
TYPICAL DOGS.—SETTERS. 

fringe tapering to a pointed tip. His coat is 
short, flat, soft to the touch, and, where it 
extends into what is technically known as 
feathering, is like spun silk in quality. 

His color is like the red of polished mahog
any, or 

" In gloss and hue the chestnut, when the shell 
Divides threefold to show the fruit within," 

but only appears after the shedding of the 
tawny coat of puppyhood. This red, which 
may vary from a light shade to the deep, rich 
hue, belongs by right of a long inheritance to 
the Irish setter, and, except a little white which 
appears on the head' and chest of many 
specimens, is the only legitimate color. The 
strains which show a black tip to the coat, or 
occasionally a black specimen, are beyond 
dispute impure. 

William Jarvis. 

THE LLEWELLIN SETTERS. 

THE dogs from which those now bearing 
the above name are descended made their 
first appearance at English field trials in 1871, 
when Dan and Dick, litter brothers, were 
brought out by Mr. Thomas Statter, of Stand 
Hall, Manchester, and won at Shrewsbury. 
In saying this I do not mean that Dan and 
Dick were of unknown pedigree, for this was 
not the case, as will presently appear, but only 
th U ilKsi. two. \\\\\\ iln.il sister Dora, are ac-

LLEWELLIN SETTEE " GLADSTONE. 
( F R O M A P I C T U R E B Y J. M. TRACY.) 

cepted as the first specimens of this now cele
brated strain. 

To Mr. Statter and Mr. Barclay Field the 
honor of founding this strain belongs. It 
originated in the union of Field's Duke and 
Statter's Rhcebe. Duke, a noted trial winner, 
was descended from SirF. Graham's celebrated 
kennel, and Rhcebe was a nearly pure Gor
don. Later Mr. Statter bred Rhcebe to dogs 
of Mr. Laverack's breed, producing progeny 
of blood similar to Dan, Dick, and Dora, as 
the Laveracks were originally from the same 
strain as Sir F. Graham's dogs, and had also 
a cross of Gordon from Lord Lovat's kennel, 
to which it has been proved Mr. Laverack 
resorted, notwithstanding repeated assertions 
that his breed was free from all crosses. 
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TYPICAL BOGS.—SETTERS. 

Shortly after the Shrewsbury meeting of 
1871, Mr. Llewellin bought Dan, Dick, and 
Dora from Mr. Statter. It is proper to 
remark in this place that Mr. Llewellin has 
never claimed any credit as being even in part 
an originator of the breed; but he does claim 
that he has developed and improved his 
branch of it into dogs of greater excellence 
than any others, and has given to them the 
fixed attributes which distinguish a true breed. 
Recognition of this, and also because he 
alone has preserved the strain in its original 
lines, both Mr. Statter and Mr. Field having 
introduced other crosses, has led all fair-
minded men to concede Mr. Llewellin's right 
to consider the breed now his own. 

From its first introduction to the public this 
strain rapidly rose to be sensational. Its rep
resentatives swept the field trials of their 
prizes, and from this fact soon came to be known 
as the " field-trial breed." The honor thus 
gained was, however, coveted by other breed
ers for their dogs, and this name was unscru
pulously appropriated for all such as were even 
in part ofthe same blood. Thisled to a definition 
of the field-trial strain, which was declared to 
be " the blood of Duke and Rhoebe, or of one 
or both of these crossed with the Laveracks." 
As illustrations of these various combinations 
I will cite Dan, who was of the Duke-Rhoebe 
blood alone; Rob Roy, by the Laverack 
Fred, out of Rhoebe ; and Druid, by the Lav
erack Prince out of Dora, sister to Dan. I t 
has been claimed that the above limitation 
will not hold good, as it includes three differ
ent combinations, and such variety is not ad
missible in any breed. This theory would be 
tenable but for the kindred origin of the Duke 
and Laverack blood; but this kinship being 
recognized (as it is by those who have inves
tigated the Laverack history without prejudice, 
and who are not imposed upon by Mr. Laver-
ack's preposterous table of pedigrees), it is 
evident there is no blood in any one of these 
combinations not present in the others, and 
consequently there is no inconsistency in claim
ing that all belong to the same breed. 

The first field-trial setter brought to this 
country was Dart, by Prince out of Dora, im
ported in 1874 by Mr. L. H. Smith of Strath-
roy, Ontario, she being quickly followed by 
her dam Dora, imported by Mr. Luther 
Adams of Boston, who also brought out Rock, 
by Mr. Smith's Leicester, and by the writer's 
Rob Roy and Queen Mab. The success of Mr. 
Smith's pups in their first field trial, backed 
by the reputation of the breed abroad, at once 
established it in the esteem of our sportsmen, 
and led to further importations by the above 
gentlemen and others, and to a great demand 
for the dogs in all parts of the country. 

These dogs continued to be known as 
"field-trial setters" till early in 1878, when 
Mr. Smith wrote to myself and others promi
nently engaged in breeding them, and pro
posed to change the name to Llewellin setters, 
in recognition of what that gentleman had 
done for their improvement. So far as I know 
all promptly concurred; in any event, the name 
was adopted not only by breeders but by the 
public, and its propriety was unquestioned till 
of late, when attempts were made to show it 
was misapplied and Mr. LleweUin not entitled 
to the honor it implied. I do not propose to 
discuss this matter, but I do not go too far in 
asserting that most American sportsmen still 
use the name and refuse to recognize the dogs 
by any other. 

The characteristics of the Llewellin setters 
are great beauty of physical form, joined to 
courage, intelligence, and field qualities of 
higher order than those possessed by any other 
breed. Their colors are blue and lemon bel-
tons, black and white, dark lemon and white 
(called orange and white), black, white, and tan, 
and a few, liver and white, or liver, white, and 
tan. The above claim to superiority over other 
breeds is no outgrowth of the writer's partial
ity, but has been demonstrated in both Eng
land and this country by the fact that these 
dogs have won more prizes at field trials than 
the representatives of all other breeds com
bined. This is a matter of record. 

Arnold Surges. 

THE MODERN ENGLISH SETTER. 

W H I L E the pointer is known to have come 
originally from Spain, the setter cannot 
be proved other than of English origin. 
" Stonehenge " speaks of it as the most na
tional of British dogs and as having certainly 
existed four centuries. 

Edward Laverack, while claiming general 
deterioration through careless and injudicious 
breeding, in 1872 named a few kennels of 
choice blood that had been carefully guarded. 
Three of the sorts he commended have con
tributed to the blood of the recent importa
tions—the " Gordon," the " Southesk," and 
his own, the " Laverack." He did not men
tion Sir Frederic Graham's, but it has proved 
one of the most useful of them all. 

American sportsmen had imported English 
dogs as opportunity offered; but this was 
not often; and such as came had only the 
prestige of foreign birth, or perhaps of being 
from the kennel of a nobleman. Nearly all 
were without pedigrees with lines of noted 
ancestry. Without such, breeding is experi
mental — a slow, tentative process which few 
men have either interest or patience to . de-

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED


