Elias, a good soldier fighting a bad
war, or like Chris, green and maybe a
little stupid but still capable of getting
by and, when the times comes, of
wreaking his own justice with a rifle.

Joker is something real to Platoon’s
paper cutouts, but he’s not something
especially admirable. He’s gotten him-
self assigned as a reporter for Stars &
Stripes, which means he’s a hack for
the military PR—a not entirely will-
ing one, but still a hack. He’s not even
a proper poor slob of a grunt sure to see
action; he’s behind it.

Our hero is no hero; nothing even
close. You could call him an antihero,
maybe. Kubrick certainly undermines
him all the way. When the big mo-
ment comes, when Joker's friend Cow-
boy is shot through by a sniper and
dies in Joker’s arms, he does set his jaw
as true John Wayne tradition dictates
and goes after the killer. But he doesn’t
get him. Or rather, he doesn’t get
her—the sniper who has decimated
this patrol ends up being a teenage
girl. Joker runs out of bullets once he
finds her and drops his gun in the
confusion of being fired at. His little
sidekick, the erstwhile so innocent
Rafterman, is the one who actually
shoots her down, yelping and grinning
like a hound that’s ripped its first fox.

While it happens to be Joker who
ends up giving the coup de grace, that
coup de grace is really a mercy bullet
she is begging for. Some victory, Kub-
rick is saying; some revenge, and some
war.

Kubrick seems fascinated not by
characters but by the lack, the butt-
end, the eradication of personality.
Think again of 2001, or of A Clock-
work Orange. What Hartman has
started, Kubrick’s Vietnam finishes.
The war has given Kubrick another
forum on which to stage his favored
cult of the antipersonality. There is so
little in this movie of what normally
defines a man. With two small excep-
tions, we never learn where any of the
characters are from. We don’t get their
real names, either, just their nick-
names, many of which were given
contemptuously by Hartman. Barely,
and only because of Tet, do we learn
when all this is happening. These men
are only so much matter in a moral
void—one simply there and given, a
hell that popped up full-formed out of
Kubrick’s odd head. Is this a political

movie or only Stanley Kubrick once
again falling in love with a hell of his
own making?

Katherine Dalton writes from New
York.

Gluttons for

Punishment
by Gary S. Vasilash

Recently, NBC News, and the Wall
Street Journal devoted features to what
they claim, to an editor, is an Ameri-
can “obsession”” with being thin.
There may have been many more
reports devoted to the topic—now that
the passive-smoke issue is passé, peo-
ple are refocusing their attention on
the state of bustlines, waistlines, but-
tocks form, etc., etc., etc.

For years, people have struggled
with diet, stufing themselves with

“bran or grapefruit or rice, while at-

tempting to abstain from foods that
don’t leave the abdominal region feel-
ing like a bowling alley. The other part
of the equation is exercise. Despite the
efforts of running-shoe manufacturers
and Vic Tanny ads showing Cher look-
ing like she just crawled off the set of
Mad Max IV, working out is usually
meant to make proper clothes fit well.
And who would want to sweat in
ultracostly ensembles?

The point is, both diet and exercise
require suffering. No matter how
strong the desire to look good, the
physics of inertia and the instinct for
calories from nonnutritional sources
(e.g., White Castle hamburgers, hot
fudge sundaes) are more compelling.
Today’s pop-culture person is in a
quandary.

But medical technology has come to
the rescue.  Now we can have our
Dove Bar and eat it too.

The July issue of D, the Dallas city
magazine, includes a feature modestly
titled “The Ultimate Insider’s Guide to
Dallas.” We are made to realize we are
not merely in Texas, which in itself is
astounding, but in its pivotal point.
One article in the guide is “The
Women: Why They Look So Good”

and explains why Dallas has “more

than its share of gorgeous women.”
The authors (two women) maintain
the reason for this blessedness is that
the Dallas Woman spends inordinate
time curling eyelashes, applying
makeup, and, yes, actually exercising
in outfits Ordinary Women can only
gaze at in fashion magazines.

But the real reason why there are so
many daughters of Aphrodite in Dallas
is to be found on the following page.
It’s not magical, nor is it chemical —
more to the point, it is medical. So
much for romance. The page in ques-
tion includes an ad for the Aesthetic
Surgical Center, which is not to be
confused with your local College of
Beauty Culture.

At the risk of providing a free ad for
the firm, the level to which medical
science has taken us must be cited in a
hungry Homeric list. To wit:

*Abdomen: Abdominoplasty, suc-
tion-assisted lipectomy (SAL)

*Arms: Lipectomy, SAL

*Breasts: Augmentation mammo-
plasty, gynecomastia, mastopexy, re-
duction mammoplasty

*Buttocks: Buttock lift, fat reintro-
duction, SAL

*Cheeks: Malar augmentation, SAL

*Chin: Augmentation mentoplasty,
reduction mentoplasty, submental
SAL

*Ears: Otoplasty

*Eyes: Accents permanent lash-
liner, blepharoplasty

*Face: Forehead lift, rhytidectomy,
SAL

*Hair: Flaps, plugs, scalp reduction

*Hips: SAL

*Mouth: Augmentation cheilo-
plasty, reduction cheiloplasty

*Nose: Rhinoplasty

*Skin: Chemabrasion, dermabra-
sion, zyderm collagen, zyplast colla-
gen

*Thighs: SAL, thigh lift

Certainly, one can only stare in
wonder at this technological arsenal of
plastic reconfiguration.

Far be it from me to impugn the
beauty of the women of Dallas. T lust
in my heart as well as the next guy.
But the whole thing strikes me as
analogous to the food-engineered But-
terball turkey: It sure may look good,
but it can’t sing.

Gary Vasilash eats hamburgers, tri-
glycerides notwithstanding.
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2730 THE CONSERVATIVE MIND — Russell
Kirk. New 7th Edition of “the best and clearest ex-
position of the conservative philosophy.” —James J.
Kilpatrick. $19.95

2550 WITNESS — Whittaker Chambers . Eloquent
autobiography of the man who spied for Stalin,
repented and became America’s chief anti-
Communist witness. $17.95

2201 WEALTH AND POVERTY — George
Gilder. “So grand in its outlook, so optimistic in its
approach that it is breathtaking....a positive
defense of capitalism as a moral foree - .. a book to
be treasured.” —Barron’s. $19.95 :

2451 MODERN TIMES: The World from the 20s

detailed, stylish survey of our era - by a conser-
vative. “Truly distinguished.” —Robert Nisbet, NY
Times. “Brilliant, densely textured.” —Wall St.
Journal, *“Extraordinary.” —Forbes. 817 pages.
$29.95

to the 80s — Paul Joknson. For the first time: a-

fluence ... this book is a valuable introduction.”
—Wall St. Journal. $15.95

2632 THE ESSAYS, ARTICLES & REVIEWS
OF EVELYN WAUGH. Rich 687-page collection
of 237 sparkling pieces — most never published in
US. $46

* 2620 SUICIDE OF THE WEST — Jarmes Burn-
ham . The most profound (and prophetic) insight in-
to the liberal mind ever written. “A book ... for
which the world has been aching.”—Wm. F.
Buckley Jr. $18.95

2630 LOSING GROUND — Charles Murrgy.
4*Has finally and unanswerably demolished both the
- fiioral and the practical claims of the welfare state.”
—George Gilder. “Devastating.” —National
Review. “A great book.”—Wall St Journal.
$23.95

Or, if you prefer, take TWO free. Values to $69.95

2713 MARXISM: Philosophy and Economics —
Thomas Sowel|. “‘Extraordinarily lucid and carefully
reasoned . . . if one wants to discover through simple
and straightforward language the essence of Marx’s
ideas as well as why they still maintain powerful in-

2693 THE GULAG ARCHIPELAGO, 1918-1956
— Alexander Solzhenitsyn. The three massive
volumes of the original here masterfully abridged by
Edward E. Ericson Jr. — with Solzhenitsyn’s ap-
proval. The heart of the most important anti-
Communist book ever written now emerges with
even greater impact. Foreword and Afterword by
Solzhenitsyn himself. $25

2554 UP FROM LIBERALISM — Wm. F.
Buckley Jr. Foreword by John Dos Passos. Classic
antidiberal polemic reissued. “What he says and
how he says it is sure. . .to drive the liberals to the
brink of mayhem. . .breathtaking.” —Wall St.
Journal. $16.95

2583 HOW DEMOCRACIES PERISH — Jean-
Francois Revel. “Casts a cold eye on the intellectual
side of our present danger ... a firebell in the
night.”’—George F. Will. $17.95

2612 THE LETTERS OF EVELYN WAUGH. If
letterwriting is a dying art, it expires gloriously in
these 684 pages. “Dazzling.”—Time. “Delicious.”
—Newsweek, $25

Houw to claim either one or two of these classics FREE
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BOOK CLUB 15 Oakland Avenue ¢ Harrison, NY 10528

Please check the option you prefer

How the Club Works
Every 4 weeks (13 times a year) you get a free copy of the Club Bulletin which

" offers you the Featured Selection plus a good choice of Alternates — all of in-

terest to conservatives. % If you want the Featured Selection, do nothing; it will
come automatically. ¥ If you don't want the Featured Selection, or you do
want an Alternate, indicate your wishes on the handy card enclosed with your
Bulletin and return it by the deadline date. % The majority of Club books will
be offered at 20-50% discounts, plus a charge for shipping and handling. % As
soon as you buy and pay for the number of books you agreed to buy at regular
Club prices, your membership may be ended at any time, either by you or by
the Club. s If you ever receive a Featured Selection without having had 10 days
to decide if you want it, you may return it at Club expense for full credit. #
Good service: No computers! % The Club will offer regular Superbargains,
mostly at 70-90% discounts plus shipping and handling. Superbargains do NOT
count toward fulfilling your Club obligation, but do enable you to buy fine
books at giveaway prices. s Only one membership per household.

[T] Please accept my membership in the Club and send, free and postpaid, the book
whose number I have written in the box below:

1

I agree to buy 3 additional books at regular Club prices over the next 18 months. I
also agree to the Club rules spelled out in this coupon.
[ Please accept my membership in the Club and send, free and postpaid, the two books
whose numbers I have written in the boxes below:
l
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1 agree to buy 4 additional books at regular Club prices over the next 2 years. [ also
agree to the Club rules spelled out in this coupon.
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