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To sum all up, this is not only the like-
ness of 2 woman who has an interest for
those who know the original, but it is as
well a picture that would retain its high
value to a future day when possible vicis-
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situdes might leave it to its own intrinsic
worth, to be adjudged as we to-day ad-
judge portraits without consideration of
aught but the canvas and the message it
records.

James Montgomery Flagg

HE first entry of achievement under

the name of Mr. Flagg in the cur-
rent volume of “Who ’s Who in Amer-
ica” records that he was an illustrator of
“St. Nicholas” in 1890, which date our
old friend the Lightning Calculator will
almost instantly inform us is a quarter
century in the past.

Now, to subtract a round twenty-five
years from Mr. Flagg’s far from lengthy
sojourn with mankind leaves a minuend
that does not entitle the youthful artist to
long trousers, and puts him into short
jackets; and thereby hangs a tale.

The year 1890 beheld the artist J. M.
Flagg about to enter the art world and
his teens. In March of that year, on a
Saturday afternoon, Jimmy Flagg, armed
only with a few pencil sketches he had
made in Central Park, overcame a boy’s
awe of the editorial Olympians, and pre-
sented himself in the office of “St. Nicho-
las” and asked to see one of the editors.
The writer of these lines was told to re-
ceive the young caller, and after a few
words set himself to examine the boy’s
drawings.

There was something in those easy, un-
studied lines that breathed ability and
capacity so great that words of praise and
encouragement seemed only a duty. They
were strong and sincere words, and, as
Mr, Flagg said recently, sent him away
“walking on air.”

The editorial praise was duly reported
at home, and led to another visit from the
young artist, this time to ask if the editor
would  repeat to the boy’s mother the
praise already given to the boy’s work.
And soon afterward came the mother, to

whom even more was said than could be.

properly put in talking to a boy of twelve

—something of what unusual promise for
the future seemed to be in .the sketches
shown. A plea was made that the rarity
of the boy’s gift entitled him to give his
life to art work. The plea was the
stronger that it came from one who in
boyhood had wished to be an artist, and
who to this day regrets that the wish was
never carried out.

An invitation to visit the boy’s father
was given, and within a few days the
writer found himself invited to dine and
afterward to take part in a family council.
It was not a matter of combating paren-
tal opposition, but of strengthening pa-
rental faith, and changing passive willing-
ness into an active purpose to further a
wise ambition.

After that talk, Mr. Flagg’s visits to the
editorial office became frequent, and the
young illustrator was always assured of a
warm welcome and of a keen interest in
his work, some of which the magazine
published, though of course the drawings
of that time had in them more of prom-
ise than of fulfilment.

Art teaching was sought, and the na-
tive skill was trained and developed
chiefly under the wise guidance of the Art
Students’ League, where the artist was
able to prove his ability in competition
with his fellows. In the outer world also
was found a demand for the forceful pen-
cil of the capable student, and before long
frequent checks proved that even from the
commercial point of view an art career
was to be worth while. '

To-day we do not need to give readers
a list of his works with pen, brush, and
pencil to entitle James Montgomery
Flagg to his place in the sun or in the
exhibitions. But The Century Co. is
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glad to put on record the story of what-
ever part in the boy’s early work may
have been played by the welcome he re-
ceived when he brought his first sketches
to the office of “St. Nicholas,” and there
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found a welcome and a sympathy which
did something for his future. That in the
case of Mr. Flagg the encouragement was
sure to be met with at some period does
not lessen the value of early recognition.

«Peace and Disarmament”

60 Victoria St., Toronto.
26th. Jany. 1915.
Sir:—

Mr. W. Morgan Shuster in his article
on “Peace and Disarmament” in -your
February number gravely misstates (page
506, column 2) the views of the late Mr.
J. A. Cramb. The following is a quota-
tion from “‘Germany and England” (page
44 John Murray 1914 edition) :

Do we imagine that the other Powers of
the Continent see England exactly as Eng-
land sees ‘itself—England! the successful
burglar who, an immense fortune amassed,
has retired from business, and having broken
every law, human and divine, violated every
instinct of honour and fidelity on every sea
and on every continent, desires now the pro-
tection of the police! .
land, the great robber-State, retains her
booty, the spoils of a world, what right has
she to expect peace from the nations? -

.. So long as Eng-

and the following is Mr. Shuster’s ob-
servation thereon,—

Although his (Mr. Cramb’s)
have been quoted by the hasty as an answer

lectures

to Bernhardi, there are passages in his
work which place British policy in no envi-
able light. Surely an Englishman is not
biased when he states, in the same breath
with which he warns his countrymen (1913),
that war with Germany is inevitable:

Even a cursory perusal of the quotation
from the Lectures in the light of the con-
text makes it quite apparent that Mr.
Cramb was but tersely putting theatti-
tude of men of the type of Eisenhart, Bley
and, above all, Treitschke, and not even
remotely indicating his own views.

On pages 13 and 14 of the Lectures the
antagonism to England of these thinkers
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and writers is referred to at greater
length, but to say that Mr. Cramb agreed
with them or their criticisms is a very
grave error which finds no support in the
Lectures themselves.

Since Mr. Shuster’s appointment as
Treasurer-General of Persia in the Spring
of 1911 I have taken a lively interest in
“his writings and reported speeches and
from them have formed a- high opinion
of his intellectual honesty. It would
therefore seem clear to me that his mis-
taken interpretation of the passage above
referred to is attributable to hasty—1I had
almost used his own word ‘‘feverish”—
reading of the Lectures, rather than to an
emulation of the curious controversial
methods of Herr Bernhard Dernburg.

As an old reader of THE CENTURY I
know that it has always had a sound and
yet nice regard for accuracy, and mindful
of this I am emboldened to request a cor-
rection of Mr. Shuster’s statement in
vour March number.

Yours faithfully,
E. Percevan Brown.
The Editor “THE CENTURY,”
. The Century Co.,
Union Square, New York, N. Y.,
U. S. Al

60 Victoria St., Toronto.
4th. March, 1915,
Sir:

I thank you for your letter of the 10th.
ult. enclosing a copy of Mr. W. Morgan
Shuster’s letter to you of that date in reply
to my letter of the 26th. of January last
and I had deferred replying to it until I
heard from Mr. A. C. Bradley, who, you
will remember, wrote the preface to the
Murray Edition of “Germany and Eng-
land.”



