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country and to encourage its people. 
Fifteen thousand "ugly little volumes 
printed on war paper" were swiftly 
disposed of at that time. Now they 
appear with several postwar essays 
in "The Land that I Love" (Brentano). 
It is attractively illustrated by Eliza­
beth, Queen of Greece — then only 
seventeen — and possibly because the 
impressions were written under stress, 
the drawings carry part of the defi-
niteness and vitality required. There 
is sincere feeling throughout the book. 
The simplicity and appeal in certain 
descriptive passages have the charm 
of a folk song, but not the strength, 
ruggedness, and directness. These 
qualities have been lost in an unsatis­
factory sentimentality. 

Professors John W. Cunliffe of 
Columbia and Grant Showerman of the 
University of Wisconsin have brought 
to an impressive conclusion in "Cen­
tury Readings in Ancient Classical and 
Modern European Literature" (Cen­
tury) one of those fairly monumental 
feats of editorship upon which busy 
teachers seem to flourish. The task 
of presenting in one book an antho-
logical conspectus of the development 
of their subject from the earliest days 
to our own time — an enterprise that 
stands in no need of justification — 
has been accomplished by skilful 
selection and, on the material side, by 
making the volume a very large one. 
Professor Showerman, who edits the 
first half, manages to show specimens 
of more than a hundred of the Greek 
and Latin writers, from Homer to 
Boethius, in excellent translations in­
cluding some of his own renditions of 
Horace and some hitherto unpublished 
work — notably William Ellery Leon­
ard's Sapphic versions. Professor Cun­

liffe limits himself to some fifty six 
names in his section of mediaeval and 
modern examples illustrating romance 
and saga, the revival of learning, the 
Renaissance, the French classical pe­
riod, the romantic revival, and literary 
theory and criticism, from . Sainte-
Beuve to Croce. Besides Croce, An­
dreyev, Maeterlinck, Rolland, Gorki, 
and Brandes are the only living writers 
represented. Other volumes of "Cen­
tury Readings" have dealt with Eng­
lish and American literature. The 
work is richly supplied with introduc­
tions, notes, and other paraphernalia 
for teaching. Altogether it would 
seem ungrateful not to regard these 
1,156 pages of world masterpieces, 
given wholly or in part, as a treasure 
for anybody's shelves. 

Richard Washburn Child, in "A 
Diplomat Looks at Europe" (Duffield), 
writes with engaging frankness of his 
three years' activity in the important 
r61e of ambassador to Italy. He gives 
hitherto unpublished interior views of 
the international conferences held dur­
ing 1922 at Genoa and Lausanne, in 
which as chief American representative 
he enjoyed close contact with such 
masters of the European chessboard 
as Lloyd George, Lord Curzon, Rathe-
nau, and Krassin. In the later and 
perhaps most stirring portions of the 
book, he relates his eye witness im­
pressions of the Fascist! revolution, 
the bloodless taking of Rome under 
the leadership of the indomitable 
Mussolini, a statesman whom Mr. 
Child holds in high and sympathetic 
regard. The volume's concluding chap­
ters are noteworthy for the sweeping 
unreserve and soundness of their 
author's opinions on international prob­
lems and relationships. 
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Recent conversations with two authors have •proved stimulating to this_ reporter. 
One of them wrote a book which was acclaimed by all the critics as an artistic master­
piece. It was a much better book in every way than his first one had been, and that 
had sold a hundred thousand copies. "They have sold nine thousand copies so 
far", he said, "and the book has been out six months. There's no money in writing 
books any more." The other author writes only as a "side line", so to speak, being 
at the head of an extremely prosperous business. His books are seldom even men­
tioned by the literary critics. "I've just got a check for the first royalties on my new 
book", he said. "It's for a little more than five thousand dollars, and it's going 
strong all over the country." His book is running strong in the Monthly Score;^ 

• the other is reported by a bare handful of librarians as being asked for at all. 
Which is merely another proof that the book borrowing j)ublic's taste in current 
literature, as reflected in these reports, is a fairly accurate index of the cash register 
value of any given work, whether or not it has any bearing upon literary qualities. 

—F. P. S. 
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* This title has not before appeared in the Monthly Score. 
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