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The Continuing Revolution: France, 1789 
THE MAKING OF FRANCE; THE CREATION OF THE FRENCH MONAR
CHY—Audiotape—An indispensable overview of French liistory that explains why 
France was the great nation of the past thousand years. Thomas Fleming tells the story of 
France from fifth-century B.C. Celts to the Bourbons. Paul Gottfried traces the story of 
France from the Bourbons to the French Revolution. 
Tape #: RHPl $12.50 

SAINTS WHO MADE FRANCE—Audiotape—Christopher Check tells the stories of 
several saints central to the history of France, including Saint Denis, Saint Martin of 
Tours, Saint Genevieve, and Saint Clotilde. The extraordinary story—documented be
yond dispute—of Saint Joan of Arc is treated at length, and modem inteipretations of the 
saint's life are exposed and rejected. 
Tape #: RHP2 $12.50 

THE ANCESTRY AND LEGACY OF THE PH/LOSOPHES—Audiotap^Emory 
University professor of philosophy Donald Livingston explains the "teleological compo
nent of the French Revolution," noting that the ideas of the Enlightenment did not appear 
overnight and that the "intellectual and spiritual pathologies" of the French Revolution are 
"quite ancient." 
Tape #: RHP3 $12.50 

THE ENDARKENMENT; THE NON-IDIOT'S GUIDE TO THE FRENCH REV
OLUTION—Audiotape—Thomas Fleming reveals how the modem world—including 
America—is thoroughly infected with the bad ideas of the Enlightenment, built entirely 
on false premises about human nature. Paul Gottfried gives an overview of the central 
events and players of the French Revolution. 
Tape#:RHP4 $12.50 

NATIONALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM; CENTRALIZATION VERSUS 
THE HUMAN SCALE—Audiotape—Thomas Fleming explains how nationalism 
leads to the relentless pursuit of empire. Donald Livingston looks at the French Revolu
tion in light of Tocqueville's argument that the Revolution was part of a process of cenhal-
ization that had been going on not only in France but in all of Europe for ten generations. 
Tape #: RHP5 $12.50 

FROM TERRORIST STATE TO TOTALITARIAN STATE—Audiotape—Sor-
bonne professor of philosophy Claude Polin delivers a stirring lecture explaining why or
dinary Frenchmen (and women) were so passionately caught up with enthusiasm for the 
Reign of Tenror. Panelists Paul Gottfried. Thomas Fleming, Donald Livingston, and Pro
fessor Poiin discuss the ideology of terror 
Tape#:RHP6 $12.50 

ELIMINATING NATIONS—Audiotape—French New Right leader and editor of 
Nouvelle Ecole Alain de Benoist explains the Jacobin distortion of the principle of sover
eignty, in which the state becomes "one and indivisible, since it is nothing other than an 
expression of the legislative monopoly held by the sovereign." This tape also includes re
marks by Fr. Bertrand Marjorie, S.J., on the diplomatic politics of the Holy See. 
Tape#:RHP7 $12.50 

THE LEGACY OF THE REVOLUTION: TAXATION AND TYRANNY; THE 
FIRST DEMOCRATIC ARMY—Audiotape—Economist and banker David Hartman 
describes the punitive tax policies of the Jacobins and their similarities to tax policy in 
modem America. Christopher Check argues that the French Revolution marked a shift 
from limited to unlimited war made possible by the le\'ee en masse. 
Tape#:RHP8 $12.50 

COCHIN AND THE REVOLUTION; ENDURING FRANCE—Audiotape-
Bernard Dumont. editor of France's leading reactionary Cathohc monthly, Catholica. ex
plains the importance of the work of French social historian Augustin Cochin. Thomas 
Fleming provides a tribute to enduring France based on the life and poetry of Charles 
Peguy. 
Tape#:RHP9 $12.50 

"THE CONTINUING REVOLUTION: FRANCE, 1789" COLLECTORS' SET— 
Nine Audiotapes and one Baci< Issue—This collection includes the taped proceedings 
of the May 2003 Rockford Institute convivium, "The Continuing Revolution: France, 
1789" (tape#s RHPl, RHP2, RHP3, RHP4, RHP5, RHP6, RHP7, RHP8, and RHP9), and 
a free copy of the July 2003 issue of Chronicles (back issue # T037). A savings of $29.50. 
Set#:RHPS $90.00 

Special Offer: With any order over $50, you will receive a free copy of the October 1997 issue of Chronicles. 

IMPERIAL PRESIDENCY—October 1997—Patrick J. Buchanan on Mr. Lincoln's War, Samuel Francis on the demise of checks and balances, Llewellyn Rockwell, Jr, on 
executive-branch evils, and Donald Livingston and Thomas Naylor on the real meaning of the Pledge of Allegiance. Plus Thomas Fleming on how presidents became our ma.sters and 
Marian Kester Coombs on the attempt to feminize mathematics. 
Back Issue #: T970 $7.00 

Product Order Form 

Name 

Address 

City/State/Zip_ 

I I Check or money order enclosed 

I I Please bill my: | | MasterCard | | Visa | jAmex | | Discover 

Card # 

Expiration Date 

Signature 
Please mail form (with payment) to; 

Chronicles/Products 
P.O. Box 800 

Moun t Morris, IL 61054 

o r , t o o r d e r t o l l - f r e e , c a l l ( 8 0 0 ) 3 9 7 - 8 1 6 0 

Product Code Quantity Unit Price 

Subtotal 

20% Discount 

Total Price 

Shipping & Handling N C 1, II D E D 

Tax-Deductible Donation to The ftockford Institute 

Total 

Offer expires 06/30/04 

LICENSED TO UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



Chnonides 
The PiTpvtual 
Revoluti Chronicles 

A M A G A Z I N E O F A M E R I C A N C U L T U R E PERSPECTIVE 
It Was the Worst of Times 
by 'rhomas Fleming 

Period. 

10 

VIEWS 
The Ancestry and Legacy of the Philosophes 14 
b\' Donald W. Livingston 
Beyond the Enliglitenment. 

The French Revolution in Three Acts 17 
b\' Clande Polin 
The rise of the totalitarian state. 

The Modern Conception of Sovereignty 21 
bv Alain dc Benoist 
A Jacobin in\ention. 

Augiistin Cochin and the Revolutionar)- Process 24 
b\ Bernard Duniont 
Silenced no longer. 

REVIEWS 

VITAL SIGNS 
W,\R: Palestinianization and the Iraq War 

bv Wa\ ne Allensworth 

SOCIETY: That's Life: The Changing Face of 
Board Games 
b\' Steven Terenzio 

Targeting Liberties 
by Paul Blackman and Dave Kopel 

ECONOMICS: The Clinton Contraction 
by Greg Kaza 

COLUMNS 

Pax Americana 
by VIA. Scott Trask 

27 

Lawrence F. Kaplan and William Kristol: The War Over Iraq: 
Saddam's 'iyrauiiv and America's Mission 

Niall Ferguson: Empire: The Rise and Demise of the British 
World Order and the Lessons for Global Power 

Thomas Fleming on Hippolyte Taine's Tire French 30 
Revolution and John Emerich Edward Dalbcrg-Acton's 
Lectures on the French Revolution ••• Greg Kaza on 
James O'Loughlin's The Real Warren Buffeti: Managing 
Capital, Leading People • • Jerry Woodruff on Joseph 
Scotchie's Street Corner Conservative: Patrick /. Buchanan 
and His limes ••• 

CORRESPONDENCE 

THE WESTERN FRONT by Paul Gottfried 

PRINCIPALITIES & POWERS by Samuel Francis 

THE ROCKFORD FILES by Scott P. Richert 

IN THE DARK 

The Matrix Reloaded, Bnice Almighty 
by George McGartnev 

THE HUNDRF.DTH MERIDIAN 
by Chilton Williamson, Jr. 

RL^SOURCES b\ Paul Gottfried 

DEPARTMENTS — 

Letter From Paris: How Anti-American Are the French? 39 
b)- Curtis Gate 

Letter From London: Caveat Emptor 42 
b) Andrei Navro/.ov 

Letter From Mexico: American Impunity 44 
and Incompetence 
bv Russell Gordon 

Letter From Russia: The New Anti-Americanism 46 
by Dmitn- Shlapentokh 

POLEMICS & EXCHANGES 

AMERICAN PROSCENRIM 

CUL'IIJRAL RHA'OLHTIONS 

POETRY 

Entrance to the Forest at Barbizon in Winter, 
Harvesters Resting, 
and Cooper Tightening Staves on a Barrel 
by David Middleton 

ON THE COVER 

48 

49 

50 

52 

13 

35 

37 

54 

56 

58 

12 
20 
34 

Gcjver and inside illustrations by Jeff Drew. 

(LILY 200i/ i 

LICENSED TO UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



F.pri'OR 
I'homas Fleming 

F,XF,CUTI\T, EDITOR 
Scott P. Richert 

SF.NIOR F]DITOR. BOOKS 
Chilton Williamson, Jr. 

ASSISTANT EDITOR 
Aaron D. Wolf 

EDITORIAL ASSISTANT 
Sarah J. Weber 

ARF DIREC'FOR 
H. Ward Sterett 

DESIGNER 
Melanie Anderson 

CONTRIBUTINC^, EDITORS 
Katherine Dalton, Samuel Francis, 
George Garrett, Paul Gottfried, ].0. 
Tate, Clyde Wilson 

CORRESPONDINO EDITORS 
Wayne Allensworth, Janet Scott 
Barlow, Bill Kauffman, Donald 
Livingston, Roger D. McGrath, 
William Mills, William Murchison, 
Andrei Navrozov 

FILM EDFI'OR 
George McCartney 

FORl'.IGN-AFTAIRS EDITOR 
Srdja Trifkovic 

I T:C;AL-AF'FAIRS EDITOR 
Stephen B. Presser 

RFLK^.ION EDITOR 
Harold O./. Brown 

CIRC;ULAT10N MANAGI'.R 
Cindy Link 

PUBLISHER 
The Rockford Institute 

A publication of ilic Rockford Institute, 
Editorial and Adxcrtfsing OfRces: 
928 North Main Street, Rockford, IE 6110?, 
Website: wwM-.chronideamagazme.org 
Ivlitorial Phone: 1815)964-5054, 
AcKerhsing Phone: (815) 964-5813, 
Subscription Departincirt: P,0, Box 800, 
Mount Moms. IL 61054, Gall 1-800-877-5459, 

CopN-right S 2003 h\ The Rockford Institute, 
.All rights reserved, 

Clironiclcs: A \lagazine of American Culture 
(ISSN 0887-5731) is published monthh- for S39,0() 
(foreign ,snb,scriphons add S12 for srrrface deli\"eT\-, 
S48 for .Air Mai!) per \'ear b\ 'Ihe Rockford lusHtirtc, 
928 North Main Street, Rockford, IE 61103-7061, 
Preferred periodical postage paid at Rockford, IE 
and additional urailirrg offices, POST'NEXSTER: 
Send address changes to Chronicles, P,0, Box 800. 
Mount Morris. IE 61054 

'lire \ie\\s expressed iir Chronicles arc the 
authors' alone and do not necessarily reflect 
the \ie\\s of'Ihe Rockford Inshtrrtc or of its 
directors. Unsolicited nranuscripts carrnot be 
returned urrless accompanied bv a self-addressed 
stamped crr\elope. 

Chronicles 
\ n l . 2 7 , No. 7 July 2(1(1^ 

["'niilcti ill llie [ hijtcd Slali's of .\iiienc,i 

POLEMICS & EXCHANGES 

On Millennia 

Aaron D. Wolfs ranting and caustic as
sault on prcmillenarians and dispensa-
tional premillcnarians ("ApocaKpse Now," 
Views, April) is making some of us won
der what kind of an agenda Chronicles 
has. These are issues over which Chris
tians have a variet\' of \iewpoints, and a 
modicum of civilitv might be helpful. 
The fact is that most of the Church Fa
thers were chiliasts (prenrillennial), among 
them Irenaeus, Tertnllian, Papias, Hip-
polytus. That Christ's literal rule on earth 
reflects a "deficient Christolog\ and sote-
riolog)'" would be news to Trinih- pAan-
gclical Divinit)' School, Mood}' Bible hi-
stitute, Dallas Seminan', ete.—all of which 
arc committed to historic premillennial-
ism. 

The dispensational thrust in the Unit
ed States was launched in the 19th centu-
r}' by Dr. C.I. Scofield (a Congregational-
ist). Dr. James Brookes (a Presbyterian), 
William E. Blaekwell (a Method'ist), and 
Dr. James Gray (an Episcopalian). Au-
gustinian amillennialism is losing out to-
dav because of its status bv negation and 
because manv see in Romans 11 some
thing ver\' special for ethnic Israel in the 
wrap-up of human historv (even Karl 
Earth, D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, and C.E.B. 
Cranfield, to speak of but a few). Even 
on dispcnsationalism, Mr. Wolf does not 
get his facts straight—the seventh dispen
sation is Christ's Kingdom on earth ("the 
Millennium") according to the Scofield 
Bible. 

I do not think that diatribes in Chroni
cles or the rabid Christian Century on the 
issue of Christian Zionisnr are very help
ful. Many will still choose to stand with 
Joachim of Fiore, the Puritans, and the 
Pietists on this issue. The sharp poke 
against revivalism and its champions such 
as Charles C. Finney, Billv Sunday, and 
Billy Craham raises a false dichotonry— 
either doctrinal orthodox\' or a "heart re
ligion." Many of us reasonably believe 
that Christianity can be both. I had hoped 
for a more judicious and thoughtftd analy
sis of these issues on which Christians 
hold differing views. 

—David L. Larsen 
Deerfield, IL 

C/GSMKD 

Mr. Wolf Replies: 

Dr. Larsen, who teaches at my alma mater. 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, is 
right: The fifth (not the sixth) dispensa-
fion is the one called "Law," and the sixth 
is "Grace," the Church Age. 

The "caustic" language of my article is 
directed not toward evangelical Chris
tians but toward the neoconservati\'e Re
publicans and some Israeli nationalists 
who offer thenr false friendship in order 
to gain power. 

And there is plenty to "rant" about 
when it comes to the shameless apoca
lyptic marketing tactics of the likes of 
Timothy LaHaye and Jerry B. Jenkins, 
the now-fabulously wealthy authors of 
the Left Behind series. Following in Hal 
Lindsev's footsteps, they have captured 
the imaginations of millions of e\'angeli-
cals, leading them away from the glorious 
icon of Christ presented in the Book of 
Revelation; "And I beheld, and, lo, in the 
midst of the throne and of the four beasts, 
and in the midst of the elders, stood a 
liamb as it had been slain, having seven 
horns and seven eyes, which are the sex-
en Spirits of God sent forth into all the 
earfli." All theology (so the Lutheran say
ing goes) is Christology, and that includes 
eschatology, the study of last things. The 
word is singular: It is the Book of the Rev-
elation of Jesus Christ, not of the adventures 
of reporter Buck Williams, who romances 
Chloe Steel while fighting Antichrist 
Nikolae Carpathia. 

My article dealt with the most popular 
view of last things among evangelical 
Christians: dispensational premillennial-
ism. It is true, however, that another 
form of premillenirialism exists: historic 
premillennialism, sometimes called chil-
iasm. This view, which disavows the trap
pings of the seven dispensations and some
what deemphasizes the notion of a unique 
role for national Israel in the last days, is 
popular mostly among evangelical schol
ars, many of whom have shrunk away 
from die fantastic claims of dispcnsation
alism. At places like Trinity, for example, 
you will find representatives of both kinds 
of premillennialism. (Their bookstores 
always carry the latest Left Behind book, 
however, and I do not think that it is ac
curate to say that Trinity, Moody, or Dal
las Theological Seminary—the epicenter 
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