WASHINGTON PERSPECTIVE . . .

Goodbyc and hello again

This is a personal column. It is written with the certain
sadness that attends leavetakings and is the last column I
shall write for California Journal from Washington, where
I have been bzsed the past seven and one-half years. These
were the concluding years of the most damaging and divi-
sive war in the history of the United States. They were the
years when our national profligacy was confronted by the
realities of scareity and deficit. They were the Nixon years,
and a time of {esting for our consitutional system.

For any reporter this was a challenging and rewarding
time to work inn Washington. I had the good fortune to come
here as a member of the Washington bureau of Ridder Pub-
lications, t1er a three-man bureau serving newspapers in
eight citizs. It was an ideal training ground for a
Washingto1 rzaporter, largely because Walter T. Ridder
created a civilized environment in which reporters were
free to develop their professional skills and to follow their
journalistic inclinations. With Walter’s encouragement, I
went to Vietnam and Laos with Representative Pete
MecCloskey an:d wrote a book about McCloskey’s ill-fated but
prescient ¢1allenge to Richard Nixon. (MeCloskey and Rep-
resentative John Ashbrook, also challenging Nixon, were
criticized by their own supporters for saying that the Presi-
dent was “immoral.” Let those who celebrate the virtues of
the politiczl eenter bear witness to the need for principled
politicians of the left and right.) I joined the national staff of
The Washi wgton Post in 1972, which meant the privilege of
working w:th David S. Broder and many other fine people.
After he won the Pulitzer Prize for distinguished commen-
tary in 1973, Broder said: “I think this is a time when people
will look bi.ck and say what they said about The New York
World of the 1920s — that to have been a reporter on The
Washingto 1 Post at this time was the best thing that could
have happened to a newspaperman. It’s a hell of an exciting
place to wcrk.”

# ¥ *

For me, as for most of us, the most exciting story was the
fall from gracez, and then from power, of Nixon. I had no-
thing to do with exposing the erimes of Watergate but much
to do with exploring the attitude that led to the crimes. On
July 29, 1973, I quoted a Nixon aide as saying: “There was a
sense in which White House people were cut off from other
institution:, institutions which enable you to cushion differ-
ences. These institutions were Congress, the press, the
Republicar: Party and Washington social life, by which I
mean not high society but the society of Washingtonians.
This had profound effects on the mentality and outlook of
the administration. If you see a liberal senator once a week
over a drirk, it’s going to be difficult to regard him as the
incarnatior. ot evil. But they formed their opinions from
speeches or from stories they read in the newspapers and,
for the most part, they never learned the nuances. Not
knowing Washington, they never became a part of it. They
worked 14 hours a day and talked only to themselves and
their families. What they did became a self-fullfilling
propheey.’

As I write this column, the news is that H.R. Haldeman
and John Mitchell have lost their last appeals and are going
to prison. Su:picious, eynical Mitchell, who in 1970 proc-
laimed Nixon “probably the most informed President
there’s ever been.” Those who were not informed, Mitchell
told the Lis Angeles Times, were the “stupid kids” and
“these stupid bastards who are running our educational
institutions . . .” Unsmiling, composed Haldeman, acting
like a parody of the press cariciatures of Nixon’s tight-lipped
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gatekeeper. The same day that The Post told of Haldeman’s
and Mitchell’s sentencing, it reported in an adjoining column
that the Supreme Court had set aside a murder conviction in
Louisiana of a 19-year-old who had killed a policeman in a
shootout. The Louisiana law, said the court, was defective
because it did now allow for mitigating circumstances in any
murder of a law enforcement officer. The murderer, poor
and Black, will have a new trial. The once-powerful presi-
dential aides would go to jail. The system is working. Nixon,
coming after Lyndon Johnson, may have destroyed the lin-
gering presumption of presidential goodness. But he dem-
onstrated, in a way he never intended, that the system re-

ally works.
* 3 *

It works in the Congress, too. A column I wrote for Cali-
fornia Journal in 1970 deseribed the myriad frustrations
experienced by California congressmen as they bumped up
against the walls of House tradition. Representative
Jerome Waldie was at the time considered a model of excep-
tional daring, not to mention foolhardiness, because he in-
troduced a no-confidence motion against aging House
Speaker John McCormack. Representative Thomas Rees
complained that the congressional system “treats men in
their mid-forties as if they are in diapers.” Waldie and Rees
are gone from the House now, along with most of the senior
congressmen they battled in those days. But Congress is a
better place for their successors after a series of reforms
that have curbed the authority (and sometimes tyranny) of
committee chairmen. President Carter, says Represen-
tative John Brademas of Indiana, has learned that the con-
gressional leaders are not employees of the White House.
And the House leaders have learned that the individual
members of the Congress are not their employees, either.

The Washington Perspective column started out as a “let-
ter from Washington,” first an actual personal letter to my
friend Jud Clark of California Research Consultants and
then a column of that name. It evolved into its present form
over the years with the considerate guidance of Thomas
Hoeber and Ed Salzman. In an early column of February 26,
1970, I reflected on the provinciality of Californians in
Washington who were convinced of the superiority of their
way of life back home. These convictions have been shaken
by events, and the way of life has changed. “You are going
back to California just when the water has run out,” say my
friends in Washington. Or just in time for The Great
Earthquake. Or in time to see that expectations of the good
life are going, going, gone.

There is much to all of this, I suppose, and yet it can be
said with equal accuracy that the changes and the reduced
expectations have recreated the challenge which brought
our forefathers to California in the first place. Before Cali-
fornia was the land of milk and honey, it was the frontier.
Now it is the frontier again, at least in the sense that the
state’s difficulties typify the problems and opportunities
facing the nation. As they say in television, only time will
tell how the Carter folks measure up to these challenges. I'll
miss covering them, but not too much. For me, the sadness
which I feel at leaving Washington is diminished by the
recognition that I'm coming home.

Lou Cannon is now The Washington Post’s western-
states correspondent based in Los Angeles. Starting next
month, this column will be written by Leo Rennert of the

McClatchy Newspapers.
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ON POLITICS, REPORTING OR EVEN SEX . . .

For recreational reading this summer,
how about a book from the Journal Press?

The most convenient — and least expensive — way to develop a useful library on
Cudliforia government is by taking advantage of special book offers from the Cali-
fornia Journal. Each month, the Journal offers a variety of books on California
politics, usually at discount prices. The current selection: -

Reporting: An Inside View, by Lou Cannon. A
new 320-page book by the Journal’s Washington
columnist (and a Washington Post political writer)
giving a behind-the-scenes account of the craft of

journalism in the post-Watergate era. Hardback,

$10.55; softbound, $5.25, including tax.

derry Brown: High Priest and Low Politician,
by Ed Salzman, with cartoons by Paul Conrad of the
Los Angeles Times. A 1977 book based in part on
Joumal articles analyzing California’s Governor as
chief of state and candidate for office. Price: $3.13 a
copy, including tax.

California Journal Almanac of State Govern-
ment and Politics, 1977 - 78 edition, compiled
by Ed Salzman, editor of the California Journal; 192

pages of photographs, biographies, maps, and mis- .

cellaneous information about all aspects of state gov-
ermnment. Price: $4.19, including tax.

A Guide to California Government, 11th edi-
tion, by the League of Women Voters of California. A
new 158-page paperback explaining the fundamen-
tals of the California governmental system. Price:
$3.50 a copy, including tax.

Sex Code of California, prepared by Planned
Parenthood Affiliates of California. A compendium
explaining the history of California sex laws, where
they stand today and where they may be going.
Price: $5.25 per copy, including tax.

The Carey McWilliams trio, classic paperback vol-

-umes describing the development of California from

desert to population center, written by Carey McWil-
liams, long-time editor of The Nation magazine. Cal-
ifornia: The Great Exception — $4.25, including
tax. Factories in the Field — $4.25, including tax.
Southern California: An Island on the Land —
$3.50, including tax. Special offer for all three vol-
umes (retail price $14.69). $10.60, including sales
tax.

The Secret Boss of California, by Authur H.
Samish and Bob- Thomas; the fascinating hardback
autobiography of the one-time@mnaster lobbyist who
called himself ‘“the governor of the Legislature.”
Published at $5.95. Our price: $3.18, including tax.

" Postage and handling are free on prepaid, Bank-

Americard or Master Charge orders. Send orders to
California Journal Press, 1617 10th St., Sac-
ramento 95814.

Any man who has the brains to think and the nerve to
act for the benefit of the people of the country is consid-
ered a radical by those who are content with stagnation

and willing to endure disaster.

— William Randolph Hearst
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