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goes from success to success until, on the assassination of 
the Emperor, he is voted by popular acclamation to the 
throne—only to be given, in the hour of his triumph, 
a poisoned wine-cup by one of the women with whose 
affections he had lightly played. The story is delightfully 
written and carries the reader along at a brisk rate. I t 
is moreover full of incidental pictures of Roman society 
that are not the least convincing in that they are translated, 
as it were, into modern terms—the author's underlying 
theme being that humanity is fundamentally the same in 
one age as in another. 

THE PROPER PLACE. By O. Douglas. 7s. 6d. (Hodder & 
Stoughton.) 

Love rather than admiration is the portion of O. Douglas ; 
and her friends—and we are legion^can never have too 
many stories from her pen. Her latest story has many 
points in common with " Ann and her Mother," which is 
probably the most beautiful story she ever wrote. A sense 
of comfort steals over us as we read, for the book radiates 
a peace and a happiness that are becoming rarer among 
us, because they are not to be found in the pleasures tha t 
are sought after, but in the simple, common things of 
everyday life going on about us. There is a goodness 
about the characters that springs from large charity and 
simple naturalness. " The Proper Place " is a tonic for 
the lonely and dispirited, as well as being a well-written 
tale with excellent characterisation, which can be heartily 
recommended to readers. The story opens with the old 
and well-beloved family of Rutherfurd on the point of 
selling the beautiful home they had lived in for generations 
to a prosperous Glasgow merchant named Jackson. " A 
creature not too bright or good, for human nature's daily 
food " is Nicole Rutherfurd, the only solace left to her 
mother. Lady Jane, who had lost her two sons in the war 
and their father from grief, and now is to lose her home. 
The story has its setting at Kirkmeikle, a village on the 
Fifeshire coast, where the Rutherfurds settle a t last almost 
happily in the quaint old Harbour House. Nicole with 
her sweetness, beauty and gaiety is born to make 
friends, and her friends are ours—the usurping but kindly 
Jacksons, Simon Beckett, the explorer, who brings tragedy 
into Nicole's life, dull Miss Symington and " The Bat," her 
pathetic little nephew, and a host of village folk, are 
splendidly drawn. How Nicole's cousin Barbara, the least 
likeable character in the book, goes back as mistress of 
Rutherfurd, and Mrs. Jackson returns to the suburban 
hfe she is happiest in, is part of the story, which owes much 
of its charm to the Scottish dialect and ends on a stronger, 
deeper and more beautiful note than " happy ever after." 

BURNED EVIDENCE. By Mrs. Wilson Woodrow. 7s. 6d. 
(Putnams.) 

Mrs. Wilson Woodrow has added yet another victim to 
the interminable list of miUionaires who are murdered in 
fiction, but she is excused. I t is always satisfactory for 
millionaires to be murdered if what follows is as-vivaciously 
fascinating as her book. The story begins with the usual 
rush of incident which has projected Mrs. Wilson Woodrow 
into the front rank of spell-binders. Jerome Fosdick is 
blackmailed by Madame Adelbron, a fake medium, and 
he promptly enlists the services of Anthony Wandridge, a 
rising young lawyer. An interview takes place between 
them, and the day after Fosdick is mysteriously done to 
death. To keep things at the necessary thrill point, this 
is quickly followed by a neatly executed burglary at his 
house when some papers relating to the attempted black
mail are stolen. Sara Fosdick, the charming daughter of 
the murdered milhonaire, retains the services of Anthony 
Wandridge to watch her interests, but in the subsequent 
proceedings this young man's activities cover a much 
larger field. Suspicion points with an unerring finger in 
the durection of Madame Adelbron, for Mrs. Wilson Wood-
row has made it sufficiently plain that this lady is not nice 
to know. The story however abounds in perplexities 
which are very skilfully hidden behind the undoubted guUt 

of Madame Adelbron, and we are kept in an interrogative 
state of mind till the end. Mrs. Wilson Woodrow has an 
apt facility for witty illustration. Take this for example : 
" She was so well dressed that you never noticed her 
clothes." 

THE HAPPY TREE. By RosaHnd Murray. 7s. 6d. 
(Chatto & Windus.) 

There is a note of quiet power running through this 
story by Rosalind Murray. The story is alive, and the 
people in it alive, though the theme of the tale is simple 
enough. As the heroine of the tale, Helen, eventually 
sums things up : " I was happy when I was a child, and 
I married the wrong person, and someone I loved dearly 
was killed in the war . . . tha t is all. And all those 
things must be true of thousands of people." Which 
of course is just what should make an instant appeal t a 
readers—when such a theme is handled in the way Mis& 
Murray handles it. I t is a poignant story that will find 
an echo in many hearts. 

XTbe Bookman'8 XTable. 
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Hancock.) 
By Walter A. Mursell. 3s. 6d. (Gay & 

" The Bishop's Boots " by this author has already 
proved a boon companion, one to turn to with confidence 
when the all-too-rare few minutes of relaxation comes along. 
In the same light-hearted, refreshing strain comes " Foot
notes," the only difference being that instead of the many 
and varied subjects dealt with in the former, we have & 
straightforward account of a " pedestrian journey " in 
Northern Ireland. Dr. Mursell lays down three conditions, 
for a successful tramp, viz. :—" travel light, take it easy, 
and choose as good companions as I had—if you can." 
He most certainly had the last, for a more congenial quartet 
could scarcely be wished for than " the Quarter Master, 
the Bard, the young Babe, and myself." No matter what 
the contingency, one of them was always ready to meet i t 
and to extract from it all the diversion possible. Crossing-
the frontier into the Irish Free State gives cause for 
considerable trepidation : " I do not like . . . to have i t 
tacitly assumed that I am an ingrained smuggler, conceahng 
spirits about my person, hiding tobacco in my boots, and 
hning my"lingerie with lace or silk.'' This difficulty however 
was overcome very glibly. One would hke to quote many 
little lively passages, but the book is j ust one succession of 
them. Their hosts and hostesses, the interesting specimens, 
they came across both human and archeological, the 
emlsarrassing dilemmas, the weather, state of the roads, 

t h e i r phy
sical short-
co m i n g s , 
not to men-
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n u m e r o u s 
ham - a n d -
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easy charm 
the reading 
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B Y G E O R G E BELCHER. los. 6d. (Alston Rivers.) 
"What b e t t e r ton ic could a doctor prescr ibe t h a n l iberal 

doses of George Belcher. Those readers w h o h a v e 
apprec i a t ed th i s a r t i s t ' s drawings in Punch a n d t h e Tatley 
will revel in th i s handsomely a r ranged vo lume which is 
packed from s t a r t t o finish w i t h clever ske tches a n d clean, 
choice wi t . N o t t h e leas t in te res t ing fea ture is t h e fact 
t h a t t h e car ica tures , portra3ring cockney life a t i t s v e r y 
" cockneyis t , " are d r a w n from living models , a n d i t is t o 
these s t a lwar t s of jocular i ty t h a t Mr. Belcher h a s ded ica ted 
his book. Somet imes, too , delicious h o m e - t r u t h s mingle 
freely w i t h t h e ludicrous, as ins tanced in t h e p ic tu re of 
Mrs. Chigg t a lk ing t o h e r l andlord a b o u t a ne ighbour w i t h 
w h o m she has n o t been on the friendliest of t e r m s — ' ' W e l l ! ' ' 
says Mrs. Chigg, " She do smile when I passes 'er now, b u t 
t h e r e b e a n t m u c h n o u r i s h m e n t i n i t " ! All k inds of 
folk will find a chord in the i r hea r t s wh ich responds w i t h 
whole-hear ted del ight a n d l augh te r t o t h e wi t t ic i sms and 
h u m o u r which sparkle on every page . 

FIRST ESSAYS O N ADVERTISING. By J. Murray 
Allison, los. 6d. net. (Cecil Palmer.) 

As t h e a u t h o r po in t s out , t h e b ib l iography of adver t i s ing 
is n o t y e t v e r y imposing, a n d a n exp lora t ion of t h e sub jec t 
f rom so g rea t a n expe r t was cer ta in ly requi red . T h e t i m e 
is easily r emembered when, b y people of t a s t e a n d discre
t ion , a m u c h adver t i sed ar t icle was r ega rded as, ipso facto, 
vu lga r a n d inferior. T h a t a t t i t u d e h a s p r e t t y general ly 
d i sappeared . N o w we h a v e Mr. Allison expla in ing t h e 
possibili t ies of t h e m o d e r n sys tem of adver t i s ing as a 
p a n a c e a for m a n y ills, such even as u n e m p l o y m e n t . The re 
is m o r e in t h e book of p rac t ica l use t o t h e adver t i se r t h a n 
of reassurance t o a publ ic w h o p a y s a t t e n t i o n t o adver t i s 
ing . T h e chap te r on posters , for example , will well r e p a y 
r ead ing b y t h e a r t i s t who seeks t o a t t r a c t t h e fleeting a t t e n 
t ion of t h e passer -by ; h e m u s t bea r in m i n d t h a t h e is in 
compe t i t i on w i t h p e r h a p s dozens of o t h e r pos te r s on a large 
hoa rd ing ; a n d h e m u s t choose a m e t h o d and even p igmen t s 
which will clash as violent ly as possible w i t h his"|rivals. 
T h e adve r t i s emen t m u s t n o t s ink peacefully a n d t a s t e 
fully i n t o i ts su r roundings ; i t m u s t s t ick o u t a n d shout . 

W H O ' S W H O I N A M E R I C A . Edi ted by Albert 
Nelson Marquis. 17s .6d.net . (London : Stanley Paul.) 

T h e Amer ican " W h o ' s W h o " finds (and our Engl i sh 
" W h o ' s W h o " will sympa th i s e w i t h i t in this) t h a t i t is 
n o easy m a t t e r t o m a k e room for all t h e p r o m i n e n t m e n 
a n d w o m e n of Amer ica w h o o u g h t t o b e inc luded w i t h i n 
i t s covers . I t r uns now to over t w o t h o u s a n d q u a r t o 
pages a n d to as m a n y as close on 27,000 brief b iographies— 
which, after all, is n o t a n excessive p ropor t ion of celebrit ies 
in a t o t a l popu la t ion of 114,000,000, especial ly as t h e 
select ion covers all u n s t a b l e Amer icans l iving in all p a r t s 
of t h e world. W e h a v e checked i t t ho rough ly , a n d every 
Amer ican n a m e of m o m e n t we c a n t h i n k of h a s i t s p lace 
in th i s handsome , well p r i n t e d vo lume . Au tho r s , a r t i s t s , 
poli t icians, journal i s t s , soldiers, sailors, b ig business men , 
social a n d religious leaders a n d o the r such p r o m i n e n t publ ic 
personal i t ies all h a v e the i r place he re ; t h e b iographies 
a re in each case careful of detai l , lucid, concise and suffi
c ient . T h e ed i tor j u s t l y c la ims t h a t " n o o t h e r v o l u m e 
h a s covered t h e b iographica l field of Amer ica in a n y such 
comple te a n d a u t h e n t i c w a y . " 

R E F E R E N C E BOOKS. 
W e h a v e received 1927 edit ions, carefully a n d fully 

b r o u g h t u p t o da t e , of t h e following useful books of refer
ence, each of which h a s in i t s w a y become an indispensable 
ad junc t t o t h e m o d e r n well-equipped l ib ra ry or office : 

" D e b r e t t ' s Peerage , Barone tage , Kn igh t age a n d Com-
pan ionage , " edi ted b y A r t h u r G. M. Hesilrige. 75s. 
(Dean & Son.) 

" B u r k e ' s Peerage a n d Barone tage , t h e P r i v y Council 
and K n i g h t a g e , " b y Sir Be rna rd Burke , C.B., LL .D. , 
Uls ter King of Arms , a n d Ashwor th P . B u r k e . ^5 5s. 
(Burke ' s Peerage, Ltd . ) 

" T h e W r i t e r s ' a n d Ar t i s t s ' Y e a r B o o k . " A Di rec to ry 
a n d guide-book for wri ters , a r t i s t s a n d pho tographer s , 
ed i ted b y Agnes H e r b e r t . 3s. 6d. (A. & C. Black.) 

SECTIONAL BOOKCASES 
Qli^ 

larger & 
improved 
sections. 

The recently introduced 
larger sections of Baker's 
' Oxford ' B o o k c a s e s , 
giving a more completely 
finished appearance, have 
greatly increased the popularity of sectional bookcases., 

All the ' elasticity ' is retained in this improved type, and. 
many advantages impossible in the old models are included, 
such as patent fittings allowing of shelf adjustment, etc. 

One section with cornice and base is a bookcase in itself, 
but at any time further similar sections can be added, so 
tha t later a bookcase of magnificent and imposing proportions, 
can be completed. 

Easily handled, portable, and of far greater usefulness,, 
the improved larger sections are far in advance of an)rthing: 
hitherto offered. 

A new Catalogue, giving full information, with illustrations, 
just issued. Write for a copy to-day. (Kindly mention this paper) 

Wm. BAKER & Co. ' 
Ltd. 

Specialists, OXFORD. 
London Agents: 

DULA U & Co.Ud., Booksellers, 
34-36, Margaret Street, • 
Cavendish Square, W.i 

% 

RELIEVES 

COLDS. 
PREVENTS 

FLU »» 

THIS FREEDOM 
17REED0M from colds and 'flu is greatly to be desired. 

The regular use of " Vapex " gives a remarkable pro
tection from the poisonous germs causing these troubles. 
Put a drop on your handkerchief each morning, and 
occasionally inhale from it during the day. 

All Chemists, 2 / - and 3 / -

Sole Makers: THOMAS KERFOOT 6 CO., LTD., 
Bardsley Vale, Lanes. (V.IS) 
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