land’s highest court declared that monopolies were il-
legal under the Magna Carta. But the Louisiana
butchers didn’t fare as well. In a 5-4 decision, the Su-
preme Court declared that the 14th Amendment did
not protect businessmen from regulatory abuse by
their own states.

HE IMPLICATIONS were profound. In post-

Civil War America, southern states were

routinely violating the rights of recently

freed slaves, enacting laws that subverted
not only the right to earn a living, but freedom of
speech, freedom of travel, and the right to possess fire-
arms. The Slaughter-House decision gave states and
localities wide berth to curtail freedoms, and it would
be another century before the federal government put
serious effort into ending state abuses.

In the second half of the 20th century, courts did
begin to champion civil rights, but they did so by
relying on other constitutional provisions. The “privi-
leges or immunities” clause was allowed to remain
dormant — along with the protections it should ex-

tend to economic freedom. Even today, courts often
refuse to provide any but the most cursory protection
for the rights of business owners. Instead, lawmakers
are generally free to impose all but the most irrational
limits on the freedom to buy, sell, trade, work, or
create wealth.

The gun-rights case carries the potential for funda-
mental change. The attorneys for the gun owners
argue that states and local governments should be re-
quired to respect the right to keep and bear arms be-
cause this is one of the “privileges or immunities” pro-
tected by the Constitution.

If the Court agrees, and overrules its 1873 decision,
we could see a new level of protection for constitu-
tional freedoms of all sorts: not just gun rights, but
the right of business owners and entrepreneurs to be
free of harassment and anti-competitive conduct by
state governments. It is long past time that the 14th
Amendment was given its true and full meaning —
and that courts extended full protection to the right
of all Americans to earn a living without unfair gov-
ernment interference. CPR

WHAT YOU HAVEN'T BEEN TOLD ABOUT GUN CONTROL

By SAM PAREDES

hat do Nazi Germany, the
former Soviet Union,
communist China, and
California have in com-
mon? Well, first: none of these
places suffered from serious fire-
arms’ crime problems before the
ruling elites took power. Second:
each imposed gun registration any-
way to serve the eventual purpose
of taking guns away. 7
But you object: they can’t do
that in the Golden State; we have
the Second Amendment. And —
so? When have fanatical radicals
ever given a rip about 200-(plus)-
year-old parchments if they found
them inexpedient in achieving their
aims? Unfortunately those fanatical
leftists are in charge of our state
Legislature. They know their be-
hinds were handed to them in 2008
when the U.S. Supreme Court

Sam Paredes is executive director of
Gun Owners of California.

ruled (in Heller v. D.C) that the
Second Amendment protects an in-
dividual, personal right. They know
that the same high court will soon
rule on McDonald v. Chicago and is
fully expected then to incorporate
Heller to cover state and local gov-
ernments’ attempts to infringe Sec-
ond Amendment rights. Yes, they
know ... and they don’t care!
Assemblyman Mike Feuer (D-
Los Angeles), author of AB 1810
(which calls for the registration of
all rifles and shotguns) from now
on and into the future, is one of
these radicals. He is undaunted by
the prospect of having a mere court
of law clean his clock on his pet is-

sue yet again. He will push the issue
in every direction, determined to
get away with everything he can,
then continue to pose as the fearless
champion of left-wing salvation
through depriving people of their
ability to defend themselves. He
knows that always plays well in cer-
tain circles where he can do well for
himself.

Gun crimes are down in Califor-
nia and the vast majority of those
committed are connected to gang
activities, so it doesn’t make sense
to institute long gun registration.
(Canada, by the way, a country
with a slighty lower population
than California, is close to dump-
ing its $2 billion long gun registra-
tion program because it’s proven
useless in fighting or preventing
crime.

The sole purpose of gun registra-
tion per se is to establish where the
guns are when the chance comes to
take them away. PR
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> A Closer Look

The Incredible Shrinking Church

Christian Leaders relinquished both their social influence and the moral high ground to secularists.

MICHAEL S. FREDENBURG

We tried to defend the unborn child, the dignity of the
family, but it was a holding action. We are awash in evil
and the battle is still to be waged. We are right now in the
most discouraging period of that long conflict. Humanly
speaking, we can say we have lost all those battles.

— Dr. James Dobson March 3, 2009, in his farewell

speech as president of Focus on the Family.

HosE WHO have heard Dr. Dobson speak

over the last couple of decades know that

his last speech as head of Focus on the

Family was much in line with many other
speeches he has given in the past 20 years: not exactly
filled with optimism. Still, Dr. Dobson’s pessimism is
understandable as he has been on the forefront of try-
ing to protect and help children for most of his life,
and his heart must be broken by the devastation he sees
being visited on children by our society.

Anyone not living the life of an ostrich is familiar
with at least some of the statistics documenting the de-
cay in cultural values and rise of negative and destruc-
tive behavior among all sectors of the population, but
by themselves the statistics cannot adequately convey
the depths to which our culture has sunk. A 2006 New
York magazine article, “The Cuddle Puddle of Stuyve-
sant High School,” documents is some detail what
those who work in high schools know to be true. Ir de-
scribes groups of teenagers getting together at lunch
time to hook up for same sex, cuddling, and kissing as
a precursor to more intimate after school activity. The
article goes into much more detail and, sadly, what it

Michael S. Fredenburg is a conservative writer and politi-
cal activist living in the San Diego area.
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documents is not isolated to this one particular school.
Indeed, it is estimated that now more than 600 homo-
sexual “Support” clubs exist at high schools throughout
the United States.

The explosion in homosexual experimentation is
mirrored by the explosion in premarital heterosexual
activity as reflected by the astronomical rates of sexually
transmitted diseases (STD) among teenagers. A Cen-
ters for Disease Control study released March 11,
2008, found that one in four teenage girls have a sexu-
ally transmitted disease. The two common STDs in-
fecting teenage gitls are human papillomavirus, or
HPV (18 percent), and chlamydia (4 percent), both of
which have serious long-term health consequences.

Of course the assault on the value of life continues
with publicly-funded abortion through all nine months
now having been the law of the land for more than 35
years. On the other end of the spectrum of life, we see
support growing in the general population for euthana-
sia with stare-sanctioned euthanasia now legal in Wash-
ington and Oregon. Other states, including California,
seem ripe for the passage of similar legislation.

The devastating impact of fatherless households on
children and women is well-documented and has been
particularly devastating in the black community. How-
ever, all communities and ethnicities are increasingly
being affected by rising rates of out of wedlock births
and absentee fathers. That the culture is in a negative
downward spiral secems inarguable.

The deteriorating culture hurts everyone, but it dis-
proportionately impacts children, women, and, espe-
cially, fatherless children. So where has the church been
in all of this? Sadly the answer is, for the most part (de-
spite over publicized examples to the contrary), that the
church, particularly the evangelical church, has been
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