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Guzzle an 
Gaze 

By Ky le C r i c h t o n 
P H O T O G R A P H S BY I F O R T H O M A S 
C o l l i e r ' s S t a f f P h o t o g r a p h e r 

Given a tremendous white elephant, 

show how to produce a handsome 

profit. This problem has been neatly 

solved by the owners of the French Ca

sino. The food and drinks are good, 

but some customers think a share of 

the Casino's success is due to the chorus 

THIS friend of mine is Ward Little and he comes 
from Bluefleld, West Virginia, and he seems to 
l̂ now more about Broadway than I do. When I 
met him at his hotel, I suggested the various 

things a visitor to the city might like to see, but he 
said no he didn't care about the Empire State, he 
didn't care about Rockefeller Center and he didn't 
care about Grant's Tomb, but he and Mrs. Little were 
going to see the French Casino. 

It seems that the coal business has been good 
lately and lots of people from Bluefleld have been com
ing to New York and what they returned home full 
of were stories about the French Casino. 

"A meal and a show—all for one price," explained 
Ward. 

We went up at a quarter of seven, which is a lit
tle early, the place only opening at six thirty, but the 
lobby was full and we started getting that rush from 
the captains which is part of the Casino atmosphere. 
Anybody avoiding a headwaiter there would be an 
open-field runner like Tuffy Leeraans. We admitted 
guiltily that we had no reservations but it seemed to 
make no diff'erence and by that time the coatroom 
girls were stripping us of our outer wrappings and 
the captain was leading us through that forest of 
tables to a spot on the fourth tier of the auditorium. 
Ward knew all about it. 

"It's the old Earl Carroll theater," he explained. 
"They ripped out the seats and put in tables." 

A larger circular platform stuck out in front of 
the regular stage. On each side of the stage was an 
orchestra and the patrons were dancing. The lower 
floor was jammed with tables and they ran up the 
sides of the auditorium and ended with a lot more of 
them in what had been the second balcony of the 
theater. The first balcony has been turned into a 
cocktail bar, where a four-piece Negro orchestra was 
playing. 

The show started at eight o'clock and ran for two 
hours, with an intermission halfway through for 

dancing. It is what is known as a spectacle, and runs 
heavily on the side of nudity, but done with taste and 
a lack of naughty words. With the exception of a 
couple of songs, which nobody listens to, it is a non-
talk show. What knocked Mr. and Mrs. Little dead 
were the production numbers. The French Casino 
goes in heavy for them. . . . Those stately walks by 
beautiful gals with headdresses and G strings. They 
resemble the spectacular numbers of the late Florenz 
Ziegfeld and of the more recent George White and 
Earl Carroll. 

The Littles were having some trouble in eating 
and looking at the same time. The battle reached its 
climax in the mirror number when Mr. Little had his 
choice of carving his steak or of watching sixty cho
rines go through gyrations which made it look as if 
they were walking up the back wall of the stage. 

"Uh-gg," said Mr. Little, simultaneously pointing 
with his fork and trying to swallow. 

The show went on, patrons kept coming, the wait

ers kept serving. On the stage appeared a cancan 
number, in the midst of which a chorus girl walked 
sedately toward the audience clothed in nothing but 
a cigarette girl's tray. This was broken up by a pan
tomimic act by two tramps, much in the tradition of 
Joe Jackson and Marcel; very funny. The featured 
star was Cinda Glenn, who had been born in Chicago 
and was a star on the French stage, and had now re
turned in a comedy contortionist act which was wow
ing the guests from Bluefield and elsewhere. 

When the show ended in a grand roar of music 
and a grand melange of female forms, the crowd went 
back to dancing on the stage, drinking in the cocktail 
lounge and finishing their meals. At the midnight 
show the added attraction was Rudy Vallee's band for 
dancing. By the middle of the first show the Casino 
was jammed, the total patrons being served on that 
historic night being 3,684 and the receipts in the 
neighborhood of $16,000, which makes the French 
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