TRIUMPHALIS

BY BLISS CARMAN

Soul, art thou sad again,
With the old sadness?

Thou shalt be glad again
With a new gladness,

When April sun and rain
Mount to the teeming brain
With the earth-madness.

When from the mould again,
Spurning disaster,

Spring shoots unfold again,
Follow thou faster

Out of the drear domain

Of dark, defeat, and pain,
Praising the Master.

Light for thy guide again,
Ample and splendid;
Love at thy side again,
All doubting ended.

(Ah, by the dragon slain,
For nothing small or vain

Michael contended!)

Thou shalt take heart again,
No more despairing;

Play thy great part again,
Loving and caring.

Hark, how the gold refrain
Runs through the iron strain,
Splendidly daring!
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Thou shalt grow strong again,
Confident, tender, —

Battle with wrong again,

Be truth’s defender, —

Of the immortal train

Born to attempt, attain,
Never surrender!

WHO ARE THE JAPANESE?

BY ARTHUR MAY KNAPP

1

AmonG all the surprises which Japan
has sprung upon the astonished Occi-
dent, by far the most comprehensive is
that which is as yet the least compte-
hended, namely, the manifest differen-
tiation from the Oriental type which
she has evinced by her marvelous cap-
acity for progress, a capacity which
we had arrogated to ourselves as the
peculiar possession of Western civil-
ization.

Among the prime causes which
brought the mighty Muscovite Empire
to its knees before Japan was the non-
recognition by the Russian govern-
ment of the wide mental gulf which
separates the Island Realm from the
Asiatic continent. General Kuropat-
kin, as he clearly reveals in his history
of the war, plainly saw what the dis-
astrous result of his nation’s ignorance
would be. He had spent some time in
Japan, and had bcheld with his own
eyes the evidences that a spirit wholly
different from that associated with the
Asiatic name animated its people, and
had become convinced that, if the trou-

_ ble came to the issue of war, his own na-

tion would surely find itself confronted
by a foe in all essentials comparable to
any of the great Western Powers.

This conviction he earnestly sought
to impress upon his government, but
his counsels were unheeded. The stolid
Grand Duke Alexieff,, to whom, as
Viceroy of the Far East, the whole
matter was réferred, knew Japan mere-
ly as an Asiatic nation and therefore
to be treated with the overweening
contempt attaching, in his mind, to
everything Oriental. It was his counsel,
based upon ignorance and contempt,
which prevailed; and the blunder of
despising one’s enemy was repeated
on a scale seldom before known in
history. Russia’s armies were mown
down and her fleets annihilated be-
cause of her non-recognition of the fact
that a western power had arisen in the
Far East, made formidable by a cap-
acity for progress which completely
differentiated it from the Oriental na-
tions with whom it had hitherto been
classed.

This differentiation, notably in view
of the fact that the object-lesson fur-



