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played Italian pictures on a big 
scale, with music, such as "Messa-
lina", "Gerusalemma Liberata", and 
"Nero". In Rome, music was of 
course important in " I Nibelunghi" 
and (at two houses) "Cavalleria Rus-
ticana", both movies, and music was 
featured even with Jackie Coogan. 
Another native film appeared to be 
"II Conte di Essex". Mata Hari. the 
dancer shot by French soldiers, was 
the subject of another picture (I do 
not know whether it was German 
propaganda). Clara Kimball Young 
in "La Donna di Bronzo" was con
spicuous in Naples. 

On our steamer home from Naples, 

a fellow passenger reported having 
seen Jackie Coogan's posters in Egypt 
and the Holy Land. On a December 
day, we reached green and sunny 
Sicily, and drove by long sloping 
roads up to the quaint and beautiful 
Cathedral at Monreale, viewing en 
route posters of "La Donna di Bronzo " 
and of course the omnipresent II 
Piccolo Coogan. 

Music and drama are powerful 
influences toward the friendship of 
nations, but in the three countries I 
have observed, I saw little sign that 
Germany was to win back their good 
will through her often effective screen 
productions. 

T H R E E POEMS 

By Kwei Chen 

/ Don't Want to Wear My Hat 

^ON'T I know that my hair is ugly? 
Nevertheless I don't want to wear my hat. 

I, like others, have my own tastes; 
Moreover, to afford merriment is a charity. 

Answer Mother in China 

OPEN a volume of poems 
When I feel sad. 

I sleep with my books 
When I am tired. 

I 

To an Old Schoolmate 

SIX years ago we saw each other every morning and evening, 
• Today you and I are thousands of miles apart; 

The willows that used to border our school pond — 
Are they still as green as ever? 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



THE WOODROW WILSON PAPERS 

By David Lawrence 

No president of the United States 
before assuming office had 

achieved the literary reputation in 
America which was held by Woodrow 
Wilson as he stepped from academic 
to political life. And few presidents 
have rivaled the unique style which 
distinguished his public papers. 

Woodrow Wilson's words still are 
fresh in memory; yet even as close a 
listener as the writer of these lines 
found speeches and articles which 
seemed to breathe a new life on being 
read in the four volumes just published. 
And one must confess also that each of 
the speeches and magazine articles 
thus printed in sequence and in full 
seemed to possess added charm. 

Only a newspaper man can tell why 
a collection of the works of any presi
dent when put in book form is worthy 
of possession — the great press asso
ciation wires are limited in the amount 
of news they can convey to the news
papers of America. Some of the finest 
speeches ever made by Woodrow Wil
son were condensed, paraphrased, and 
even slashed because they were de
livered either late at night or in the 
crowded hours of the day when more 
sensational news was "breaking", as 
described.in newspaper parlance. 

Turning to the earlier papers, which 
were either printed in the quality 
magazines or given scant space in the 
newspapers — because after all Wood-
row Wilson was not then a national 
figure — one discovers in them a pe
culiar newsiness. For instance, in the 
Wilson analysis of Grover Cleveland, 

published originally in "The Atlantic 
Monthly" of March, 1897, some 
thoughts are expressed which suggest 
the later days of the author in the 
White House. Mr. Wilson wrote of 
Cleveland: 

He had never for a moment called him
self anything but a party man. He had 
not sought personal detachments, and had 
all along known the weakness that would 
come with isolation and the absolute rejec
tion of the regular means of party manage
ment; and he had dared to make his own 
choices in cases which seemed too subtle 
or exceptional for the law. It was unsafe 
ground often; blunders were made which 
appeared to defeat the purposes he had in 
view in making removals and appointments; 
it looked in the end as if it would have 
been wiser to make no exceptions at all to 
the ordinary rules of appointment: but the 
mistakes were those of a strong nature — 
too strong to strip itself absolutely of such 
choice as might serve what was to him 
legitimate party strength. Who shall 
judge the acts in question who does not 
know the acts upon which the President 
proceeded? Not all of government can be 
crowded into the rules of the law. 

At any rate, criticism did not disturb 
Mr. Cleveland's serenity; and it pleased 
the fancy of men of all sorts to see the 
President bear himself so steadfastly and 
do his work so calmly in the midst of all the 
talk. Outsiders could not know whether 
the criticism cut or not; they only knew 
that the President did not falter or suffer 
his mind to be shaken. He had an enor
mous capacity for work, shirked no detail 
of his busy function, carried the govern
ment steadily on his shoulders. There is 
no antidote for worry to be compared with 
hard labor and important tasks which keep 
the mind stretched to large views; and the 
President looked upon himself as the 
responsible executive of the nation — not 
as the arbiter of policies. There is some
thing in such a character that men of quick 
and ardent thought cannot like or under
stand. They want all capable men to be 
thinking, like • themselves, along the lines 
of active advance; they are impatient of 

309 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED


