
POLEMICS & EXCHANGES 

On T h e Bork 
Confirmation 
Hearings' 
My entry for the Robert Rauschen-
burg translation contest: 
— Testimony of artist Robert Rausch-
enburg: 

Young, old, rich, and hopeful 
are united by repulsion that a 
nouveau changling by his 
tongue and his unproven 
change of ideology might 
entrap decades of innocences. 

— My translation: 

Attention, Art Worid! Did you 
see me trash Bork? Do you like 
me, toad that I am? O, I will 
do anything to please you! Will 
the invitations come now? 

If I win the $ 100 purse, please donate 
it to The Rockford Institute in my 
name. 

—John Peterson 
Barrington, IL 

On The Children 
Back in School' 
A public schoolteacher the past 17 
years, I believe the cost to the nation 
and its children of turning education 
over to a protected monopoly is much 
greater than even conservative editors 
might realize. 

Admittedly, the consolidation trend 
you deplore is a most deserving target 
for criticism. You neglect, however, 
one notably destructive consequence 
of that trend: huge high schools. Ano
nymity, formula-processing of stu

dents, and alienation are predictable 
outcomes of putting so many adoles
cents in one school. 

But this is only one example of the 
quality of decision-making insured by 
leaving the crucial decisions about 
schooling to bureaucrats and union-
dominated legislatures. The greatest 
cost of the protected monopoly struc
ture of America's schools is the impos
sibility of entrepreneurial advances in 
everything from history instruction to 
teacher selection. 

There is no market to promote what 
works and reject what does not; hence, 
good and bad ideas replace each other 
in cycles. Real innovation has no ad
vantage over the politically motivated 

not purchase conservative serials and 
books. I replied that books are general
ly reviewed in the liberal media, and 
the few conservative publications that 
review books either review the liberal 
books to put them down or are not 
taken by libraries. The reason conser
vative magazines are not taken is that 
they are not indexed in Readers' 
Guide, and the reason they are not 
indexed is that they are not taken by 
libraries, a vicious circle. 

Librarians do not censor, they 
select — that is, they do not purchase 
books or remove those that may be 
offensive to liberal tastes. Nothing lib
eral is too offensive, but a scholarly 
book written suggesting that racial dif-

popular fad. 
Your mterest is gratifymg, but I 

predict you and many others will be 
making virtually identical comments 
20 years hence unless parental choice 
and competition are introduced by 
tuition tax credits, vouchers, or capita
tion fees (as in the Thatcher govern
ment proposals). 

— Tom Shuford 
Oyster Bay, NY 

On 'Video Stores 
and Libraries' 
I have had a running battle with the 
liberal outlook of the library profession 
since my library school days. My orals 
covered why I thought that libraries did 

• * ^ * t ^ 

ferences might exist is offensive, as 
are books criticizing modern art or 
evolution. 

Nonprint items are growing faster 
than books — in fact, the other day I 
found over 30 tapes of a recent book, 
but only one copy of the book in our 
system. The retiring of books—that is, 
burning of many — is truly a horror 
story. I am afraid that taking money 
away from libraries will make the prob
lem worse. Those of us that are book 
people are on the low end of the totem 
pole and will be the first to go. 

—Anonymous 
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YOURS FREE 
"The finest coOection of 
stories for children • • • 

written in our times" 
—CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

7 uniform volumes in handsome boxed set 
Publisher's price $39L95 — yours FREE 

You may have started reading these stories around the age of 
eight. And it's safe to say you'll still be reading them at 88. Now 
the children you love can m e e t . . . 

"The Christian author kids lilie best" 
—CATHOLIC TWIN CIRCLE 

"The books offer excitement and adventure enough to please 
restless young readers, and Christian teaching transparent 
enough 'to get the message across' — without seeming 
preachy," adds the reviewer. 

It's not surprising that Christian publications of all denomina
tions rave about C. S. Lewis. He's everyone's favorite Christian 
writer. But secular media are equally enthusiastic. E.g., Parents' 
Choice: 

"Rich in illusion, entertainment and philosophy . . . some of the 
most satisfying fantasy books ever penned • • • resolute atheists take 
note, NARNIA is religious fantasy . . . Asian is God, thinly dis
guised. Fortunately, Lewis' rather exalted philosophical air is breezy 
with humor." 

Every volume is a gem: 

THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE. How Asian, the 
noble Lion, frees Narnia from the spell of the White Witch. 
"Fantasy in the best tradition, full of strange beasts, witches and 
children . . . A family book to read aloud."—San Francisco 
Chronicle. "Beautiful, frightening, wise."—Afew Yorker. 

PRINCE CASPIAN. How the good Prince and his army of talking 
beasts conquer the Tehnarines. "Good plot, convincing 
chSiTSicters."—Saturday Review. "Wonderfully well written . . . 
style and imagination as seldom met in modern b o o k s . " — N F 
Herald Tribune. 

THE VOYAGE OF THE DAWN TREADER. Caspian sails through 
magic waters to the end of the world. "Should be introduced to 
all imaginative children."—Horn Book. 

THE SILVER CHAIR. How Prince Rilian escapes from the 
underground kingdom of the Emerald Witch. "Discriininating 
young fairy-tale fans . . . discover [Narnia stories] without adult 
help."—NY Herald Tribune. 

THE HORSE AND HIS BOY A talking horse and a boy prince save 
Narnia from invasion. "Children, surfeited on unimaginative 
tales of socially adjusted children learning socially useful 
processes, will welcome this story of kidnapped princes and 
knights in armor and turreted castles."—NY Times. 
THE MAGICUN'S NEPHEW. How Asian created Narnia and gave 
the gift of speech to its animals. "Top-drawer Lewis for any 
reader from about ten up — and that definitely goes for the 
whole range of adult readers, too."—Episcopal Church News. 

THE LAST BATTLE. Evil comes to Narnia, so Asian leads his peo
ple to a new paradise. "The great themes of creation, fall, 
redemption and final consummation are all contained [in the 
seven volumes], presented so vividly that child and adult equally 
find themselves caught up in the spell."—A^y Times. 
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How the Club Works 
Every 4 weeks (13 times a year) you get a free copy of the Club Bulletin, which 
offers you the Featured Selection plus a good choice of Alternates. Books on 
current issues, religion, economics, Communism, politics, children's books, etc. 
— all of interest to conservatives. * If you want the Featured Selecdon, do 
nothing. It will come automatically. • If you don't want the Featured Selection, 
or you do want an Alternate, indicate your wishes on the handy card enclosed 
with your Bulletin and return it by the deadline date. * The majority of Club 
books are offered at 20-50% discounts, plus a charge for shipping and handling. 
* As soon as you buy and pay for 4 books at regular Club prices, your 
membership may be ended at any time, either by you or by the Club. * If you 
ever receive a Featured Selection without having had 10 days to decide if you 
want it, you may return it at Club expense for full credit. * Good service. No 
computers! • The Club will offer regular Superbargains, mosdy at 70-95% dis
counts plus shipping and handling. Superbargains do not count toward fulfiUing 
your Club obligation, but do enable you to buy fine books at giveaway prices. 
• Only one membership per household, 

/If CONSERVATIVE 11! BOOK CLUB 
15 Oakland Avenue • Harrison, N.Y 10528 

Please accept my membership in the Club and send me FREE the 
7-volume $39.95 quality paperback set of The Chronicles of Narnia 
by C.S. Lewis. I agree to buy 4 additional books at regular Club 
prices over the next 2 years. I also agree to the Club rules spelled out 
in this coupon. C C U L - 3 0 
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