
YELLOW WARBLERS 

BY KATHARINE LEE BATES 

T H E first faint dawn was flushing up the skies, 

When, dreamland still bewildering mine eyes, 

I looked out to the oak that, winter-long, — 

A winter wild with war and woe and wrong, — 

Beyond my casement had been void of song. 

And lo! with golden buds the twigs were set, 

Live buds that warbled like a rivulet 

Beneath a veil of willows. Then I knew 

Those tiny voices, clear as drops of dew. 

Those flying daffodils that fleck the blue. 

Those sparkling visitants from myrtle isles — 

Wee pilgrims of the sun, that measured miles 

Innumerable over land and sea 

With wings of shining inches. Flakes of glee. 

They filled that dark old oak with jubilee. 

Foretelling in delicious roundelays 

Their dainty courtships on the dipping sprays, 

How they should fashion nests, mate helping mate. 

Of milkweed flax and fern-down delicate, 

To keep sky-tinted eggs inviolate. 

Listening to those blithe notes, I slipped once more 

From lyric dawn through dreamland's open door, 

And there was God, Eternal Life that sings 

Eternal joy, brooding all mortal things, 

A nest of stars, beneath untroubled wings. 
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS 'IN RESIDENCE' 

BY WILLIAM J. TUCKER 

T H E twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
South End Settlement House, Boston, 
in itself a noteworthy event in the more 
recent life of the city, is worthy of wid
er recognition as representing a distinct 
phase of the social movement of the 
last quarter of a century. The general 
object of that movement, in the words of 
Jane Addams, was' the effort to add the 
social function to democracy.' Settle
ment work in p)articular had for its ob
ject the endeavor to arrest the segrega
tion of classes which was rapidly going 
on in the larger cities of the country. 
The segregated classes, set apart by cir
cumstance as if by force, were being re
cruited from the disabled or otherwise 
discouraged families of the native popu
lation; from immigrants of diverse na
tionalities; from the ranks of unskilled 
labor; and from that constant and con
siderable element born to the inherit
ance of poverty, or to those inherit
ances which predispose to poverty and 
crime. These classes filled the tene
ment houses of the congested districts, 
and overflowed into the abandoned 
homes of the declining neighborhood. 

I t is not surprising that the settle
ment idea, when applied to a condition 
at once so widespread and so acute, 
should seem somewhat limited in its 
scope; but the idea was at least clear 
and definite. Moreover, it was logical. 
I t was obvious that the process of seg
regation could be arrested only through 
some actual and effective identification 
of society at large with the segregated 
classes. Various agencies were already 
at work among them to their advan-
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tage and for the public good — the 
religious mission, the charity organiza
tion, the public school. Even the polit
ical club, like Tammany, had a value 
in its work among the newer immi
grants. But there still remained the 
need of something which should repre
sent more simply and more completely 
the one idea of identification—not pri
marily that of giving or even of serv
ing, but of sharing. This was the set
tlement idea, and the first step to be 
taken in carrying it out was for the 
settlement worker to go into residence 
in the neighborhood of the segregated 
classes. 

There were two possible difficulties 
to be overcome: first, that of securing 
residents in sufficient numbers and of 
the right quality, and second, that of 
making their residence a social reality, 
a thoroughly human fact in the view of 
their neighbors. The first difficulty was 
not discouraging, for experience in mat
ters of like concern had shown how 
ready was the response of the colleges, 
universities, and seminaries to the call 
to sacrificing service. The second diffi
culty was more serious. We shall fail to 
understand the significance of the set
tlement if we fail to understand the im
perative and exacting nature of its un
derlying idea. Going into residence 
could mean nothing less to the resident 
than a process of naturalization. I t 
was more than outwardly casting in his 
lot with his new neighbors. I t meant 
the establishing of reciprocal relations 
with them. I t meant the willingness 
and the ability on his part to receive 
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