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WAR ON T H E HIGH SEAS 
The Big Blockade. 

By E. Keble Chatterton. i8s. net. 
(Hurst & Blackett.) 

Imperial Defence and Capture at Sea in War. 
By Admiral Sir H. W. Richmond. los. 6d. net. 
(Hutchinson.) 

by Rolf Bennet t 

I n Mr. Cl ia t te r ton ' s book we h a v e t h e first 
au then t i c and complete account of t he wonderful 

. work of t he b lockading fleet known as t he Tenth. 
Cruiser Squadron which opera ted in t he fog-
infested and gale-swept seas of t he N o r t h . 
Organised, t r a ined and " fathered " b y Admira l 
Sir D u d l e y de Chair, i ts labours, to quote the 
t h e n F i r s t Lord of t he Admira l ty , " w e r e more 
cont inuous , more impor t an t , and more successful 
t h a n a n y o the r b r anch of His Majes ty ' s Nava l 
Fo rces . " 

From Red Sea Nights 
By William J. Makim 

(Jarrold). 
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From Tigris Gunboats 
By Vice-Admiral Wilfrid Nunn 

(MeWose). 

The d u t y of th is squadron 
was p r i m a r i l y to in tercept , 
examine and, if necessary, de ta in 
all neu t r a l ships e n t e r i n g or 
leaving the N o r t h Sea b y the • 
N o r t h of Scotland rou te . T h a t 
th i s d u t y was no sinecure m a y 
be judged from the fact t h a t 
from Augus t , 1914, t o t he end 
of 1917, th is famous squadron 
in tercepted 8,905 s h i p s . I t s 
s t rength never exceeded twen ty -
five armed m e r c h a n t cruisers, 
and f requent ly fell below this 
owing to t he necessi ty of var ious 
un i t s leaving the i r s ta t ions for 
t he purpose of replenishing stores 
and undergoing repairs . I t lost 
dur ing t h a t period a dozen ships, 
as well as two t rawlers , a seem
ingly high propor t ion un t i l one 
realises t h a t i t was th is squadron, 
of whose exis tence t he public 

: was scarcely aware, t h a t was 
" employing t he one weapon 
which was wound ing t h e enemy 
till he a lmost bled to d e a t h . " 

Thri l l ing as such a h i s to ry 
m u s t necessari ly be, i t w i l l 

V I E W OF K U T IN RUINS AFTER 
T H E SIEGE AND RECAPTURE. 

probab ly be valued more for t he lessons i t con
veys, t h a n for i ts record of quie t heroism in 
the face of cons tan t danger and amids t appal l ing 
condi t ions. One of these lessons is t h a t t he 
s t r eng th of a mar i t ime na t ion is embodied in i t s 
m e r c h a n t shipping no less t h a n i ts N a v y ; t h e 
o ther is t he danger of ves t ing prac t ica l ly un 
limited a u t h o r i t y in a small bu reauc ra t i c assembly. 

Such was the Con t r aband Commit tee of t h e 
Foreign Office, set u p t o decide t he fate of ships 
cap tured b y the b lockading squadron . I t was 
bound b y " n o law, custom, precedent , t r ea ty , 
rules of evidence, rules of procedure, or legal 
r e s t r a in t , " and, by allowing cargoes obviously 
in tended for t he enemy to cont inue t o the i r 
des t ina t ion , was largely responsible for t h a t ugly 
belief concerning t he presence in high quar te r s 
of a " h idden h a n d . " F o r t u n a t e l y th is phase of 
ma ladmin i s t r a t ion passed and th i s c o u n t r y was 
able to r eap to the full t h e benefits of t h e work 
being done b y the T e n t h Cruiser Squadron in 
the t empes tuous no r the rn seas. 

Admira l R ichmond ' s book is of a more con
troversial character , and will appea l to exper t s 
r a t h e r t h a n t o t he general publ ic . In i t he 

From Jungle to Jiitland 
By Major Claude Wallace 

[Nisbet). 
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THE BOOKMAN 
CHRISTMAS 1932 

I. • 

':^^:mism 
From Maeterlinck and I 

By Georgette Leblanc 
[Methuen]. 

discusses t he vexed quest ion of t he r ight 
of beUigerent na t ions to cap tu re neu t r a l 
vessels a t sea. Though opinions differ 
widely on th i s subject , t he a u t h o r makes 
o u t a good case for t h e re t en t ion of t h e 
r igh t of search. Since, he argues, a war 
can on ly be carried on as long as t h e com
b a t a n t s can ob ta in t he mate r i a l necessary 
t o prosecute i t , t he longer t h e y are enabled 
t o ob ta in th i s mater ia l , t he longer the war 
will las t w i th i ts a t t e n d a n t consequences— 
dea th , des t ruc t ion and misery. I n o the r 
words, if t he aboli t ion of t he r igh t of search 
is establ ished, i t will only be for t he benefit 
of neu t r a l speculators whose pockets will 
be filled as long as t he s laughte r cont inues . 

While , no doub t , equal ly cogent argu
m e n t s could be produced to comba t t he 
au tho r ' s views, i t is for th is ve ry reason 
t h a t all those who are in teres ted in t h e 
safety of t he Empi r e should read th is book. 
I t is i l lus t ra ted and the re is a wel l -arranged 
index . 

UNDER TSAR AND SOVIET. 
By John W. Hird. I2s. 6d. (Hurst & 
Blackett.) 

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e usua l exaggera ted 
publ i sher ' s boost , th i s book is real ly in
format ive . Mr. H i r d has t h i r t y yea r s ' 
exper ience of Russia , a n d in t h e las t few 
jrears of i t seems t o h a v e collected a l l t h e 
sat i r ica l anecdotes a b o u t Bolshevik rule . 
H e has also m a n y amus ing ta les of his 
own t o tell , and some b i t t e r ones. And 
t h r o u g h t h e m e d i u m of a va r i ed personal 
experience he gives a l ively p ic tu re of 
Soviet Russ ia t o -day . A d m i t t e d l y i t is n o t 
a comple te p ic tu re ; if a n y c o u n t r y could 
be imagined t o be in only such condi t ions 
as Mr. Hi rd describes, i t could n o t con t inue 
t o be for long. B u t subs tan t i a l ly his p ic tu re 
is t h a t b r o u g h t back b y a n y m a n w h o has 
more t h a n a tour i s t ' s a cqua in t ance wi th 

DEATH OF M^LISANDE. 
A PERFORMANCE AT S A I N T - W A N D R I L L E . 

Russia , a n d to t h a t ex t en t i t 
is t r u e . To apprec ia t e i ts full 
flavour i t should be read along 
wi th , say, Mr. J u l i a n Hux ley ' s 
accoun t of his Cook's t o u r t o 
Parad i se . 

Ke rensky ' s preface—surely 
he is t h e wors t possible gu ide 
t o t h e c o u n t r y he deser ted 
fifteen years ago!—is a joke . 
L ike t h e Bolsheviks (speaking 
of course from ano the r angle 
a n d of o the r books) , he hopes 
t h a t Mr. H i r d will " help t o 
disperse, however l i t t le , t h e 
reg re t t ab le idea held b y publ ic 
opinion in E n g l a n d regard ing 
t h e br i l l iant ' ach ievements ' 
of S ta l in ' s d i c t a t o r s h i p . " I t 
seems t o be a common belief 
a m o n g Russ ian poli t icians of 
all shades t h a t t h e Br i t i sh 
publ ic ' s ideas are expressed b y 
t h e pro-Bolshevik a n d an t i -
BolsheVik c l a p t r a p o f t h e 
Br i t i sh Press , a n d t h a t t h e y 
lack minds of the i r own w i t h 
which t o judge . (Perhaps , all 
t h e books pnRuss iacons ide red , 
t h e y are r ight .) 

^ ^ ' W . H . H . 

From tharies 1 
By F. M. G. Higham 

[Hamilton). 
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CHARLES ON T H E WAY TO T H E 
SCAFFOLD. 

, , (After Wappers.) 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED


