IN BRIEF REVIEW

BOOK which will find its way to many
boudoir tables is “Her Majesty: the
Romance of the Queens of England”’ (Dut-
ton) by E. Thornton -Cgok. Whether it be
opened or not, its costume of old rose, black,
and gold is certain to enhance the value of
any preconceived plan of decoration. Yet
once the first page is turned, there is history
made alive and a stately array of queenly

figures from Matilda of Flanders, who wed -

William the Congueror, down to the well
remembered Alexandra who came across the
sea from Denmark to share the destinies of
Edward VII. One does not have to have a
taste for court functions, royal intrigue, -or
ostrich plumes to enjoy this story of those
who lived with dignity and courage, some-
times playing a role quite foreign to their
talents; the author maintains that there
“never was a wife who has not influenced her
husband for good or evil”’, and in each chap-
ter introduces a woman as well as a queen.
Robert G. Ingersoll was as definitely a
figure of the latter half of the nineteenth
century as one could find. In an age of oro-
tund speakers, he was the great orator; he
saw the Republican Party as the champion of
the freed and lauded it as such long after
it was the instrument of those who sought
to fashion new chains for millions.
very agnosticism, outspoken and crusading,

though it shocked his professing contempo- .

raries, was not uncharacteristic of the new
materialism of the age. A thorough biogra-
phy of the man would be an interpretation
of his times; it is sad to think that so engag-
ing a volume as Cameron Rogers’s * Colonel
Bob Ingersoll” (Doubleday, Page) should
be so superficial.

Those who have sat with their backs to the
throng and gazed at people in the mirror
lined wall of a European café find that the
glass lends a fascination to the sights. Such
oblique interpretations of life and the things
of life, when done in literature, gain much

His -

charm from the reflecting medium. Lewis
Mumford was singularly successful in ““ Sticks

and Stones” in using architecture as an in-

dex of American civilization. His new book
“The Golden Day” (Boni, Liveright) treats
imaginative literature and philosophy as a
key to culture. Inasmuch as these consti-
tute the essence of culture, Mr. Mumford is
looking directly at objects—and shows that
he misses the mirror. Here and there, as
when Mr. Mumford uses books for children
as an indication of American ideals, some of
the sparkle of the former volume appears.
The one book was something more than
brilliant; the present is somewhat less than
profound.

The plays of Luigi Pirandello have brought
something new to the modern theatre with
their fantastic and provoking themes. Like
Hamlet or (Edipus, his characters reveal
their minds amid a violent and sensational
scene of action. The ground of futurism,
of Sicilian literature, of the ‘“ Grotesque The-
atre”’, from which these plays spring is shown
by Dr. Walter Starkie in “Luigi Pirandello”
{Dutton). Itis an exhaustive and penetrat-
ing study — and a prolix one. It is, more-
over, a handy book for those who want to
talk about Pirandello without bothering to
read his voluminous works, for it tells the
stories of most of his novels and plays.

Have we a noble savage clinging some-
where up our family tree? Ought we be
allowed to visit strangers’ houses ad [tb.2
Why do gentlemen prefer — mushrooms to
toadstools? Why do some of us prefer all of
Charles Lamb — to pocket money —or a
single helping of roast pig? How great our
annoyance, followed by how palatable a
pleasure, when we find E. V. Lucas, after all,
not talking cricket but the “flittermouse”
fellow we had hoped for, in one of his ‘*‘ Events
and Embroideries’” (Doran) titbits yclept
“Bats’’! England’sleading dilettante-seem-

(Continued on page XII)
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Who is South
Africa’s great-
est living
writer ?

THE HOLY LOVER

by MARIE CONWAY OEMLER

A story based on John Wesley's Temptation
and Renunciation in the Cause of God, in
Georgia, in the Years 1735-1738. The author
of Slippy McGee has made a beautiful story of
the American episode in the career of John
Wesley. $2.00

R

A

The Triumph of Youth
" by JACOB WASSERMANN

The Passion Play of the Spirit of Youth. That is what
Jacob Wassermann’s latest novel is being called. It is based
on an enthralling but little-known figure of the middle
$2..00

ages for whom youth made a mass revolt.

The Dialogues of

From the Third
Plato JOWETT Translation

To the beautiful books in the Black and
Gold Library is now added a judicious
selection from the works of Plato which

The Immmortal Marriage o

. by GERTRUDE ATHERTON a
Author of BLACK OXEN, THE CONQUEROR, etc.

The First Modern Woman in History — Aspasia. Gertrude Atherton tells

her story with a modern understanding added to her artist’s insight and her

woman's instinct into the glamorous life of an amazing woman.

Who was the

first modern
woman in
history?

$2.50

- KIT O’BRIEN

by EDGAR LEE MASTERS

A boy story laid in the old Lincoln country,
replete with curious charm and atmosphere
and told of coursc with Masters’ superb under-
" standing of humanity. A beautifully made
book with decorations in the text by Howard
Simon. $2.50

The Financier
by THEODCRE DREISER

After fifteen years one of Dreiser’s masterpieces is presented
in the form which the author intended it to have and
which conditions at the time of its first publication made
impossible. $3.00

Evelyn CGrainger

by GEORGE F. HUMMEL
Author of AFTER ALL, SUBSOIL,
A GOOD MAN

The American woman reared in a tradition
of restraint and facing a new tradition of
freedom. Hummel tells her story in a

gives a practically complete edition in one volume.
Octavo.$3.50

‘l‘ixe South Africans Y THE MYSTIC ROSE )

by SARAH GERTRUDE by A. E. CRAWLEY
«More § MILLIN This classic of anthropology, long unavail-
ore 4 ascinating than a novel, able, dealing with tEc primitive customs
a crowded, swiftly-moving book and conceptions of marriage, has been re-
with enormous perspective vised, to bring it completely up-to-date, by
equally into time and space. Theodore Besterman.
—John Crawford, N. Y. Times. Octavo. 2 Vols. Boxed. $10.00

Illustrated. Octavo. $3.50
' The New Moedical

Follies

"by MORRIS FISHBEIN
The author of the highly acclaimed ‘Medi-
cal Follies’ here exposes the Beauty Shop
Industry, The Weight Reduction Craze,
Bread and Dietary Fads and others, and

Poorhouse Sweeney
Life In a County
Poorhouse
by ED SWEENEY
A rare human document, reveal-
ing the strange world within a
poorhouse. Theodore Dreiser
calls it *‘an exceptional book —

remarkably tense and vigorous novel.

caps all with an Encyclopedia of Cults and

human and revealing.”  $2.50 A Quackeries.

$2.50

Marco Millions
by EUGENE O'NEILL
Eugene O'Neill has taken a clue
from the great traveler, Marco
Polo’s, own writing and has re-
constructed the man and his ad-
ventures in a way that gives
them a new eternal value. $2.50

The Romance of
The Atom
by BENJAMIN HARROW

_Edwin E. Slosson, author of

‘Creative  Chemistry’  writes:
“What Dr. Harrow does is to
restore the human alloy and so
present science as a growing,

$r.00 A living thing.”’ Illustrated. $1.50

» | NAPOLEON The Man of Destiny [ o

» by EMIL LUDWIG " Trans. by Eden and Cedar Paul 1
When did John A Sargent portrait. May prove w0 be *Emil Ludwig’s biography of Napolcon V.Vhai hiﬂoricm
esley evan-. an abiding contribution to the world’s is the best that has been written to date.” figureis known
gelisein Amer- creative literature.’” — Victor S. Clack, — Dr. Joseph Collins, N. Y. Evening Pod. as The Man of
ica? The Atlansic Monzhly. 76th thousand. Octavo, Illustmtcdé Destiny ?
731 pages. $3.00
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