POLEMICS & EXCHANGES

On It’s 10 AM. on
a School Day—Do
You Know Who
Has Your Child?’

With apologies to your chubby read-
ers, Jane Greer’s rundown of the Na-
tional Education Association’s July
convention in Los Angeles in the De-
cember issue brought back memories
of the glimpses of it I accidentally
caught.

The NEA crowd had just hit town,
and the delegates virtually had taken
over the hotel. Generally speaking,
they were very bland, mid-America
looking, but what was really striking
was their weight. About 25 percent
weren't just fat or plump or obese but
carried the sort of weight that routinely
indicates serious health problems. An
equal number were conventionally
overweight.

I’ve been around large professional
conventions and groups before, but
I've never seen such a socially awkward
group, judging from the talk in the
hall. They seemed to have trouble
striking up conversations, as if they
were afraid others would see through
them. 1 couldn’t decide if they’'d
flunked Dale Carnegie or were waiting
for an official NEA small-talk guide or
were just displaying a natural profes-
sional fear of hall monitors.

I spent a fair amount of time wan-
dering around, and I only heard sex
education mentioned once. I think it
was the only time I heard any method-
ology discussed. Then, it seemed to be
an icebreaker. 1 slowed down to find
out what a modern-day sex education-
ist looks like.

She was in her late 20’s and had hair
to her waist and was Asian, so you'd
think she’d be too smart to be mixed

up with the NEA, much less sex ed.
But she was fat.
— Norman Stewart

Hickory, NC

On ‘Protestant
Politics, Religion,
and American
Public Life’

In his excellent article, Mark Noll
claims, “It was not theology that sepa-
rated the Lutherans and the reformed
as much as culture,” and he mentions
several of Calvin’s and Luther’s differ-

ing emphases. I really do not think
these are cultural, but theological, and
they relate mainly to the two reform-
ers’ differences over the law. Calvin
taught that the principal use of the law
is as a guide and spur to believers to
obey God. Luther was at best suspi-
cious of this so-called fertius usus and
at times speaks very harshly of the law’s
positive function. This suspicion of the
tertius usus leads to his distinction
between the two kingdoms, which ob-
viously militates against a Calvinist
approach to culture.

I sense as well a difference in their

manner of theological thinking. Calvin
always strikes me as linear in the struc-
ture of his thought, whereas Luther is
bipolar, even paradoxical. He is always
trying to hold together in tension two
opposites. Witness his two kingdoms,
his sharp distinction between the two
covenants, and the hidden and re-
vealed God. I think this theological
difference is the chief reason Noll can
speak so rightly of a “Lutheran irony,”
which is so lacking in American cul-
ture.

We are still shaped by Winthrop’s
reformed vision of a city set on a hill
and are convinced that we are a nation
chosen by God to bring redemption to
the world. Consequently, our foreign
policy can never be justified by legiti-
mate self-interest alone, but only by
some holy crusade for democracy,
whether it be World War I, Vietnam,
Central America, or South Africa.

A little Lutheran irony would be
helptul, as well as a realization that the
U.S. Constitution created our federal
government for our mutual defense
and general welfare. It did not and
does not give the government license
to save the world. Of course, one
might add to the Christian right that
democracy is not part of divinely re-
vealed dogma. Theologically speaking,
there was only one chosen nation, and
the church, not any political, racial, or
national entity, is the heir of that status
under a different divine economy. The
United States is a nation which has
been tremendously blessed by God,
but that implies the responsibility of
stewardship and not divine election.
We are required by God as a people to
seek to do right and use our resources
properly. We are not chosen by Him to
conduct a holy crusade.

— William Isley
Loures, Portugal
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Are you as informed as you’d like to be
about all the great events and movements
of your lifetime?

For the first time: a sweeping, detailed survey of
the significant events of our century —
by a conservative. And one who manages

to be both stylish and blunt

Rarely does a work of history receive from major publications the un-
bridled enthusiasm that is greeting Modern Times. Still less often does
such 2 book by a conservative enjoy this kind of reception.

“A bold and capacious mind is required for what Paul Johnson has undertaken in
this book: a history of the world during the last 60 years, taking in all continents
and major countries. Fortunately, the author possesses in abundance the gualities
necessary to the enterprise. .. .unites historical and critical consciousness. ...
Johnson is most interested throughout in drawing conclusions, many of them pro-
vocative, from his materials. He stands in the train of those historians of the last
two centuries for whom historical writing seemed profitless unless it yielded up
revelations and judgments pertinent to the world around us. . ..By far the greater
part of Mr. Johnson’s book is concerned with, . .the will to power. . .It is in this
light that Mr. Johnson sees the rise, commencing with Lenin, of ‘gangster-
statesmen.” Among them he includes most prominently Mussolini, Stalin, Hitler
and Mao Zedong. In Mr, Johnson’s view, Lenin was by far the most influential
...A good deal of Mr. Johnson’s book is devoted to tracing the spread of
Leninism, and all its ramifications, in the world. Ordinarily we sharply distinguish
communism from what became known as fascism. But he sees the distinction as
being without much difference. All the founding fathers of totalitarianism, Hitler
and Mussolini included, were socialists in principle. . . There are 20 closely-packed
chapters in the book, and I must content myself with a modest selection to convey
its riches. . . .we can take a great deal of intellectual pleasure in his book, which is
a truly distinguished work of history.”’ — Robert Nisbet, page 1, NY Times
Book Review

“Brilliant, densely textured, intellectuaily challenging. ..skillfully com-
pressed. . .powerfully cautionary book.” — Edmund Fuller, Wall St.
Journal

“Rip-roaring survey of the pathology of modern relativism. . .provo-
cative,” — Time

“Delicious. . .Johnson’s verdicts on historical figures are shrewd and
unsparing. He calls Gandhi a ‘sorcerer’s apprentice’ whose rhetoric of
nonviolence was ‘nonsense,” given the turmoil he ignited....About
American affairs Johnson is extremely keen. He speaks contemptuously
of ‘the Watergate witch-hunt,” brought about by people in the
media. . . .he is not fooled by the favorable publicity the ‘activist’ (read:
leftist) judiciary has received at home. ..But he ends on a note of hope,
seeing ‘palimpsests of freedom’ amid the destruction.”” — Joseph
Sobran, National Review

How to get this massive
$27.95 volume FREE

How the Club Works

Every 4 weeks (13 times a year) you get a free copy of the
Club Bulletin, which offers you the Featured Selection plus a
good choice of Alternates — all of interest to conservatives.
If you want the Featured Selection, do nothing. It will come
automatically.  If you don’t want the Featured Selection, or
you do want an Alternate, indicate your wishes on the handy
card enclosed with your Bulletin and return it by the deadline
date. % The majority of Club books will be offered at 20-50%
discounts, plus a charge for shipping and handling. % As
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How do you score

on men and events?
Fill in the blanks with the people Paul Johnson
is referring to:
“The ______invasion [of Washington], one visiting
statesman observed, was ‘like watching the Borgia
brothers take over a respectable north Italian town’.”
(Page 614)

“In the atomic field Soviet agents included Julius and
Ethel Rosenberg. Morton Sobell, David Greengiass,
Harry Gold, ______ (alias Alexander Stevens), to
whom Whittaker Chambers acted as courier, and
Jacob Golos, as well as Klaus Fuchs, who had been
cleared by British security.” (Page 458)

“Yet ____ was not a statist. He said he was
against any attempt ‘to smuggle fascism into America
through the back door’. On many issues he was a
liberal. ...He did not make anti-Semitic jokes, like
Woodrow Wilson and his wife or Franklin Roosevelt.
To a very wide spectrum of educated American opin-
ion, he was the leading American public man...”
(Page 243)

History Without Tears

We stick with many a book because it's good for us,
because we ought to read it. Modern Times is a
welcome change, compulsively readable. As the snip-
pets above suggest, Paul Johnson is a pleasure to read.
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