
ARMISTICE AGREEMENT WITH FINLAND* 

χΝ SEPTEMBER 19 an agree-
'ment was Eigne.;!" in Moscow be

tween the Soviet union and Great 
Britain, on the one iTanci, and Fin
land on the other. Representatives 
of the Soviet Union and Great Brit
ain conducted the negotiations with 
representatives of Finland on be
half of all the United Nations at war 
with Finland. 

The Agreement was signed, by 
authorization of the Government.s 
of the U.S.S.R. and Great Britain, 
by Colonel General Zhdanov, and 
by representatives of the Gov
ernment of Finland. Finland's with
drawal from the war and the con
clusion of an armistic agreement 
with her is a new big military and 
political defeat for Hitlerite Ger
many and an important success for 
the policy of the Soviet Union and 
all the United Nations. 

One after another Hitlerite Ger
many's allies of yesterday are 
breaking with her. Following Ru
mania, which served as the south
ern flank of the German front 
against the U.S.S.R. and a place 
d'armes of the German offensive on 
the Balkans and the Middle East, 
Finland—which played the part of 
the other flank of the German offen
sive on the Soviet Union and the 
most important strategic place 

* From an editorial in· Pravda on September 
2 1 . 19')4. 

d'ariiie.s in tlie entire ncrlh and in 
tlie Baltic area—has broken v/itii 
Germany. 

In the person ol her rulh-g cir
cles, Finland was one o.f the most 
mahcious and obstinate allies of 
Hitlerite Germany. Despite the fact 
that the alliance with the latter 
brought Finland to the verge of 
disRsier, Finnish ruling circles did 
not wisli to break relations witia fas
cist Germany, and tried in every 
way to drag out the war, in the hope 
that the war situation would change 
in Germany's favor. 

Finland thwarted the negotiations 
for an armistice which were begun 
upon the request of the Finnish 
government itself in February, 
1944. IVIoreover, in June, 1944, the 
Finnish rulers, with President Ryti 
at their head, concluded a new mili
tary agreement with Hitlerite Ger
many aimed at increasing Finland's 
activity in the war against the Unit
ed Nations. 

The so-called Ryti - Ribbentrop 
agreement, however, proved to be 
stillborn, and as is well known ex
isted for only one month. Events 
which developed on the Soviet-Ger
man front, including its Finnish sec
tor, and also on the Western Front, 
have demonstrated with the utmost 
clarity that Hitlerite Germany is 
on the eve of utter defeat and that 
consequently all calculations and 
hopes which the Finnish and other 
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politicians placed upon Germany 
have finally fallen through. 

In his broadcast speech of Sep
tember 3, Prime Minister Haclaell 
admitted that the "military and po
litical situation in i'inland has 
sharply changed for the worse." 

After long procrastinations, the 
Government of Finland again posed 
the question concerning an armis
tice and accepted the preliminary 
condition of the Soviet Government 
to break witli Germany, and that 
not a single German should remain 
on the territory of Finland who 
would not be disarmed and turned 
over to the Allies. On this basis, the 
possibility was opened to conclude 
an armistice agreement. 

This Agreement meets the inter
ests of all the United Nations and 
constitutes another proof of their 
growing cooperation and fighting 
unity. It goes without saying that 
when concluding the Armistice 
Agi-eement with Finland, the Gov
ernments of the Soviet Union and 
Great Britain paid great attention 
to insuring the necessary condi
tions for dealing further blows to 
Hitlerite Germany, so as to hasten 
her defeat. 

The Agreement binds Finland to 
make available at the request of the 
Allied (Soviet) Higii Command, 
airdromes on the southern and 
southwestern coast of Finland dur
ing the period necessary for air 
operations against the German 
forces in Estonia and against the 
German navy in tlie northern part 
of the Baltic Sea. Until the end of 
the war. Allied naval vessels and 
merchant sliips shall have the right 

to make use of the territorial w^aters 
of the ports of Finland. 

Under the Agreement, German 
land, naval and air forces whicii 
have remained in Finland after 
September 15, 1944, must be dis
armed and their personnel handed 
over to the Allied (Soviet) High 
Command as war prisoners. The 
Government of the Soviet Union 
undertook to render the necessary 
assistance in disarming the Ger
man forces in Finland. 

The basic interests of the war of 
the United Nations against Hitlerite 
Germany require that Finland ac
tually cease to serve as Germany's 
base, and that the Hitlerite influ
ence in Finland be entirely elim.i-
nated. 

Of essential importance are those 
terms of the Armistice Agreement 
which bind Finland to breali all re
lations with Germany's satellites; 
to dissolve iminediately pro-Hitler 
organizations (or of a fascist type) 
as Vv̂ ell as other organizations con
ducting propaganda hostile to the 
United Nations, in particular to the 
Soviet Union, and not to permit in 
the future the existence of organi
zations of that nature; to collaborate 
with the Allied powers in the ap
prehension of persons accused of 
war crimes and in tiieir trial. 

Finland undertakes immediately 
(o release all persons, irrespective 
of citizenship or nationality, held in 
prison on account of their activities 
in favor of the United Nations or 
because of their sympathies with the 
ca'jse of the United Nations. 

The Armistice Agreement selves 
a number of problems which direct
ly concern the Soviet Union and 
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Finland. In the course of 25 years, 
the ruling circles of the Finnish 
bourgeoisie were steadfastly and 
consistently pursuing an anti-Soviet 
policy. Instead of insuring truly 
good neighborly relations with the 
great Soviet Union, which granted 
a state of independence to Finland 
in 1917, the Finnish rulers converted 
Finland into a hotbed of constant 
anti-Soviet provocations and mili
tary adventures. 

Within a quarter of a century, 
Finland has three times conducted 
hostilities against the peoples of the 
Soviet Union. The whole world is 
well aware of the part played by 
Finland in the present war. She not 
only placed the most important 
strategical bases at Germany's dis
posal, which the Germans used both 
against the U.S.S.R. and other 
United Nations, but the Finns took 
an active part in military opera
tions against the Soviet Union, es
tablished a brutal occupation re
gime on temporarily occupied So
viet territory, and participated in 
the criminal blockade of Lenin
grad. 

From the experience of the policy 
pursued by Finland's ruling circles 
for more than 25 years, from the 
experience of the war of 1939-1940 
and especially the war of 1941-1944, 
the Soviet people drav\/s the decisive 
conclusion that the firm, stable se
curity of the northwestern frontiers 
of the U.S.S.R., and that of Lenin
grad in the first place, must ba in
sured forever as a result of the pres
ent war. 

The efi'ect of the peace treaty be
tween the Soviet Union and Finland 
concluded in Moscow on March 12, 

1940, is restored under the Armis
tice Agreement, with certain 
changes. Finland undertakes im
mediately to withdraw her troops 
behind the line of the Soviet-Fin
nish frontier of 1940 and to place 
her army on a peace footing within 
two and one-half months. The Pet-
samo Region, which was twice (in 
1920 and in 1940) voluntarily and 
generously ceded to Finland by the 
Soviet Union, and which was used 
by the Finns in the war against the 
U.S.S.R., will be returned to the So
viet Union. In the area of Porkkala-
Udd, that is, the narrowest part of 
the Gulf of Finland, the Soviet 
Union will establish its own naval 
base. On its part, the Soviet Union 
renounces its rights to the lease of 
the Peninsula of Hango. The effect 
of the Agreement concerning the 
Aaland Islands, concluded on Octo
ber 11, 1940, is completely restored. 

Finland has caused tremendous 
damage to the Soviet Union. The 
Armistice Agreement provides for 
indemnification of part of the losses 
caused the U.S.S.R., and that in
demnification is restricted to $300,-
000,000, which goes to prove once 
again exceptional generosity on the 
part of the Soviet Union. 

At the same time, Finland is 
bound to return to the Soviet Union 
within a fixed period, in completely 
good condition, all valuables and 
materials removed from Soviet ter
ritory to Finland, belonging to 
state, public and cooperative organ
izations or individual citizens. 

The conditions of the Armistice 
Agreement emphasize once again 
the fact that the Soviet Union, true 
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to its international policy, has never 
threatened and does not intend to 
threaten Finland's state sovereignty 
and independence. It is natural that, 
in the interests of the further prose
cution of the war against Hitlerite 
Germany, the Allied powers must 
pay special attention to complete 
and strict observance by Finland 
of all the conditions of the Armis
tice Agreement. With this purpose, 
an Allied Control Commission will 
be established which will carry out 
its responsible and great tasks 
under the general direction and in
structions of the Allied (Soviet) 
High Command. 

However, the imperative question 
in this is the immediate execution 
by Finland of the Allies' prelimi
nary condition. Indeed, nearly one 
week has passed since Finland w âs 
to start disarming German troops 
on Finnish territory and handing 
them over to the Allies as war pris
oners. So far, not a single German 
soldier in Finland has been dis

armed or handed over to the Allies. 
Meanwhile, the Hitlerite radio in 
Germany keeps broadcasting for all 
the world to hear that German 
troops are retreating over Finnish 
territory witli the obliging assis
tance of the Finnish authorities. 

Thus, it is necessary as yet to 
insure the execution of the above-
said preliminary condition without 
permitting any further delay in 
this matter. 

The freedom-loving peoples will 
be satisfied with the conclusion of 
the armistice with Finland, which 
signifies an actual reduction of tlie 
sphere of war. The Agreement 
helps the Soviet Union in the 
achievement of its aims in this war 
of liberation against German fas
cism. The freedom-loving peoples 
will see in this act of the Soviet 
Union and the United Nations a new 
step toward the final and early de
feat of the hateful enemy of all 
freedom-loving peoples — Hitlerite 
Germany. 
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New Books on >lfnerican H is to ry 

THE STRUGGLE FOR AMERICAN FREEDOM: 
THE FIRST T W O HUNDRED YEARS 

f y Horbert M. Morah 

Beginning with the English background of American history, this new 
study traces the settlement and development of the thirteen colonics, the 
growth of agriculture, commerce and industry, the rise of democratic 
institutions, the impact of mercantilism, the organization of colonial re
sistance and the successful fight for independence, ending with the triumph 
of the democratic forces uruler Jefferson. 

Price $2,25 

THE RISE OF THE AMERICAN NATION 1793-1824 
By Freacls Franklin 

Interpreting the main events in the national development of the United 
States during its early history, this book covers the period from the estab
lishment of the Federal Government in 1789 to the end of Monroe's 
second administration in Iii25. It describes the democratic victory over 
Federalist reaaion led by Jefferson and the national viaory over foreign 
aggression in the War of 1812, concluding with an evaluation of the 
emergence in 1S24 of new party formations reflecting the new economic 
groupings. 

Priee $2.00 

"BUILDERS OF THE NATION" LIBRARY 
Ed/t«d by Or. PfillJp foner 

Abraham Lincoln: SelecHonj From His Wr i f lng i 
Thomas Jefferson: Selections From Hi» Writings 
George Washington: Selecfions From Hit Writings 

Cloth $.85, Paper $J5 

WORKERS LIBRARY PUBLISHERS 

P.O. Box 148, Stotlen D (832 Broadway), New York 3, N. Y. 
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THE PATH TO PEACE, PROGRESS AND PROSPERITY 
Proceedings of the Founding Convention of the 

Communist Political Association 

"A hundred yeart from now, men and women and boys and g!rlt 

will stilt read if in libraries in every city of fhe world, because it gives 

an essentia) part of the history of our time. But it is not published 

for future historians, it is put into your hands as an instrument of 

war. . . . 

"In this book you have the most advanced thought of the world

wide labor movement'—the supposedly "mysterious" Marxist science 

—in the form of clear, simple political and economic sense expounded 

in plain American language from which the trace of Browder's native 

Kansas prairie is never missing." 

ROBERT MINOR, from Introducflon to 

The Path to Peoce, Progress and Prosperity 

144 pages, Price $1.00 

WORKERS LIBRARY PUBLISHERS 

P.O. Box 148, Station 0 (832 Broadway), New York 3, N. Y. 
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