ately misled Dallas’s parents
about the life the boy was lead-
ing. So far from providing super-
vision, the university authorities
had no way of knowing from one
day to the nextifthe kid was even
in East Lansing (often he wasn’t).
They took five days to notify the
parents ofhis disappearance, and
Dear was in East Lansing for a
wecek before they allowed him to
explore the tunnels. Meantime,
“somebody” complained to the
Michigan State Police that Dear
was not properly licensed in the
state—anything, it seems, rather
than help uncover a potentially
damaging scandal.

It is difficult to say what Dallas
Egbert might have made of his
180+ IQ ifhe had been allowed
tolead amore normal life, or ifhe
had been sent to a responsible
liberal arts college instead of to
the nightmare campus of what
Russell Kirk has taught us to call
Behemoth U. O

Ugly Little Facts

AnthonyT.Bouscaren: Soviet
Offense: U.S. Defense; The

Foundations Press; Notre Dame, IN.

Adam M. Garfinkle: The Poli-
tics of the Nuclear Freeze;
Foreign Policy Research Institute;
Philadelphia.

The history of science, Albert
Einstein once observed, is that of
beautiful theories slaughtered by
ugly little facts. The history of the
nuclear freeze movement is that
of a beautiful theory impervious
to facts of every sort. The gos-
samer theory, of course, is that if
the USS. stops producing nuclear
arms, the Soviets will dolikewise,
and global peace will be the
eventual result. The unpleasant
facts will not support this fantasy.
In his short study Soviet Offense:
U.S. Defense, Anthony Bouscaren
carefully documents the unre-
lenting Soviet quest for nuclear

and conventional superiority
during a 15-year period in which
the U.S. did freeze its nuclear
arsenal and dramatically reduced
its conventional forces. The
sinister implications of the con-
tinuing Soviet buildup that
Bouscaren traces should be
evident to all but leftist ideologues
and the “invincibly ignorant.”
Professor Bouscaren briefly dis-
cusses the combination of West-
ern irrationalism and Soviet ma-
nipulation which has created the
freeze movement, but Adam Gar-
finkle offers a much more com-
prehensive treatment of the
movement in his Politics of the
Nuclear Freeze Intelligent and
carefully nuanced, Garfinkle’s
analysis explodes “the illusions
of certainty of freeze advocates.”
Of the nuclear dilemma, Garfinkle
writes, “Ambiguous solutions to
problems shrouded in uncer-
tainty are much to be preferred
to those that are clearcut and
wrong.” Lovers of beautiful
theories will not care for Gar-
finkle’s book; respecters of ugly
facts will find it invaluable. [}

The Sunset King

Olivier Bernier: Louis the
Beloved: The Life of Louis XV;
Doubleday; Garden City, New York.

Louis XV became King of
France at the age of five. For the
rest of his life he was to be
courted, tickled, and used by a
series of tutors, mistresses (de-
clared and undeclared), and
ministers. His long reign (1715-
74) is commonly credited with
bringing on the Revolution. The
list of charges ordinarily leveled
against the amiable monarch
include: court extravagance,
unsuccessful foreign policy, the
indulgence of his mistresses’
whims, the isolation of the court
from the exigencies of the real
world. Bernier makes a reasot-
able case for the King: his worst

problems were inherited and he
did the best with what he had. By
the end of his life, he could
congratulate himself on the
peace and prosperity which
France enjoyed. No foreign army
had invaded French soil (Canada
was lost, but no one seemed to
care about “a few acres of
snow”); the pernicious power of
the Parlement de Paris had been
broken (a revived parlement
helped bring on the crisis which
led to the unfortunate events of
1789); above all, France was
Iooked up to as the inteliectual
and artistic center of the world.
When men like Talleyrand
sighed for the lost glories of the
ancien régime, they were paying
a justified (if implicit) tribute to
Louis le bien-aimé.

It is hard not to sympathize
with Louis XV. It is equally hard

to forget that only 15 years after
his death Europe witnessed the
implosion of Old France and the
unleashing of a revolutionary
fury which was to infect the
entire world. Even Bernier con-
cedes that the King was too com-
placent in allowing his power to
be misused by aristocratic flun-
kies. On rare occasions he did
manage to assert himself, but his
exertions had no enduring effects.
Bernier’s extravagant praise of
Louis is something like the con-
servative rediscovery of the
Eisenhower years. Both regimes
showed a bright face to the
world: peace abroad, tranquility
at home; Louis was well beloved;
we all liked Ike. Less noticeable
but more significant in the long
run were the forces of social and
intellectual discontent which
overflowed intorebellion.  []

WASTE OF MONEY

Lucrative Lying

John Barth: The Friday Book:
Essays and Other Nonfic-
tion; G.P. Putnam’s Sons; New York.

“For the writer intent on
truth,” Solzhenitsyn observes,
“life never was, never is (and
never will be!) easy: his like have
suffered every imaginable harass-
ment—defamation, duels, a
shattered family life, financial
ruin or lifelong uarelieved pov-
erty, the madhouse, jail.” Things
are quite different for JohnBarth,
the prominent “post-modernist”
writer who calls himself a “pro-
fessional liar.” Over the past two
and a half decades, Barth’s lying
has brought him honorary de-
grees, invitations to symposia, a
cushy creative-writing profes-
sorship at Johns Hopkins.

All meaning for Barth is simply
an imaginative construct with no

absolute ontological grounding.
Since the real world of fact is
“devoid of ultimate meaning,”
the fictionist must repudiate any
sense of mimesis in his art, as he
creates, ex nihilo, “not a view of
the cosmos, but a cosmos itself.”
At bottom, Barth concedes, his
cosmos is a lie, but “my lies, at
least, will be of professional
caliber.” For most of Barth’s
rewarding career this has meant
creating lies that are “technically
up-to-date,” with all the gee-
gaws, anagrams, surrealism,
leftist rant, cute punctuation, and
pornography demanded by the
fashionable avant-garde. How-
ever, not long ago Barth allowed
as how, now that the “rigidities”
of “bourgeois realism” had been
broken up, perhaps post-modern-
ism could reclaim some of its
conventions. That is to say, now
that modernism has corroded
away all of the cognitive signifi-
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cance of traditional narration
and made storytelling utterly
hollow, now its tropes are fit
vehicles for liars like himself.

In this collection of essays and
speeches, Barth offers us some of
his nonfictional lies, though what
the distinction between fiction
and nonfiction is for a profes-
sional liar is difficult to say.
Certainly, Barth’s calls for
nationalizing major industries,
his paeans to the campus mad-
ness of the 60’s, and all of his
other “stock-liberal sentiments”
(as he calls them) would fit
nicely in some fantasy novel.
Barth did not have to tell us that
he dropped out of graduate
school because he had little
“ability for abstract thinking and
rigorous critical analysis” and
was therefore “out of [his] intel-
lectnal depth.” Yet he has never
let his intellectual limitations
restrain his ambitions. His aim as

a novelist is to create a fictional -

world “more orderly, meaning-
ful, beautiful, and interesting
than the one God turned out,”
and he announces that ifhe were
God he would startle and befud-
dle “my theologians” with a
“Boo!”

If Barth can turn himself into
god on Friday, we hope he takes
the weekend off. O

That Old Magic

Nicholas Von Hoffman: Or-
ganized Crimes; Barper & Row;
New York.

A boring book on a worn-out
theme (which has been ex-
ploited to exhaustion by count-
less books and movies) ineptly
written by a singularly un-
talented writer. Ooops, the
writer is one Von Hoffman, the
chic radical with a German
pseudoaristocratic prefix, a
fixture in “progressive” jour-
nalism—in a phrase: the leftist

Mr. Right. O

Introducing

‘The Source’

on the interaction of religion and society...

"Religion&Socie

REPORT

The Religion & Society Report is a
brand new newsletter from The Rockford
Institute’s New York Center on Religion
& Society.

Its purpose is bold and frankly controver-
sial: to reaffirm religion's role in shaping
the culture of our time — and, through the
culture, the ways we live together in public
and private.

Introductory offer — you save $6 to $16

Each monthly issue will deal vigorously and
outspokenly with ideas covering the full
spectrum of religious conviction and debate
— from left to right, from fundamentalist to
liberal — and we invite you to subscribe
now at special introductory rates.

Qur introductory offer: subscribe at $18
for one year — and save $6 off the regular
$24 subscription price. Subscribe for two
years — 24 issues for $32, and you’ll
save $16.

You’ll get on-the-scene,
‘inside’ information

The Report is edited by Richard John
Neuhaus, pastor, theologian, author, editor,
and one of the most respected figures on the
religious scene today. Pastor Neuhaus
brings to this newsletter years of leadership
in the renewal of religion and society.

Leading off each issue will be a timely
analysis, followed by a variety of reports on
major issues, events, trends, and personali-
ties in the sphere of religious, ethical,
political, and cultural interaction.

You will read on-the-scene (and some-
times behind-the-scenes) accounts of con-
ferences; convocations, and occasional
confrontations on the interface of religion
and society — giving you the ‘inside infor-
mation’ on controversial subjects and
developments.

Abortion « The Arms Race « Capital
Punishment « Genetic Engineering «
Shifting Alliances Between Christians and
Jews « Government Threats to Religious
Freedom « Euthanasia « Socialist Options
« Liberation Theology « Feminism and the
Family « South Africa and Disinvestment «
The Meanings of Virtue « Nuclear Power
and Nuclear War —

these are just a few of the Lopics you can
expect to find in The Religion & Society
Report.

‘Special Reports’ bonus for subscribers

As an added bonus, you, as a subscriber will
receive ‘Special Reports’ which will place
into perspective the range of ideas and
arguments on a specific issue — to assist
you in making your own informed
judgment.

Now being considered for early issues of
the Report: Can the pro-life movement
make inroads into the political left? Can the
“religious new right’” maintain its impact in
presidential politics?

Subscribe to ‘the source’

With your help, The Rockford Institute’s
New York Center on Religion & Society —
and The Religion & Society Report — can
play a pivotal part in a great renewal — a
renewal that advances both the integrity of
religion and the promise of American
democracy. You are invited to subscribe to
The Religion & Society Report — the
inclusive, timely and vigorously independent
‘source’ on the interaction of religion and
society.

Send for your subscription today by mailing
us the reader reply card accompanying this
advertisement. Or write: The Religion &
Society Report, P.O. Box 800, Rockford,
[llinois 61105.
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