
Of Local History 
by David Middleton 

Given to recollection as he sighs, 
His trembling fingers hold a trembling pen 
Inking a page in purple once again 
With bold notations made by half-blind eyes. 

The yellowed registers of death and birth 
In courthouse, church, newspapers, and the minds 
Of those whose memories seek what memor\' finds. 
Pure fact and what pure hearts say fact is worth: 

The leaning columns tallied up h\ hand 
In ledgers resting under lock and key, 
Each founding family's branching Bible tree 
Whose leaves grow green above a Promised Land: 

These yield the sheer particulars that blend 
Quintessence with an essence theirs alone. 
Dialect etched on universal stone, 
Hard parleys of beginnings and their end. 

The Queen of Heaven in our local rose, 
A patriarch in tintype rebel gra\s 
Sober as Jehovah, the pressed bouquets 
In yearbooks for the beaus that no one knows: 

The human heart's old story made of dust 
God's chronicler sifts through in passed-on tales 
Whose shapings and reshapings mark the pales 
Around our unbound commons as they must: 

Such rare and kindred instances extol 
The uncontrolled remainder of a reign 
Still His alone whose nature can sustain 
A world wherein each thing declares the whole. 
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The Western Front 
by Paul Gottfried 

The Ugly Muslims 
Russell Berman, the Walter A. Haas Pro­
fessor of Humanities at Stanford, has pub­
lished a book, Anti-Americanism in Eu­
rope, that focuses on European dislike for 
the United States. Berman explains that 
"anti-Americanism has emerged as an 
ideology available to form a postnational 
European identity." 

hi place of the nationalist, anti-im­
migration mood of the 1990s, an­
ti-Americanism permits a gener­
alized European hostilit)' toward 
the paradigmatic nation of immi­
grants. Europeans can therefore 
indulge in xenophobia without na­
tionalism. 

Although there is much in these state­
ments that I would dispute, Berman 
does call attention to a truly bizarre sit­
uation. 

While France, Germany, Sweden, and 
the Lowlands are denouncing America 
as an imperialist threat, these countries 
are doing everything humanly possible 
to accommodate a growing and indigest­
ible Muslim presence. In France alone, 
over five million residents (nine percent 
of the population) are Turkish and Af­
rican Muslims. If current immigration 
patterns persist, that figure will soar to 10 
million, or about 15 percent of the pop­
ulation, by 2030. By then, ^Fhird World 
Muslims who have moved to France will 
account for over 40 percent of the annu­
al birthrate. An E.U. estimate, perhaps 
intended to quell anxiety, claims that 
another 300,000 Muslims have clandes­
tinely arrived in France since 1981. l l i i s 
particular figure may understate what it 
reports. The figure that is available from 
the same estimates for clandestines in 
the United Kingdom is over 300,000 but 
is less than one third of the number that 
is circulating in Germany. According to 
the E.U. Gommission, over half a million 
illegal immigrants, who are overwhelm­
ingly Muslim, enter E.U. territory each 
year, while attempts to intercept and re­
turn them have been minimal. 

The Turks in Germany (which now 
has a Muslim popidation of almost six 
million) have pressured the two party 
blocs to secure Turkish admission to the 

European Union. In France, Muslims 
have done exactiy the same thing. Tur­
key's admission, which now seems like­
ly, despite her Islamic government and 
low standard of living relative to West­
ern Europe, will precipitate a further 
demographic shift. It will likely lead to 
millions of poorly educated Turks, par­
ticularly from backward Anatolia, being 
thrust into the heart of Europe as a mo­
bile workforce. 

In just about every European coun­
try where they have gone, these immi­
grants have created social problems, taxed 
welfare systems, and responded to anti-
Ghristian and anti-Jewish rabble-rous­
ing. Maurice Allais, the French Nobel 
laureate in economics in 1988, has de­
termined that the integration of a single 
immigrant worker requires a European 
country to spend four times in social ser­
vices what a native worker receives as an 
annual salary. If the immigrant brings 
along a wife and children, costs may rise 
to 20 times the annual salary of an indig­
enous French worker. 

By now, the horror stories are tiresome 
even if true, and one is reminded of the 
ancient aphorism "Deus vult perdere pri-
us dementat" (The gods drive mad those 
they intend to destroy). While Europe­
an leaders go on about the dangers of 
American unilateralism, they do noth­
ing to restore a European character to 
their countries. 

Berman observes that the E.U. vision 
is postnational and based on suprana­
tional bmeaucratic regulation. It also 
leaves no place for the nation-states that 
the European Union is replacing. Su­
pranational E.U. directives allow bureau­
crats and judges to accommodate ac­
credited victims by stripping majority 
European populations of their consti­
tutional freedoms. Instead of address­
ing their demographic problems and try­
ing to control their borders, Europeans 
make it a hate crime even to notice the 
reasons for social disruption. At this mo­
ment, France and Germany have both 
launched new initiatives against intoler­
ance, and it was possible to read the co\'-
er story about xenophobia in Le Monde 
Hehdomaire in early March without real­
izing that French antisemitism is a Mus­

lim problem. 
On February 1, the French minister 

of state, who introduced "positive dis­
crimination" in public employment and 
university admissions for Third World 
settlers in France, vowed to take new 
measures to "finish up with anti-Sem­
itism." According to his department, 
however, the "extreme Right" in France, 
a term designating French Ghristian op­
ponents of Third World immigration, 
accounts for less than seven percent of 
antisemitic acts in the country. The pres­
ident of the "extreme right-wing" organi­
zation Les Identitaires is correct to ob­
serve that the planned campaign against 
hate speech will likely be directed against 
politically incorrect nationalists, to help 
the Chirac government court leftist and 
Muslim support. 

The tendency of French Jewish spokes­
men to complain about "anti-Semitism 
creeping back into France" fosters a 
certain self-deception. The anarchist 
Proudhon may have disliked Jews and 
shared this prejudice with the Enlight­
enment figure Voltaire. The expressed 
dislike for Jews among long-dead French 
reformers, however, has nothing to do 
with the present threat. European coun­
tries, in a fit of multicultural madness, 
have turned themselves over to embat­
tled Muslims, who form sizable voting 
blocs in some places. And these Mus­
lims are generally hostile to the Jews be­
cause of Jewish identification with the 
"Zionist entit)'." 

One might wonder what exactly the 
French government can do at this point 
to neutralize France's Islamic-xenophile 
lobby. Whatever that might be, French 
president Jacques Ghirac is not bothering 
to think about it. He is too busy assuring 
critics, including Ariel Sharon, that "an­
ti-Semitism existed in France before the 
Muslims came here." • c 
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