language requirement may be satisfied
by four semesters of any language used to
conquer substantial portions of the
Mediterranean world or the Near East
before the year 1000 AD.

It is time to stop complaining about
educational decline and start designing
our own curricula. You see how easy it is.
Your first assignment is to draw up a
Real Men’s reading list. No, no, not
Tom Clancy and Louis L’Amour.
Shakespeare’s Taming of the Shrew and
Milton’s Paradise Lost. Now you're get-
ting the hang of it. Go and do likewise.

E. Christian Kopff is a professor of
Greek and Latin at the University
of Colorado in Boulder.

Governor William
Weld’s Manly
Agenda

by Martin Mawyer
Empower Queer Nation

oes Massachusetts Governor

William Weld want to “Empower
America” or “Empower Queer Nation”?
Social conservatives who hold out an
inkling of hope that “Empower Ameri-
ca” might actually pay attention to their
issues should take a closer look at Gov-
ernor Weld’s promotion of the homo-
sexual agenda in public schools.

On February 10, 1992, Governor
Weld “empowered” the public school
children of Massachusetts by creating
the nation’s first Commission on Gay
and Lesbian Youth. By signing Execu-
tive Order 325, and at the swearing-in of
commission members on June 11,1992,
Governor Weld stated that there is a
“tremendous need to address the diffi-
cult issues facing gay and lesbian youth.”
He also wants to “abolish the prejudice
and isolation” faced by such children.
Governor Weld was understandably par-
tisan in naming members of the com-
mission. Many are homosexuals. In fact,
the chairman is David LaFontaine, lob-
bying director for the Coalition for Les-
bian and Gay Civil Rights.

The commission’s Education Report,
“Making Schools Safe for Gay and Les-

44/CHRONICLES

bian Youth,” detailed Weld’s and the
gay lobby’s demands: acknowledgment
that kids are born homosexual; creation
of social clubs for homosexuals; inclusion
of homosexual propaganda in school Ii-
braries; teaching kids that homosexual
sex is normal, natural, and healthy; no-
fault parenting support groups; layers of
bureaucracy to provide legitimacy and
self-justification; an open school door to
homosexual activists; “yellow pages”
guiding kids to homosexual activities;
reprimands for criticizing homosexual-
ity; and taxpayer-funded legal services
for homosexuals to agitate on campus.

One wonders if Bill Weld needs to be
reminded that what he is talking about is
a peculiar form of sex. Homosexuality is
defined by a sex act, in this case sodomy.
It 1s clear that a person cannot homo
without the sexual any more than a per-
son can hetero without the sexual. But
unlike heterosexuality generally, homo-
sexuality involves an obsessive, even
pathological, desire for societal approval
beyond individual conscience and one’s
close circle of friends. So it is no wonder
that the homosexual movement’s rec-
ommendations in the Education Report
all focus on public approval and en-
dorsement of the homosexual lifestyle.

The Education Report relies heavily
on a 1989 youth suicide report by the
U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) for legitimacy. Without
a widely recognized social problem, no
Weld Commission would be needed.
To the homosexual movement, youth
suicide is not unlike AIDS, for all practi-
cal purposes. Both tragedies have been
used for political gain. AIDS has
brought millions of state and federal tax
dollars flowing into “community-based”
homosexual groups, as well as facilitated
an ever-expanding propaganda machine
with which to influence public opinion,
and youth suicide has added an impor-
tant dimension to their overall goal of
public acceptability.

The HHS report was released in threc
volumes. The third volume included
extraneous contributions from various
sectors of society. None of these extra-
neous reports, though published as ad-
ditional reading on the subject, were
deemed official or integral to the HHS
report’s recommendations. It was in this
volume of extraneous material that a pa-
per titled “Gay Male and Lesbian Youth
Suicide” was placed. Of this paper then-
HHS Secretary Louis W. Sullivan wrote,
“I want to reemphasize that the views ex-

pressed in the paper entitled ‘Gay Male
and Lesbian Youth Suicide” do not in
any way represent my personal beliefs or
the policy of this Department. . . . Fed-
eral policies must be crafted with great
care so as to strengthen rather than un-
dermine the institution of the family.
In my opinion, the views expressed in
the paper run contrary to that aim.”
This position was seconded by the acting
surgeon general.

This extraneous paper was the prod-
uct of a San Irancisco mental health
counselor named Paul Gibson, who also
happens to be a homosexual. From the
way the IEducation Report relies on his
testimony, the reader would think that
Mr. Gibson was employed by HHS. One
citation in the Education Report, page
10, even rcads: “Paul Gibson, U.S. De-
partment of Iealth and Human Ser-
vices.” This is clearly misleading.

Governor Weld relied on Gibson’s
“rescarch” during the swearing-in of
commuissioners, stating, “nearly 30 per-
cent of youth suicides are committed by
gays or lesbians.” The Education Report
reiterates and highlights this “fact” time
and again. If true, the claim would be
significant. Thirty percent of anything
nowadays is a substantial force. You
could even be elected President of the
United States with the vote of 30 percent
of the population. Don’t you think that
if homosexual youth suicides really com-
prise a whopping 30 percent of all youth
suicides that somebody would pick up
on it other than Bill Weld and a handful
of homosexuals?

The claim is obviously not true. The
figure was cooked by homosexual psycho-
clinictans in one of many of thetr “scien-
tific” surveys. There is little need to re-
mind anyone of the fraudulent “10
percent” figure the homosexual move-
ment has used for years to project a
grander image. HIIS, the very institu-
tion the Weld Commission relics upon
for inspiration, reported as recently
as March 1993 that homosexuality
(whether referred to as gay or lesbian or
sexual orientation, etc.) is such a small
poss1ble co-factor in youth suicides that
it is not measurable (“Suicide Facts,”
National Institutes of Mental Health,
March 1993). The Gallup Poll found
the same thing (Teenage Suicidal Study,
January 1991).

The pathology of homosexuality has
created a fortress of lies and self-justifi-
cations from which gays advocate their
lifestyle. Themes like “we arc every-



where” or “we are 10 percent of the pop-
ulation” or “we are little different than
the rest of society” or even “we are 30
percent of all youth suicides” are all ex-
amples of the emotional and political
insulation they build into their move-
ment to buffer them from injury to their
collective psyche. Every public utter-
ance is designed to keep all discussions
of their lifestyle away from its central
element—a sex act. Any opposing voice
which suggests that any of their plati-
tudes are not true is silenced. To suggest
that homosexuality is not as widespread
or endemic to society as they believe will
get you the label “homophobic.” In
other words, any opposition is grounded
in mental illness. This accusatory pos-
ture i1s merely the psychological projec-
tion of a group that has been tradition-
ally labeled mentally ill itself.

The Weld Commission’s Education
Report is chock-full of false premises,
misrepresentations, twisted reasonings,
and self-justifications. One glaring ex-
ample is the report’s presumption of the
fundamental existence of gay and les-
bian youth. Indeed, just the use of the
term “gay and lesbian youth” is an effort
to imply their physiological existence.
The Weld Commission knows that there
is large disagreement in several commu-
nities (i.e., scientific, medical, religious,
etc.) over the existence of homosexual
orientation and that this argument re-
volves around whether homosexuals are
born gay. There is no scientific proof—
replicable scientific proof—that homo-
sexuals are born this way. Of course,
just because someone is born with a cer-
tain condition is not a license to do what-
ever he or she feels compelled to do. For
instance, a person born with a chemical
imbalance, and hence unmanageable, is
viewed as ill or abnormal and is routine-
ly treated to correct the problem. Soci-
ety does not justify antisocial or seif-de-
structive behavior simply because of the
imbalance, even though people may
have sympathy for the sufferer.

Common sense sheds further light on
this subject. Consider an infant. Ho-
mosexual mythology would have us be-
lieve that this infant has a compulsive de-
sire for anal or oral sex, in other words,
homosexuality. Such a notion is, of
course, ludicrous. That infant has no
more desire or inclination for homosex-
ual sex than it does for heterosexual sex
or any kind of sexual experience. The
child’s developmental behavior is deter-
mined by its nurturing and environment.

By the time puberty kicks in, a child has
established patterns of behavior based
on how he or she has been raised. An
abusive early childhood can and does
manifest itself in varying degrees of
antisocial or self-destructive behavior.
Alcoholism, substance abuse, violence,
reclusion, and sexual promiscuity are all
evidence of earlier problems. They can
also be evidence of current problems
created by liberal destruction of social
norms or even familial abuses. All of
this is common sense. No one has ever
needed a special degree to figure this
out.

There truly is no such thing as homo-
sexual youth per se. There are confused
youth, abused youth, molested youth,
selfish youth, indulged youth, and re-
jected youth. But to say that kids are ho-
mosexual by birth is nonsense and has
never been proved by either science or
medicine. The Weld Commission is
grasping for a legitimacy that simply does
not exist.

The queerest of all ironies pro-
nounced by the Weld Commission is
perhaps the self-flagellation in their re-
port, which stands contrary to the move-
ment’s image of “Gay Pride.” Tradi-
tionally, self-worth and pride have been
independent of external pressures and
opimions. Millions of Americans each
day trudge through life managing to
keep their chin up despite many person-
al struggles and obstacles. While outside
support and love are helptul, certainly
very few healthy people ultimately rest
their entire happiness and emotional
well-being on the opinions of others.
When they do and fall into depression
they are viewed as “not well.” Culpabil-
ity has traditionally been with the indi-
vidual not someone else.

Americans are increasingly shifting
blame and accountability for their own
actions to that catch-all “society,” and
the homosexual pathology of finding
oneself in others, or nonaccountability, 1s
just a small ripple in this rising tide.
What sets the homosexual pathology
apart from the rest of society is that it
rests its entire emotional well-being on
what others think. This is what causes
homosexuals to be discontent with keep-
ing their sexuality private. They have
proven themselves obsessively compelled
to seek public approbation for their be-
havior.

Great American men and women,
people of creative genius and invention,
have always been fiercely independent

souls. Successful entrepreneurship is
practically defined by going against con-
ventional wisdom and peer pressure.
Why, then, is such a seemingly inde-
pendent movement so rigidly tied to
what other people think of them? Suc-
cessful minorities have always persevered
despite popular opinions. Why not ho-
mosexuality? The answer is obvious.
The pathological roots of homosexuality
are abuse, dysfunction, and indulgence.
These are not things to be proud of. No
honest person can muster an ounce of
inner strength in their defense. This is
why “society” is the salvation of the ho-
mosexual movement. The only emo-
tional support available to determined
homosexuals is external. The more peo-
ple in society affirm what defines the
homosexual existence, namely a sex act,
the greater the chance that the internal
suffering can be drowned out.

Along these lines, the Weld Commis-
sion insists that homosexual youth need
a special kind of support. The claim
begs the question, what kind of support
are we talking about? One request is for
a large contingent of homosexual adult
role models. In any other corner of the
education community such provincial-
ism 1s considered socially unhealthy. Par-
ents are continually told that their kids
should be exposed to diverse elements in
the population. In fact, this is just what
the homosexual movement claims. And
yet here are the same homosexuals sug-
gesting that the only adults who under-
stand these special youth are homosexu-
als themselves. The Weld Commission
makes crystal clear in its report that sup-
portive adult heterosexuals can help pro-
tect a school environment from violence
or bigotry but that it is the homosexual
teacher who can best meet the needs of
students pursuing a homosexual lifestyle.
No doubt.

This raises a question about what
these role models are to do. Unfortu-
nately, despite the fact that as a com-
munity homosexuals excel quite nicely in
the economy, not many popular homo-
sexual role models exist who are not dy-
ing or have died from AIDS. A discase-
ridden culture is a testimony against
such role models. Providing adult ho-
mosexuals to bridge the gap for youths to
enter comfortably this disease-ridden
lifestyle is unconscionable. It amounts to
nothing more than recruiting.

The kind of support for youth the
Weld Commission is seeking is an in-
frastructure of acceptance for homosex-
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ual sodomy. The gay lobby’s raison d’étre
mvolves neither skin color nor gender,
nationality nor religion. It exists to pro-
motc a particular kind of sex act. With-
out it they are literally nothing in their
own minds. In fact, homosexuals claim
they would just as soon die without it.
That 1s the pathology that the Weld
Commission is asking the public to sup-
port.

Dozens of recent studies show that
revising one’s image of the family and
the several roles to be played out within
the family does not turn a grave situation
bright. Tor decades liberal pundits and
ideologues have attempted, and man-
aged, to establish a new social conscience
in which the liberation of the individual
away from the family is exalted. Women
were encouraged to leave small children
in favor of a carcer, parents were encour-
aged to placc their small children in day-
care, divorce was given a liberating qual-
ity, and sexual prowess was clevated to
new heights of acceptability. The tradi-
tional family was pronounced evil and
detrimental to a progressive society. The
opposite remains a proven truth.

Governor Weld’s support of homo-
sexuality detracts from the cffectiveness
of the traditional family—and the tradi-
tional family unit is the keystone to so-
cial, economic, and moral well-bcing.

LIBERAL ARTS

The Los Angeles City Council voted
last November to end the city’s 96-
year sponsorship of a float in the an-
nual New Year’s: Day Rose Parade
.unless the Toumament of Roses in-
cludes women and minorities on its
executive committee. The nine
members of the commiittee are cur-
rently white, male volunteers with
at feast a quarter-century of service,
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As a part of “Empower America,” Gov-
ernor Weld has isolated the family from
social conservatives. And no amount of
water can be carried by Bill Bennett to
assuage them. The true test of their loy-
alty is to denounce Governor Weld’s
support of the homosexual agenda as
dangerous and foolhardy.

Martin Mawyer is the president of
Christian Action Network.

Defending Gun
Ownership

by Paul Kirchner

un owners are often asked by

friends, and rhetorically by politi-
cians and the media, “How can you
stand having a gun in your home?”
Sometimes we try to bridge the gap by
speaking of our love of hunting or target
shooting or of our appreciation of the
history and craftsmanship of flrearms
But this cvades the issue. It is the gun’s
purpose as a weapon, as a killing ma-
chine, that provokes such questions and
that also makes firearms so precious to
their owners.

Of the two primal purposes of a gun,
hunting may no longer be necessary for
survival, but self-defense is increasing in
importance. When we defend ourselves
we are looking not to kill, but to stop, im-
mediately, the actions of a deadly ag-
gressor. 'To do so we may have to kill, or
threaten to kill. The alternative is sub-
mission, and a man who submits to
violence may or mav not survive; if he
docs he becomes a victim, one whosc
fate has been controlled by his aggressor,
who may continue to prey on others. A
civilized order cannot survive if decent
men are resigned to be victims.

Almost as basic as self-defense is the
defense of the individual against the
state itself. If, in a democracy, power is
in the hands of the people, then surely
guns, the tools of power, belong there as
well. As the bumper sticker puts it, “The
Second Amendment ain't about duck
hunting.” Americans have chosen never
to be helpless before their own govern-
ment, and the right to keep and bear
arms defines our status as free citizens. If
that upsets Janet Reno and the BATF,
well, that only hardens our resolve.

The smile that springs to a man’s face
when he handles a fine weapon is trig-
gered by the feeling of security and self-
determination it imparts, but also by an
excitement. In the Timid New World of
the nanny state, it is bracing to leave the
playpen at times and get ahold of some-
thing dangerous, to hear the bang and
feel the kick. A man doesn’t want to go
through life constantly having sharp ob-
jects removed from his reach. That a
gun Is deadly is part of its attraction, and
not, I believe, in any pathological sense.
The gun puts great power at one’s com-
mand, but at the same time it imposes
an absolute and unforgiving discipline
on the man who accepts it. Not only
must he master the gun, he must master
himself. Meeting this challenge is one of
the gratifications of gun ownership.

As the ultimate power tool, the gun is
an unusually satisfying possession. Its
mechanism is complex yet reassuringly
comprehensible. It is better made than
most personal effects, intended to last a
lifetime and to be reliable under almost
any condition. To function it requires
only ammunition, an unusually durable
commodity with an indefinite shelf life.
This heirloom quality of the firearm ap-
peals to those of us of the conservative
temperament. Many of the tools we use
every day pass through our lives like so
much Kleenex. Our computers, stereo
equipment, and electronic gadgets bare-
ly outlast their warranties and then are
too obsolcte to be worth repairing. A
gun is something we can hang on to.

The often symbolic aspect of guns
adds to their appeal. A friend purchased
an Uzi to protect his home, and in his
case ] understood the choice. The Uzi is
the “Kentucky rifle” of the state of Israel,
and as an observant Jew, he felt added
security and confidence with this histor-
ically important weapon. Clearly, a gun
picks up some of the honor or ignominy
of the causes it has served. The M-1
Garand reminds us of World War 1, just
as the AK-47 is a more fitting symbol of
world communism than the hammer
and sickle. The gun also acquires a piece
of its owner’s soul through long associa-
tion and use, especially dramatic use.
That’s the mystique of the personal
weapons of famous gunmen, such as
Jesse James, Billy the Kid, Theodore
Roosevelt, Melvin Purvis, John Dillinger,
and General Patton. There is a special
feeling about father’s hunting rifle or
the handgun that has been the family’s
bulwark for a generation. Asa child I oc-



