COMMON GROUND

cident, along with a full account of the
man as artist and Utopian dreamer (he
was founder, for instance, of a Norwegian
colony at Oleana in the mountains of
Pennsylvania—a fascinating chapter of
American immigrant history) is in The
Life of Ole Bull by Mortimer Smith
(Princeton University Press. $3) just
published for the American-Scandinavian
Foundation. It is an able and absorbing
work stressing Ole Bull as a great per-
sonality.

Taro Yashima, a young Japanese artist
who fought for ten years against the
fascists of his country and who escaped
to America four years ago, tells the story
of his fight and his search for reality in
The New Sun (Henry Holt. $2.75). He
employs the same weapons he formerly
used against the fascists—intensely expres-
sive pictures and simple, incisive words.
As an artist Yashima believes in a new
reality stemming from the lives of the
people themselves, and his work is in-

THE AMERICAN SCENE

George Sessions Perry in Roundup Time
(Whittlesey House. $3) gives us a neat
collection of Southwestern writing. Half
of it is fiction, but the short stories and
bits taken from novels contain the essence
of living in the region described. The life
sketches, non-fiction, are among the best
things in the book. Among the critical es-
says that conclude the volume, one by
Henry Nash Smith gives the clue to col-
lective endeavor among Southwestern
writers. They are, he says, concerned with
the fate of man in this area, engaged in a
joint venture: “the effort to reach an un-
derstanding of human experience in a
specific geographical setting.”

Tf war is too much with us and we need

fluenced by Western painters, who, like
him, loved and understood the “common
man.” But more important is the mes-
sage he brings—that there is a people’s
movement in Japan which will not be
denied, that a new sun will rise to shed
its brilliance “over me and over all people
everywhere.”

The Glorious Adventures of Tyl Ulen-
spiegl by Charles de Coster, published
in 1869, makes its first appearance in a
complete, popular English edition this
autumn of 1943. The translation is by
Allan Ross Macdougall (Pantheon Books.
$3.50). While Tyl Ulenspiegl ranks with
and is compared with Don Quixote, the
latter was created out of the stuff of im-
agination while the Belgian epic is set
firmly in the framework of history and is
saturated with it. Therefore more persons
by far than those of Belgian background
will be attracted to the book, and the
reading will be more than a pleasant
pastime.

assurance that there are still quiet eddies
somewhere in American life, there is Anne
Goodwin Winslow’s The Dwelling Place
(Knopf. $2.50)—a book of vision and
depth by a southern woman, a lover of
nature, of gardens, and of living things,
including people. Here is lightness and
humor as well as discerning comment.

In another tempo, but as refreshing, is
Elinor Graham’s Our Way Down East
(Macmillan. $2) in which the former
actress, dramatics teacher, and publicist in
the New York area breaks with sophisti-
cation and learns true neighborliness from
the farm and village folk of the coast of
Maine. Her book is the lively and divert-
ing story of this adjustment.
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T'he book on Japan
which only a Japanese

~ould write

THE RECORD, IN WORDS
AND PICTURES, OF A
NATION'S SHAME

ARO YAsHIMA, a young Japanese
I artist, suffered torture and im-
prisonment, and narrowly escaped
death, in a vain attempt to open the eyes
and humanize the hearts of his people,
before the rising tide of military aggres-
sion should make them the world’s hated
enemies. Using his skill as a painter, car-
toonist and writer, he has recorded in
THE NEW SUN the story of his cou-
rageous struggle against Japanese-Fascist
terrorism, his repeated imprisonments,
the loss of his two sons and the horror of
watching his wife’s sufferings as she
shared the same prison and was subjected
to “interrogation” at the hands of the
Tokkoka (Japanese secret police). THE
NEW SUN is not a “nice” book. The
story of a man’s lone fight against bar-
barism must necessarily be shocking, but
you'll deprive yourself of a rich ex-
perience if you fail to read this auto-
biography.

Rockwell Kent:

“It is a deeply moving story told
with devastating speed.”

William Gropper:

“A touching and exciting book.
The dignity of his ideals and the
high artistic presentation of them,
command respect for the man and
the artist who created them.”

THE

Sun

By TARO YASHIMA

$2.75 wherever books are sold, or postpaid
from Henry Horr anp Company,
257 Fourth Ave., New York 10, N.Y,
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from inside Black America

“A truly remarkable book,
rich in scholarship and human
sympathy .. . One of the most
important books of our fime."
—Chicago Daily News

“
Explains the wholly reason-
able demands of the Negro as
no other book does . . . Should
have the widest possible read-
ing. The Negro today is on
the march. Mr. Ottley tells us
both how and why." — Jobn
Chamberlain, N. Y. Times

“Tells a story America cannot
afford to ignore. Mr. Oftley
writes with a directness that
holds an implicit challenge
to the world of tomorrow."—
N.Y.Herald Tribune $3.00
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BY ROl OTTLEY
A life-in-America prize book.
Now in its 5th printing.
H. M, Co.




world that
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America's enemies are telling
our treatment of

the
the

Negro proves the insincerity of our
democratic claims. White America
faces a real ditemma. No longer can
we ignore the differences between
what we preach and what we do. We
miust face the facts—of discrimina-

THESE
VOLUMES
supply the
answers to

such questions
as...

Has the Negro a pust
of which he can be
proud?

How hove Negroes
enriched Anierican
culture?

Are Negroes lazy,
docile and inferior
as whites have been
led to believe?

How does the Negro
react to discriming-
tion and segrego-
ton? (First-person
accounts.)

What civil, ethical,
occupational, legal,
educational rights
are denied the Ne-
grof

What is the Negro
able to earn and
what is he able fo
get for it in lermis
of housing, food,
recreation, nedical
care,education,ete. !
What important ve-

sponsibility have
whites for overcons-

=

be, America ?\

tion, of low income, of segregation
and all the rest.

This series of books mirrors the
shortcomings in our relations with
the Negro—shows why disunity has
become the fact, how we can proceed
to practice the democracy we profess.

THE NEGRO IN AMERICAN
LIFE SERIES*

MYTH OF THE
NEGRO PAST

By Melville
J. Herskovitz, Ph.D.
Professor of Anthropol-

ogyv, Northwestern
University

$4.00
L

PATTERNS OF
NEGRO
SEGREGATION
Charles g.}.jo}mson
Dean of Social Science,
Fisk University
$3.50
L

THE NEGRO’S
SHARE

By Richard Sterner
Noted Swedish Social
Scicntist

$4.50

VERWHELMING, first-hand, scientific

evidence refutes widely accepted beliefs
concerning Negro inferiority, o myth which the
author contends is due chiefly o failure to-ap
preciate the past of Negro civilizations in its
true light, “Absorbing and significant . . . of the
first interest throughout”—N. Y. Times.

DISPASSTONATE but damning assem-

bly of disturbing facts about discrimina-
tion against the Negro in American life-—in the
armed forces and wur industries, commercial
and professional occupations, education, efc.
Dr. Johnson traces the historical development of
racial scgregation, and suggests what govern-
ment could DO, if it would, to ameliorate race
relations and make democracy a real and living
thing. “Scholarly and alive.”—Survey Graphic.
“Ohjective.—New Re public.

SHOCKING account of the smal) re

Negroes have in the good things of Awere
ican fife. It discusses family income and how it
is converled to consumer goods and how much
public assistance has been made available to
Negroes, “From no other source are we likely to
get as complete, authoritative and ap-to-date in-
formation on the living standards of the Ameri-
can Negro."—Beok-of-ihe-Month Club News.

Conting January, 1944-~AN AMERICAN DILEMMA
By Guyxar MYRDAL. An gver-all summary of the entire series and witheut
question the most revealing analysis of Lhe American Negro problem

ever to appear. In 2

volumnes. $7.50

Coming Early Spring, 1944—CHARACTERISTICS OF THE AMERICAN MEGRO

Evrrep 8y Orre KLINesire
ouestions as Negro intelli

ing race Pprejudice

) e : . An evaluation of available research on such
against the Negro!

genee, anthropometric measurements, etc. 54,00
*Sponsored by the Carnegie Corporation

Order tiiese books from your hookseller e drect from

HARPER & BROTHERS - 49 East 33¢d Street + New York 16, N.Y.
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These are the people America is made of . . .
here are faces that mirror freedom,
the stuff that is building American Democracy

" AMERICAN

OUNTERPOIN

BY ALEXANDER ALLAND

Photo Editor of CoMMON GROUND

with introduction and captions by

PEARL S. BUCK

A study in photographs of the
people of our-country.”

“A fresh and-extremely valu-
able experience. It well deserves
a place . . . with the best books
which have used the maturing
art of photography to record
and interpret‘American life.”—
John T. Frederick, Chicago
Sun,

“Excellent photographs well
captioned. . . . They show how
rich is our culture, how varied
our human stock, how strong
our mutual heritage.”—N.V.
Times Book Review.
“A fine job, and a poignant ob-
ject lesson against intolerance.”
—The New Yorker.

$3.00

THE JOHN DAY COMPANY + NEW YORK 19
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