
Elias, a good soldier fighting a bad 
war, or like Chris, green and maybe a 
little stupid but still capable of gethng 
by and, when the times comes, of 
wreaking his own justice with a rifle. 

Joker is something real to Platoon's 
paper cutouts, but he's not something 
especially admirable. He's gotten him­
self assigned as a reporter for Stars & 
Stripes, which means he's a hack for 
the military PR—a not entirely will­
ing one, but still a hack. He's not even 
a proper poor slob of a grunt sure to see 
action; he's behind it. 

Our hero is no hero; nothing even 
close. You could call him an antihero, 
maybe. Kubrick certainly undermines 
him all the way. When the big mo­
ment comes, when Joker's friend Cow­
boy is shot through by a sniper and 
dies in Joker's arms, he does set his jaw 
as true John Wayne tradihon dictates 
and goes after the killer. But he doesn't 
get him. Or rather, he doesn't get 
her—the sniper who has decimated 
this patrol ends up being a teenage 
girl. Joker runs out of bullets once he 
finds her and drops his gun in the 
confusion of being fired at. His little 
sidekick, the erstwhile so innocent 
Rafterman, is the one who actually 
shoots her down, yelping and grinning 
like a hound that's ripped its first fox. 

While it happens to be Joker who 
ends up giving the coup de grace, that 
coup de grace is really a mercy bullet 
she is begging for. Some victory, Kub­
rick is saying; some revenge, and some 
war. 

Kubrick seems fascinated not by 
characters but by the lack, the butt-
end, the eradication of personality. 
Think again of 200J, or of A Clock­
work Orange. What Hartman has 
started, Kubrick's Vietnam finishes. 
The war has given Kubrick another 
forum on which to stage his favored 
cult of the anhpersonality. There is so 
little in this movie of what normally 
defines a man. With two small excep­
tions, we never learn where any of the 
characters are from. We don't get their 
real names, either, just their nick­
names, many of which were given 
contemptuously by Hartman. Barely, 
and only because of Tet, do we learn 
when all this is happening. These men 
are only so much matter in a moral 
void—one simply there and given, a 
hell that popped up full-formed out of 
Kubrick's odd head. Is this a political 

movie or only Stanley Kubrick once 
again falling in love with a hell of his 
own making? 

Katherine Dalton writes from New 
York. 
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Gluttons for 
Punishment 
by Gary S. Vasihsh 

Recently, NBC News, and the Wall 
Street journal devoted features to what 
they claim, to an editor, is an Ameri­
can "obsession" with being thin. 
There may have been many more 
reports devoted to the topic—now that 
the passive-smoke issue is passe, peo­
ple are refocusing their attention on 
the state of bustlines, waistiines, but­
tocks form, etc., etc., etc. 

For years, people have struggled 
with diet, stuffing themselves with 
bran or grapefruit or rice, while at­
tempting to abstain from foods that 
don't leave the abdominal region feel­
ing like a bowling alley. The other part 
of the equation is exercise. Despite the 
efforts of running-shoe manufacturers 
and Vic Tanny ads showing Cher look­
ing like she just crawled off the set of 
Mad Max IV, working out is usually 
meant to make proper clothes fit well. 
And who would want to sweat in 
ultracostly ensembles? 

The point is, both diet and exercise 
require suffering. No matter how 
strong the desire to look good, the 
physics of inertia and the instinct for 
calories from nonnutritional sources 
(e.g., White Castle hamburgers, hot 
fudge sundaes) are more compelling. 
Today's pop-culture person is in a 
quandary. 

But medical technology has come to 
the rescue. Now we can have our 
Dove Bar and eat it too. 

The July issue of D, the Dallas city 
magazine, includes a feature modestly 
titled "The Ultimate Insider's Guide to 
Dallas." We are made to realize we are 
not merely in Texas, which in itself is 
astounding, but in its pivotal point. 
One article in the guide is "The 
Women: Why They Look So Good" 
and explains why Dallas has "more 

than its share of gorgeous women." 
The authors (two women) maintain 
the reason for this blessedness is that 
the Dallas Woman spends inordinate 
time curling eyelashes, applying 
makeup, and, yes, actually exercising 
in outfits Ordinary Women can only 
gaze at in fashion magazines. 

But the real reason why there are so 
many daughters of Aphrodite in Dallas 
is to be found on the following page. 
It's not magical, nor is it chemical— 
more to the point, it is medical. So 
much for romance. The page in ques­
tion includes an ad for the Aesthetic 
Surgical Center, which is not to be 
confused with your local College of 
Beauty Culture. 

At the risk of providing a free ad for 
the firm, the level to which medical 
science has taken us must be cited in a 
hungry Homeric list. To wit: 

*Abdomen: Abdominoplasty, suc­
tion-assisted lipectomy (SAL) 

*Arms: Lipectomy, SAL 
* Breasts: Augmentation mammo-

plasty, gynecomastia, mastopexy, re­
duction mammoplasty 

* Buttocks: Buttock lift, fat reintro-
duction, SAL 

*Cheeks: Malar augmentation, SAL 
*Chin: Augmentation mentoplasty, 

reduction mentoplasty, submental 
SAL 

*Ears: Otoplasty 
"^Eyes: Accents permanent lash-

liner, blepharoplasty 
*Face: Forehead lift, rhytidectomy, 

SAL 
*Hair: Flaps, plugs, scalp reduction 
*Hips: SAL 
*Mouth: Augmentation cheilo-

plasty, reduction cheiloplasty 
*Nose: Rhinoplasty 
*Skin: Chemabrasion, dermabra­

sion, zyderm collagen, zyplast colla­
gen 

*Thighs: SAL, thigh lift 
Certainly, one can only stare in 

wonder at this technological arsenal of 
plastic reconfiguration. 

Far be it from me to impugn the 
beauty of the women of Dallas. I lust 
in my heart as well as the next guy. 
But the whole thing strikes me as 
analogous to the food-engineered But-
terball turkey: It sure may look good, 
but it can't sing. 

Gary Vasilash eats hamburgers, tri­
glycerides notwithstanding. 
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