these arguments holds for the work of
the lower classes. To a certain degree
the situation is almost the reverse.
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The physical injury to the organism
by the constant exhausting labor, the
lack of free time for any inner devel-
opment and even for the cultivation
of her home activities, the paralyzing
monotony of her factory work, all
these are surely antagonistic to the
desirable status of individual and
family life. Here, therefore, the re-
form has taken the opposite character.
The aim has been, not to expand the
woman’s work, but to reduce it, and
to protect the workingwoman against
injurious demands. This element of the
woman movement was at first some-
what in the background, or, rather,
it was at first left to the Social Demo-
cratic political party.

The real so-called woman movement
inGermany started with refined women
who were more touched by the inner
misery of empty lives of women in their
own layer of society than by the suffer-
ing of the lower classes, — sufferings
of which they knew little, and which
seemed to them more or less inevitable.
The cries for help in these lower social
regions naturally appealed more to
those who were not interested in the
" position of woman and man, but in the
position of poor and rich. The social-
istic war-cry in the interest of the wo-
men-workers was therefore, ‘Down
with capital!’

The tremendous growth of Social
Democracy in political Germany was
to a high degree due to its effective and
sincere fight for the laboring woman.
But, meanwhile, the social conscience
of all Germany has been stirred up,
sympathy for the laboring population
has led to those unparalleled measures
of state insurance and factory legisla-
tion by which the women have profited
as much as the men. At the same time
the trade-unions have grown rapidly,
and are dominating industrial life as
perhaps in no other country; and here
again the women have their full share.
VOL. 109-NO. 4
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More and more has the non-social-
istic public movement in the interest
of women turned to this field, and
through the efforts of brilliant women-
leaders recent years have witnessed
reforms of really organic character. It
has become increasingly clear that the
characteristic difficulties of women at
work are untouched by the problem
of socialism. It has been felt that the
real difficulty was to be foundin the fun-
damentalfact that, through the changes
in the modern home life and technique,
woman has been forced into an indus-
trial life which has been shaped in ad-
justment to the energies of men. This
has involved a misuse of the female
organism, and the great demand of
the women reformers to-day insists on
a better adjustment between woman
and work. Under their influence the
reforming tendencies have turned no
less to those who were entirely help-
less because they were entirely scat-
tered: the servant-girls, the waitresses,
even the agricultural workers, and, on
a higher level, the business employ-
ees. Organized associations have been
formed for all of them, with and with-
out political or religious background;
and almost all of them aim toward
social and cultural improvements as
well as the strictly economic and legal
ones.

The progress of women in that con-
quest of the professions, and in the
improvement of legislation regarding
female work, can be demonstrated by
figures and paragraphs, but much of
the best which these movements have
brought to modern Germany cannot
be demonstrated or measured, and does
not show on the surface at all. Never-
theless, the careful observer, who knew
the Germany of a quarter of a century
ago and who now comes in contact
with a great variety of homes, must
notice a thorough change which for the
national life is perhaps more import-
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ant than any question of woman-study
and of woman-labor. The essential
point is that the position of woman in
the structure of the family has become
more dignified by the development of a
stronger sense of comradeship between
husband and wife. The German family
life has always been healthy and sound:
in the home has always lain the
strength of the community. There has
never been lack of love in the typical
German house, but all the feelings of
affection went together with a sincere
belief in inequality. The woman did
not feel that as unfair or unjust, inas-
much as it had been a German tradi-
tion since the seventeenth century
that the wife, in all intellectual and
non-domestic questions, naturally had
to subordinate herself to her master.
She was accustomed to being guided;
and while, of course, her personality
gave warmth and meaning to the home,
she herself felt it as her ideal duty to
devote her energies to the building up
of a home which received its stamp
from the husband.

This attitude has passed. The better
education of women, their greater im-
portance in public life, the disappear-
ance of old-fashioned prejudices, the
greater leisure of present-day women
for intellectual interests, and the con-
stant airing of the problems of women,
have quietly worked together to con-
vince man that the place of woman
in the home is a place on an equality
with his own, and that true comrade-
ship can intertwine with real love. The
frequent commanding tone in which the
cheaper kind of men so long indulged in
their intercourse with their wives would
to-day simply be considered as rudeness
and would not be tolerated by any one.
Nor would the right kind of woman,
however ready she might be in her love
to make the greatest sacrifice for her
husband, any longer think of that self-
effacement which to previous genera-

e A SN WSRO ST RN A s o e

THE GERMAN WOMAN

tions so often appeared as woman'’s
natural duty.

The German woman of to-day would
not be afraid of the hardship in it, but
she would shrink from the indignity.
This new group of ideas does not begin
to work on the wedding-day. It deter-
mines no less the choice of the com-
panion for life. The ideal of the young
man is no longer the girl without
thoughts of her own. Certainly the
immature marriages of the very young
seem to decrease. To-day the age at
which the greatest number of girls
marry is twenty-three. Only 25,000
girls marry at the age of nineteen or
twenty, 39,000 at the age of twenty
to twenty-one, 52,000 at twenty-one to
twenty-two, 55,000 at twenty-two to
twenty-three, 53,000 at twenty-three
to twenty-four, and 47,000 at twenty-
four to twenty-five. For men the age
at which the largest number of mar-
riages occur is twenty-six.

Of course Germany, too, shows one
effect of the new order of things which
seems necessarily to belong to this more
liberal view of woman’s position,—an
increase of divorces. In the years 1903
to 1907 the average among 100,000
inhabitants was still only 18.8 divorces,
in 1908 it had already grown to 21.2,
and the statistics show clearly that the
figures are lowest in the least developed
parts of Germany, in the eastern pro-
vinces in which the old order of ideas
prevails, and greatest in the most pro-
gressive parts, especially in the large
cities. In Berlin there are 87 divorces
among 100,000 inhabitants, in Ham-
burg, 76.

One other figure may raise still more
doubt as to the degree of happiness
which the change has brought to wo-
manhood. The increase of divorces
may still be interpreted as not meaning
subjective unhappiness. On the con-
trary, it may indicate that in earlier
times women had to suffer lifelong
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_-misery in marriages which they are
now more ready to give up in order to
gain their freedom. But there cannot
be two interpretations of the other
figure which indicates that the number
of female suicides has also relatively
increased. And not only is this increase
characteristic of the general tendency
to suicide, which may be the result
of the more complicated conditions of
present-day life, but the number of
female suicides in relation to the male
suicides has grown as well. The per-
centage of female suicides in relation
to male suicides has grown in the last
ten years from 26 to 29 per cent. But
there is no progress without its cruel-
ties. The new freedom and the new
responsibility, although they will grow
steadily and beneficially, will demand
their victims and will unbalance many
a weak personality.

The movement toward equal rights
and emancipation from her obedience
was from the beginning not limited to
the circle of the home. The new influ-
ence was more modestly, and yet per-
sistently, claimed in public life. The
demand for equal suffrage, to be sure,
has remained entirely in the back-
ground. Those elements which give to
the suffrage movement in America
its greatest strength, the desire for
purification of politics and for the
elimination of corruption and graft,
and, on the other hand, the need of
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women in the legislature in order to se-
cure industrial legislation favorable to
women, are both inapplicable and negli-
gible for the German situation. The
women themselves feel that their suf-
frage would simply duplicate the num-
ber of votes, without changing any-
thing in the character of the parties
or of the legislature. But all the more
are the reformers eager to secure for
the women an influential share in pub-
lic functions: in municipal offices, in

- the schools’ administration, in the pub-

lic care for the poor, in the inspection
of factories and domiciles, in police
positions, and many similar activities,
The number of such positions is grow-
ing from year to year with the enlarged
supply of well-trained women.

The German women who seek ad-
vance in any public lines know well
that there cannot be rights without
duties. They know that the real de-
mand of the hour for the progressive
woman is the study of social problems
and an earnest training in social act-
ivities. Excellent schools for the so-
cial education of women have been
established, and a corps of well-trained
helpers and reformers is growing up
to-day and will do more for the spread-
ing of progressive ideas than will the
mere declamations of radical orators,
whose time has on the whole passed
away in so far as the woman movement
of Germany is concerned.



WHITE HORSE WINTER

BY WILBUR DANIEL STEELE

TaE little house where I was born,
and in which I passed the earlier years
of my life, stands about a hundred
yards back from the beach and a little
more than a mile down shore from Old
Harbor. What we always knew as the
‘Creek’ runs in there, with plenty of
water even at low tide to float my
father’s dory; and the flawless yellow
face of a dune used to stand up be-
hind the house, sheltering us from the
northerlies that pick the scud from the
ocean, a mile back across the Neck,
and spatter it in the bay at our front
door. My father and mother still live
in the house, but the dune has shifted
to the westward, and it is colder there
on a winter night.

My older sister was born before my
father and mother came from the West-
ern Islands, so she had a recollection of
green country; but we younger children
knew nothing but the water and the
sand. Strangely enough, my most
vivid remembrance of the water is not
from any of its wilder moods: I picture
it with the tide out at evening, reflect-
ing the face of the western sky, flat,
garish-colored, silent, with a spur of
mute fire reaching out at me along the
surface of the Creek.

The duneswere the magic land, full of
shifting shadows, and deceptive, where
a little covey of beach-plums made
themselves out as a far-away and im-
penetrable forest, especially when the
mist came inland, and a footprint in
the sand across a hollow appeared a
vast convulsion of nature at the other
end of a day’s journey. And one felt
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the dunes always moving, rising up out
of the sea, marching silently across the
Neck, and advancing upon the little
house. I can remember the spring
when the sand ate up a pear-tree my
father had brought from the Islands.

The dunes entered our lives, and
became a part of them. Even now the
sight of a strip of sand gets a queer grip
on me, and to this day I am apt to
catch myself spying out the sky-line
with an indefinable and portentous
dread. I cannot shake off this sensa-
tion, although 1 know perfectly what
itis: Itisa relic from that time which
we have always called, in our family,
White Horse Winter.

I remember my father’s coming in
one October day and standing a long
time before the barometer which al-
ways hung behind the kitchen door.
After a while he said to my mother in
his broken English, —

‘It weel be ver’ bad weather to-
night — to-morrow.’

That night when I was trying to get
to sleep, I heard the skirmishers of a
great wind feeling at the shinglesabove
my head.

My next recollection is of the tumult
of a gale outside, mingled with beating
on the door downstairs, and distract-
ed fragments of men’s voices calling to
one another of a vessel come ashore.
I knew it must be at Round Hill or
they would not have come past our
house.

Then I was out, myself, where no
boy of ten had any business to bé, iso-
lated in the centre of a vast disruption,



