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put to death the Fascist, Trotskyite bandit Tito!" 
This was the signal for the start of 32 months of 

unlimited catastrophe for the human race, in the 
course of which millions of innocent people met 
violent deaths—millions of people who had asked 
only for the right to live among their neighbors in 
peace. Among their scorched, shattered graveyards 
were the atomized ruins of Washington, Chicago, 
Philadelphia, Detroit, New York, London and 
eventually Moscow. 

At 2:00 P.M. G.M.T. (it was 9:00 A.M. E.S.T., 
in Washington) the President of the United States 
arrived at the Anacostia naval base to board the 
Presidential yacht Williamsburg for a week-end 
cruise on Chesapeake Bay. As he boarded the ship 
he chided the Secretary of the Treasury, who ac­
companied him, on the "excessive" number of Se­
cret Service men assigned for his protection. 

The British Prime Mi;«ster at that same moment 
was driving from London on the Portsmouth Road 
to the races at Sandown Park. The night before, in 
the House of Commons, he had listened to speeches 
by extreme left-wing Socialists demanding drastic 
reductions in rearmament expenditures. 

The President of France was finishing lunch with 
General Eisenhower in the latter's home at 
Marnes-la-Coquette, a sleepy suburb of Paris, pre­
paratory to inspecting the latest French armored 
division to join NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Or­
ganization) forces. 

In Moscow, at 2:30 P .M. G.M.T., Lavrenty 
Beria, head of the MVD, raised his glass and 
wished long life to Joseph Stalin, who remarked 
humorously that his life would now be easier with 
Tito a corpse. 

But Tito was no corpse. Petrovic made one mis­
take: when he took the cigar from his mouth, he 
drew back his hand too deliberately, as though it 
were not a cigar but a heavy grenade he was hurl­
ing. One of Rankovic's men who was behind the 
assassins noticed this odd gesture and shouted 
"Haida!" ("Watch out!"). There was an instan­
taneous, long-practiced rush of policemen about 
Tito's person. 

Few eyewitnesses have ever been able to agree in 
their descriptions of what happened. Five police­
men and four innocent peasants lay dead in the 
forecourt of the White Palace; three other police­
men and nine peasants were dying or maimed. The 
mangled body of little Maria Serdic was covered 
with the spring flowers from her bouquet. 

Petrovic and Borlic were also dead, their bodies 
riddled with bullets from the guns of the police. 

Tito was stunned by the explosions, but not so 
badly that he was unable to give immediate orders 
for medical aid for the victims of the outrage. 

Within the hour, uprisings organized by the 
Cominform took place at key points in Yugoslavia; 
communications were sabotaged throughout the 
country, including the dynamiting of the radio 
transmitters, directly after the announcement had 
been broadcast to the world. 

For months, tension had been building in the 
country over the Macedonian, Albanian and Hun­
garian minority questions and the Croat-Serb dif­
ferences. All of this had been carefully fostered by 
the Cominform, whose agents had been given pre­
cise instructions for action when the flash came. 

Intense confusion and despair prevailed through­
out the nation. The silence of Radio Belgrade was 
terrifying. To the Yugoslav people—and to the rest 
of the world—the words "Tito is dead" meant that 
"Yugoslavia is dead," that the country would now 
become a slave camp, deprived of independence, 
dignity and hope. This, of course, was precisely 
what Moscow had counted on; Stalin, the dictator, 
had reason to know the overwhelming importance 
of the person of Tito, the dictator. 

Moscow broadcast to the Yugoslavs that not 
only was their former leader dead, but their coun­
try was in a state of revolt "to wipe out the last 
vestige of Tito's treachery and to liquidate the peo­
ple's enemies, the lackeys of Wall Street imperial­
ism." 

At the height of the terror, the following hurried 
report was cabled from Belgrade by Collier's cor­
respondent Seymour Freidin: 

"A huge mass of humanity, jabbering excitedly, 
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How the War Was 
By HANSON W. BALDWIN 

New York City, 1960 

THE definitive history of the Great War with 
the Soviet Union cannot, even now, in 1960, 

be written; an army of historians will require 
many decades to collate, sort and interpret the 
voluminous records of the twentieth century's 
third, and largest. World War. Some important 
details will, indeed, be forever lost. The exact 
fate, for instance, of many of the men in "Task 
Force Victory" which air-landed in the heart of 
the Urals in 1953 in a heroic suicide attack 
against the Communist A-bomb storage depots 
is still veiled in mystery; the complete picture of 
the operation died wiUi the leaders of the mis­
sion. 

But the general outline of the war and the stra­
tegic concepts that governed it are long since 
clear. The United States and its Allies, including 
the overwhelming majority of the United Na­
tions, due in large part to the strength and po­
litical and military wisdom of their leaders, 
chose deliberately to fight a limited war for lim­
ited objectives. Public opinion forced some de­
viations from this policy; sometimes—as in the 
bombing of Moscow—restraint was abandoned, 
but the fate of Napoleon and of Hitler and the 
lost peace of World War II were persuasive ar­
guments for caution. 

The atomic bomb was used extensively by 
both sides but our war was primarily against 
Communism and the Soviet rulers rather than 
the Russian people, and the unlimited atomic 
holocaust did not occur. 

The Balkans once again were the tinderbox of 
war. The satellite-Soviet attacks upon Yugo­
slavia in the spring of 1952 were the preface to 
far greater battles. 

Red Army hordes drove westward in their 
principal offensive across the north German 
plain, assisted by secondary drives from Czecho­
slovakia and the Balkans toward south Ger­
many and the French frontier, Trieste, Italy, 
Greece and Turkey. Communist airborne and 
ground troops moved toward the Persian Gulf, 
and in northern Europe, Red Army troops, 
despite strong guerrilla opposition, took over 
Finland, and other enemy forces in combined 
land-sea operations moved into extreme north­
ern and southern Norway. 

In the Far East, our occupation forces in 
Korea were forced out of Pusan under a hail 
of bombs, and the puppet "Japanese People's 
Army"—composed of thoroughly indoctrinated 
Japanese prisoners who had been held since 
World War II—backed by Red forces, ferried 
La Perouse Strait and invaded Hokkaido, north­
ernmost of the Japanese Islands. Soviet sub­
marines quickly appeared ofL our coasts and 
magnetic, pressure and acoustic mines sank 
many tons of shipping and closed some of our 
Eastern ports—until emergency countermeas-
ures, woefully inadequate at the war's begin­
ning, could be hastily devised. 

The first year of war was a tragic period of 
defeat and retreat. Yet the fledgling "NATO" 
(North Atlantic Treaty Organization) forces 
did better than anticipated in stemming the tide 
of aggression; in the Far East, the "Junipers" 
(Japanese National Police Reserve, established 
by General MacArthur in 1950), quickly pro­
vided the framework for a strong Japanese 
army. 

The U.S.S.R. suffered heavily under attack by 
A-bombs and conventional bombs, and some of 
her A-bomb works, many of the bases for her 
long-range air forces, and transportation and 
oil targets were destroyed or badly damaged. 
Yet the enemy was able to A-bomb London 
and other Allied targets, and atomic bombs 
dropped on our atomic energy plant at Hanford, 

Washington, and on Chicago, Philadelphia, De­
troit, New York and Washington, D.C. 

Despite our defeats and heavy losses in this 
first phase of the war, our strategic objective 
was accomplished. The Allies managed: to con­
tain the enemy attack; to hold absolutely vital 
air bases in Eurasia, North Africa and the Mid­
dle East; to halt the enemy in western Europe 
and northern Japan;, to stopper up many of 
the Soviet submarines by extensive aerial mine 
laying of the narrow seas and by carrier-based 
A-bomb attacks on submarine pens and base 
facilities; and to hurt severely the Reds' offen­
sive capabilities and warmaking potential by ex­
acting high casualties on the surface and by 
heavy attacks upon the "heartland" from the air. 

The second phase of the Great War with the 
Soviet Union lasted for about 15 months, and 
could be termed the "defensive-offensive" phase. 
During this phase we had achieved clear-cut air 
superiority; new weapons, including the atomic 
artillery shell, were used at the front, and we 
launched our first "holding offensives" and lim­
ited operations to cut down enemy strength and 
to improve our positions for the decisive offen­
sive still to come. Soviet strength—and the 
strength of her satellites—^was being reduced 
steadily by our strategic air campaign and by 
the reckless tactics of the Communist com­
manders, who hurled assault after assault 
against our forces in Europe only to have them 
repulsed with frightful slaughter. 

Despite our defensive victories on the ground 
and the reduction of the Soviet submarine and 
mine menace at sea, vital enemy targets withir 
The U.S.S.R. proved to be so well dispersed 
hidden or protected as to escape destruction. 
After a second series of enemy atomic attacks 
against the United States (included among the 
targets was Washington, D . C ) , "Task Force 
Victory" carried out its desperate but successful 
assault against the enemy's underground Ura 
A-bomb pens. 

The third and final phase of the war—th( 
period of great Allied offensives and decisivi 
victories—was tailored to the concept of pe 
ripheral attacks against the "heartland" by land 
air and sea (utilizing to the full the transpor 
capacity and mobility of air and sea power) an< 
heavy bombing attacks against the enemy's in 
terior. 

No deep land penetration of Russia wa 

Red Army attacked UN on three main front 
across north German plain, through Ball 
countries, and down into the Middle Ea 
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ever attempted—or indeed, ever seriously con­
templated—though there was early in 1954 a 
sizable group (chiefly among the older Army 
generals) that favored it. 

In Europe, the Baltic, the Mediterranean 
and Black Seas were used not only as flank pro­
tection for overland drives through the satellite 
states to the old Russian frontiers, but as high­
ways across which amphibious "hops" aided the 
land operations. In the north, Allied armies 
moved through east Germany and Poland, halt­
ing their main drive at the Pripet Marshes 
with the disorganized remnants of what was 
once the powerful 8th Guards Army fleeing 
before them. 

Spearheads moved by sea and air into the 
Baltic States and Finland, and advanced air 
bases were established which dominated all of 
western Russia. 

A similar southern drive through the Medi­
terranean, Turkey and the Black Sea (with sec-
Dndary land drives to clean up the Balkans) 
snded in a lodgment in the Crimea, where the 
last formal battles of the Great War were 
lOught. 

In the meantime, as the Red Armies fell 
ipart in the West, Silseria and Red China—their 
:ommunications with European Russia cut in a 
housand places—descended into chaos. Lim-
ted amphibious operations, many of them 
nade against little opposition, put U.S. and Al-
ied troops ashore in Korea, Manchuria and 
!̂ hina, and from these points we controlled land 
ind sea communications of the Orient. 

To World War III—the Great Soviet War 
—there was no formal end; indeed, there could 
Jot have been, under our concepts of strategy, 
'or our basic aim of separating the rulers from 
he ruled, of encouraging the dissident and 
lowntrodden minorities of Russia to revolt, of 
fissioning" the Red Army (psychologically as 
*'ell as in battle), of freeing the satellite peo-
'les and aligning them on our side against their 
ppressor had, with the aid of overwhelming 
lilitary force, succeeded. 
The Red Army ended its 38 years of his-

Dry and died as it was bom, in revolt and 
apine, with brother fighting brother, in civil 
'ar and bloody feud, with the oppressed be-
oming the oppressors and, at long last, terrible 
istice done to those tyrants who had subverted 
IStice. THE END 

From a ring of bases surrounding the U.S.S.R., UN aircraft, mostly American and British, staged 
three-month, round-the-clock bombing offensive. Some of the major industrial, strategic targets 
are shown above. In addition, planes sowed mines at Kuriles (right) and in Baltic (upper left) 

s tide turned, Western forces smashed back 
I shown, penetrating only to Kiev, Pripet 
arshes, Helsinki, but crushing Red armies 

AL TARTER 

Soviet air force, using TU-4 bombers copied from the U.S. B-29, struck at prime American targets. 
Except for Hanford raid, these were suicide missions, with planes unable to return to home bases. 
Meanwhile, enemy subs slipped through coastal defenses and launched guided-missile atomic attacks 
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packed the center of the city. Coffeehouses on the 
Terazje emptied magically and the wicker chairs on 
the sidewalk caf6s were trod to bits by thousands of 
tramping feet as the crowds milled in search of 
news at the hub of the capital. 

"Office workers—their day completed at 2:00 
P.M.—hailed freshly arrived peasants from the out­
lying districts of the capital, while oxcarts careened 
into the jammed streets. The screech of automo­
bile brakes could scarcely be distinguished above 
the rising crescendo of shouts and screams from 
the hysterical, bewildered Yugoslavs. 

"The lone policeman who usually directs traffic 
in the capital's main square had given up. His light-
khaki uniform and white-visored cap could be seen 
occasionally among the dark brown of the army, 
the blue of special police off duty and the patch­
work of frayed civilian clothes and brightly hued 
peasant dress. 

"Among these apprehensive people, agents of 
Moscow, the agit-props (agitator-propagandists), 
spread their messages of defeat. To the news-
starved population they passed along rumors, which 
became distorted from mouth to mouth. A cargo 

plane from Zemun airport, circling the city on a 
routine flight, was singled out: 

" 'Russian planes!' 
"The tragic memories of mass German bombing 

of Belgrade 11 years before hadn't been effaced 
from most minds. Hoafse shoMts echoed from the 
crowds. Mothers screamed for their children. On 
the corner leading toward the domed Parliament 
building, a group disentangled from the crowd and 
began to run. 

"The streets became a shrieking scene of thou­
sands seeking to fight their way in a wild, aimless 
dash for safety. 'Russian bombers!' The cry was 
taken up by 50,000 throats. 

"Men, women and children trampled on one an­
other. Horses and oxen snorted in fear and plunged 
through the hysterical crowds. 

"Suddenly, sirens keened above the shouting 
crowds. The noise only heightened the impression 
of an air raid. But these were armored cars sealing 
off the square. Helmeted police and soldiers, 
tommy guns and bayonet-fixed rifles cradled in 
their arms, took up positions at every intersec­
tion. 

"From microphones on the armored cars boomed 
the message: 'Remain tranquil. Calm yourselves. 
We are prepared to meet the enemy. Do not help 
them with hysteria.' 

"The soldiers blocked exits from the square. 
Crowds hurled themselves at the human road­
blocks. 'Behave like true Yugoslavs,' the micro­
phones thundered. 'Become quiet! Proceed 
peacefully to your homes! Otherwise—face the 
consequences.' 

"A wrecked wicket chair was heaved at an ar­
mored car. Bottles flew at the police and soldiers. 
Pandemonium increased. Rifle shots went into the 
air, but the crowds were beyond control. They flung 
themselves at the armored cars and armed men. 

"Bursts of machine-gun fire raked the square. 
But the security force was soon swallowed up by 
the crowd. They fired at one another and at the ter­
ror-stricken people. Some were torn to pieces in 
the nightmarish dash for safety. Within a few min­
utes the streets were deserted and silent except for 
the dead that littered the square and the agonizing 
screams from the wounded and injured." 

Within two hours radio broadcasting had been 

UN convoy, England bound, is hit in predawn Red air-submarine attack. Heavy bombers (right rear) have made moonlight run over Allied shipi 
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restored in Belgrade and Tito himself went on the 
air to assure his people and the world that he was 
very much alive. 

But it was too late. 
At 2:19 P.M. G.M.T. the first Bulgarian tanks 

thrust across the frontier. In the next 70 minutes 
Yugoslavia was invaded by satellite troops from 
Romania, Hungary and Albania. Backing them 
were 15 divisions of the Red Army (a total of ap­
proximately 160,000 men) to be used only in the 
unlikely event that the satellites would meet with 
formidable organized resistance from the leader-
less Yugoslav forces. 

The Moscow propaganda machine was now in 
full blast, informing the world that this Yugoslav 
revolt was purely an "internal" matter and that the 
"People's Democracies of Hungary, Romania, Bul­
garia and Albania have intervened at the invitation 
of the patriot leaders of the new People's Republic 
of Yugoslavia." 

At first this misinformation from Moscow was 
the only news that reached the Western World. Cor­
respondents of the great press associations were 
unable to transmit the true story, even when they 

got it, until communications were restored. How­
ever, those three words, "Tito is dead," were suf­
ficient to convince the heads of every government 
that the world had reached another crisis of his­
toric proportions. 

The Presidential yacht Williamsburg had not 
even cast off from the dock when the news came. 
The President immediately returned to the White 
House for a meeting with the Secretary of State, 
the Secretary of Defense and the Chiefs of Staff. 
A crowd began to gather outside the White House 
in Lafayette Square. They were silent; they knew 
that the biggest news of all would come from the 
building across Pennsylvania Avenue. 

The British Prime Minister did not see the sec­
ond race at Sandown Park. There was a crowd, 
also silent, in Whitehall as his car and those of other 
Cabinet ministers turned into Downing Street. 

Nor did General Eisenhower see the Firench 
armored division—not at any rate on this cere­
monial occasion. He rushed to the teletype room 
at SHAPE (Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers, 

Europe). The President of France dutifully stood 
to attention while the troops rolled past; he won­
dered sadly where this grim procession would end. 

When Marshal Tito went on the air, he said: 
"We have been attacked. Our country has been 

invaded, without warning, without provocation, 
from four different points. Many of the invading 
troops are under direct Soviet command. All of 
them are under the control of one man, Stalin, the 
betrayer of the people's trust, the murderer of the 
great principles of Marx and Lenin. 

"I call upon the conscience of mankind to bear 
witness to this imperialistic act of rape. 

"The following Yugoslav towns have been in­
vested : Debar, Yablanitza, Djakovica, Bezdan and 
Subotica. Our magnificent army is moving into 
action and will inflict frightful punishment on these 
dupes of the Kremlin. 

"However, behind the forces of Bulgaria, Ro­
mania, Hungary and Albania are 15 Red Army 
divisions, ready to come to the rescue of these un­
fortunates who have been pushed by their Soviet 
masters into this criminal aggression. 

"We have no war with our neighbors to the north 

)e»troyer (left center) is firing at torpedo bomber, while also attacking with charge of hedgehogs against rapidly diving schnorkel submarine 
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WALTER RICHARDS 

Yugoslav guards leap to protect Tito as Soviet murder attempt fails. Despite careful Kremlin plotting, incident misfired, set off war 

and the south. We have no cause for war with Rus­
sia herself. 

"But war has been made on us and we shall fight 
it to the death, as we so gloriously fought the Nazis 
of Adolf Hitler." 

Later, Belgrade broadcast the confessions ob­
tained from s'everal ringleaders of the "revolt" who 
had been quickly rounded up by the police. 

Allowing for the obvious colorations of the 
speeches and bulletins from Belgrade, there was 
no doubt in the White House, Downing Street or 
the Quai d'Orsay of the basic legitimacy of Tito's 
accusations. The deployment of the 15 Soviet 
divisions close to Yugoslavia's borders was well 
known to intelligence agencies of the West. It was 
obvious that the timing of the assassination attempt 
and the movement of satellite troops could have 
been ordered only from Moscow. 

The very glibness of Radio Moscow was in it­
self suspicious, to say the least. Within 20 minutes 
after the first flash from Belgrade, the Soviet 
propagandist, Ilya Ehrenburg, was broadcasting a 
speech which appeared to have been long prepared 
and well rehearsed. (Subsequently we learned from 
Ehrenburg himself that this speech and many oth­
ers on Radio Moscow that day had been recorded a 
week or more previously.) 

When the news came that Tito was not dead— 
indeed that he was talking on the radio—Moscow 
ignored it for a long time. This was one develop­
ment that had not been foreseen and rehearsed. 
Eventually the Kremlin issued orders as to how this 
was to be handled: the original broadcast of the 
assassination was to be described as a deliberate 
fraud by Tito, egged on by the "Western imperial­
ist warmongersr for the purpose of promoting 
strife in the Balkans and destroying world peace." 

During the next few days Tito made good his 
promise to inflict "frightful punishment" on the sat­
ellite invaders. The organization of his command 
had long been prepared, whereas his immedi-
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ate attackers were woefully lacking in co-ordina­
tion. The highly efficient Yugoslav army of nearly 
half a million men, a large proportion of whom 
had been seasoned in actual combat, proved to be 
more than a match for their bewildered adversa­
ries, who had been propagandized into the belief 
that they would be welcomed in Yugoslavia as "lib­
erators" and were unprepared psychologically for 
fierce combat. 

The Western World was thrilled by the news of 
heroic and successful Yugoslav resistance to ag­
gression. The Russian and satellite propaganda 
agencies tried to claim victories, but there were 
many reliable press correspondents with the Yugo­
slav forces (among them Homer Bigart of the 
New York Herald Tribune, Cyrus Sulzberger of 
the New York Times, Sefton Delmer of the Lon­
don Daily Express, Robert Sherrod of Time-Life 
and Andus Burras of the Oslo Arbeiderbladet) 
who dramatically verified Tito's claim. 

Yugoslav morale rose to the seething point. This 
people, who had never capitulated to Hitler, now 
felt eternally unbeatable, and fought with an ex­
ultant ferocity. And as Yugoslav morale ascended, 
so did Tito's prestige throughout the anti-Com­
munist world. He was the hero of the hour, com­
parable to the R.A.F. fighters in September, 1940, 
and General MacArthur and the "Battling Bastards 
of Bataan" in the grim winter of 1942. 

The Communists in Western Europe and in the 
United States strove submissively to organize pub­
lic sentiment against intervention in what they 
termed "this local Balkan revolution," but their 
clamor was drowned out by the popular cries for 
aid for "Heroic Yugoslavia." 

On Sunday night,"May 11th, President Truman 
broadcast his famous demand to Stalin: "If, as you 
say, you really want to make peace, the time to 
make peace is now—it is now or never." 

He added that it was "clear to the whole civilized 
world that these acts of brutal aggression by your 
satellites have been made at your command. The 
fighting can be ended also at your command." 

The only answer from the Kremlin was a curt 
restatement of the propaganda tine that this was 
merely an "internal" matter in Yugoslavia. 

Forty-eight hours later the 15 Soviet divisions 
moved into this "internal" matter to take over the 
war from the disorganized satellite forces. They 
were supported powerfully by the Soviet air 
force, which began a systematic bombing of Yugo­
slav cities. Within eigfit hours after that, the citi­
zens of Belgrade saw the first dusty tanks of the 
enemy rumbling through the capital. 

Tito's army retreated from Belgrade and the 
plains of Croatia and the Voivodina to take up the 
positions in the Bosnian and Serbian mountains 
from which the Germans had never been able to 
dislodge them in World War 11, and from which 
they never ceased to harry the Russian left flank 
in World War III. 

By May 14th the United States and all other 
countries of the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza­
tion were committed to the aid of Yugoslavia and 
the utter defeat of Stalinist Communism. Greece 
had already entered the war by attacking Albania 
in support of the Yugoslavs. Turkey's entrance was 
immediate. Israel joined the UN as a beUigerent 10 
days later. The most important neutrals at the out­
set were Sweden, Switzerland, Ireland, Egypt, In­
dia and Pakistan. Spain, after considerable delay 
and indecision, eventually joined the West, but not 
until one year later. 

The branding of the U.S.S.R. and the satellites 
as aggressors was backed by the overwhelming ma­
jority of the United Nations. The Soviet and satel­
lite delegations in New York, together with their 
diplomatic representatives, were returned to Rus­
sia on the Swedish ship Gripsholm. 

Strong detachments of U. S. Marines guarded the 
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departing Soviet and satellite diplo­
mats and their truckloads of electric 
refrigerators, 20-inch television sets, 
calculating machines and other de­
vices, which they had acquired in 
America—but all of which, of course, 
had been invented by the Russians. 

When World War III became an 
inescapable reality the first reaction 
of the American people was one of 
relief; whatever horrors were to come 
(and few people had any real concep­
tion of the nature or extent of these 
horrors, as Americans still felt safe 
behind the oceans), at least the long 
period of suspense was ended. There 
had been a strong sentiment for a 
"preventive war," a feeling that could 
be expressed in the weary words, "Oh 
—let's drop the atom bomb now and 
get it over with. Let's for once get 
the jump on the aggressors." 

This dangerous policy—which 
could truthfully be described as "un-
American"—had been resolutely re­
jected by the U.S. government and 
by the principal leaders of both po­
litical parties. But it was still there, 
beneath the surface, and now it 
erupted in an outburst of "holy war" 
hysteria which was fanned into fury 
by such callous and stupid acts of 
sabotage by Soviet agents as the 
bomb planted in New York's Grand 
Central Terminal which killed 22 in­
nocent people and did no damage 
whatsoever to the UN war effort. 

The more skillful and effective acts 
of sabotage were carried out by the 
secret organizations under the direc­
tions of the MVD, which the Krem­
lin had been building up in the U.S. 
throughout the years. Among their 
spectacular failures was the attempt 
to poison Baltimore's water suoply 
and to destroy the Soo locks in Mich­
igan on the Canadian border. More 
successful was the sabotage of the 
electrical supply lines from the plant 
at Niagara Falls, which stopped a 
substantial part of U.S. chemical pro­
duction for a period of nearly a week. 
The remnants of the American Com­
munist party knew less about these 
special MVD organizations than the 
FBI did; they were given only scanty 
information from the Kremlin, which 
regarded them with suspicion and 
contempt. American Communists 
made some attempts on their own but 
these were largely amateurish and 
bungled. 

There was no period of "phony 
war" as there was at the beginning 
of World War II—certainly no long 
years of trench warfare when the 
front line fluctuated only a few hun­
dred yards one way or the other, as 
between 1914-1918. Nor were there 
months and years of sparring while 
the U.S. made up its mind whether 
to come in or not, and further 
months and years for the U.S. to de­
velop its war potential. This time the 
U.S. was ready and wiHing to strike 
immediately—and to strike with the 
most terrible weapon of all. 

Despite Russian expectations, the 
first American atom bombs did not 
land on Moscow. In fact, no delib­
erate attacks were made on Russian 
population centers until more than a 
year later. We were not at war with 
the Russian people and we had no in­
tention of unifying them by bombing 
any target which might be symbolic 
of Russian nationalism; therefore, so 
far as was humanly possible, we 
aimed at strategic targets only. 

Our bombers delivered a concen­
trated attack of atomic bombs, the 

like of which had never been dreamed 
of by the most fanciful author of sci­
entific fiction and which will never 
be repeated, pray God, again! On 
that night—May 14th, 1952—atomic 
bombs fell on the long-range air base 
outside Smolensk; on the headquar­
ters of the second long-range air army 
near Vinnitsa-Uman; on the airfields 
near Warsaw and Sevastopol; and on 
the Asiatic bases of the Soviet Union 
at Vladivostok and Petropavlovsk. 

These atomic bombings were con­
tinued on a round-the-clock basis for 
a period of three months and 16 days. 

All of these raids were made from 
bases in Britain, France, Italy, Greece, 
the Middle East, Japan and Alaska. 
Starting with that first night, we hit 
A-bomb manufacturing and storage 
facilities, oil installations, industrial 
plants and troop concentration areas. 

Now it was World War. The all-too-
familiar process was again in opera­
tion—but it was to achieve a pattern 
which had been familiar to no one ex­
cept the people of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, and the goats and guinea 
pigs at Bikini and Eniwetok. 

Such was the start of the consum­
mation of the Atomic Age, the tri­
umph of Man's genius over Nature, 
and over himself. 

Such were the beginnings of the 
destruction of many of the noblest 
and least selfish works of Man. 

Let us repeat and remember that it 
was senseless and unnecessary. It ac­
complished nothing but the defeat of 
the instigators. It ended several years 
of an "armed truce." We know now 
that this armed truce could have been 
prolonged indefinitely; it should have 
been resolved peacefully—except that 
in all history it has never worked out 
that way. 

The bombing raids were costly for 
the UN. The young men who gave 
their lives in the first stages of the first 
phase of the third World War were 
members of the same generation that 
Stalin had tried to recruit as mem­
bers of the "Youth Movement for 

Atomic terror attack on Chicago blasted 28 square miles of downtown 
and water-front districts. As by-product, terrified animals in Union 
Stockyards three miles away broke loose, hampering civil defense work 

Two atomic raids, damaging area of roughly 50 square miles, battered 
Detroit's great automobile industry, with even remote factories hurt 
by flash fires. Massive repair job swiftly restored plant operations 
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Peace." Many lives were sacrificed needlessly be­
cause of the traditional tendency of politicians 
to put political expediency first. The late and 
greatly lamented Senator Arthur H. Vandenberg 
had said, shortly before he died, that in his devo­
tion to a bipartisan foreign policy he was thinking 
of the next generation rather than the next election, 
but his words of wisdom were not suflSciently 
heeded by some members of the U.S. Congress, 
who chose to chisel when they should have built. It 
is a matter of record that when this war started, 
in May, 1952, the United States had fewer than 97 
operational B-36 bombers with which to insure our 
ability to bomb any point in the Soviet Union from 
bases in North America. 

Although the UN air forces during this first 
phase of the war had a slight qualitative edge over 
the Reds, our planes were outnumbered in the 
principal combat areas by a ratio of five to three. 
This Soviet advantage was of great importance 
over the battlefields of Europe. American, Brit­
ish and French infantrymen who were veterans of 
World War II, with memories of complete Allied 
supremacy in the air, were particularly bitter that 
now they had to fight under skies dominated by the 

enemy. (The same was true of the last remnants of 
the UN occupation forces in the Korean "Dun-
kerque," who were subjected to unremitting air 
and submarine attacks before they could reach the 
comparative safety of Japan.) 

The Reds pushed forward with powerful ground 
forces of half a million men across the north Ger­
man plain. This massive movement was orderly 
and deliberate. They did not seek to duplicate 
the speed of the German blitz of May, 1940. They 
were properly aware of the dangers to their lines 
of communication through Poland, Czechoslova­
kia, Hungary, northern Yugoslavia and Germany. 
They knew all too well that these areas between 
the U.S.S.R. and the theater of operations were 
to a very large extent hostile territory. The mount­
ing spirit of revolt in the satellite countries was 
now being fanned into flames by Tito's indom­
itable resistance and by numbers of secret agents 
from the Western democracies. No road, no rail­
road track, no bridge of strategic importance could 
be considered safe from sabotage. 

The heavily outnumbered UN forces could wage 
only a war of attrition—a strategy of "hold and re­
treat"—to impose upon the Reds the maximum 

^ I Saw Them Chute into the Urals 
By LOWELL THOMAS 

CBS's Lowell Thomas, one of six top newsmen 
chosen to cover Task Force Victory—the 1953 air­
borne operation to destroy the Soviet A-bomb 
stockpile deep in the Ural Mountains—made this 
recording as he, and others, were flown out to safety 

TONIGHT, in the Ural Mountains, what re­
mains of the airborne force of 10,000 UN 

troops and paratroopers who landed behind the 
Soviet border at dawn this morning are fighting 
for their lives. This must necessarily be a sketchy 
report. The Reds have been pouring in troops 
all day. Our losses are heavy. Some say 50 per 
cent. Others put it higher. It is much too early 
to tell, for the fight will rage for days. I was 
lucky. I was pinned down at the airfield. Other­
wise I would not be recording this report now. 

At the Tel Aviv air base, they had assigned 
me to a transport due to land the moment UN 
paratroopers seized the Soviet flying field. Our 
plane carried engineering specialists and nuclear 
physicists. Their job: to draw the teeth of the 
Soviets' last remaining A-bombs in the subter­
ranean tunnels of the Ural Mountains a mile or 
two from the airfield. 

I rode up front with the pilot. Captain Glen 
Hastings, of Elmora, Pennsylvania. Behind us, 
stretched out to the horizon, transports of every 
description hunched together. You had to queue 
up to get into the U.S.S.R. this morning. Our 
first glimpse of action over the Urals; the terri­
fying air battles between Red and UN jets. On 
the outcome, our lives depended. 

When we reached the area, paratroopers and 
equipment were still drifting down onto the 
Soviet air base, which had been blasted by high 
air-burst A-bombing 15 minutes before. (This 
leaves no dangerous amount of radioactivity on 
the ground.) Even now, we were in the thick 
of the air battle. 

Jets flashed through the sky at incredible 
speeds, ranging all the way from the stratosphere 
to the very treetops. Their MIGs made passes at 
our transports continuously. Some were able to 
get through our air cover. Scarcely a mile from 
us, I saw one MIG with guns blazing swoop 
down on a Fairchild Packet. The big transport 
broke up into chunks of wreckage as it plunged. 

The landing on the rough field, which had 
been ripped by atomic explosions, knocked the 

wind out of us. We were in the midst of the 
most awful devastation I've ever seen. Trees and 
bushes up to two miles away were afire. The 
very ground was black—seared by the A-bomb­
ing. Thousands of Red garrison troops must 
have been blasted to eternity; but as we poured 
out of the plane, we were made painfully aware 
that not all of them had been killed—Red troops 
were counterattacking. 

It was suicide; at the perimeter, our para­
troopers cut them down. But they kept coming, 
overran and completely wiped out a company of 
ours, and in minutes were pushing across the 
field. They would have recaptured it, but for the 
constant arrival of new detachments of UN 
troops. Streaming from the transports, these re­
inforcements went into action. Our primary ob­
jective, the holding of the airstrip, was achieved 
—but for how long? 

Along with the other reporters here, I was 
pinned down at the field. I could not get to the 
area of the biggest battle—at the mouth of the 
underground tunnels leading to the Reds' 
A-bomb chambers. From all reports, we suf­
fered our greatest casualties from Soviet troops 
well entrenched in concrete-and-steel pillboxes 
protecting the entrances. Flame throwers even­
tually routed them. 

The Reds fought to the death defending their 
A-bomb stockpile. Safe in their subterranean 
stronghold, they survived the atomic blasting' 
and then sallied forth against our troops. These 
were almost wiped out, but the remnants held 
their ground until reinforcements came up. 

Our troops finally forced an entrance into the 
tunnels, and the nuclear physicists began ^heir 
extremely sensitive work. They did it well. In 
this heavily protected air-convoy, we are carry­
ing out certain fissionable material without 
which Stalin's A-bombs are useless. 

Task Force Victory has been a complete suc­
cess. The Reds will never drop another A-bomb. 
But we have left behind us, in that dark valley 
of the Urals, our troops. They are slowly being 
overrun by the Soviet hordes who have been 
arriving all day. If we can hold onto the air­
field for a few days—and despite the terrible 
odds, we hope to do that—survivors can be 
flown out to safety and to the unending gratitude 
which the free world owes them. 

JX:^'-m;.^ 29 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED


